
Parson’s Mountain
Lake and Tower Trails 

Sumter National Forest

Located in the northern portion of the Long Cane 
Ranger District, the linear Tower and Lake trails at 
the Parson’s Mountain Recreation Area intersect and 
allow hikers to choose the length of their trip.

Visitors looking for a more relaxing experience can 
walk the Lake Trail stealing glimpses of dogwood, 
wild ginger, sparkleberry and red bud as they trace the 
shore of the lake. Those seeking more of a challenge 
can hike the Tower Trail that will take you past Civil 
War-era gold mines to the historic fire tower that sits 
atop the 800-foot “monadnock,” a mound of rock left 
when all the surrounding land erodes away.

Surrounding area
The Opera House and Burk-Stark Mansion in • 
Historic Abbeville
Fell Camp• 
Parson’s Mountain OHV Trail• 
Cedar Springs OHV Trail• 
Midway Camp• 
Candy Branch Rifle Range• 

For more information
Long Cane Ranger District
810 Buncombe Street
Edgefield, SC 29824
Phone: (803) 637-5396
Fax: (803) 637-5247
Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
On the Web at http://www.fs.fed.us/r8/fms

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Forest Service
Southern Region

May 2010

Fees: 
$3 day-use fee per vehicle for visitors to Parson’s • 
Mountain Recreation Area
Self-serve fee station•	

 
Directions: From Anderson, travel south on Hwy. 
28 to the four-way stop in Abbeville. Turn right and 
travel 3.3 miles to the intersection of Hwy. 28 and 
Hwy 72. Continue on Hwy 28. for 2.1 miles. Turn left 
onto Parson’s Mountain Road (S 1-251), and travel for 
1.5 miles. Entrance is on the right.

Length: Tower Trail 1.4 miles (one way); Lake Trail 
1.3 miles (one way)

Surface Type: Natural, some rocky areas.

Trail blaze: White

Requirements: No motorized vehicles, mountain 
bikes, horses or alcholic beverages.

Safety: Avoid trail use during first two weeks of rifle 
deer season. Wear blaze orange the entire hunting 
season. Be mindful of traffic when traveling on or 
crossing roads.

Amenities:
Paved parking• 
Information board• 
Garbage can• 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. 
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file 
a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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