
ATTACHMENT SS2 

USDA-Forest Service R2 Sensitive Species Evaluation Form      Page 1 of 5 

 
REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 

 
Species: Mimulus gemmiparus/Weber Monkey-flower, Weber’s monky-flower (USDA Common Name: Rocky Mountain Monkey 
Flower) 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

A M. gemmiparus is a small, annual in the Figwort family. It has small yellow flowers, but 
seldom blooms. It is a local endemic found in the subalpine; on granite outcrops with 
surface seepage water; on moist forest soils near seeps and springs; and on an 
alluvial fan deposited by the Lawn Lake flood in RMNP in the 1980s. It is usually found 
in areas protected by granite overhangs and is commonly associated with other 
Mimulus species. There are 7 occurrences of this species; only 5 have been observed 
since 1992. It is restricted to Grand, Larimer and Jefferson counties in CO (S2); it has 
also been reported in Park County in the Tarryall Mountains (south of RMNP 
populations), but no detailed information is available on this occurrence. It is known to 
occur on the PKSI in the South Platte RD and the ARNF in the Boulder RD. Although 
records indicate habitats have been “searched extensively” for this species, no specific 
information is available on surveys since 1992, or planned surveys. This species is 
considered very rare in R2. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

• CNHP  
• USDA, NRCS. 2002. The PLANTS 

Database, Version 3.5 
(http://plants.usda.gov). National 
Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, 
LA 70874-4490 USA. (Accessed 
October 3, 2002) 

• NatureServe Explorer: An online 
encyclopedia of life [web 
application]. 2001. Version 1.6 . 
Arlington, Virginia, USA: 
http://www.natureserve.org/explore
r. (Accessed: October 3, 2002) 

• Coles, Janet, 1981. Status Report 
on Mimulus gemmiparus, Colorado 
Natural Areas Program, June 29, 
1981. 

  

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

A M. gemmiparus is not known to occur outside R2.  
 
Confidence in Rank: Medium 

• IBID  

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

A This is a unique species; it is the only Mimulus species that reproduces vegetatively. 
Its leaf bases are modified to form pockets containing dormant embryonic shoots. 
Flowers are usually absent. The dormant shoots float downslope in seepage water 
and tend to collect in drifts in sites suitable for germination. Based on the limited 
dispersal capability of this species, it is ranked A. 
 
Confidence in Rank: Medium 

• IBID  
 

4 
Abundance in 

R2 

A In 1996, the total number of individuals was estimated at 2850. The abundance of M. 
gemmiparus in R2 is very low. 
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

• IBID  
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Species: Mimulus gemmiparus/Weber Monkey-flower, Weber’s monky-flower (USDA Common Name: Rocky Mountain Monkey 
Flower) 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

5 
Population 

Trend in R2 

D Information on population trends of this species is not available 
 
Confidence in Rank Low  

• IBID 

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 

D No information is available on habitat trends in R2. 
 
Confidence in Rank  Medium 

• IBID 

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability 
or 

Modification 

B Most occurrences of M. gemmiparus are protected on National Park Service land in 
Rocky Mountain National Park. One large population in RMNP is bisected (1983) by a 
hiking trail and could receive damage from hikers or inadvertent damage from trail 
maintenance activities. Although this species is reportedly not seriously threatened, 
one population may be vulnerable. Based on the species’ limited distribution and 
potential threats to an important population, this species is somewhat vulnerable and 
ranked B. 
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

• IBID 

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

D Information on life history, ecology, and demography are included in Sections 1-7 of 
this evaluation. However, no information is available on reproductive rates or mortality 
of this species. 

• IBID 

Initial Evaluator(s):  
 
Janice P. McKee, Botanist 

Date: 10/05/02  

 
 
National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY(L)1 to occur:   
 

                                                 
1 Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland.  This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or greater of 
appearing on NFS lands. 
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Wyoming NF/NG 
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Arapaho-Roosevelt NF X  Cimmaron NG   Samuel R.McKelvie NF   Black Hills NF   Shoshone NF   
White River NF   

 
   Halsey NF   Buffalo Gap NG   Bighorn NF   

Routt NF      Nebraska NF   Ft. Pierre NG   Black Hills NF   
Grand Mesa, 
Uncompahgre, 
Gunnison NF 

     Ogalala NG      Medicine Bow NF    

San Juan NF            Thunder Basin NG   
Rio Grande NF               
Pike-San Isabel NF X              
Comanche NG                
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