
Draft                                                                                                       Ashley National Forest 
                                                                                                                                      Fisheries & Wildlife Species  
                                                                                                                                      Diversity Report 

Draft                                                                                                                    September 2009 
Version 1.5 

1

Ashley National Forest 
Fisheries and Wildlife 

Species Diversity Analysis – A Preliminary Report 
 

DRAFT Version 1.5 
September 2009 

 
 

**** Disclaimer:   This document is dynamic and therefore subject to revision and updates at 
any time as new information becomes available. **** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table of Contents 

 
 
 
Executive Summary ..................................................................................................................... 2 
Area of Consideration ................................................................................................................. 3 
Species Diversity Analysis .......................................................................................................... 4 
Federally Listed Species .......................................................................................................... 5 
Species of Concern (SOC) ....................................................................................................... 5 
Screening of SOC for Further Consideration in the Planning Process ....................... 12 
Further Review of Potential SOC..................................................................................... 17 
Summary of SOC Findings ............................................................................................... 31 

Species of Interest (SOI) ........................................................................................................ 33 
Further Screening of Potential SOI .................................................................................. 41 
Summary of SOI Findings ................................................................................................ 56 

Literature Cited ............................................................................................................................. 63 



Draft                                                                                                       Ashley National Forest 
                                                                                                                                      Fisheries & Wildlife Species  
                                                                                                                                      Diversity Report 

Draft                                                                                                                    September 2009 
Version 1.5 

2

Executive Summary 
 
The following animal species are recommended to be carried forward in the forest 
planning process within the designated categories.    
 
Federally Listed Species 

Taxa Group SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME ESA STATUS 
Bird Strix occidentalis Mexican Spotted owl T 
Fish Gila cypha Humpback chub E 
Fish Gila elegans Bonytail chub E 
Fish Ptychocheilus lucius Colorado pikeminnow E 
Fish Xyrauchen texanus Razorback sucker E 
Mammal Mustela nigripes Black-footed ferret  E (historic in UT) 
Mammal Lynx canadensis Canada lynx T 

 
Recommended Species of Concern (SOC) 

Taxa Group SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME Recommended Status 
Invertebrate Perlomyia utahensis Utah needlefly SOC 
Invertebrate Stygobromus utahensis Utah amphipod SOC 
Invertebrate Speyeria nokomis nokomis Nokomis fritillary SOC 
Mollusk Oreohelix eurekensis Eureka mountainsnail SOC 
Fish Oncorhynchus clarkii pleuriticus Colorado River cutthroat trout SOC 
Bird Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald eagle  SOC 
Bird Centrocercus urophasianus Greater sage-grouse SOC 

 
Recommended Species of Interest (SOI) 

Taxa Group SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME Recommended Status 

Reptile 
Crotalus viridis (=oreganus) 
concolor Midget faded rattlesnake  SOI 

Mammal Martes americana American marten SOI 
Mammal Corynorhinus townsendii Townsend's big-eared bat SOI 
Mammal Gulo gulo Wolverine SOI 
Mammal Ovis canadensis Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep SOI 
Bird Picoides dorsalis American Three-toed Woodpecker SOI 
Bird Melanerpes lewis Lewis's Woodpecker SOI 
Bird Accipiter gentilis Northern goshawk SOI 
Bird Falco peregrinus Peregrine Falcon SOI 
Fish Cottus extensus Bear Lake sculpin SOI 
Fish Oncorynchus mykiss Rainbow trout SOI/ Socioeconomic 
Fish Salmo trutta Brown trout SOI/ Socioeconomic 
Fish Salvelinus fontinalis Brook  trout SOI/ Socioeconomic 
Mammal Cervus canadensis Rocky Mountain elk SOI/ Socioeconomic 
Mammal Odocoileus hemionus Mule deer SOI/ Socioeconomic 
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Area of Consideration 
 
The Ashley National Forest is located in the northeastern portion of the State of Utah 
and the southwestern portion of the State of Wyoming (Figure 1).  The area 
administered by the Forest is approximately 1.38 million acres.  The Forest lies within 
the boundaries of six counties: primarily these counties are Uintah, Duchesne, and 
Daggett of Utah.  Very small portions of Summit and Wasatch counties of Utah are also 
on the Forest.  Sweetwater county in the Wyoming is the where much of the Flaming 
Gorge National Recreation Area is located.   
 
The Ashley National Forest is bordered by the Uintah and Ouray Indian Reservation,  
Uinta and Wasatch‐Cache National Forests, private property, and lands administered 
by the Bureau of Land Management and the State of Utah. 
 
The Supervisors and Vernal Ranger District Offices are located in Vernal, Utah.  Ranger 
District offices are also located in Duchesne, Roosevelt, and Manila.  Additional support 
offices for the Flaming Gorge District and National Recreation Area are located in Green 
River, Wyoming and Dutch John, Utah. 
 
The Forest includes lands located in the Uinta Mountain Range, the Wyoming Basin, 
and the Tavaputs Plateau on the south unit. 
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Figure 1. Area Location, Ashley National Forest and Flaming Gorge National Recreation Area. 
 
 
 
Species Diversity Analysis  
 
During the period 2005‐2008, the Ashley National Forest undertook the task of 
analyzing ecosystem and species diversity in relation to the Forest planning effort.  The 
process utilized planning regulations described in the 2005 and 2008 Planning Rules, 
and the associated Forest Service directives.  Those planning rules are no longer valid, 
but the value of the species diversity analysis to future planning efforts likely remains.  
This document provides a summary of analysis of wildlife species diversity for the 
planning process from 2005‐2008 .   
 
Federally Listed Species – These are species listed by the Department of Interior, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, as threatened or endangered.   
 
Species of Concern – These consist of species for which management actions may be 
necessary to prevent listing under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).   
 
Species of Interest – These consist of species for which management actions may be 
necessary or desirable to achieve ecological or other multiple‐use objectives.   
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Under this analysis, identification of species potentially pertinent to the Ashley 
National Forest (ANF) and Flaming Gorge National Recreation Area (FGNRA) followed 
the process outlined in FSH 1909.12, Chapter 43.2.  The elements of which are further 
described below for each category of species. 
 
 
Federally Listed Species 
 
To identify federally listed species applicable to the planning area, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service lists of species with ESA status were obtained.  The sources used 
consisted of threatened, endangered, and proposed species applicable to counties 
located within the ANF and FGNRA (USFWS 2007, USFWS 2008).  The resulting array 
of federally listed animal species that occur or potentially occur within the ANF and 
FGNRA are shown in Table 1.  No Proposed species presently occur on the Ashley 
National Forest.  
 
Table 1. Federally Listed Species 
Taxa 
Group  SCIENTIFIC NAME  COMMON NAME  STATUS* 
Bird  Strix occidentalis  Mexican Spotted owl  T 
Fish  Gila cypha  Humpback chub  E 
Fish  Gila elegans  Bonytail chub  E 
Fish  Ptychocheilus lucius  Colorado pikeminnow  E 
Fish  Xyrauchen texanus  Razorback sucker  E 
Mammal  Mustela nigripes  Black‐footed ferret   E (historic in UT) 
Mammal  Lynx canadensis  Canada lynx  T 
 
Species of Concern (SOC) 
 
The process of query for Species of Concern followed the model provided within the FS 
Handbook Directives for assessment of species diversity.  The components of that 
model for species identification consisted of the following:   

1.  Species identified as proposed and candidate species under the ESA. 

2.  Species with ranks of G‐1 through G‐3 on the NatureServe ranking system. 

3.  Infraspecific (subspecific) taxa with ranks of T‐1 through T‐3 on the NatureServe 
ranking system. 

4.  Species that have been petitioned for federal listing and for which a positive “90‐
day finding” has been made (a 90‐day finding is a preliminary finding that 
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substantive information was provided indicating that the petition listing may be 
warranted and a full status review will be conducted).  

5.  Species that have been recently delisted (these include species delisted within the 
past five years and other delisted species for which regulatory agency 
monitoring is still considered necessary). 

The identified species‐of‐concern may include listable entities such as distinct 
population segments or evolutionarily significant units that may be listed under the 
ESA.   
 
NatureServe Explorer (NatureServe 2008) was the source for identifying species global, 
national, and state rankings, and was also the source for determining potential state 
occurrence of species within either Utah or Wyoming.  NatureServe was also the source 
for more detailed species locations, such as by watershed or county, although 
availability of watershed and county locations varied by species. 
 
More specific species locations in association with the ANF and FGNRA were 
determined using plotted GIS shapefiles and coverages from the following sources:  
 

USDA Forest Service NRIS Fauna wildlife database (NRIS Fauna 2008) 
Utah Natural Heritage Program species database (UNHP 2004) 
Wyoming Natural Diversity database (WYNDD 2003) 

 
Often times, species occurrence within the state was noted by NatureServe, but no 
further information was provided or found within the database sources listed above.  In 
these cases, other sources were accessed, including online museum collections, available 
literature, or other established online databases.  These sources are referenced within 
individual species’ summaries.  Additional information concerning Utah and Wyoming 
State conservation rankings (UDWR 2005, WGFD 2005c), Partners in Flight rankings 
(Parrish et al. 2002, Nicholoff 2003), and USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern 
(USFWS 2002) were also reviewed and included within the query results.  Definitions 
for acronyms and status indicators used by these sources as well as NatureServe are 
provided in Table 2.   
 
The results of the initial Species of Concern query process are shown in Table 3. 
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Table 2.  Species Ranking and Priority Systems (Terms and Definitions)  
  
NatureServe Conservation Rankings 

 

G1/T1: NatureServe Global Conservation Status Rank, Critically Imperiled  
At very high risk of extinction due to extreme rarity (often 5 or fewer populations), very steep declines, or 
other factors. 

 

G2/T2: NatureServe Global Conservation Status Rank, Imperiled   
At high risk of extinction due to very restricted range, very few populations (often 20 or fewer), steep 
declines, or other factors. 

 

G3/T3: NatureServe Global Conservation Status Rank, Vulnerable  
At moderate risk of extinction due to a restricted range, relatively few populations (often 80 or fewer), recent 
and widespread declines, or other factors. 

 
GX: NatureServe Global Conservation Status Rank, Presumed Extinct (species) 
Not located despite intensive searches and virtually no likelihood of rediscovery. 

 

GU: NatureServe Global Conservation Status Rank, Unrankable    
Currently unrankable due to lack of information or due to substantially conflicting information about status 
or trends. 

 

N1: NatureServe National Conservation Status Rank (NRank) - Critically Imperiled 
Critically imperiled in the nation because of extreme rarity (often 5 or fewer occurrences) or because of 
some factor(s) such as very steep declines making it especially vulnerable to extirpation from the nation.  

 

N2: NatureServe National Conservation Status Rank (NRank) - Imperiled  
Imperiled in the nation because of rarity due to very restricted range, very few populations (often 20 or 
fewer), steep declines, or other factors making it very vulnerable to extirpation from the nation. 

 

NU: NatureServe National Conservation Status Rank-Unrankable 
Currently unrankable due to lack of information or due to substantially conflicting information about status 
or trends. 

 
NNR: NatureServe National Conservation Status Rank — Not Applicable 
Nation conservation status not yet assessed. 

 

S1: NatureServe Subnational Conservation Status Rank - Critically Imperiled 
Critically imperiled in the state or province because of extreme rarity (often 5 or fewer occurrences) or 
because of some factor(s) such as very steep declines making it especially vulnerable to extirpation from the 
state or province.  

 

S2: NatureServe Subnational Conservation Status Rank - Imperiled 
Imperiled in the state or province because of rarity due to very restricted range, very few populations (often 
20 or fewer), steep declines, or other factors making it very vulnerable to extirpation from the state or 
province. 

 

S3: NatureServe subnational Conservation Status Rank - Vulnerable-Vulnerable in the state or province 
due to a restricted range, relatively few populations (often 80 or fewer), recent and widespread declines, or 
other factors making it vulnerable to extirpation. 

 
S4: NatureServe Subnational Conservation Status Rank - Apparently Secure-Uncommon but not rare; 
some cause for long-term concern due to declines or other factors. 

 
S5: NatureServe Subnational Conservation Status Rank - Secure-Common, widespread, and abundant in 
the state or province. 

 

SX: NatureServe Subnational Conservation Status Rank-Presumed Extirpated 
Species or community is believed to be extirpated from the state or province. Not located despite intensive 
searches of historical sites and other appropriate habitat, and virtually no likelihood that it will be 
rediscovered. 

 
SNA: NatureServe Subnational Conservation Status Rank — Not Applicable — A conservation status 
rank is not applicable because the species is not a suitable target for conservation activities. 

 
SNR: NatureServe Subnational Conservation Status Rank - Unranked 
State or Province conservation status not yet assessed. 
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SU: NatureServe Subnational Conservation Status Rank-Unrankable-Currently unrankable due to lack 
of information or due to substantially conflicting information about status or trends 

Utah Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy 
 Tier I --   Federally threatened and endangered, Candidate, and Conservation Agreement Species 

 
Tier II --  Species believed to be of greatest conservation concern due to: biology/life history, population 
status, distribution, and threats 

 Tier III -- Species of Conservation Concern for which gathering additional information is a priority. 
Wyoming Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy  
 SGCN -- Species of Greatest Conservation Need 
Utah Partners In Flight Strategy 
 Priority -- Bird species that should be considered as priority for conservation action. 
Wyoming Partners In Flight Strategy  
 Level I (Conservation Action) -- Species that clearly need conservation action. 
 Level II (Monitoring) -- Species for which the action and focus is monitoring. 

 
Level III (Local Interest) -- Species that Wyoming Partners in Flight may recommend for conservation 
action, that are not otherwise high priority, but are of local interest. 

US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Birds of Conservation Concern  
 BCC - Migratory and non-migratory birds that represent USFWS highest conservation priorities.  
  

 
 
 
Table 3.  Initial list of  Potential Species of Concern. 

