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In early 1998, the Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) and US Forest Service began research 
on “boundaryless management” to implement forest management projects in areas where local 
interest and support exists. 
 
The Good Neighbor Authority was launched via the 2000 Interior Appropriations Act and 
extended in 2005. The extension also authorized similar activities between CSFS and the Bureau 
of Land Management. 
 
Language in the Act states that projects being implemented under the umbrella of the Good 
Neighbor Authority must meet the following requirements: 

– Similar/complimentary treatments are implemented on both ownerships 
– Both ownerships identify similar protection/management objectives 
– CSFS is used where it is appropriate and logical to do so 
– CSFS and USFS coordinate projects early in fiscal year 
– USFS retains all NEPA responsibilities 
– CSFS serves as “agents” for the USFS 

 
The Good Neighbor Authority was used to implement treatment in several locations within the 
Upper South Platte project area. All projects were implemented and managed by the Colorado 
State Forest Service in collaboration with the South Platte Ranger District of the US Forest 
Service. 
 
• The Swayback/Jenny Gulch project, a 400-acre, 1.2 million board foot timber sale started in 

2006 was completed in 2007. This project demonstrates how to create “restoration openings,” 
but places them on the landscape in a strategic pattern to reduce spread of wildfires. 

 
• The 108-acre Deckers/Fletcher Project was funded at $75,000. This fuelbreak and restoration 

thinning is one of the final treatments designed to protect the community of Deckers. This 
project also will facilitate safer prescribed burning of more than 2,000 acres of previously 
treated Denver Water and USFS lands. 

 
• Sixty-two acres of USFS lands in three project areas near the communities of Trumbull and 

Scraggy View will be treated in 2008 using $35,000 of federal funding. Adjacent private 
lands were previously treated. 

 


