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"% " Tnited States Qest Gila 2610 N. Silver Street
, -+ * “Department of rvice * " National Forest Silver City, NM B806
3 Agriculture
.@ | Reply To: 1920 —_l__

Date: January 24, 1992 ! I

Dear Interested Public:

In an effort to keep you informed of the changes to the Gila National Forest Land
Management Plan, we are enclosing a copy of Amendment #7 with accompanying
Decision Notice. This smendment reflects the inclusion of recommendations made as
a result of the Air Quality Related Value Workshop held in Silver City, New Mexico
in December 1989.

Also enclosed is a copy of Correction Notice Number 2 to the Plan and the
accompanying replacement pages for the Plan. This correction reflects

opportunities to improve access to National Forest lands and improve management
efficiencies.

The overall goals and cbjectives of the Plan remain the same and these changes
will help us meet them.

Sincerely,

. STEPHEN K. KELLY

MAYNARD T. ROST
Forest Supervisor

Enclosures

Caring for the Land and Serving People
= F5-6200-284/BR)
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s S%0." be sdditionsl benefits which moy result from & decision to use -
b wu_;Qﬁﬁg;;pruscr1hud.fir- but are nnt nhjl:tivnn for maneging rir- in ;v

Treil blazing and reblezing will be eccomplished using blezing irons
or other tools which will provide uniform quality, The stendard will
be & four by four inch square over & four by eight inch rectangle
separated by two to four inches of undisturbed meterial.,

Treil directional signs will be Limited to trail Junctions only,
Use of untrested ocek trail signs will be required,

Helispots opproved as part of the trensportetion plen will be
meinteined to provide for sefe emergency helicopter use.

Prescribed fire implementetion plans {unplenned ond plenned ignition]
will be initiated on vegetative typos where the natural role of Tire
hes been identified.

Cooplete fire muncgenent ona'yeis planning and decignate fire
menegenent aress within the first decede,

Updete fire menegement implementetion plens on & five yemr intarval.

Centinue to collect informetion on end eveluete the effectiveness of
implemented prescribed fire prescriptions during the first deced=,

hccomplish fire prevention sctivities by continued participation in
public education, personel contects, end reguleted use,.

For emergency wildfire suppression, restrict use of helicopters,
powarsems, emall motorized pumps not mounted on motorized vehicles,
dropping from eirplenes end/or helicopter supplies and equipment
slurry end men to epprovol by Forect FHO, The use of motorized
equipment for non-emergency fire suppression ectivities in classifiec
erens nugt be opproved by the Forest Supervisor. Trectores er
bul'dozers must be spproved by the Regionel Forester or Director of
Avistion ond Fire Menagement undes eny condition.

When Fire Henagement Plenning is completed on & Manegemont Ares,
utilize plenned and unplenned ignitions when within esteblished
prescriptions to eccomplish wilderness mansgement gosls.

A decision to use preccribed fire in wilderness shell not be based o
benefits to wildlife, maintenance of vegetetion types, improvemsnts -
forege production, or enhencement of other retource velues, Thlll ci

wilderness, TSR
The number of fires exceeding ten scres mill be designated in approv
wilderness Tire manegement implementation plens,

Utilize prescribed fire to achieve wilderness objectiven,

Prepare air quality end smoke menzgement plens, ond review end make
recommendationts for proposed sources thet may impsct the Forest's
Close I end Cless II wilderness aress,

Review end make recommendations for stete ere quality redecignetions
for Stete Implementation Plens [SIPs)y Prevention of Significant —
Detericretion Permite [PSDs), end other eir quelity issues, ?;{
Develop and initiate, within the first decade, a Forest sir r:unurgi
monitoring plen to evaluate future impocts,



RESOURCE ACTIVITY STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES =

SEARCH AND RESCUE P26, P27 Use of mechanized equipment (hellcopters landing, long lead 1
helicopter winch lines, ground vehlcles, etc.) requires Fores
Supervisor's approval.