Common Name Scientific Name 

NatureServe
Global 
Rank 

NatureServe
National 
Rank 

NatureServe
Utah Rank 

NatureServe 
Wyoming 
Rank 

UT 
CWCS 
Status 

WY 
CWCS 
Status 

INSECTS               
A Caddisfly Alisotrichia arizonica G3 N3 SNR **   
A Caddisfly Allomyia chama G2G4 N2N4 ** SNR   
A Caddisfly Apatania comosa G2G3 N2N3 SNR **   
A Caddisfly Asynarchus circopa G2G4 N2N4 SNR SNR   
A Caddisfly Brachycentrus echo G3 N3 SNR **   

A Caddisfly 
Grammotaulius 
lorettae G3 N3 SNR SNR   

A Caddisfly Homophylax baldur G2G3 N1N3 SNR **   

A Caddisfly 
Lepidostoma 
apornum G2G4 N2N4 SNR **   

A Caddisfly Limnephilus sylviae G2G4 N2N4 ** SNR   
A Caddisfly Limnephilus uintah G2G3 N2N3 SNR **   
A Caddisfly Mayatrichia moselyi G1G3 N1N3 SNR **   
A Caddisfly Mayatrichia ponta G2G4 N2N4 ** SNR   

A Caddisfly 
Micrasema 
alexanderi G1G3 N1N3 SNR SNR   

A Caddisfly Micrasema diteris G2G4 N2N4 SNR **   
A Caddisfly Micrasema etra G1G3 N1N3 ** SNR   
A Caddisfly Ochrotrichia ildria G2G3 N2N3 SNR **   
A Caddisfly Ochrotrichia trapoiza G3 N3 SNR SNR   
A Caddisfly Rhyacophila oreia G1G3 N1N3 ** SNR   
A Caddisfly Smicridea dispar G2G4 N2N4 SNR **   
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Common Name Scientific Name 

NatureServe
Global 
Rank 

NatureServe
National 
Rank 

NatureServe
Utah Rank 

NatureServe 
Wyoming 
Rank 

UT 
CWCS 
Status 

WY 
CWCS 
Status 

A Caddisfly 
Wormaldia 
arizonensis G1G3 N1N3 SNR **   

A Grasshopper 
Oedaleonotus 
werneri G1G3 N1N3 SNR **   

A Mayfly 
Acerpenna 
thermophilos G1G3 N1N3 ** SNR   

A Mayfly Ameletus edmundsi G1G2 N1N2 S1 **   
A Mayfly Analetris eximia G3 N3 SH SNR   
A Mayfly Anepeorus rusticus G2 N2 SH **   

A Mayfly 
Brachycercus 
tuberculatus G1G2 N1 SNR **   

A Mayfly Cinygmula gartrelli G2G4 N1 SH **   
A Mayfly Cinygmula kootenai G1G3 N1 SNR **   
A Mayfly Leucrocuta petersi G2G3 N2N3 SH SNR   

A Mayfly 
Paraleptophlebia 
packii G2G3 N2N3 SNR SNR   

A Mayfly 
Parameletus 
columbiae G2 N2 SH SNR   

A Millipede Polydesmus cavicola G1? N1? SH **   

A Noctuid moth 

Dichagyris 
(Mesembagrotis) 
reliqua G2G3 N1N3 ** SNR   

A Spur-throat 
grasshopper Melanoplus ascensor G2G3 N2N3 SNR **   
A Spur-throat 
grasshopper 

Melanoplus 
solitudinis G2G3 N2N3 SNR **   

Autumn springfly Pictetiella expansa G3 N3 SH SNR   
Big Sand tiger 
beetle 

Cicindela formosa 
gibsoni G5T1 N1 SNR **   

Bleached skimmer Libellula composita G3 N3 S2? SNR   
Blind Cave leiodid 
beetle 

Glacicavicola 
bathyscioides G1G3 N1N3 ** SNR   

Bog fritillary 
Boloria eunomia 
ursadentis G5T2 N2 ** SNR   

Canyon crescent 
Phyciodes batesii 
anasazi G4T2T3 N2N3 SNR SNR   

Colorado blue 
Euphilotes rita 
coloradensis 

G3G4T2T
3 N2N3 ** SNR   

Colorado hairstreak 
Hypaurotis crysalus 
intermedia G5T1T2 N1N2 SNR **   

Desert green 
hairstreak Callophrys comstocki G2G3 N2N3 SNR **   
Dingy arctic 
fritillary 

Boloria improba 
harryi G5T2 N2 ** SNR   

Emmel's blue 
Euphilotes rita 
emmeli G3G4T2 N2 SNR **   

Gillette's 
checkerspot Euphydryas gillettii G2G3 N2N3 SNR SNR   
Great Basin 
fritillary Speyeria egleis reidi G5T2T3 N1N2 SNR **   
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Common Name Scientific Name 

NatureServe
Global 
Rank 

NatureServe
National 
Rank 

NatureServe
Utah Rank 

NatureServe 
Wyoming 
Rank 

UT 
CWCS 
Status 

WY 
CWCS 
Status 

Hairy-necked tiger 
beetle 

Cicindela hirticollis 
corpuscula G5T2T3 N2N3 SNR **   

Leanira 
checkerspot 

Chlosyne leanira 
flavodorsalis 

G4G5T2T
3 N2N3 SNR **   

Maricopa tiger 
beetle 

Cicindela oregona 
maricopa G5T3 N3 SNR **   

Napaea fritillary 
Boloria alaskensis 
halli G5T2T3 N2N3 ** SNR   

Narrow-foot 
hygrotus diving 
beetle Hygrotus diversipes G1G2 N1N2 ** S1S2   
Nevada point-
headed grasshopper 

Acrolophitus 
nevadensis G2G3 N2N3 SNR **   

Nevada tiger beetle 
Cicindela nevadica 
tubensis G5T3 N3 SNR **   

No common name Euphilotes ellisi ellisi 
G4G5T1T
2 N1N2 SNR **   

Nokomis fritillary Speyeria nokomis G3 N3 S2? **   

Nokomis fritillary 
Speyeria nokomis 
nokomis G3T1 N1 SNR **   

Riparian tiger 
beetle 

Cicindela praetextata 
pallidofemora G5T3 N3 SNR **   

Tanner's black 
camel cricket Utabaenetes tanneri G1G3 NNR SH **   
Tiny forestfly Malenka tina G3 N3 S1? **   
Utah needlefly Perlomyia utahensis G3 N3 S2? **   
Utah sallfly Sweltsa cristata G1G2 N1N2 S1? **   
Utah sallfly Sweltsa gaufini G3 N3 SH **   

Utah wood nymph 
Cercyonis pegala 
utahensis G5T2T3 N2N3 SNR **   

Western sulphur 
Colias occidentalis 
pseudochristina 

G3G4T2T
4 NU SNR **   

CRUSTACEANS               

A Cave obligate 
harvestman 

Cryptobunus 
ungulatus 
madhousensis 

G3G4T1T
2 N1N2 SNR **   

Utah amphipod 
Stygobromus 
utahensis G1G2 N1N2 SNR **   

MOLLUSKS               
Eureka 
mountainsnail Oreohelix eurekensis G1 N1 S1 ** Tier II  
Green River 
pebblesnail 

Fluminicola 
coloradoensis G2G3 N2N3 S2S3 SNR  SGCN 

Morgan Creek 
mountainsnail Oreohelix swopei G1 N1 ** SU  SGCN 

Oblique ambersnail 
Oxyloma 
nuttallianum G2G4 N2N4 SNA **   

Ogden Rocky 
mountainsnail 

Oreohelix 
peripherica 
wasatchensis G2T1 N1 S1 ** Tier I  

Olive physa Physella cooperi G3 N3 ** SNR  SGCN 
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Common Name Scientific Name 

NatureServe
Global 
Rank 

NatureServe
National 
Rank 

NatureServe
Utah Rank 

NatureServe 
Wyoming 
Rank 

UT 
CWCS 
Status 

WY 
CWCS 
Status 

Pygmy 
mountainsnail Oreohelix pygmaea G1 N1 ** SNR  SGCN 
Rotund physa Physella columbiana G2 N2 ** S2  SGCN 
Southern 
Bonneville pyrg 

Pyrgulopsis 
transversa G2 N2 S1S2 ** Tier II  

Uinta 
mountainsnail 

Oreohelix eurekensis 
unita G1T1 N1 S1 ** Tier II  

Cloaked physa 
Physa 
megalochlamys G3 N3 S1? SNR `  

FISH               
Bear Lake sculpin Cottus extensus G1 N1 S1 ** Tier II  
Colorado River 
cutthroat trout 

Oncorhynchus clarkii 
pleuriticus G4T3 N2N3 S2? S1  Tier I SGCN 

June sucker Chasmistes liorus G1 N1 S1 ** Tier I  

Least chub 
Iotichthys 
phlegethontis G1 N1 S1  Tier I  

Northern 
leatherside chub Lepidomeda copei G1G2 N1N2 S2? S1 Tier II SGCN 
Roundtail chub Gila robusta G3 N3 S2S3 S3  Tier I SGCN 
Southern 
leatherside chub Lepidomeda aliciae G2 N2 S2 ** Tier II  
AMPHIBIANS               
Wyoming Toad Bufo baxteri G1 N1 ** S1  SGCN 
Arizona Toad Bufo microscaphus G3G4 N3N4 S2 ** Tier II  
Relict Leopard 
Frog Rana onca G1 N1 SX ** Tier I  
Southern Rockies 
Wood Frog Rana sylvatica pop. 2 G5T3Q N3 ** S1   
REPTILES               
        
BIRDS               
American white 
pelican ф§ 

Pelecanus 
erythrorhynchos G3 N3 S1B S1B Tier II SGCN 

Bald eagle § 
Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus G5 N5B,N5N S1B,S3N S3B,S5N Tier I SGCN 

Greater sage-
grouse ф§ 

Centrocercus 
urophasianus G4 N4 S2? S4 Tier II SGCN 

Mountain plover* Charadrius montanus G2 N2B,N2N S1B S2 Tier III SGCN 
Western yellow-
billed cuckoo ф§ 

Coccyzus americanus 
occidentalis G5T3Q N3B SNR SNR   

Yellow-billed 
cuckoo* ф§ Coccyzus americanus G5 N5B S1B S1 Tier I SGCN 
MAMMALS               
Wyoming pocket 
gopher Thomomys clusius G2 N2 ** S2   SGCN 
* = USFWS Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) 
** = No species distribution within the applicable State 
ф = Utah Partners in Flight Priority Species 
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§ = Wyoming Partners in Flight Level I or II Priority Species 
 
 
Screening of SOC for Further Consideration in the Planning Process 
 
Using the suggested criteria in section 43.22a through c, some species may not require 
further consideration in the planning process because:  

1.  There are no known occurrences or suitable habitat of the species on the forest, 
grassland, prairie, or other comparable administrative unit.   

2.  They are secure within the plan area. 

3.  They are not affected by management or potential plan components. 
 
In addition to the above criteria, the Responsible Official should consider level of 
knowledge about species when determining those species‐of‐concern and species‐of‐
interest that will be considered in detail in the planning process.   
 
In general, only those species about which enough information is known to complete a 
credible assessment should be carried forward for additional evaluation. 
 
As a result of the screening analysis, a number of proposed species, are not being 
carried forward as SOC and SOI.  Tables 5 and 6 show which species will not be carried 
forward as SOC or SOI and the rationale for that. 
 
 
Table 4.  Species Reviewed as Potential SOC 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Known 
Occurrence on 
ANF/FGNRA? 

Suitable 
Habitat 
Present? 

Secure 
within the 
Planning 
Area? 

Potentially 
Affected by 
Management?

INSECTS         
A Caddisfly Alisotrichia arizonica No    
A Caddisfly Allomyia chama No    
A Caddisfly Apatania comosa No    
A Caddisfly Asynarchus circopa No    
A Caddisfly Brachycentrus echo No    
A Caddisfly Grammotaulius lorettae Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown
A Caddisfly Homophylax baldur Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown
A Caddisfly Lepidostoma apornum No    
A Caddisfly Limnephilus sylviae No    
A Caddisfly Limnephilus uintah Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown
A Caddisfly Mayatrichia moselyi No    
A Caddisfly Mayatrichia ponta No    
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Common Name Scientific Name 

Known 
Occurrence on 
ANF/FGNRA? 

Suitable 
Habitat 
Present? 

Secure 
within the 
Planning 
Area? 

Potentially 
Affected by 
Management?

A Caddisfly Micrasema alexanderi No    
A Caddisfly Micrasema diteris No    
A Caddisfly Micrasema etra No    
A Caddisfly Ochrotrichia ildria No    
A Caddisfly Ochrotrichia trapoiza No    
A Caddisfly Rhyacophila oreia No    
A Caddisfly Smicridea dispar No    
A Caddisfly Wormaldia arizonensis No    
A Grasshopper Oedaleonotus werneri No    

A Mayfly 
Acerpenna 
thermophilos No    

A Mayfly Ameletus edmundsi No    
A Mayfly Analetris eximia Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown
A Mayfly Anepeorus rusticus No    

A Mayfly 
Brachycercus 
tuberculatus 

No
   

A Mayfly Cinygmula gartrelli No    
A Mayfly Cinygmula kootenai No    
A Mayfly Leucrocuta petersi No    
A Mayfly Paraleptophlebia packii No    
A Mayfly Parameletus columbiae No    
A Millipede Polydesmus cavicola No    

A Noctuid moth 

Dichagyris 
(Mesembagrotis) 
reliqua 

No

   
A Spur-throat 
grasshopper Melanoplus ascensor 

No
   

A Spur-throat 
grasshopper Melanoplus solitudinis 

No
   

Autumn springfly Pictetiella expansa No    

Big Sand tiger beetle 
Cicindela formosa 
gibsoni 

No
   

Bleached skimmer Libellula composita No    
Blind Cave leiodid 
beetle 

Glacicavicola 
bathyscioides 

No
   

Bog fritillary 
Boloria eunomia 
ursadentis 

No
   

Canyon crescent 
Phyciodes batesii 
anasazi 

No
   

Colorado blue 
Euphilotes rita 
coloradensis 

No
   

Colorado hairstreak 
Hypaurotis crysalus 
intermedia 

No
   

Desert green hairstreak Callophrys comstocki No    
Dingy arctic fritillary Boloria improba harryi No    
Emmel's blue Euphilotes rita emmeli No    
Gillette's checkerspot Euphydryas gillettii No    



Draft                                                                                                       Ashley National Forest 
                                                                                                                                      Fisheries & Wildlife Species  
                                                                                                                                      Diversity Report 

Draft                                                                                                                    September 2009 
Version 1.5 

14

Common Name Scientific Name 

Known 
Occurrence on 
ANF/FGNRA? 

Suitable 
Habitat 
Present? 

Secure 
within the 
Planning 
Area? 

Potentially 
Affected by 
Management?

Great Basin fritillary Speyeria egleis reidi No    
Hairy-necked tiger 
beetle 

Cicindela hirticollis 
corpuscula 

No
   

Leanira checkerspot 
Chlosyne leanira 
flavodorsalis 

No
   

Maricopa tiger beetle 
Cicindela oregona 
maricopa 

No
   

Napaea fritillary Boloria alaskensis halli No    
Narrow-foot hygrotus 
diving beetle Hygrotus diversipes 

No
   

Nevada point-headed 
grasshopper 

Acrolophitus 
nevadensis 

No
   

Nevada tiger beetle 
Cicindela nevadica 
tubensis 

No
   

No common name Euphilotes ellisi ellisi No    
Nokomis fritillary Speyeria nokomis No    

Nokomis fritillary 
Speyeria nokomis 
nokomis Unknown Yes Unknown Yes 

Riparian tiger beetle 
Cicindela praetextata 
pallidofemora 

No
   

Tanner's black camel 
cricket Utabaenetes tanneri 

No
   

Tiny forestfly Malenka tina No    
Utah needlefly Perlomyia utahensis Yes Yes Unknown Unknown 
Utah sallfly Sweltsa cristata No    
Utah sallfly Sweltsa gaufini No    

Utah wood nymph 
Cercyonis pegala 
utahensis 

No
   

Western sulphur 
Colias occidentalis 
pseudochristina 

No
   

CRUSTACEANS         
A Cave obligate 
harvestman 

Cryptobunus ungulatus 
madhousensis No     

Utah amphipod Stygobromus utahensis Yes Yes Unknown Yes 
MOLLUSKS         
Eureka mountainsnail Oreohelix eurekensis Yes Yes Unknown Yes 

Green River pebblesnail 
Fluminicola 
coloradoensis No    

Morgan Creek 
mountainsnail Oreohelix swopei Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown 
Oblique ambersnail Oxyloma nuttallianum No    
Ogden Rocky 
mountainsnail 

Oreohelix peripherica 
wasatchensis No    

Olive physa Physella cooperi No    
Pygmy mountainsnail Oreohelix pygmaea No    
Rotund physa Physella columbiana No    
Southern Bonneville 
pyrg Pyrgulopsis transversa No    
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Common Name Scientific Name 

Known 
Occurrence on 
ANF/FGNRA? 

Suitable 
Habitat 
Present? 

Secure 
within the 
Planning 
Area? 

Potentially 
Affected by 
Management?

