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2008 Forest Health Aerial Survey Highlights 

 
Annually the US Forest Service, in cooperation with the Wyoming State Forestry Division, conducts 
aerial surveys of forested lands in Wyoming to determine the trend and extent of insect and disease 
affecting the forested lands. The aerial survey results from 2008 show that: 
 
Mountain Pine Beetle (Bark Beetle) 
 

• Wyoming continues to experience an epidemic of mountain pine beetle in the mature 
lodgepole pine forests and five-needled pine forests. 
 

• A total of about 1.2 million acres have been affected by the mountain pine beetle; which 
represents an increase of over 400,000 acres from 2007.   
 

• On the Medicine Bow National Forest alone, mountain pine beetle attacks in lodgepole pine 
have grown from 233,000 acres through 2007 to 432,000 acres through 2008.  If the current 
rate spread of the mountain pine beetle continues, most of the mature, large-diameter 
lodgepole pine trees in these areas will be killed within an estimated three to five years. 

 
o Coordinated efforts are underway to address the epidemic on public and private lands 

by removing trees to protect homes, ski areas, recreation sites, drinking-supply 
watersheds and areas along roads and transmission lines. 

 
• On the Bridger-Teton National Forest, 380,588 acres were impacted by mountain pine beetle.  

  
o Approximately 1,400 acres were treated on the Bridger-Teton to mitigate mountain 

pine beetle killed trees in high value recreation areas using a combination of treatments.  
 

• The Shoshone National Forest experienced a 200,000-acre increase in 2008 in the mountain 
pine beetle infestation over 2007.  The beetles are attacking lodgepole, limber and white bark 
pine trees on areas of the forest. 
  

o Forest managers on the Shoshone are responding by salvaging bug killed and dying trees, 
harvesting live trees to make the forest less susceptible to insects and wildfire, renewing 
the forest landscape and reducing hazardous fuels. 

 
 
 
 



Spruce Beetle 
 

• In 2008, nearly 30,000 acres of Engelmann spruce were affected by the spruce beetle. 
 

• The Shoshone National Forest experienced the largest impact from spruce beetle where 
24,000 acres of Engelmann spruce affected by spruce beetle.  Specifically, the spruce beetle has 
killed extensive areas of Engelmann spruce on Carter mountain west of Cody and throughout 
the central Shoshone NF. 

 
Douglas Fir Beetle 
 

• In 2008, approximately 22,000 acres were impacted by Douglas-fir beetle in Wyoming. 
 

• While the Shoshone National Forest experienced an increase in Douglas fir beetle outbreaks, 
the Big Horn National Forest saw a decline in the infestation. 
 

• Douglas fir beetle infestations have also decreased on the Wyoming side of the Caribou-
Targhee National Forest from 3,000 acres to 2,005. 
   

o Over the past five years, an annual suppression project has been conducted on the 
Grand Targhee Ski Area to protect high-value Douglas-fir from attack by Douglas-fir 
beetle.  This cooperative project, which utilizes volunteers to attach MCH (an anti-
aggregating pheromone) to large diameter Douglas-fir, has been highly successful and 
will be repeated again in 2009.    

 
Western Balsam Bark Beetle 
 

• In 2008, approximately 69,000 acres were impacted by western balsam bark beetle in 
Wyoming. 
 

• About 17,000 acres of western balsam bark beetle infestation was observed on both the 
Bridger-Teton and Big Horn National Forests.  The Shoshone and Medicine Bow National 
Forests also had infestation areas of around 10,000 acres. 
 

 
 
 

 


