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Elevations vary from 8,000 feet in the lower canyons to 13,528 feet
atop Kings Peak, the highest in Utah. Ridges divide the area into
large, scenic basins interspersed with glacial moraines and drifts.
These basins are in spectacular contrast to the abrupt ridges which
may rise several thousand feet above them.

About 40 inches of precipitation fall annually, mostly as snow. The
growing season is short. Temperatures in areas above 10,000 feet are
seldom above 80 degrees during summer days. Night temperatures dur-
ing summer are 30-40 degrees with freezing weather possible at any
time. Summer afternoon thunderstroms mav occur with little warning.

About one-half the area is forested. Coniferous trees (lodgepole pine,
Engelmann spruce, Douglas-fir, subalpine fir) occur in large continuous
stands on lower slopes. Quaking aspen occurs in scattered patches
throughout most of the lower elevations of the area. Alpine and
subalpine plant communities which contain many unique sedges and
cushion (mat type) plants, cover about one-third of the area. Variety is
added by isolated meadows and willow fields which occur throughout
the timber, The remaining area is talus slopes, boulder fields, and water.

The Uinta Mountains have outstand-
ing wilderness qualities and are
geologically unique as the highest
mountain range in Utah. Other than
the Brooks Range in Alaska, they
are the most prominent east-west
range in the United States. Their
pre-Cambrian rocks are over 600
million years old. These ancient
rocks were elevated by tremendous
pressure to form nearly vertical
faults. Parent rocks are primarily
quarizite with sandstones and shale

beds.
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“The richest values of Wildermess lle nod in the
days of Daniel Boone nor even in the presend,
but rather in the fufure.”

Aldo Leopold
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