Uinta mountainsnail 
Oreohelix eurekensis 
unita 

Yes, but 
addressed as 
O. eurekensis 

See O. 
eurekensis 

See O. 
eurekensis 

See O. 
eurekensis 

Cloaked physa Physa megalochlamys No    
FISH         
Bear Lake sculpin Cottus extensus Yes (FGNRA) Yes Yes Unknown 
Colorado River 
cutthroat trout 

Oncorhynchus clarkii 
pleuriticus Yes Yes Unknown Yes 

June sucker Chasmistes liorus No    
Least chub Iotichthys phlegethontis No    
Northern leatherside 
chub Lepidomeda copei 

No
   

Roundtail chub Gila robusta No 
16 miles 
downstream N/A Unlikely 

Southern leatherside 
chub Lepidomeda aliciae No    
AMPHIBIANS         
Wyoming Toad Bufo baxteri No    
Arizona Toad Bufo microscaphus No    
Relict Leopard Frog Rana onca No    
Southern Rockies Wood 
Frog Rana sylvatica pop. 2 No    
REPTILES         
      
BIRDS         

American white pelican  
Pelecanus 
erythrorhynchos Incidental 

Yes (Non 
breeding) N/A Unlikely 

Bald eagle  
Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus Yes Yes Tier I SGCN 

Greater sage-grouse  
Centrocercus 
urophasianus Yes Yes Tier II SGCN 

Mountain plover* Charadrius montanus No  Tier III SGCN 
Western yellow-billed 
cuckoo 

Coccyzus americanus 
occidentalis 

Addressed as 
C. americanus    

Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus Unknown Unknown Unknown Yes 
MAMMALS         
Wyoming pocket 
gopher Thomomys clusius No   SGCN 

 
Information Collection 
 
Collect and synthesize existing information on listed and proposed species, species‐of‐
concern, and species‐of‐interest.  Information may come from a variety of sources 
including literature, local information on occurrence and population status, sub‐basin 
analyses, large‐scale assessments, and information gathered from local species experts 
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and other organizations.  The Responsible Official may consider the following types of 
information: 

1.  Current taxonomy. 

2.  Distribution (including historical and current trends).  

3.  Abundance (including historical and current trends). 

4.  Demographics and population trends including population effects resulting from 
hunting, fishing, trapping, and natural population fluctuations.   

5.  Diversity (phenotypic, genetic, and ecological). 

6.  Habitat requirements at appropriate spatial scales. 

7.  Habitat amount, distribution, and trends. 

8.  Ecological function. 

9.  Key biological interactions. 

10.  Limiting factors. 

11.  Risk factors including various natural and human disturbances (wildland fire, 
trails, roads, and dams). 

 
This step emphasizes the collection and summarization of existing information, but one 
of the key points should be to identify critical information that is essential to 
management and currently lacking, especially for the evaluation of species‐of‐interest 
and species‐of‐concern.   
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Further Review of Potential SOC 
 
The following species are known to occur or potentially occur within the ANF planning 
area.  Therefore, further consideration and review is provided.   
 
Analetris eximia 
A Mayfly 

Global Rank G3 

Known Occurrence on ANF/ FGNRA?  Unknown. 
National Rank N3 

Utah Rank SH 

Wyoming Rank SNR Special Status: None 
Taxonomy  Valid (ITIS 2008) 

Distribution 

Distribution described as Alberta and Saskatchewan, Canada and Utah and Wyoming, 
USA.  Declared extirpated from Utah (NatureServe 2008).  Edmunds (1972) described 
the Wyoming location as Sweetwater County, Blacks Fork River at Granger and Green 
River at Buckboard Flats, prior to inundation of the site by creation of the Flaming 
Gorge Reservoir. 

Habitats 
Warm rivers with constantly shifting sand substrates (Edmunds and Koss 1972 in 
NatureServe 2008).  

Abundance Unknown 
Trends Unknown 

Habitat Amount, 
Distribution and 

Trends Unknown 
Ecological Function Unknown 

Key Biological 
Interactions Unspecified 

Limiting factors Unknown 
Risk factors Unspecified 
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Grammotaulius lorettae 
A Caddisfly 

Global Rank G3 

Known Occurrence on ANF/ FGNRA?  Unknown. 
National Rank N3 

Utah Rank SNR 
Wyoming Rank SNR Special Status: None 

Taxonomy  Valid (ITIS 2008) 

Distribution 

Originally found in a small, weed-filled pond at treeline in Colorado (Wiggins 2000 in 
NatureServe 2008), but subsequently found in montane regions of Utah and Wyoming 
(NatureServe 2008).  Other Colorado records include Gunnison, Larimer, Elbert, 
Garfield, and Pitkin Cos. (Herrmann et al. 1986).  Current locations in Utah are 
unspecified. 

Habitats 
Mid to upper elevation lakes and ponds.  Hermann et al. (1986) described the species as 
occurring in lakes and ponds from 6,350 to 10,100 feet elevation. 

Abundance Unknown 
Trends Unknown 

Habitat Amount, 
Distribution and 

Trends Unknown 
Ecological Function Climber, case a tube of long leaf pieces (Merritt and Cummins 1984).   

Key Biological 
Interactions Unspecified 

Limiting factors Unknown 
Risk factors Unspecified 

 
Homophylax baldur 
A Caddisfly 

Global Rank G2G3 

Known Occurrence on ANF/ FGNRA?  Unknown. 
National Rank N1N3 

Utah Rank SNR 
Wyoming Rank   Special Status: None 

Taxonomy  Valid (ITIS 2008) 

Distribution 
Found only in Waterton Lakes National Park, Alberta; and in the state of Utah (sites 
unspecified) (Nimmo 1977 in NatureServe 2008). 

Habitats Mountain lakes (E.H. Strickland Entomological Museum 2008) 
Abundance Unknown 

Trends Unknown 
Habitat Amount, 
Distribution and 

Trends Unknown 
Ecological Function Shredders, detritivores (Merritt and Cummins 1984). 

Key Biological 
Interactions Unspecified 

Limiting factors Unknown 
Risk factors Unspecified 

 



Draft                                                                                                       Ashley National Forest 
                                                                                                                                      Fisheries & Wildlife Species  
                                                                                                                                      Diversity Report 

Draft                                                                                                                    September 2009 
Version 1.5 

19

Limnephilus uintah 
A Caddisfly 

Global Rank G2G3 

Known Occurrence on ANF/ FGNRA?  Unknown. 
National Rank N2N3 

Utah Rank SNR 

Wyoming Rank  Special Status: None 
Taxonomy  Valid (ITIS 2008) 

Distribution Known from Summit and Uintah Cos., Utah only (Ruiter 1995 in NatureServe 2008). 

Habitats 
Genus: all types of lotic and lentic habitats, including temporary ponds and streams 
(Merritt and Cummins 1984). 

Abundance Unknown 
Trends Unknown 

Habitat Amount, 
Distribution and 

Trends Unknown 
Ecological Function Unknown 

Key Biological 
Interactions Unspecified 

Limiting factors Unknown 
Risk factors Unspecified 
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Perlomyia utahensis 
Utah needlefly 

Global Rank G3 
Known Occurrence on ANF/ FGNRA?  Known from three location on the 
ANF.  

National Rank N3 
Utah Rank S2? 

Wyoming Rank   Special Status: None 

Taxonomy  Valid (ITIS 2008) 

Distribution 

Known from >30 EO's throughout the Coast, Cascade and Rocky Mountains 
(NatureServe 2008).  In Utah, it has been reported in Beaver, Box Elder, Cache, 
Millard, Salt Lake, Sevier, Summit, Utah, Wasatch, and Weber counties (NatureServe 
2008).  On the ANF, all three detections occurred back in 1990 in the following 
streams: Timber Canyon Creek (south unit) , North Fork Dry Fork, and the North Fork 
Duchesne River.  

Habitats Springs and rheocrenes (NatureServe 2008). 

Abundance 

Known from >30 EO's throughout the Coast, Cascade and Rocky Mountains 
(NatureServe 2008).  On the ANF, the species has been reported as occurring at three 
locations in 1990 occurred back in 1990 in the following streams: Timber Canyon 
Creek (south unit) , North Fork Dry Fork, and the North Fork Duchesne River.  

Trends Unknown 
Habitat Amount, 
Distribution and 

Trends Unknown 
Ecological Function Unspecified 

Key Biological 
Interactions Unknown 

Limiting factors Unknown 
Risk factors Logging, over grazing, and water development (NatureServe 2008).  
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Speyeria nokomis nokomis 
Nokomis fritillary 

Global Rank G3T1 
Known Occurrence on ANF/ FGNRA?  One questionable UNHP sighting 
on the ANF (pre-1976)(NRIS Fauna database).  

National Rank N1 
Utah Rank SNR 

Wyoming Rank ** Special Status: None 
Taxonomy  Valid (ITIS 2008) 

Distribution 

Selby (2007) describes the subspecies distribution as eastern Utah (Duchesne, Uintah, 
Grand, and San Juan) as well as western Colorado, northeastern Arizona, and northern 
New Mexico.  The largest known colony is located along the Ashley Creek, north of 
Vernal on private lands (Selby 2007).  
 
According to Hammond (2008), populations located in northeastern Utah are actually 
intergrades between subspecies apacheana and subspecies nokomis. 

Habitats 

Streamside meadows and open seepage areas with an abundance of violets (Viola 
nephrophylla) in generally desert landscapes (NatureServe 2008).  Locations of V. 
nephrophylla appear to be located on the ANF (Utah State University 2008). 

Abundance Unknown 
Trends Unknown 

Habitat Amount, 
Distribution and 

Trends Some springs have been developed for livestock or domestic use.  
Ecological Function Unknown 

Key Biological 
Interactions 

Utilizes Viola nephrophylla as a caterpillar host plant.  Populations in northeastern 
Utah are described as intergrades between subspecies apacheana and subspecies 
nokomis (Hammond 2008). 

Limiting factors Unknown 
Risk factors Not specified 
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Stygobromus utahensis 
Utah amphipod 

Global Rank G1G2 

Known Occurrence on ANF/ FGNRA?  Yes, on the ANF. 
National Rank N1N2 

Utah Rank SNR 

Wyoming Rank   Special Status: None 

Taxonomy  Valid (ITIS 2008) 

Distribution 
Known only from type locality in Duchesne County, Pole Creek Cave, 37 km NNW of 
Roosevelt, Utah (Wang and Holsinger, 2001).  

Habitats 
Caves and caverns (Wang and Holsinger 2001).  The known site is located at 6,980 feet 
elevation. 

Abundance Currently only known from one cave site. 
Trends Unknown 

Habitat Amount, 
Distribution and 

Trends Current condition and management status of Pole Creek Cave is unknown. 
Ecological Function Unknown 

Key Biological 
Interactions Associated with freshwater, restricted to subterranean (caves) waters. 

Limiting factors Availability of ground water in cave.   
Risk factors Not specified 
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Oreohelix eurekensis 
Eureka mountainsnail 

Global Rank G1 
Known Occurrence on ANF/ FGNRA?  Yes (Hominy Creek, ANF; Big 
Spring site, FGNRA (USFWS 2005)). 

National Rank N1 
Utah Rank S1 

Wyoming Rank   Special Status: Utah CWCS Tier II 

Taxonomy  

Valid (ITIS 2008).  The subspecies site was rediscovered by Oliver and Bosworth 
(2000), but the taxonomic status of the subspecies is in question (USFWS 2005).  
Therefore, the taxa is treated at the species level for this analysis. 

Distribution 

 Endemic to Utah, this species has been reported from about 6 localities representing 4 
widely separated populations scattered across northern Utah roughly in an east-west 
band (UDWR 2008).  Shell specimens at an additional site have also been discovered at 
Big Spring on the west side of Flaming Gorge Reservoir (USFWS 2005). 

Habitats 

Relatively open, 45-degree, south-southwest-facing slope of broken limestone and 
loam.  On-site vegetation consists of chokecherry, rose, serviceberry, pine, Douglas-fir, 
and wax current (Oliver and Bosworth 2000).  

Abundance Known from 6 sites within Utah. 
Trends Unknown 

Habitat Amount, 
Distribution and 

Trends 
Current condition and management status of the Hominy Creek site is uncertain.  As of 
2005, the site was reported to be fenced and monitored (USFWS 2005).  

Ecological Function Nutrient cycling (USFWS 2005).  
Key Biological 

Interactions Unknown 
Limiting factors Moist soil conditions (USFWS 2005). 

Risk factors 
Mining, fire (Oliver and Bosworth 1999), Cattle grazing, timber harvest (Oliver and 
Bosworth 2000), Scientific collection (USFWS 2005).  
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Oreohelix swopei 
Morgan Creek mountainsnail 

Global Rank G1 

Known Occurrence on ANF/ FGNRA?  Unknown 
National Rank N1 

Utah Rank   

Wyoming Rank SU Special Status: Wyoming CWCS: SGCN 

Taxonomy  

Valid (ITIS 2008).  However, Metcalf and Smart (1997 in BISON-M 2008) state that 
the species requires further evaluation in regard to taxonomy and distribution, 
especially as to how it might relate to O. strigosa depressa or to O. subrudis.  

Distribution 

A total of eleven specimens reported for NM only (ANSP 2008). Metcalf and Smart 
(1997 in BISON-M 2008) describes the species in New Mexico as occurring in the 
Black Range in canyons. 

Habitats Terrestrial 

Abundance 
Mainly described from sites in the Black Range, New Mexico.  No locations are 
described for Wyoming. 

Trends Unknown 
Habitat Amount, 
Distribution and 

Trends Unknown.  The site in Wyoming is not specified. 
Ecological Function Nutrient cycling (USFWS 2005).  

Key Biological 
Interactions Unknown 

Limiting factors Moist soil conditions (USFWS 2005). 

Risk factors Unknown 
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Bear Lake sculpin 
Cottus extensus 

Global Rank G1 

Known Occurrence on ANF/ FGNRA?  Yes (Flaming Gorge Reservoir) 
National Rank N1 

Utah Rank S1 

Wyoming Rank  Special Status: Utah CWCS: Tier II 

Taxonomy  

Valid (ITIS 2008).  However, Metcalf and Smart (1997 in BISON-M 2008) state that 
the species requires further evaluation in regard to taxonomy and distribution, 
especially as to how it might relate to O. strigosa depressa or to O. subrudis.  

Distribution Described from two sites, Bear Lake and Flaming Gorge Reservoir (Bosworth 2003). 

Habitats 

Deep water lakes and reservoirs (Bosworth 2003).  The Bear Lake sculpin is benthic, 
spending much of its time on the bottom of the lake. The species eats invertebrate 
animals and, in turn, is an important food source for cutthroat trout and the introduced 
lake trout. The Bear Lake sculpin spawns from April to May among rocks close to the 
shoreline (UDWR 2008). 

Abundance 
Bosworth (2003) states that the species is abundant in Flaming Gorge Reservoir and 
that populations are believed to be stable.  

Trends Stable (Bosworth 2003). 
Habitat Amount, 
Distribution and 

Trends 
The species is known from Bear Lake, and has been introduced to Flaming Gorge 
Reservoir (Bosworth 2003). 

Ecological Function Not identified. 
Key Biological 

Interactions Important food source for cutthroat trout and lake trout (UDWR 2008).  
Limiting factors None identified. 

Risk factors 

In Flaming Gorge Reservoir, no threats to their persistence have been identified.  In 
spite of non-native fish presence and heavy recreation, these potential threats have has 
no documented effect on population size (Bosworth 2003). 
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Colorado River cutthroat trout 
Oncorhynchus clarkii pleuriticus 

Global Rank G4T3 

Known Occurrence on ANF/ FGNRA?  Yes  
National Rank N2N3 

Utah Rank S2? 

Wyoming Rank S1  Special Status: Utah CWCS: Tier I; Wyoming CWCS: SGCN 

Taxonomy Valid (ITIS 2008).   

Distribution 
In Utah, native to headwater streams and lakes in the Colorado River Basin (Lentsch 
1997).  

 
 

Distribution:  
In Utah, native to headwater streams and lakes in the Colorado River Basin (Lentsch 
1997). 

Habitats 

Headwater streams and mountain lakes with cool, well-oxygenated water (UDWR 
2005).  Colorado River cutthroat trout (CRCT) require clear, cold water, naturally-
fluctuating flows, low levels of fine sediment in channel bottoms, well-distributed 
pools, stable streambanks, and abundant stream cover.  Survival rates appear highest 
in areas where gravel size ranges from 13.8mm to 15.8mm or larger (Behnke 1992).  
Adult cutthroat require adequate pool habitat with depths of 0.3m or greater, and 
cover consisting of boulders, logs, over hanging vegetation or undercut banks.   

