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RCWs are territorial, non-migratory, cooperative
breeders who make their homes in mature forests of
longleaf and loblolly pine.

They nest from April to July in family units of two to
nine birds, with one breeding pair per unit. Unlike many
species of woodpecker, the RCW excavates cavities only
in living pine trees. These cavaties can take one to three
years to construct.

The RCW is about the size of a bluebird, seven inches
tall with black and white horizontal stripes across its
back, and a distinct black cap with large white cheek
patches. A small red streak or cockade is sometimes vis-
ible on males.

To view an RCW on the forest, look for the cavity trees
marked with double white bands painted near the base.
Your best chance for spotting one is by standing near an
active cavity tree within two hours of sunrise or sunset.
Their call is an abrupt, almost scolding, singular squeak.
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