ATTACHMENT SS2

REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM

Species: Lesquerella pruinosa/Frosty Bladderpod and Pagosa Springs Bladderpod, Status: G2, N2, S2

Criteria Rank | Rationale Literature Citations

1 A This species is endemic to southwest CO, being found in a small area of Archuleta e Attached
Distribution ; and Hinsdale Counties. The San Juan is the only National Forest in R2 that this
within R2 ngh species occurs in.

2 A This species is endemic to Region 2, but potential habitat (Mancos shale) occurs south °
Distribution . into New Mexico (Region 3).
outside R2 H Ig h

3 B Thi; specie; appears to occur only on lands associated with Mancos shale., so it i§ °
Dispersal . unlikely to 'd|sperse into or across ands Wh_ere Mancos shale is absent. This species
Capability ngh does best in disturbed, open-canopied environments (grasslands, shale barrens),
which are primarily associated with very early and early-seral stages of the vegetation
types found within the Mancos shale habitat.

4 B Even thoug_h some Qxigting populqtions of this specifes contain thousands qf individual °
Abundance in . plants, the limited d|str|but|0_n of th|§ species makes |Fs relative abundance in R2

R2 ngh uncommon or even rare. This species occurs on National Forest lands and on
adjacent private lands.

5 B Initial monitoring indicates a stable population trend, but habitat trends and habitat °
Population vulnerability, as described below in criteria 6 and 7, could quickly change that to a
Treﬁd in R2 Med :jov;nward trend as populations are adversely affected by development on private
ands.
6 A A decline in habitat quantity and quality on federal and private land is occurring and °

. expected to increase due to growth and development, recreational impacts, exotic
Habitat Trend H . . . .

in R2 ngh plant/weed encroachment, road improvements, weed control, vehicle traffic, and oil
and gas development as described in criteria 7.
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Species: Lesquerella pruinosa/Frosty Bladderpod and Pagosa Springs Bladderpod, Status: G2, N2, S2

Criteria

Rank

Rationale

Literature Citations

7

Habitat
Vulnerability
or
Modification

A
High

Residential growth and development on private land on Mancos shale is destroying
essential habitat for this species. Archuleta County is one of the fastest growing
counties in the state. Residential growth and development increases demand for
recreational opportunities on both private and federal lands, which poses a threat to
the habitat of this species mainly from hiking and off-road-vehicle use by all-terraine-
vehicles (ATVs), motorcycles, and mountain bikes. Plant competition from exotic and
native plant species on federal and private land is a threat since these plants directly
compete with L. pruinosa for space, sunlight, water, and nutrients. As the abundance
and distribution of other plant species increases, colonization sites (bare soil)
decrease, and a more closed canopy reduces the direct sunlight that L. pruinosa
prefers. Since this species is often found along roads, that part of its habitat (private
and federal lands) could be disturbed by road improvements, weed control, and
vehicle traffic. Oil and gas development on private and federal lands is also a threat to
this species and its habitat.

8

Life History
and
Demographics

Med

Seed production does not appear to be a factor limiting populations or reproductive
rates of this species. This species does not appear to be highly susceptible to disease
or predation, but it is affected by competition as described above in criteria 6 and 7.
This species appears to be adapted to and prefer disturbed lands.

Evaluator(s): Jeff Redders, Ecologist — San Juan National Forest

Date: May 14, 2001
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National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY (L) to occur:

! Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland. This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or greater of
appearing on NFS lands.
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Colorado NF/NG Kansas NF/NG Nebraska NF/NG South Dakota Wyoming NF/NG

ISEEY g o NF/_NG

2 g 2| = gl o gl o gl o

v 3 v 3 v 3
Arapaho-Roosevelt NF Cimmaron NG Samuel R.McKelvie NF Black Hills NF Shoshone NF
White River NF Halsey NF Buffalo Gap NG Bighorn NF
Routt NF Nebraska NF Ft. Pierre NG Black Hills NF
Grand Mesa, Ogalala NG Medicine Bow NF
Uncompahgre,
Gunnison NF
San Juan NF X Thunder Basin NG
Rio Grande NF
Pike-San Isabel NF
Comanche NG
Page 4 of 4

USDA-Forest Service R2 Sensitive Species Evaluation Form