Abundance 
Bosworth (2003) states that the species is abundant in Flaming Gorge Reservoir and 
that populations are believed to be stable.  

Trends Stable (Bosworth 2003). 

Habitat Amount, 
Distribution and Trends 

As of July 16, 2003, the Ashley National Forest contains 23 identified pure stream 
populations of CRCT, which occupy 147.6 stream miles and 5 lake populations 
covering 142.9 acres (CRCT Conservation Team 2006).  CRCT are annually stocked 
in several lakes across the Forest (UDWR 2005; Duchesne Drainage Management 
Plan).  Although stream populations of CRCT have been on a downward trend forest 
wide implementation of the Colorado River cutthroat trout Conservation Agreement 
and Strategy by the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources and the Ashley National 
Forest is expected to reverse that trend.    

Ecological Function Predator and prey species. 
Key Biological 

Interactions Negatively impacted by non-native fish species.  
Limiting factors See below 

Risk factors 

Stream diversion and altered stream flow, livestock grazing effects on stream quality, 
energy development and mining, fragmentation of habitats and populations, whirling 
disease, predation, competition with non-native salmonids, hybridization with non-
native salmonids, overutilization (Lentsch 1997).  
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Roundtail chub 
Gila robusta 

Global Rank G3 

Known Occurrence on ANF/ FGNRA?  No 
National Rank N3 

Utah Rank S2S3 
Wyoming Rank S3  Special Status: Utah CWCS: Tier I; Wyoming CWCS: SGCN 

Taxonomy  Valid (ITIS 2008).   

Distribution 

Endemic to the Colorado River drainage (Bosworth 2003). In the U.S., the species 
presently exists only in the Gila River Basin, the Little Colorado River Basin, the Bill 
Williams River Basin, and the Upper Colorado River Basin, including the Green River 
Basin (UDWR 2006). UDWR (2006) states that the species is not present in portions of 
the Green River drainage included in the ANF planning area.  However, locations within 
the mainstem Green River downstream from the ANF do contain this species (i.e. from 
Island Park to Split Mountain and Sand Wash) where the occurrence is characterized as 
rare.  Occupied downstream sites are approximately 16 miles from the ANF at the closest 
point.   

Habitats 
Pool-riffle habitats (most often found in murky pools near strong currents) in mainstem 
and larger tributaries in the Colorado River Basin (UDWR 2006). 

Abundance 

Historically, believed to be common in all parts of the Colorado River Basin up to the 
1960s.  However, abundance in the mainstem Green River and associated tributaries has 
declined (UDWR 2006). 

Trends Populations have declined since historic.   
Habitat Amount, 
Distribution and 

Trends Habitat is reduced due to water development projects (UDWR 2006).  
Ecological Function Not identified. 

Key Biological 
Interactions Negatively impacted by non-native predators and competitors. 

Limiting factors Habitat availability, competition and predation. 

Risk factors 
Additional water development, non-native predators and competitors, energy exploration 
(UDWR 2006).  
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American white pelican 
Pelecanus erythrorhynchos 

Global Rank G3 
Known Occurrence on ANF/ FGNRA?  One sighting reported near East 
Park Reservoir in 1995 (NRIS Fauna). 

National Rank N3 
Utah Rank S1B 

Wyoming Rank S1B 
Special Status: Utah CWCS: Tier II; Wyoming CWCS: SGCN. Utah PIF: 
Priority; Wyoming PIF: Level II 

Taxonomy  Valid (ITIS 2008).  

Distribution 

In Utah, the only known breeding colonies of the American white pelican are located in 
the northern portions of the state, specifically within the Utah Lake/Great Salt Lake 
ecological complex (UDWR 2008).  Nonbreeding adults occur throughout Utah in large 
wetlands, lakes, and reservoirs (Bosworth 2003).  In Wyoming, no breeding records are 
shown for the species in the vicinity of Flaming Gorge Reservoir (WGFD 2004).  

Habitats 
Wetlands, reservoirs, and rivers occurring around Great Salt Lake and Utah Lake 
(Bosworth 2003). 

Abundance Estimated at between 9,000 and 18,000 breeding birds in Utah (Parrish et al. 2002).  
Trends Size of the breeding population fluctuates substantially (Parrish et al. 2002).  

Habitat Amount, 
Distribution and 

Trends Not specified 
Ecological Function Predator 

Key Biological 
Interactions Not specified 

Limiting factors Not specified 

Risk factors 
Human disturbance at nesting colonies, illegal shooting, pesticides, and changes in 
water levels (Bosworth 2003).  

 



Draft                                                                                                       Ashley National Forest 
                                                                                                                                      Fisheries & Wildlife Species  
                                                                                                                                      Diversity Report 

Draft                                                                                                                    September 2009 
Version 1.5 

29

Bald eagle 
Haliaeetus leucocephalus 

Global Rank G5 

Known Occurrence on ANF/ FGNRA? Yes 
National Rank N5B,N5N 

Utah Rank S1B,S3N 

Wyoming Rank S3B,S5N 
Special Status: Utah CWCS: Tier I; Wyoming CWCS: SGCN. Wyoming 
PIF: Level II 

Taxonomy  Valid (ITIS 2008).  

Distribution 

Bald eagles are known to occur on the Ashley National Forest, primarily near Flaming 
Gorge Reservoir and the Green River corridor during the winter months (Ashley NF 
unpub. data).  Occasionally they are near other waters until freeze-up.  Bald eagles are 
considered to be a winter visitant to the state of Utah and rare in the summer (Behle 
1985).  However, one bald eagle nest was found near Flaming Gorge Reservoir (near 
the Forests National Recreation Area) in April of 2004 (UDWR Maxfield 2004. pers. 
com.).  Another bald eagle nest was found in the spring of 2005 along the Duchesne 
River in Duchesne County, approximately 23 miles south of the Forest Boundary 
(UDWR 2005b Maxfield pers. com.).  There are four other active bald eagle nests in the 
state (two near Moab, one near Orangeville, and one near the west desert) (Romin, 
USFWS, 2004, pers. com.).   

Habitats 
Breeding: mature cottonwoods; Winter: rivers and streams, lakes, reservoirs, ponds, 
riparian, and open areas (Bosworth 2003). 

Abundance  The ANF contains one of several known bald eagle nest sites in Utah.  

Trends 

Global Short Term Trend: Stable to increasing (+/-10% fluctuation to >10% increase) 
(NatureServe 2008). Trend in western Wyoming for the period 1966 - 2003 is increased 
(Sauer et al. 2008).  

Habitat Amount, 
Distribution and 

Trends Unknown 
Ecological Function Predator, scavenger 

Key Biological 
Interactions Availability of fish, carrion. 

Limiting factors Availability of nesting and foraging habitats 

Risk factors 
Major threats include habitat loss, disturbance by humans, biocide contamination, 
decreasing food supply, and illegal shooting (NatureServe 2008).  

Other factors The bald eagle is a former threatened species, recently delisted in August 2007.  
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Greater sage-grouse 
Centrocercus urophasianus 

Global Rank G4 

Known Occurrence on ANF/ FGNRA? Yes 
National Rank N4 

Utah Rank S2? 

Wyoming Rank S4 
Special Status: Utah CWCS: Tier II; Wyoming CWCS: SGCN.  Utah PIF: 
Priority; Wyoming PIF: Level I 

Taxonomy  Valid (ITIS 2008).  

Distribution 
Scattered populations occur throughout much of Utah, excluding the southeastern 
quarter of the state (Bosworth 2003).   

Habitats 

 
Sagebrush.  
 
Preliminary radiotelemetry results indicate sage-grouse habitat use on the ANF is 
connected with sage brush islands associated with 20-30 % canopy cover and a matrix 
of grass/forb vegetative component for brood rearing and summer habitat.  These 
matrices are often associated with an environment where fire is not excluded.  These 
sage grouse also appear to have an affinity for the cooler, moister, microclimate 
associated with the aspen community during mid to late summer.  

Abundance 

Sage grouse use about one third of the sagebrush habitats on the Ashley National 
Forest.  The Forest supports about 10% of the sage grouse population in the Uinta 
Basin. Figure 14 below shows available habitat and current sage grouse occupancy on 
the Forest. 

Trends 

The extent of occupied habitats within Utah have declined about 60% from historical 
extent.   Population data collected since the 1960s indicate that statewide populations 
declined (Bosworth 2003).    
 
In Wyoming, surveys at lek sites showed that male sage-grouse numbers decreased for 
the period 1964 to 2004. In Utah, similar results were reported for the same timeframe 
(Connelly et al. 2004).  
 
In the Northeast Region (Utah), lek counts conducted within the Anthro Mountain sage 
grouse study area indicate an increase in male attendance on leks from 15 males in 
2002 to 31 in 2005, suggesting this population may be increasing.    

Habitat Amount, 
Distribution and 

Trends 

Since 1985, 9,050 acres of sagebrush have burned on the Ashley National Forest; about 
3,600 were prescribed burns and the remaining acres burned during two wildfires.  
Monitoring of these prescribed fires has shown that crown cover of mountain big 
sagebrush has generally increased to 20% or more within 20 years after fire or other 
disturbance.  A few examples of burning in Wyoming big sagebrush indicates that 
recovery of the shrub component may take 50 years or more (Goodrich 2004).  More 
recently, widespread die-off of sagebrush – mostly at elevations lower than the Ashley 
National Forest - has occurred because of severe drought conditions. 

Ecological Function Not specified 
Key Biological 

Interactions Interactions with sagebrush habitats 

Limiting factors Sagebrush availability, quality of habitats 

Risk factors Loss of sagebrush habitat, fragmentation, lek disturbance. 
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Yellow-billed cuckoo 
Coccyzus americanus 

Global Rank G5 

Known Occurrence on ANF/ FGNRA? No known occurrences 
National Rank N5B 

Utah Rank S1B 

Wyoming Rank S1 
Special Status: Utah CWCS: Tier I; Wyoming CWCS: SGCN. Wyoming 
PIF: Level II 

Taxonomy  Valid (ITIS 2008).  

Distribution 

Currently, the range of the western subspecies of this cuckoo is limited to disjunct 
fragments of riparian habitats from northern Utah, western Colorado, southwestern 
Wyoming, southeastern Idaho, southward into northwestern Mexico, and westward into 
southern Nevada and California. (Parrish et. al. 2002) 

Habitats 

Yellow-billed cuckoos are considered a riparian obligate and are usually found in large 
tracts of cottonwood/willow habitats with dense sub-canopies (below 10 m [33 ft]).  In 
California, Yellow-billed Cuckoo pairs required a minimum of 10 ha (25 ac) of 
broadleaf forest at least 100 m (330 ft) wide with at least 1 ha (2.5 ac) of dense nesting 
habitat. Marginal habitat was described as a minimum of 4 ha (10 ac) of broadleaf 
forest at least 50 m (165 ft) wide with at least 0.5 ha (1.25 ac) of dense nesting habitat. 
(Parrish et al. 2002).    

Abundance 

Historically, cuckoos were probably common to uncommon summer residents in Utah 
and across the Great Basin.  Over the last 10 years, only 3 breeding records exist for 
this species in Utah (Parrish et al. 2002).  Current population numbers in Utah are 
unknown, but are potentially lower than 20 breeding adults (Bosworth 2003). 

Trends Decreased from historic.  Current population trends are unknown.  

Habitat Amount, 
Distribution and 

Trends 

  
Habitat for the Yellow-billed cuckoo on the ANF is extremely limited.  Several 
drainages on the Forest contain narrow strips of scattered cottonwood trees along the 
canyon bottoms.  These strips are narrow, are short in length, are sparsely vegetated 
with cottonwood trees, are mixed with conifer trees, and do not meet the large 
contiguous habitat requirements described above for the cuckoo.     

Ecological Function Not specified 
Key Biological 

Interactions Not specified 

Limiting factors Availability of suitable nesting habitats. 

Risk factors 
Invasion of salt cedar; alteration of suitable riparian habitats by livestock use, water 
withdrawal and development (Parrish et al. 2002).  

 
 
Summary of SOC Findings 
 
Known locations in relation to the planning area are lacking for Grammotaulius 
lorettae, Homophylax baldur, and Oreohelix swopei.  The information collected thus far 
only identifies sightings for these species as recorded at the state level.  Analetris exima 
was identified as occurring at two sites within the planning area: Buckboard Flat in 
Wyoming, and Hideout Canyon in Utah.  However, the species is now described as 
extirpated in Utah (NatureServe 2008), and the Buckboard Flat site was inundated by 
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Flaming Gorge Reservoir, thereby removing potential habitat.  Therefore, it appears that 
this species is no longer extant within the ANF or FGNRA, with the only known site 
now existing in Wyoming at Granger (Edmunds 1972).  Limnephilus uintah is described 
as occurring within Summit and Uintah counties in Utah.  No further location 
information was found.  In addition to lack of more specific locations, there is a general 
lack of understanding concerning risk factors, general ecology, life history, and suitable 
habitats.  Therefore, these species are not recommended to be carried forward as 
Species of Concern in the forest planning process.  However, in order to better 
understand the distribution and habitat associations of these species, it is recommended 
that the search for pertinent information continue. 
 
The ANF/FGNRA currently lacks known breeding habitat or known areas of seasonal 
use, and established populations of both the American white pelican and roundtail 
chub.  These species are not recommended to be carried forward. 
 
While no known distribution on the ANF/FGNRA is identified for the yellow‐billed 
cuckoo or Nokomis fritillary, potential breeding habitat does occur, and the planning 
area is within the known distribution of both species.  However, populations of the 
Nokomis subspecies nokomis are intergrades, and thus the taxa will be addressed in this 
analysis at the species level only. 
 
Two very rare species, Oreohelix eurekensis and Stygobromus utahensis, and a less rare 
species, Perlomyia utahensis, are known to occur on the ANF/FGNRA, and specific 
locations are identified.  Breeding habitats, seasonal ranges, and known occurrences of 
Colorado cutthroat trout, bald eagle, and greater sage‐grouse occur within the 
planning area.  Therefore, these species are recommended to be carried forward as SOC 
in the planning process.  
 
Flaming Gorge Reservoir currently supports one of two known sites occupied by Bear 
Lake sculpin.  However, due to apparent local abundance in Flaming Gorge Reservoir, 
as well as lack of apparent risk associated with this population (Bosworth 2003), Bear 
Lake sculpin is recommended to be analyzed as a potential Species of Interest (SOI, see 
below).   
 
Table 5 displays the array of species recommended to be carried forward as Species of 
Concern. 
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Table 5. Recommended Species of Concern (SOC) 
 
Utah needlefly Perlomyia utahensis 
 
Utah amphipod Stygobromus utahensis 
 
Eureka mountainsnail Oreohelix eurekensis 
 
Nokomis fritillary Speyeria nokomis  
 
Colorado River cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarkii pleuriticus 
 
Bald eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus 
 
Greater sage-grouse Centrocercus urophasianus 

 
 
 
Species of Interest (SOI) 
 
 
Sources and the process utilized for SOI query process were similar to those identified 
for SOC species.  However, while NatureServe rankings provided an initial basis for 
species identification, species with Utah and Wyoming CWCS ranking status, as well as 
Partners In Flight Priority species, and USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (Bird 
Conservation Regions 10 and 16) were also included in the initial list, regardless of 
NatureServe rank.  The results of the initial query for potential SOI are displayed in 
Table 6. 
 
Table 6. Initial List of Potential Species of Interest (excluding socioeconomic species;  for 
these species See table 7). 