IRSECT AND DISEASE P34 Detect and moniter insect and disease activities. Chemical,

MANAGEMENT

biclogical, or mechanical contrel of epldemic populatiens will enly !
recommended 1f a thorough analysls shows that wilderness values are
directly threatened or if resource values adjacent to wilderness wil
bea severely impacted.

The Inlinﬂlnl Standards and Guidelines apply only to class 1 wilderpess areas of the Gila Natiomal
Forest. The class I wilderness on the Gila National Forest is all of the Gila Wilderness.

AQUATIC RESOURCES _ P16, P17 Alr Quality related values:
' Riparian areas.

Water gquality; Habitat for Gila trout;

5 Ipdicators or sensitive receptora: For water quality - acild
B P . ' R -;{ﬁg neutralizing capacity (ANC), pH, and base cations; For Gila trout
el AT 3 sl T iYY habltat - Mayflies, Stoneflies, clams and snalls; For riparian arsam
vegetative diversity and bliomnss, leaf area index, and Gooding onlomn

Levels of acceptable change:
ANC level (based on current level of sensitivity):

Current leval Levels of scceptable change
. i Sensitive <200 ueg/e Ho decrease
Moderately sensitive 10 percent decreasas,
200 - 400 ueq/e not less than 200 u

pH (levels based on current values):

Current level Level of acceptable chaonge
B - JRtgD ' : less than 6.6 SO Ho decrease
PP Y _ i -1 G _ P it
w sEem 2 6.6 to 7.0 SU No decrease greater than 0.1 5U.
greater than 7.0 SU No decresse greater than 0.5 50,

i srrtoant and not below 6.8 5U).

For base cations, the recommendation is to adopt and use the
A . relationship from Fox.

=y

fﬁéﬁﬂ zgg:u*ﬁbﬂ“'“°*n* Iﬂila trout babitat: .In existing and potential Gila trout habitat,
mj.-ér.j."_r:.i_j;&_ ,.e. mﬂ‘&é‘i&? of 'I:hn mtu:r I'hlll mt be below 6.5. No limits ru:n-!ﬂ:dad l'wﬁ

blnluglnnl indicntnrt. but collection of 1nlnrnntlon is recommende:
e B BTN ¥ protect the food base of trout.

E Riparian areas: No decrcase ln Gooding onlon population density a
ol R iy population distribution

Yegotative diversity = no decrease in riparion-dependent vegetatiw
divereity in riparian aress thaot have a manogement objective of
o SLi En T 1 S nttninln[ late seral vegetation.
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Plen Amcndment No. 7 - January 1992
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RESOURCE

ACTIVITY

STANDARDS AND CUIDELINES

TERRESTRIAL RESOURCES

YISIBILITY

P16, P17

Pl6. P17

Alr quality related values: Threatened and endangered species;

Sub-alpine meadows; Specific habitat for threatened and endangered
specles. !

Indicators or sepsitive receptors: Lichen of the genera Usnea; Solls
(base saturation and cation exchange capacity) in sub-alpine meadows;
Conifer needle longevity; Ozone injury to Pondercsa pline.

Limits of acceptable change:
Lichens - no specific level; pericdic monitoring.
Solls - base saturation: a change of 10 percent; -

cation exchange capacity; a 10 percent deviation from normal
range.

Conifer needle longevity - 25 percent change in needle retentiom.
Ozone injury to Ponderosa pine - concentrations recommended by Fox.

Recommendations: FPeriodic wonitoring of lichens to detect sulfur and

metal accumulations. Attempt to determine existing ozone levels in
the wilderness.

Alr quality related value: Vieibility throughout the wilderness, year
round .

Indicators: Layered haze and uniform haze.

Levels of acceptable change: Layered haze - & two percent change inm

contrast; Uniform haze - a Just Noticeable Change (as measured by
extinction).

Recommendationa: Supplement the existing visibllity data by

monitoring in other parts of the wilderness and by collecting partiel
data.

Plan Amendment ilu. 7 - Januvary 1992
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