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Dennis Bschor was born in Peoria, 

Illinois. He started his Forest 

Service career in 1969, after 

earning a bachelor’s degree in 

Forest Management from Iowa 

State University. Following two 

years with the U.S. Army in Italy, 

he served in several Forest Service 

positions in Colorado, Wyoming, 

and Washington State as a district 

ranger and forest supervisor. 

 

Bschor played a key role in the development of the 10th Mountain Huts and 

trail system in the Colorado Rocky Mountains. This system is comprised of 

29 backcountry huts connected by 350 miles of suggested routes. He also 

helped develop the Mountain to Sound Greenway that stretches along 100 

miles of Interstate 90 in Washington State from the waterfront in Seattle to 

the edge of desert grasslands in Central Washington. 

  

For three years, Bschor served as the Forest Service National Director for 

Recreation, Heritage and Wilderness Resources in Washington, D.C. 

 

Bschor was always intrigued by the wildness and uniqueness of Alaska, and 

the excellent reputation of Forest Service employees who managed the 

national forests here. He traveled north to become Regional Forester in 

2001. He found that the early part of the 21st Century was a period of 



 

 

economic hardship for many communities in Southeast Alaska. This was 

due in part to the cancellation of long term timber sales contracts in the 

1980s coupled with subsequent closures of pulp mills. Bschor focused on 

the economic development of Alaskan communities that live near and 

depend on the resources of the Tongass and Chugach National Forests.  

 

Bschor’s work was influenced by his recognition of the growing importance 

of recreation and tourism in the Alaska Region. He also felt a keen sense of 

responsibility for the Forest Service’s role in providing for subsistence use 

on public lands for rural residents, and the need to continue to develop 

working relationships with Native leaders, environmental groups, and other 

land management agencies in Alaska. 

 

In 2008, Bschor acknowledged the Forest Service’s removal of Native 

traditional smoke houses, cabins and fish camps in Southeast Alaska from 

the 1930s and 1960s. He participated in a reconciliatory Acknowledgement 

Ceremony that improved relationships between the Forest Service and the 

Tribes, and paved the way for productive partnership activities. 

 

 Bschor and his wife Cheryl were well known for their love of music. Bschor 

was one of the founders of the Fiddlin’ Foresters, a beloved group of Forest 

Service employees who use music to share a message of conservation in 

America.  

 

Bschor moved to Arizona after retirement in 2009. As an avid 

outdoorsman, he endeavors to live his up to his motto to “Enjoy life to the 

fullest; surround myself with excellent people; try not to sweat the small 

stuff, and die with my boots on.” 

 