Common Name Taxa  
Global 
Rank 

National 
Rank 

Utah 
Rank 

Wyoming 
Rank 

UT CWCS 
Status 

WY CWCS 
Status 

INSECTS               
Colorado Snowfly Capnia coloradensis G5 N5 S1?  **   
Uintah Snowfly Capnia uintahi G4 N4 S2? **   
A Mayfly Cinygmula par  G4 N4 S1? **   
American Emerald Cordulia shurtleffii G5 N5 S2 SNR   

Western Willowfly 
Doddsia 
occidentalis G5 N5 S2? **   

Shorttailed Snowfly 
Eucapnopsis 
brevicauda G5 N5 S1? **   

Hooked Snowfly Isocapnia crinita G4 N4 S1S2 **   
Giant Snowfly Isocapnia grandis G4 N4 S1? **   
Hyalite Snowfly Isocapnia hyalita G4 N4 S2? **   

Vedder Snowfly 
Isocapnia 
vedderensis G4 N4 S2? **   

Elongate Springfly Isogenoides G5 N5 S2? **   
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Common Name Taxa  
Global 
Rank 

National 
Rank 

Utah 
Rank 

Wyoming 
Rank 

UT CWCS 
Status 

WY CWCS 
Status 

elongatus 

Springs Stripetail Isoperla petersoni G5 N5 S2? **   
Northern Spreadwing Lestes disjunctus G5 N5 S2S3 SNR   
Emerald Spreadwing Lestes dryas G5 N5 S2S3 SNR   
Eight-spotted Skimmer Libellula forensis G5 N5 S2? SNR   
Twelve-spotted 
Skimmer Libellula pulchella G5 N5 S2S3 SNR   

Four-spotted Skimmer 
Libellula 
quadrimaculata G5 N5 S2S3 **   

Twisted Forestfly Malenka flexura G5 N5 S1 **   
Saskatoon Willowfly Oemopteryx fosketti G5 N5 S2? **   
Wandering Glider Pantala flavescens G5 N5 S1S2 **   

Western Needlefly 
Paraleuctra 
occidentalis G5 N5 S2? **   

Widespread Stone Perlesta decipiens G5 N5 S2? **   

Lakota Crescent 
Phyciodes batesii 
lakota G4T4 N2 ** SNR   

Least Forestfly Podmosta decepta G5 N5 S1? **   

Ebony Salmonfly 
Pteronarcys 
princeps G4 N4 S2? **   

Lined Sallfly Suwallia lineosa G5 N5 S2? **   
A Stonefly Suwallia starki G5 N5 S2? **   
Saffron-winged 
Meadowhawk 

Sympetrum 
costiferum G5 N5 S2? SNR   

Black Meadowhawk Sympetrum danae G5 N5 S2? **   
Gunnison Snowfly Utacapnia poda G5 N5 S1? **   
Black Sallfly Utaperla sopladora G5 N5 S2?  **   
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta G5 N5 S2S3 SNA   
CRUSTACEANS               
        
MOLLUSKS               
Arctic Fingernailclam Sphaerium nitidum G5 N5 S2S3 **   
Brown Hive Euconulus fulvus G5 N5 S2S3 **   
Creeping Ancylid Ferrissia rivularis G5 N5 S2? SNR Tier III SGCN 
Glass Physa Physa skinneri G5 N5 S2 SNR Tier III SGCN 
Glossy Pillar Cochlicopa lubrica G5 N5 S2S3 **   
Rock Fossaria Fossaria modicella G5 N5 S2? SNR  SGCN 

Shortended Peaclam 
Pisidium 
subtruncatum G5 N5 S2S3 **   

Small Spot 
Punctum 
minutissimum G5 N5 S2S3 **   

Swamp Fingernailclam 
Musculium 
partumeium G5 N5 S2S3 **   

Western Pearlshell 
Margaritifera 
falcata G4G5 N4 SH SNR Tier II SGCN 

Meadow Rams-horn 
Planorbula 
campestris G4 N2N3 ** S1  SGCN 

Protean Physa Physella virgata G5Q N5 ** S2  SGCN 
Pumpkin Physa Physella ancillaria G5Q N5 ** S1  SGCN 
FISH               
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Common Name Taxa  
Global 
Rank 

National 
Rank 

Utah 
Rank 

Wyoming 
Rank 

UT CWCS 
Status 

WY CWCS 
Status 

Bonneville cutthroat 
trout 

Onchorynchus 
clarki utah G4T4 N4 S3? S1♦ Tier I SGCN 

Flannelmouth Sucker 
Catostomus 
latipinnis G3G4 N3N4 S2S3 S3  Tier I SGCN 

Paiute Sculpin Cottus beldingii G5 N5 S2?  Tier III SGCN 
        
AMPHIBIANS               
Boreal Toad Bufo boreas boreas G4T4 N4 ** S1  SGCN 
Columbia Spotted 
Frog Rana luteiventris G4 N4 S1 S3 Tier I SGCN 
Western Toad Bufo boreas G4 N4 S2S3 S1 Tier II  
Western Toad Bufo boreas pop. 1 G4T1Q N1 ** S1   
Southern Rockies 
Wood Frog 

Rana sylvatica pop. 
2 G5T3Q N3 ** S1  SGCN 

Arizona Toad Bufo microscaphus G3G4 N3N4 S2 ** Tier II  
        
REPTILES               
Common Gartersnake Thamnophis sirtalis G5 N5 S2S3 S5 Tier III SGCN 
Great Plains Ratsnake 
(Corn snake) 

Elaphe emoryi (E. 
guttata) G5 N5 S2  **   

Midget faded 
rattlesnake  

Crotalus viridis 
(=oreganus) 
concolor G5T4 N4 ** S1  SGCN 

Milksnake 
Lampropeltis 
triangulum G5 N5 S2S3 S3 Tier III  

Northern Plateau 
Lizard 

Sceloporus 
undulatus elongatus G5T5 N5 ** S1  SGCN 

Ring-necked Snake 
Diadophis 
punctatus G5 N5 S2S3 ** Tier III  

Rubber Boa Charina bottae G5 N5 S2S3 S2 Tier III SGCN 
Smith's Black-headed 
Snake 

Tantilla 
hobartsmithi G5 N5 S2  ** Tier III  

Smooth Green Snake 

Liochlorophis 
(Opheodrys) 
vernalis G5 N5 S2  S2 Tier II SGCN 

Sonoran Mountain 
Kingsnake 

Lampropeltis 
pyromelana G4G5 N4 S2 ** Tier III  

Tree lizard Urosaurus ornatus G5 N5 S4S5 S2   
        
BIRDS               
Abert's towhee Pipilo aberti G3G4 N3N4 S1?B **   

American Avocet 
Recurvirostra 
americana G5 

N5B,N5
N S2S3B S3B Tier III  

American bittern 
Botaurus 
lentiginosus G4 

N4B,N4
N 

S3S4B,S
3N S3B   

American dipper Cinclus mexicanus G5 N5 S3S4 S4   
American golden 
plover Pluvialis dominica G5 N5B SNA S4N   
American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla G5 N5B SHB S4B,S5N   
American Three-toed 
Woodpecker Picoides dorsalis G5 N5 S2S3 S3 Tier II SGCN 

American Wigeon Anas americana G5 
N5B,N5
N 

S2S3B,S
3S4N S4N,S5B   
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Common Name Taxa  
Global 
Rank 

National 
Rank 

Utah 
Rank 

Wyoming 
Rank 

UT CWCS 
Status 

WY CWCS 
Status 

Ash-throated 
flycatcher 

Myiarchus 
cinerascens G5 

N5B,N4
N S4S5B S3B   

Baird's sparrow 
Ammodramus 
bairdii G4 

N3B,N2
N ** S1B?   

Barrow's Goldeneye Bucephala islandica G5 
N5B,N5
N S1S2N S4  SGCN 

Bell's vireo Vireo bellii G5 N4B SHB **   

Bendire's Thrasher Toxostoma bendirei G4G5 
N4B,NN
RN S2S3B ** Tier III  

Bewick's wren 
Thryomanes 
bewickii G5 N5B S4S5 S3S4   

Black Rosy-finch Leucosticte atrata G4 N4 S2S3 S1B,S2N Tier III SGCN 
Black Swift Cypseloides niger G4 N4B  S1B  SHB Tier II  
Black tern Chlidonias niger G4 N4B SHB S1  SGCN 
Black-backed 
woodpecker Picoides arcticus G5 N4 ** S1   

Black-billed cuckoo 
Coccyzus 
erythropthalmus G5 N5B ** S2   

Black-chinned 
hummingbird 

Archilochus 
alexandri G5 N5B S4S5B S1B   

Black-necked Stilt 
Himantopus 
mexicanus G5 

N5B,N5
N  S2S3B S3B Tier III  

Black-throated Gray 
Warbler 

Dendroica 
nigrescens G5 N5B S4S5B S2  Tier III  

Black-throated 
Sparrow 

Amphispiza 
bilineata G5 N5 S5B,S2N SNA   

Blue grouse 
Dendragapus 
obscurus G5 N5 S4 S5   

Bobolink 
Dolichonyx 
oryzivorus G5 N5B S2B S2 Tier II SGCN 

Boreal owl Aegolius funereus G5 N4 ** S2   

Brewer's sparrow Spizella breweri G5 
N5B,N5
N S4S5B S5   

Broad-tailed 
hummingbird 

Selasphorus 
platycercus G5 N5B S3?B S5B   

Brown creeper Certhia americana G5 N5 S4 S4   
Brown Thrasher Toxostoma rufum G5 N5 S2S3N S5B   
Brown-capped rosy-
finch Leucosticte australis G5 

N4B,N4
N ** S1   

Bufflehead Bucephala albeola G5 
N5B,N5
N S3S4N S2B   

Bullock's oriole Icterus bullockii G5 N5B S4S5B S5B,S5N   

Burrowing owl Athene cunicularia G4 
N4B,N4
N S3B S3   

Bushtit 
Psaltriparus 
minimus G5 N5 S4 S1   SGCN 

Calliope hummingbird Stellula calliope G5 N5B S3?B S3   

Canvasback Aythya valisineria G5 
N5B,N5
N 

S2S3B,S
3N S4B  SGCN 

Canyon wren 
Catherpes 
mexicanus G5 N5 S4S5 S2S3   

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia G5 
N4N5B,
N4N S1B S1 Tier III SGCN 

Cassin's kingbird 
Tyrannus 
vociferans G5 N5B S2S3B S3B   
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Common Name Taxa  
Global 
Rank 

National 
Rank 

Utah 
Rank 

Wyoming 
Rank 

UT CWCS 
Status 

WY CWCS 
Status 

Chestnut-collared 
longspur Calcarius ornatus G5 

N5B,N5
N ** S1   

Clark's Grebe 
Aechmophorus 
clarkii G5 

N5B,N5
N 

S3S4B,S
3N S1B  SGCN 

Clark's nutcracker 
Nucifraga 
columbiana G5 N5 S4 S5B,S5N   

Common Loon Gavia immer G5 
N4B,N5
N S3?N S1B,S2N  SGCN 

Common Merganser Mergus merganser G5 
N5B, 
N5N 

S2?B,S3
S4N S4B,S5N   

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus G5 
N5B,N5
N S1? **   

Common poorwill 
Phalaenoptilus 
nuttallii G5 

N5B,NN
RN S4S5B S5B,S5N   

Cordilleran flycatcher 
Empidonax 
occidentalis G5 N5B S3S4B S4B   

Crissal thrasher Toxostoma crissale G5 N5 
SHB, 
S2N **   

Dickcissel Spiza americana G5 N5B ** S1   

Dusky flycatcher 
Empidonax 
oberholseri G5 N5B S4B S4B,S4N   

Eastern screech-owl Megascops asio G5 N5 ** S3   

Ferruginous Hawk Buteo regalis G4 
N4B,N4
N 

S2S3B,S
2N S4B,S5N Tier II SGCN 

Flammulated owl Otus flammeolus G4 N4B S3S4B S1?   

Forster's tern Sterna forsteri G5 
N5B,N5
N S4B S1   

Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca G5 
N5B,N5
N S2S3B S4B   

Franklin's gull Larus pipixcan G4G5 N4B S4B SHB   
Gambel's quail Callipepla gambelii G5 N5 S3S4 **   

Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus G5 
N5B,N5
N S1S2N **   

Golden eagle Aquila chrysaetos G5 
N5B, 
N5N S4 S3B,S3N   

Golden-crowned 
kinglet Regulus satrapa G5 N5 S4 S3B,S4N   
Grace's warbler Dendroica graciae G5 N5B S2S3B **   

Grasshopper Sparrow 
Ammodramus 
savannarum G5 

N5B,N5
N S1B S4 Tier II SGCN 

Gray Catbird 
Dumetella 
carolinensis G5 

N5B,N5
N S1?B S4B,S4N   

Gray flycatcher Empidonax wrightii G5 N5B S4S5B S4B,S4N   
Gray vireo Vireo vicinior G4 N4B S3?B **   
Great Gray Owl Strix nebulosa G5 N4 S1N **  SGCN 

Green Heron Butorides virescens G5 
N5B,N5
N SHB S3N   

Hammond's flycatcher 
Empidonax 
hammondii G5 N5B S3S4B S4   

Harlequin duck 
Histrionicus 
histrionicus G4 

N4B,N4
N ** S1B   

Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus G5 N5 S4B,S2N S5B   
Indigo Bunting Passerina cyanea G5 N5B S2S3B S3B   

Juniper Titmouse 
Baeolophus 
ridgwayi G5 N5 S4S5 S1  SGCN 
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Common Name Taxa  
Global 
Rank 

National 
Rank 

Utah 
Rank 

Wyoming 
Rank 

UT CWCS 
Status 

WY CWCS 
Status 

Lark Bunting 
Calamospiza 
melanocorys G5 

N5B,N5
N S2S3B S4B  SGCN 

Lark Sparrow 
Chondestes 
grammacus G5 N5B S5B,S2N S5B,S5N   

Lazuli bunting Passerina amoena G5 N5B S4S5B S5B   

Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis G5 
N5B,N5
N SHB **   

Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis G5 
N5B,N5
N 

SHB,S3
S4N S3B,S4N  SGCN 

Lewis's Woodpecker Melanerpes lewis G4 
N4B,N4
N S2 S2 Tier II SGCN 

Loggerhead shrike Lanius ludovicianus G4 N4 
S4B,S3S
4N S3   

Long-billed Curlew 
Numenius 
americanus G5 

N5B,N5
N S2S3B S3B Tier II SGCN 

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis G5 
N5B,N5
N S1N S4N   

Lucy's warbler Vermivora luciae G5 N5B S2S3B **   
MacGillivray's warbler Oporornis tolmiei G5 N5B S4S5B S5B,S5N   

Marbled godwit Limosa fedoa G5 
N5B,N5
N SNA S4N   

Marsh wren 
Cistothorus 
palustris G5 

N5B,N5
N 

S3S4B,S
3N S4B   

McCown's longspur Calcarius mccownii G4 
N4B,N4
N ** S2  SGCN 

Merlin Falco columbarius G5 
N4B,N4
N 

SHB,S2
S3N S4  SGCN 

Northern goshawk Accipiter gentilis G5 
N4B,N4
N S3? S3 Tier I SGCN 

Northern harrier Circus cyaneus G5 
N5B,N5
N S4B,S3N S4B,S5N   

Northern rough-
winged swallow 

Stelgidopteryx 
serripennis G5 N5B S4S5B S5B,S5N   

Olive-sided flycatcher Contopus cooperi G4 N4B S3S4B S4B   

Osprey Pandion haliaetus G5 
N5B,N4
N S2B S3B Tier III  

Ovenbird Seiurus aurocapilla G5 N5B ** S3B   

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus G4 
N4B,N4
N S2S3 S1B,S3N Tier III SGCN 

Pinyon jay 
Gymnorhinus 
cyanocephalus G5 N5 S4 S5B,S5N   

Plumbeous vireo Vireo plumbeus G5 
N5B,NN
RN S3S4B S4B   

Prairie falcon Falco mexicanus G5 
N5B,N5
N S4 

S3S4B,S4
N   

Purple Martin Progne subis G5 N5B S2S3B SHB   
Pygmy nuthatch Sitta pygmaea G5 N5 S3S4 S2   
Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra G5 N5 S2S3 S5B,S5N   
Red-breasted 
Merganser Mergus serrator G5 

N5B,N5
N S1S2N S4B,S5N   

Red-headed 
woodpecker 

Melanerpes 
erythrocephalus G5 

N5B,N5
N ** S3B   

Red-naped sapsucker 
Sphyrapicus 
nuchalis G5 

N5B,NN
RN S4B,S3N S4B   

Richardson's (Prairie) 
merlin 

Falco columbarius 
richardsonii G5TBR NNR ** S2B♦   



Draft                                                                                                       Ashley National Forest 
                                                                                                                                      Fisheries & Wildlife Species  
                                                                                                                                      Diversity Report 

Draft                                                                                                                    September 2009 
Version 1.5 

39

Common Name Taxa  
Global 
Rank 

National 
Rank 

Utah 
Rank 

Wyoming 
Rank 

UT CWCS 
Status 

WY CWCS 
Status 

Rock wren Salpinctes obsoletus G5 N5 
S4S5B,S
3N S5B,S5N   

Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis G5 
N5B,N5
N 

S4S5B,S
2S3N S4N,S5B   

Rufous hummingbird Selasphorus rufus G5 N5B SNA S2B   
Sage sparrow Amphispiza belli G5 N5 S3S4 S3   

Sage thrasher 
Oreoscoptes 
montanus G5 

N5B,N5
N S4S5B S5   

Sanderling Calidris alba G5 
N4B,N5
N S3N S4N   

Say's phoebe Sayornis saya  G5 
N4N,N5
B 

S4S5B,S
3N S5B,S5N   

Scott's Oriole Icterus parisorum G5 N5B  S2S3B S1   SGCN 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Tympanuchus 
phasianellus G4 N4 S1S2 S4  SGCN 

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus G5 
N5B,N5
N S2 S2 Tier II SGCN 

Snowy plover  
Charadrius 
alexandrinus G4 

N3N4N,
N4B S3?B ** Tier III  

Solitary sandpiper Tringa solitaria G5 
N4B,N5
N SNA S4N   

Sprague's pipit Anthus spragueii G4 
N4B,N4
N ** S4N   

Surf Scoter 
Melanitta 
perspicillata G5 

N5B,N5
N S1N **   

Swainson's hawk Buteo swainsoni G5 N5B S3B S4B   
Thayer's Gull Larus thayeri G5 N5N S1S2N **   

Townsend's solitaire 
Myadestes 
townsendi G5 N5 S4 S5B   

Townsend's warbler 
Dendroica 
townsendi G5 

N5B,NN
RN SNA **   

Trumpeter swan Cygnus buccinator G4 
N4B,N4
N S1N S2  SGCN 

Upland sandpiper 
Bartramia 
longicauda G5 N5B ** S3B   

Veery Catharus fuscescens G5 N5B SHB S5B   

Vesper Sparrow 
Pooecetes 
gramineus G5 

N5B,N5
N S5B,S2N S5B,S5N   

Virginia's warbler Vermivora virginiae G5 N5B S4S5B S1   
Western Bluebird Sialia mexicana G5 N5 S2S3 SHB   

Western grebe 
Aechmophorus 
occidentalis G5 

N5B,N5
N S4B,S3N S4B   

Western screech-owl 
Megascops 
kennicottii G5 N5 S3S4 S2   

Western scrub-jay 
Aphelocoma 
californica G5 N5 S5 S1  SGCN 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus G5 
N5B,N5
N ** S4N   

White-faced ibis Plegadis chihi G5 
N4B,N4
N S2S3B S1B  SGCN 

White-headed 
woodpecker 

Picoides 
albolarvatus G4 N4 ** **   

White-tailed ptarmigan Lagopus leucurus G5 N5 SNA S1   

White-throated swift 
Aeronautes 
saxatalis G5 

N5B,N4
N S4S5B S5B,S5N   
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Common Name Taxa  
Global 
Rank 

National 
Rank 

Utah 
Rank 

Wyoming 
Rank 

UT CWCS 
Status 

WY CWCS 
Status 

White-winged 
Crossbill Loxia leucoptera G5 N5 S1S2 S2   
White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica G5 N5 S1B **   

White-winged Scoter Melanitta fusca G5 
N5B,N5
N S1S2N **   

Whooping crane  Grus americana G1 N1N SX S1N Tier I (xtrpt) 

Willet  Tringa semipalmata G5 
N5B,N5
N S3?B S4B,S4N   

Williamson's 
Sapsucker 

Sphyrapicus 
thyroideus G5 

N5B,N5
N S2B S2 Tier III  

Willow flycatcher Empidonax traillii G5 N5B S4B S4B   
Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor G5 N5B S2S3B S3B,S3N   
Wilson's warbler Wilsonia pusilla G5 N5B S3S4B S5B,S5N   

Wood Duck Aix sponsa G5 
N5B,N5
N 

S2S3B,S
3S4N S3B   

Yellow rail 
Coturnicops 
noveboracensis G4 

N3B,N4
N ** SNA   

        
MAMMALS               
American Marten Martes americana G5 N5 S2? S3 Tier III SGCN 

Big Free-tailed Bat 
Nyctinomops 
macrotis G5 N3N4 S2B ** Tier II  

Canyon Deermouse Peromyscus crinitus G5 N5 S5 S1  SGCN 

Cliff chipmunk  
Tamias (Neotamias) 
dorsalis utahensis G5T5 N5 ** S1  SGCN 

Dwarf Shrew Sorex nanus G4 N4 S1? S4 Tier III SGCN 
Fringed myotis Myotis thysanodes G4G5 N4N5 S3B S2  SGCN 
Great Basin Pocket 
Mouse Perognathus parvus G5 N5 S4 S2   SGCN 

Idaho Pocket Gopher 
Thomomys 
idahoensis G4 N4 SH S2 Tier III SGCN 

Meadow Vole 
Microtus 
pennsylvanicus G5 N5 S2S3 S5   

Merriam's Shrew Sorex merriami G5 N5 SH S3S4   
Olive-backed Pocket 
Mouse 

Perognathus 
fasciatus G5 N5 SH S4   

Pallid Bat Antrozous pallidus G5 N5 S4 S1  SGCN 

Pinyon deermouse Peromyscus truei G5 N5 S4S5 S1  SGCN 
Preble's Shrew Sorex preblei G4 N4 S1 S1   

Pygmy rabbit 
Brachylagus 
idahoensis G4 N4 S2 S1 Tier II SGCN 

Ringtail Bassariscus astutus G5 N5 S3 S1    
Southern Red-backed 
Vole Myodes gapperi G5 N5 S2S3 S5   

Spotted Bat 
Euderma 
maculatum G4 N3N4 S2S3 S3 Tier II SGCN 

Swift fox Vulpes velox G3 N3 ** S2  SGCN 
Thirteen-lined Ground 
Squirrel 

Spermophilus 
tridecemlineatus G5 N5 S2 S5 Tier III  

Townsend's big-eared 
bat 

Corynorhinus 
townsendii G4 N4 S3? S2 Tier II SGCN 

Western Heather Vole 
Phenacomys 
intermedius G5 N5 S2? S5  SGCN 
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Common Name Taxa  
Global 
Rank 

National 
Rank 

Utah 
Rank 

Wyoming 
Rank 

UT CWCS 
Status 

WY CWCS 
Status 

Western Red Bat Lasiurus blossevillii G5 N3 S1 ** Tier II  

White-tailed Deer 
Odocoileus 
virginianus G5 N5 S1 S5   

White-tailed Prairie 
Dog Cynomys leucurus G4 N4 S2? S3 Tier II SGCN 
Wolverine Gulo gulo G4 N4 S1 S2 Tier III SGCN 
Wyoming Ground 
Squirrel 

Spermophilus 
elegans G5 N5 SH S3S4 Tier III SGCN 

Yellow-pine 
Chipmunk Neotamias amoenus G5 N5 S1 S5   
Yuma myotis Myotis yumanensis G5 N5 S3 S1 Tier II  

 
** = No species distribution within the applicable State 
 
 
Further Screening of Potential SOI 
 
 
The process of query for Species of Interest also followed the model provided within the 
FS Handbook Directives for assessment of species diversity.  The components of that 
model for species identification consisted of the following:   

1.  Species with ranks of S‐1, S‐2, N1, or N2 on the NatureServe ranking system. 

2.  State listed threatened and endangered species that do not meet the criteria as 
species‐of‐concern. 

3.  Species identified as species of conservation concern in State Comprehensive 
Wildlife Strategies. 

4.  Bird species on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Birds of Conservation 
Concern National Priority list. 

5.  Additional species that valid existing information indicates are of regional or 
local conservation concern due to factors that may include: 

a.  Significant threats to populations or habitat.  

b.  Declining trends in populations or habitat. 

c.  Rarity 

d.  Restricted ranges (for example, narrow endemics, disjunct populations, or 
species at the edge of their range).  
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6.  Species that are hunted or fished and other species of public interest.  Invasive 
species may also be considered.   

 
Sources may contain numerous species for which there is little concern or public 
interest.  The presence of one or more of the following factors would suggest that a 
species be included as a species‐of‐interest. 

a.  Species habitat or population has declined significantly in the plan area. 

b.  Species and its habitats are not well‐distributed in the plan area.   

c.  Species population numbers are low in the plan area. 

d.  Species is dependent on a specialized and/or limited habitat in the plan 
area. 

e.  Species is subject to some imminent threat (for example, invasion of exotic 
species into habitat or disturbance due to road systems). 

f.  Species habitat or population is not generally secure within its range and 
NFS lands act as an important refuge.  Fs lands represent a substantial 
portion of habitat in region/state 

g.  Species is of public interest, including those species identified 
cooperatively with State Fish and Wildlife Agencies consistent with the Sikes 
Act. Combine with 6.   

h.  Species is invasive.  

i.  Species poses a threat to ecosystem or species diversity.  

Further review of potential species of interest is provided in the following matrix, below 
(Table 7).  The list of species reviewed at this level has been streamlined by removing 
species not known to occur on the ANF/FGNRA or species for which no sighting has 
been reported over the past 40 years. 

Within the matrix, species relative rarity at the state level is provided by the ranking of 
S1 or S2.  Current reliable estimates of population trends are rarely available, but the 
inclusion of species in the upper ranks of state Partners In Flight plans as well as in the 
Utah CWCS often indicates that species populations have declined in some capacity.  In 
addition, species highly ranked in the Wyoming PIF plan (Level I), the Utah CWCS 
(Tiers I and II), included as Priority in the Utah PIF plan, or included as Species of 
Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) in the Wyoming CWCS carry an inherent need for 
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some level of conservation action or monitoring due to downward trends, potential 
impacts to habitats, and some level of vulnerability at the state level.   

The Past or current management status is also shown.  Species that occupy the existing 
list of Region 4 Regional Forester’s sensitive species list and are documented as 
occurring on the Ashley National Forest were selected through a process that identified 
species potentially impacted by management on Forest Service lands.   

To provide an indicator to the importance of Ashley National Forest Service and 
Flaming Gorge NRA lands to a species, a column is provided that estimates the relative 
amount of habitat contained on FS lands in relation to lands outside the planning area 
in northeastern Utah and southwestern Wyoming.  Sources included the Utah Division 
of Wildlife Resources known and predicted distribution maps (UDWR 2008), and 
Wyoming CWCS species maps (WGFD 2005). Table 7 also provides an estimate of 
potential risk to species and habitats (ranked low, moderate, and high) considering 
current multiple use and management activities.  Those risks are provided in light of 
species‐specific potential impacts and threats identified in Utah and Wyoming.   

Potential species with socioeconomic and/or public interest are also included in Table 7. 
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Table 7.  Further Review of Potential Species of Interest 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Nature 
Serve UT 
State 
Rank 

Nature 
Serve WY 
State Rank

UT/ 
WY 
CWCS 

UT/ WY 
PIF; FWS 
BCC 

Current 
Sensitive 
Species 

 
FS Lands 
Represent a 
Substantial 
Portion of 
Habitat in 
SW WY/ 
NE UT 

Estimated 
Potential Risk 
due to 
Management 
(FS lands) Threats/ Impacts 

INSECTS                   
                    
CRUSTACEANS                   
                    
MOLLUSKS                   
                    
FISH                   

 Bear Lake sculpin   Cottus extensus  S1   Tier II N/A   X  Low 
Recreation, non-native 
fish (Bosworth 2003) 

AMPHIBIANS                   
                    
REPTILES                   

Midget faded 
rattlesnake  

Crotalus viridis 
(=oreganus) 
concolor ** S1 SGCN     X Moderate 

Roads, OHVs, energy 
exploration (Selby 
2007) 

Northern plateau 
lizard 

Sceloporus 
undulatus 
elongatus ** S1 SGCN N/A   X Low Not specified 

Rubber boa Charina bottae S2S3 S2 
Tier III 
SGCN N/A   X Low Roads (UDWR 2005) 

Tree lizard 
Urosaurus 
ornatus S4S5 S2 SGCN N/A     Low Not specified 

MAMMALS                   

American marten 
Martes 
americana S2? S3 

Tier III 
SGCN N/A X X Mod/High 

Road construction, 
logging (UDWR 2005) 
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Table 7.  Further Review of Potential Species of Interest 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Nature 
Serve UT 
State 
Rank 

Nature 
Serve WY 
State Rank

UT/ 
WY 
CWCS 

UT/ WY 
PIF; FWS 
BCC 

Current 
Sensitive 
Species 

 
FS Lands 
Represent a 
Substantial 
Portion of 
Habitat in 
SW WY/ 
NE UT 

Estimated 
Potential Risk 
due to 
Management 
(FS lands) Threats/ Impacts 

Fringed myotis 
Myotis 
thysanodes S3B S2 SGCN N/A     Low 

Human disturbance, 
destruction of riparian 
zones (UDWR 2005). 

Pygmy rabbit 
Brachylagus 
idahoensis S2 S1 

Tier II 
SGCN N/A     Moderate 

Wildfire (WGFD 
2005), loss/ 
deterioration of 
sagebrush (UDWR 
2005) 

Rocky Mountain 
bighorn sheep Ovis canadensis S3? S3S4 

Tier III 
SGCN    X X Mod/high 

Fire suppression/ sheep 
grazing-disease 
transmission 

 
Southern red-
backed vole Myodes gapperi S2S3 S5   N/A   X Low Not specified 

Spotted bat 
Euderma 
maculatum S2S3 S3 

Tier II 
SGCN N/A X   Moderate 

Recreational rock 
climbing UDWR 2005), 
Rock climbing, 
quarrying, pesticides 
(WGFD 2005) 

Townsend's big-
eared bat 

Corynorhinus 
townsendii S3? S2 

Tier II 
SGCN N/A X  Mod/High 

Human disturbance, 
mine reclamation 
(WGFD 2005) 

White-tailed 
prairie dog 

Cynomys 
leucurus S2? S3 

Tier II 
SGCN N/A    Low/mod 

Disease, population 
control efforts, energy 
and urban development 
(UDWR 2005). 

Wolverine Gulo gulo S1 S2 
Tier III 
SGCN N/A X X Mod/High 

Road construction 
(UDWR 2005) 
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Table 7.  Further Review of Potential Species of Interest 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Nature 
Serve UT 
State 
Rank 

Nature 
Serve WY 
State Rank

UT/ 
WY 
CWCS 

UT/ WY 
PIF; FWS 
BCC 

Current 
Sensitive 
Species 

 
FS Lands 
Represent a 
Substantial 
Portion of 
Habitat in 
SW WY/ 
NE UT 

Estimated 
Potential Risk 
due to 
Management 
(FS lands) Threats/ Impacts 

Yuma myotis 
Myotis 
yumanensis S3 S1 Tier II N/A     Moderate 

Human disturbance, 
mine closures, pest 
control, overgrazing 
(UDWR 2005) 

BIRDS                   

American Avocet 
Recurvirostra 
americana S2S3B S3B Tier III ф III     Low 

Loss of wetlands and 
lake shores (Parrish et 
al. 2002) 

American dipper 
Cinclus 
mexicanus S3S4 S4   II   X Unknown Not specified 

American Three-
toed Woodpecker Picoides dorsalis S2S3 S3 

Tier II 
SGCN ф II X X Mod/High 

Snag removal/salvage 
logging, fire 
suppression (UDWR 
2005). 

Ash-throated 
flycatcher 

Myiarchus 
cinerascens S4S5B S3B SGCN II     Mod 

Juniper removal 
(WGFD 2005) 

Black Rosy-finch Leucosticte atrata S2S3 S1B,  S2N
Tier III 
SGCN ф III   X Low 

Isolated populations 
(UDWR 2005) 

Black-chinned 
hummingbird 

Archilochus 
alexandri S4S5B S1B   II     Unknown Not specified 

Black-throated 
Gray Warbler* 

Dendroica 
nigrescens S4S5B S2  Tier III ф III Ж     Moderate 

Pinyon-juniper removal 
(UDWR 2005) 

Black-throated 
Sparrow 

Amphispiza 
bilineata S5B,S2N SNA         Low 

Possibly predation 
(NatureServe 2008) 

Blue grouse 
Dendragapus 
obscurus S4 S5   III   X Unknown Not specified 



Draft                                                                                                       Ashley National Forest 
                                                                                                                                      Fisheries & Wildlife Species  
                                                                                                                                      Diversity Report 

Draft                                                                                                                    September 2009 
Version 1.5 

47

Table 7.  Further Review of Potential Species of Interest 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Nature 
Serve UT 
State 
Rank 

Nature 
Serve WY 
State Rank

UT/ 
WY 
CWCS 

UT/ WY 
PIF; FWS 
BCC 

Current 
Sensitive 
Species 

 
FS Lands 
Represent a 
Substantial 
Portion of 
Habitat in 
SW WY/ 
NE UT 

Estimated 
Potential Risk 
due to 
Management 
(FS lands) Threats/ Impacts 

Brewer's sparrow Spizella breweri S4S5B S5 
Tier III 
SGCN ф I Ж     Moderate 

Sagebrush removal and 
fragmentation (WGFD 
2005) 

Broad-tailed 
hummingbird 

Selasphorus 
platycercus S3?B S5B Tier III ф II   X Moderate 

Livestock grazing 
(Nicholoff 2003) 

Brown creeper 
Certhia 
americana S4 S4   II   X Moderate 

Fragmentation of 
mature/ old-growth 
conifer (Nicholoff 
2003) 

Bullock's oriole Icterus bullockii S4S5B S5B, S5N   III     Unknown Unspecified 

Burrowing owl 
Athene 
cunicularia S3B S3 

Tier II 
SGCN I Ж     Low 

Loss of native 
grasslands to 
urbanization and non-
natives, elimination of 
prairie dogs (Nicholoff 
2003) 

Canvasback Aythya valisineria 
S2S3B, 
S3N S4B SGCN       Low 

Drought, loss of 
wetlands, predators 
(WGFD 2005) 

Clark's nutcracker 
Nucifraga 
columbiana S4 S5B, S5N   III    X Low 

Loss of whitebark and 
limber pine (WGFD 
2005) 

Common Loon Gavia immer S3?N,  S1B, S2N SGCN II     Low 

Loss of habitat, human 
disturbance (WGFD 
2005) 

Common 
Merganser 

Mergus 
merganser 

S2?B,  
S3S4N S4B, S5N         Unknown Not specified 
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Table 7.  Further Review of Potential Species of Interest 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Nature 
Serve UT 
State 
Rank 

Nature 
Serve WY 
State Rank

UT/ 
WY 
CWCS 

UT/ WY 
PIF; FWS 
BCC 

Current 
Sensitive 
Species 

 
FS Lands 
Represent a 
Substantial 
Portion of 
Habitat in 
SW WY/ 
NE UT 

Estimated 
Potential Risk 
due to 
Management 
(FS lands) Threats/ Impacts 

Common poorwill 
Phalaenoptilus 
nuttallii S4S5B S5B, S5N   III     Low 

Conversion of 
shrublands to other 
cover types (Nicholoff 
2003) 

Cordilleran 
flycatcher 

Empidonax 
occidentalis S3S4B S4B   II   X Moderate 

Loss of mid to late 
successional forest to 
logging, fire, 
development (Nicholoff 
2003) 

Dusky flycatcher 
Empidonax 
oberholseri S4B S4B, S4N   II     Unknown Not specified 

Flammulated owl Otus flammeolus S3S4B S1?     X X Unknown Not specified 

Golden eagle Aquila chrysaetos S4 S3B, S3N   III     Low 

Threatened by loss of 
nesting habitat to 
industrial and urban 
development, illegal 
shooting, power line 
electrocutions, lead 
poisoning, pesticide 
contamination, and 
poisoning by carcasses 
intended for coyotes 
(Nicholoff 2003) 

Golden-crowned 
kinglet Regulus satrapa S4 S3B, S4N   II   X Moderate 

Sensitive to forest 
cutting (Nicholoff 
2003) 
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Table 7.  Further Review of Potential Species of Interest 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Nature 
Serve UT 
State 
Rank 

Nature 
Serve WY 
State Rank

UT/ 
WY 
CWCS 

UT/ WY 
PIF; FWS 
BCC 

Current 
Sensitive 
Species 

 
FS Lands 
Represent a 
Substantial 
Portion of 
Habitat in 
SW WY/ 
NE UT 

Estimated 
Potential Risk 
due to 
Management 
(FS lands) Threats/ Impacts 

Gray flycatcher 
Empidonax 
wrightii S4S5B S4B, S4N   II     Moderate 

Clearing and 
fragmentation of 
(mature) juniper stands 
(Nicholoff 2003) 

Great Gray Owl Strix nebulosa S1N ** SGCN II X X Low 

Intense timber 
harvesting at nest sites 
(WGFD 2003) 

Hammond's 
flycatcher 

Empidonax 
hammondii S3S4B S4   II    Moderate 

Logging of late-
successional forests 
(Nicholoff 2003) 

Hermit Thrush Catharus guttatus S4B,S2N S5B       X Moderate 
Forest fragmentation 
(NatureServe 2008) 

Juniper Titmouse 
Baeolophus 
ridgwayi S4S5 S1 SGCN II     Low/Mod 

Removal of open-
grown juniper old-
growth (WGFD 2003) 

Lark Bunting 
Calamospiza 
melanocorys S2S3B S4B SGCN II     Unknown 

Declining range of 
unknown causes 
(WGFD 2005) 

Lark Sparrow 
Chondestes 
grammacus S5B,S2N S5B, S5N   II     Low 

Habitat loss and 
conversion of open 
shrub habitats due to 
cultivation and 
urbanization, and loss 
of nests to agricultural 
operations (Nicholoff 
2003) 

Lazuli bunting 
Passerina 
amoena S4S5B S5B SGCN III     Unknown 

Declining range of 
unknown causes 
(WGFD 2005) 
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Table 7.  Further Review of Potential Species of Interest 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Nature 
Serve UT 
State 
Rank 

Nature 
Serve WY 
State Rank

UT/ 
WY 
CWCS 

UT/ WY 
PIF; FWS 
BCC 

Current 
Sensitive 
Species 

 
FS Lands 
Represent a 
Substantial 
Portion of 
Habitat in 
SW WY/ 
NE UT 

Estimated 
Potential Risk 
due to 
Management 
(FS lands) Threats/ Impacts 

Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis 
SHB, 
S3S4N S3B, S4N SGCN       Low 

Oil spills and pollutants 
in wintering and 
migration areas (WGFD 
2005) 

Lewis's 
Woodpecker Melanerpes lewis S2 S2 

Tier II 
SGCN ф II Ж    X Moderate 

Fire suppression, 
overgrazing in riparian 
areas (UDWR 2005) 

MacGillivray's 
warbler Oporornis tolmiei S4S5B S5B, S5N   II     Low/mod 

Riparian degradation 
due to incompatible 
livestock grazing 
(Nicholoff 2003) 

Merlin 
Falco 
columbarius 

SHB, 
S2S3N S4 SGCN II    X Low 

Pesticides, falconry 
(WGFD 2005) 

Northern goshawk Accipiter gentilis S3? S3 
Tier I 
SGCN I X X Mod/high 

Loss of large diameter 
trees to fire, insects, and 
harvest; changes in 
connectivity (UDWR 
2005) 

Northern harrier Circus cyaneus S4B,S3N S4B, S5N   III Ж     Low 

Loss of grassy areas 
and marshes, effects of 
pesticides (Nicholoff 
2003) 

Northern rough-
winged swallow 

Stelgidopteryx 
serripennis S4S5B S5B, S5N   III     Unknown Unspecified 

Olive-sided 
flycatcher Contopus cooperi S3S4B S4B   II   X Moderate 

Fire suppression, loss 
of winter habitat in 
South and Central 
America (Nicholoff 
2003) 



Draft                                                                                                       Ashley National Forest 
                                                                                                                                      Fisheries & Wildlife Species  
                                                                                                                                      Diversity Report 

Draft                                                                                                                    September 2009 
Version 1.5 

51

Table 7.  Further Review of Potential Species of Interest 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Nature 
Serve UT 
State 
Rank 

Nature 
Serve WY 
State Rank

UT/ 
WY 
CWCS 

UT/ WY 
PIF; FWS 
BCC 

Current 
Sensitive 
Species 

 
FS Lands 
Represent a 
Substantial 
Portion of 
Habitat in 
SW WY/ 
NE UT 

Estimated 
Potential Risk 
due to 
Management 
(FS lands) Threats/ Impacts 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus S2B S3B Tier III     X Low 

Contaminants, loss of 
nest sites in riparian 
habitats (UDWR 2005) 

Ovenbird 
Seiurus 
aurocapilla  S3B   III     Low/mod 

Fragmentation of 
aspen/cottonwood 
forests (Nicholoff 2003) 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus S2S3 S1B, S3N
Tier III 
SGCN I ф X X Low/mod 

Nesting disturbance, 
exposure to pesticides 
and organochlorines 
(especially on wintering 
grounds)(UDWR 2005) 

Pinyon jay 
Gymnorhinus 
cyanocephalus S4 S5B, S5N   Ж     Unknown Unspecified 

Plumbeous vireo Vireo plumbeus S3S4B S4B   II    Moderate 

Forest fragmentation, 
nest parasitism 
(Nicholoff 2003) 

Prairie falcon Falco mexicanus S4 
S3S4B,S4
N   III ф Ж     Low 

Pesticides, 
incompatible grazing, 
agriculture, disturbance 
(Nicholoff 2003)  

Pygmy nuthatch Sitta pygmaea S3S4 S2 SGCN II Ж   X Moderate 

Timber harvesting of 
older trees and snags 
(WGFD 2005) 

Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra S2S3 S5B, S5N       X Unknown Not specified 

Red-naped 
sapsucker 

Sphyrapicus 
nuchalis S4B,S3N S4B   II ф Ж    Mod/high 

Loss of aspen adjacent 
to conifers (Nicholoff 
2003) 
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Table 7.  Further Review of Potential Species of Interest 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Nature 
Serve UT 
State 
Rank 

Nature 
Serve WY 
State Rank

UT/ 
WY 
CWCS 

UT/ WY 
PIF; FWS 
BCC 

Current 
Sensitive 
Species 

 
FS Lands 
Represent a 
Substantial 
Portion of 
Habitat in 
SW WY/ 
NE UT 

Estimated 
Potential Risk 
due to 
Management 
(FS lands) Threats/ Impacts 

Rock wren 
Salpinctes 
obsoletus 

S4S5B,, 
S3N S5B, S5N   III     Low 

Cowbird parasitism 
(Nicholoff 2003) 

Ruddy Duck 
Oxyura 
jamaicensis 

S4S5B, 
S2S3N S4N, S5B         Low 

Hunting, drought, 
drainage of wetlands 
(NatureServe 2008) 

Sage sparrow Amphispiza belli S3S4 S3 
Tier III 
SGCN ф Ж     Low/mod 

Fragmentation and 
removal of sagebrush 
(WGFD 2005) 

Sage thrasher 
Oreoscoptes 
montanus S4S5B S5 

Tier III 
SGCN II     Low/mod 

Fragmentation and 
removal of sagebrush 
(Nicholoff 2003) 

Say's phoebe Sayornis saya  
S4S5B, 
S3N S5B, S5N   III     Unknown Not specified 

Townsend's 
solitaire 

Myadestes 
townsendi S4 S5B   II    X Unknown Not specified 

Veery 
Catharus 
fuscescens SHB S5B   III     Low/mod 

Alteration of riparian 
understory, nest 
parasitism (Nicholoff 
2003) 

Vesper Sparrow 
Pooecetes 
gramineus S5B,S2N S5B, S5N   II     Low/mod 

Pesticides, nest 
parasitism (Nicholoff 
2003) 

Virginia's warbler 
Vermivora 
virginiae S4S5B S1 Tier III ф III Ж     Moderate 

Habitat degradation due 
to fire, grazing, and 
timber harvest of oak 
(UDWR 2005) 
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Table 7.  Further Review of Potential Species of Interest 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Nature 
Serve UT 
State 
Rank 

Nature 
Serve WY 
State Rank

UT/ 
WY 
CWCS 

UT/ WY 
PIF; FWS 
BCC 

Current 
Sensitive 
Species 

 
FS Lands 
Represent a 
Substantial 
Portion of 
Habitat in 
SW WY/ 
NE UT 

Estimated 
Potential Risk 
due to 
Management 
(FS lands) Threats/ Impacts 

Western grebe 
Aechmophorus 
occidentalis S4B,S3N S4B SGCN III     Low 

Fluctuating water 
levels, human 
disturbance (WGFD 
2005) 

Western scrub-jay 
Aphelocoma 
californica S5 S1 SGCN II    X Moderate 

Excessive juniper 
removal, soil erosion, 
population isolation, 
cessation of natural 
juniper stand 
rejuvenation, primarily 
through fire 
suppression (Nicholoff 
2003) 

White-faced ibis Plegadis chihi S2S3B S1B SGCN       Low 

Nesting habitat 
availability, human 
disturbance (WGFD 
2005) 

White-tailed 
ptarmigan Lagopus leucurus SNA S1   III   X Unknown Not specified 

White-throated 
swift 

Aeronautes 
saxatalis S4S5B S5B, S5N   II     Low 

Disturbance, habitat 
degradation in winter 
habitat, pesticides 
(Nicholoff 2003) 

Williamson's 
sapsucker 

Sphyrapicus 
thyroideus S2B S2 Tier III II Ж    X Mod/high 

Catastophic wildfire 
(UDWR 2005) 

Willow flycatcher 
Empidonax 
traillii S4B S4B SGCN II    Moderate 

Loss of shrubby 
riparian habitat, nest 
parasitism (WGFD 
2005) 
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Table 7.  Further Review of Potential Species of Interest 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Nature 
Serve UT 
State 
Rank 

Nature 
Serve WY 
State Rank

UT/ 
WY 
CWCS 

UT/ WY 
PIF; FWS 
BCC 

Current 
Sensitive 
Species 

 
FS Lands 
Represent a 
Substantial 
Portion of 
Habitat in 
SW WY/ 
NE UT 

Estimated 
Potential Risk 
due to 
Management 
(FS lands) Threats/ Impacts 

Wilson's warbler Wilsonia pusilla S3S4B S5B,S5N   II   X Unknown Unspecified 
SOCIOECONOMIC 
SPECIES                   
Turkey  Meleagris spp. SNA SNA          Unspecified 

Rainbow trout 
Oncorynchus 
mykiss SNA SNA       X  Unspecified 

Brown trout Salmo trutta SNA SNA       X  Unspecified 

Brook  trout 
Salvelinus 
fontinalis SNA SNA       X  Unspecified 

Moose Alces americanus S3S4 S5 SGCN     X  Unspecified 

Pronghorn 
Antilocapra 
americana S4 S5          Unspecified 

American beaver 
Castor 
canadensis S4 S4       X Low 

Trapping, removal of 
woody vegetation near 
water (NatureServe 
2008) 

Northern river 
otter 

Lontra 
canadensis  S3 S3 SGCN        Unspecified 

Rocky Mountain 
elk 

Cervus 
canadensis S4 S5       X  Unspecified 

Mule deer 
Odocoileus 
hemionus S5 S5       X  Unspecified 

Mountain goat 
Oreamnos 
americanus SNA SNA       X  Unspecified 

Black bear Ursus americanus S3 S5          Unspecified 
Mountain lion Felis concolor S4 S4       X  Unspecified 
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I    = Wyoming PIF Level I 
II   = Wyoming PIF Level II 
III = Wyoming PIF Level III 
Ф  = Utah Partners In Flight Priority Species 
Ж  = USFWS Bird of Conservation Concern
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Summary of SOI Findings 
 
 
Given the criteria described above, species shown in Table 8 are recommended for 
further review as Species of Interest.  Rationale for species inclusion in the list 
recommended for further review are also provided.  Rationale for inclusion of species 
for further review is based the collective condition including rarity, risk to multiple uses 
and management activities, and socioeconomic importance. 
 
Table 8.  Species Recommended for Further Review as SOI 

Common Name Scientific Name Rationale for Selection 
REPTILES   

Midget faded rattlesnake  
Crotalus viridis (=oreganus) 
concolor 

• FS lands contain a large portion of 
known locations within Wyoming 

• Relative rarity 
• Moderate risk for impacts 

FISH   

Bear Lake sculpin Cottus extensus 

• Rarity of distribution 
• FS lands contains a substantial 

portion of suitable habitat 
MAMMALS     

 
 
American marten Martes americana 

• FS lands contain a substantial 
portion of suitable habitats 

• Mod/high risk to management 
activities 

• Sensitive species 

Rocky Mountain bighorn 
sheep Ovis canadensis 

• FS lands contain a large portion of 
known locations within Wyoming 

• Moderate/high risk for impacts 
• Sensitive species 

Townsend's big-eared bat Corynorhinus townsendii 
• Mod/high risk for impacts 
• Sensitive species 

Wolverine Gulo gulo 

• Rarity 
• Mod/high risk for impacts 
• FS lands contain a substantial 

portion of suitable habitats 
BIRDS     

American Three-toed 
Woodpecker Picoides dorsalis 

• Potential management impacts 
• FS lands contains a substantial 

portion of suitable habitat 
• Sensitive species 

Lewis's Woodpecker Melanerpes lewis 

• FS lands contains a substantial 
portion of suitable habitat 

• Disjunct distributions 
• Relative rarity in the planning area 
• Potential management impacts 
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Common Name Scientific Name Rationale for Selection 

Northern goshawk Accipiter gentilis 

• Potential management impacts 
• Sensitive species 
• FS lands contain a substantial 

portion of suitable habitats 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 

• Relative rarity in the planning area 
• Sensitive species 
• FS lands contain a substantial 

portion of suitable habitats 
Socioeconomic Species   
Rainbow trout Oncorynchus mykiss High socioeconomic value 
Brown trout Salmo trutta High socioeconomic value 
Brook  trout Salvelinus fontinalis High socioeconomic value 
Rocky Mountain elk Cervus canadensis High socioeconomic value 
Mule deer Odocoileus hemionus High socioeconomic value 

 
 
 
Species and Habitat Condition and Trend 
 
Population and habitat trends were reviewed for all species retained as TE, SOC, and 
SOI.  Population trends were unavailable for a large percentage of species, particularly 
those that are rare, but not federally listed.  Primary sources for population trend 
information included the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources’ Comprehensive Wildlife 
Conservation Strategy, USFWS species’ associated conservation documents, and other 
available sources.   
 
Habitats associated with these species varied in magnitude from one local account 
(Utah amphipod) to a combination of broad‐ranging vegetation types (northern 
goshawk and mule deer).  Again, specific condition and trend information for rare, non‐
federally listed species was difficult to determine as it may have been many years since 
condition was documented, if at all.  In 2006, the ANF began the process of modeling a 
number of vegetation types prominent on the Forest.  The Vegetation Dynamics 
Development Tool (VDDT) model which classifies vegetation by cover type and 
structure class, allows input of environmental variables, and produces potential 
outcomes in the form of veg. type/structure class acre values at the landscape level.  The 
results of that modeling effort were summarized by the ANF (USDA 2009) and have 
been incorporated into species habitat trend projections where applicable (Table 9). 
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Taxon  Habitat  Trend Summary 
 
Federally‐Listed Species 
Mexican Spotted Owl  Occurs in varied 

habitat, consisting of 
mature montane 
forest and woodland, 
shady wooded 
canyons, and steep 
canyons. 

Population Trend: Unknown (UDWR 2005). 
 
Habitat Trend: Structural diversity in mixed conifer and Douglas‐fir will 
decrease, with a trend toward increasing mature and old structure with 
increased fuel loads (USDA 2009).   

Humpback chub  Mainstem riverine 
habitats with a 
variety of habitats 
ranging from pools 
with turbulent to 
little or no current. 

Population Trend: Unknown. 
 
Habitat Trend:  Unknown. Apparently, the primary threats to this species 
are hybridization, competition, habitat fragmentation, and limited 
populations (UDWR 2005). 

Bonytail chub  Mainstem riverine 
habitats 

Population Trend:  Unknown 
 
Habitat Trend:  Unknown. Apparently, the primary threats to this species 
are hybridization, competition, habitat fragmentation, and limited 
populations (UDWR 2005). 

Colorado pikeminnow  Mainstem and 
tributary riverine 
habitats. 

Population Trend: Unknown. 
 
Habitat Trend: Unknown. Apparently, the primary threats to this species 
are competition, habitat fragmentation, water diversions, limited 
populations, and long travel distance during spawning (UDWR 2005). 

Razorback sucker  Warm‐water reaches 
of larger rivers in the 
Colorado River basin. 

Population Trend: Unknown. 
 
Habitat Trend: Unknown. Apparently, the primary threats to this species 
are hybridization, competition, habitat fragmentation, and limited 
populations (UDWR 2005). 

Black‐footed ferret   Open, grass‐forb 
habitats containing 
prairie dog towns. 

Population Trend: One population in Utah as a result of ongoing 
reintroduction efforts (UDWR 2005). 
 
Habitat Trend: Unknown.  Grassland habitats not modeled.   

Canada Lynx  Engelmann spruce, 
white fir, subalpine 
fir, and lodgepole 
pine above 6,500 
feet 

Population Trend: Unknown. Presumed extirpated from Utah. 
 
Habitat Trend: Structural diversity in mixed conifer and Douglas‐fir will 
decrease, with a trend toward increasing mature and old structure with 
increased fuel loads. The amount and distribution of subalpine fir will 
likely vary through time as seral stages advance.  Lodgepole pine stands 
in the western portion of the ANF will trend toward mature and old 
structure, while those in the eastern portion will maintain a high level of 
structural diversity (USDA 2009. 

 
Species of Concern 

   

Utah needlefly  Springs and 
rheocrenes 

Population Trend: Unknown.   
 
Habitat Trend: Current condition and trend of habitats and sites 
containing this species are unknown. 

Utah amphipod  Caves  Population Trend: Unknown. 
 
Habitat Trend: Current conditions and trends within the cave containing 
this species are unknown. 
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Nokomis fritillary  Streamside meadows 
and seepage areas 
containing Viola 
nephrophylla 

Population Trend: Unknown. 
 
Habitat Trend: Some springs have undergone water diversion and 
development.  The extent of impacts to available habitat is unknown. 

Eureka mountainsnail  Relatively open areas 
of limestone with 
shrub/Douglas‐fir 
overstories 

Population Trend: Unknown. Currently four widely separated population 
in Utah. 
 
Habitat Trend: Current condition of the ANF site is stable and trending 
toward  desired condition.  In 2005 the site was reported to be fenced 
and monitored (USFWS 2005). 

Colorado River 
cutthroat trout 

Headwater streams 
and mountain lakes 
with cool, well‐
oxygenated water 

Population Trend: Upward for lakes, and stable to downward for 
streams. (USDA 2006) 
 
Habitat Trends:  Stable to improving  (USDA 2006)                                             

Bald eagle   Large trees for 
nesting, Open water 
with adequate fish 
populations  

Population Trend: Increasing (UDWR 2005). 
 
Habitat Trend: Structural diversity in mixed conifer and Douglas‐fir will 
decrease, with a trend toward increasing mature and old structure with 
increased fuel loads (USDA 2009).   

Greater sage‐grouse  Sagebrush  Population Trend:  It is believed that the greater sage grouse population 
on the Forest is viable, stable, and in the last five to ten years there 
appears to be a slight upward trend.  It also appears that sage grouse are 
well distributed throughout its limited range on the Forest. (USDA 2006) 
 
Habitat Trend: Mountain sage associated with PJ is predicted to be 
displaced in the long‐term.  Mountain sagebrush associated with aspen 
shows a general stable trend (USDA 2009). 

 
Species of Interest 

   

Midget faded 
rattlesnake  

Primary focus habitat 
is rock outcrops used 
for denning  

Population Trend: Unknown. 
 
Habitat Trend: Unknown. 
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American marten  Montane and 
subalpine conifer 
with dense overstory 
and adequate 
densities of down 
logs 

Population Trend: Abundance in Utah is considered low (UDWR 2005).  
Population trend unknown. 
 
Habitat Trend: Structural diversity in mixed conifer and Douglas‐fir will 
decrease, with a trend toward increasing mature and old structure with 
increased fuel loads. The amount and distribution of subalpine fir will 
likely vary through time as seral stages advance.  Lodgepole pine stands 
in the western portion of the ANF will trend toward mature and old 
structure, while those in the eastern portion will maintain a high level of 
structural diversity.  High fuel loadings are predicted for some mixed 
conifer landscapes. (USDA 2009).   

Townsend's big‐eared 
bat 

Primary focus habitat 
is caves and 
abandoned mines 

Population Trend: Moderately common in Utah, thought to be declining 
(UDWR 2005). 
 
Habitat Trend: Past closing and sealing of abandoned mines and caves 
has eliminated a number of known historic maternity and hibernating 
colonies in Utah.  More recently, habitats are actively surveyed following 
a pre‐survey protocol to protect bat roosts (Pierson et al. 1999 in Oliver 
2000).  The trend in frequency of roost disturbance is unknown.   

Wolverine  Subalpine and 
montane conifer 
forest with little or 
no human influence 

Population Trend: Possibly extirpated from Utah.  Recent sightings 
suggest it may still be extant within the state (UDWR 2005). 
 
Habitat Trend: For alpine, photographic comparison in some areas 
suggest a slow upward movement of treeline in the past 40‐150 years, 
with isolated patches of young conifer above treeline in the past 20 
years.  This may be a part of a natural fluctuations.  The amount and 
distribution of subalpine fir will likely vary through time as seral stages 
advance.  Engelmann spruce will likely continue to be driven by natural 
ecological processes due to being located primarily in wilderness areas 
(USDA 2009). 

Rocky Mountain 
bighorn sheep 

Open habitats with 
adequate escape 
cover 

Population Trend: Unknown. 
 
Habitat Trend: : For alpine, photographic comparison in some areas 
suggest a slow upward movement of treeline in the past 40‐150 years, 
with isolated patches of young conifer above treeline in the past 20 
years.  This may be a part of a natural fluctuations. 
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American Three‐toed 
Woodpecker 

Coniferous forests 
above 8,000 feet.  
Foraging can depend 
on available insects 
in bug‐killed and fire‐
killed trees. 

Population Trend: Considered common in Utah, but population trends 
are difficult to establish because occurrences are sporadic and irruptive 
(UDWR 2005). 
 
Habitat Trends: The level of Conifer mortality due to wood‐boring 
beetles is difficult to predict.  Large beetle epidemics are unlikely within 
Engelmann spruce.  Fire suppression has led to increased fuel levels and 
lengthened fire return intervals in lodgepole pine (USDA 2009). 

Lewis's Woodpecker  Open ponderosa, 
riparian, and possibly 
aspen forests. 

Population Trend: Thought to be declining from historic levels (Bosworth 
2003).  The species has been extirpated from the Wasatch Front; trend 
estimates are inconclusive (UDWR 2005). 
 
Habitat Trends: Because fires have been infrequent over the past 100 
years, understory saplings have increased. Modeling shows a long‐term 
trend toward larger trees, with persistence of understory; thereby 
increasing fire access to canopies.  Management may be required to 
reestablish open, park‐like stands.  Riparian forests currently contain a 
high level of structural diversity, and considered sustainable and 
resilient.  However, trend is toward conifer dominance with the absence 
of fire (USDA 2009). 

Northern goshawk  Large diameter 
conifer and aspen 
forests for nesting.  
Open understory 
conifer for foraging. 

Population Trends:  Occupancy has fluctuated since the date that data 
collection began; however, based on statistical analysis, the goshawk 
population trend across the Forest appears to be stable (Ashley National 
Forest unpublished data 2003).  It also appears that the Forest supports a 
viable goshawk population and continues to provide well‐distributed 
habitat across the Forest for this species. (USDA 2006) 
 
Habitat Trends: Because fires have been infrequent over the past 100 
years, understory saplings have increased. Modeling shows a long‐term 
trend toward larger trees, with persistence of understory; thereby 
increasing fire access to canopies.  Management may be required to 
reestablish open, park‐like stands.  For seral aspen, trends show a 
continual decline in structural diversity with stands moving toward 
mature and older stages with little or no aspen recruitment.  Persistent 
aspen trend is stable with good structural diversity. 

Peregrine Falcon  Cliff habitats for 
nesting, open areas 
and water for 
foraging 

Population Trend: Increasing, but still rare in Utah (UDWR 2005). 
 
Habitat Trend: No trend information is available for cliff and water 
habitats. 

Bear Lake sculpin  Endemic to the 
benthic layers of 
Flaming Gorge 
Reservoir 

Population Trend: Estimated to number in the millions (UDWR 2005). 
 
Habitat Trend: Stable  

Rainbow trout  Lakes, streams, rivers  Population Trend: Stable 
 
Habitat Trend: Stable and trending towards desired condition (USDA 
2006) 

Brown trout  Larger streams and 
rivers 

Population Trend: Stable 
 
Habitat Trend:  Stable and trending towards desired condition (USDA 
2006) 

Brook  trout  LAKES, Streams  Population Trend: Stable 
 
Habitat Trend:  Stable and trending towards desired condition (USDA 
2006) 
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Rocky Mountain elk  Variety of habitats, 
including grasslands, 
shrublands, forest. 

Population Trend: Herds have increased dramatically  in the past 30 
years, but stable for the past 10 years (UDWR 2005c).  
It also appears that the  elk population on the Forest is stable to 
increasing and sustains an annual harvest and remains viable. (USDA 
2006) 
 
 
Habitat Trends: Fire suppression has likely led to increased conifer 
encroachment in grasslands and shrublands.  Most forest types are 
trending to increased density (USDA 2009). 

Mule deer 

Variety of habitats, 
but sagebrush, 
mountain shrub with 
good structural 
diversity for primary 
forage. 

Population Trends: Widespread in Utah in high numbers, but 
experiencing recent declines due to drought (UDWR 2005). It also 
appears that the mule deer population on the Forest is stable to slightly 
decreasing, but sustains an annual harvest and remains viable. (USDA 
2006) 
 
Habitat Trend: Mountain sage associated with PJ is predicted to be 
displaced in the long‐term.  Mountain sagebrush associated with aspen 
shows a general stable trend, but a trend toward older age‐classes in 
most areas due to lack of fire.  Mountain shrub communities are 
currently in the mid to late seral stages and at risk to conifer and PJ 
encroachment.  Modeling shows eventual displacement by pinyon‐
juniper in all areas except the FGNRA (USDA 2009). 
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