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Dear Scott and Rayma, 

This letter is in reference to the annual meeting you had with Aaron Zobell on April 12th in 
Vernal concerning your grazing on the Birch Creek-Little Hole and Little Davenport Allotments.  
It will serve as your 2011 Operating Instructions and will become part of your permit as provided 
for in Part 1, Item 3 and Part 2, Item 8(a) of your term grazing permit.   

Situations may develop during the grazing season which you feel may require changes to these 
instructions.  If you believe this becomes necessary, or if you cannot comply with some part of 
these instructions contact Aaron Zobell and obtain approval before initiating changes or 
deviating from these instructions. 

Only livestock branded according to the Certificate of Registrations provided by you to the 
Forest Service will be allowed to graze on the allotment.  Confirmation of payment through the 
“lock box” process must be received before your livestock will be allowed to graze on National 
Forest lands.  
Table 1.0 Birch Creek/Little Hole & Little Davenport Allots. – Proposed Grazing Schedule and Utilization Benchmarks 

Allotment Kind/Class Numbers Proposed Dates Utilization Benchmarks1 
Birch Creek Little Hole 
(East and West Units) 

Cattle – 
cow/calf 

148 
 

June 10 – Aug. 15 ≤ 50% of key forage species 
≥ 4” residual stubble height along the greenline  

Little Davenport Rested Not Applicable 
1Utilization will be monitored at key areas of the allotment.  Key areas are those areas most preferred by livestock, are typically 
grazed first, and receive the most concentrated use (e.g. Button Hook, Low Line meadow, etc.); ≥4 residual stubble height of 
herbaceous species along the greenline at the end of the grazing season.   
 

Livestock will be trailed from the adjacent BLM Crouse Reservoir Allotment through the Little 
Davenport Allotment and onto the Birch Creek-Little Hole Allotment on or around June 10th.  
The actual on date and grazing season will vary depending upon when livestock are actually 
moved from the adjacent BLM allotment, range readiness, drought, or other factors.  Livestock 
will be removed from the Birch Creek-Little Hole allotment and trailed through the Little 
Davenport Allotment and off of National Forest lands by the proposed off date or when any 
utilization benchmark has been met in either the west or east unit, whichever occurs first.  Every 
effort must be taken to completely remove livestock off the National Forest by the scheduled off 
date.  For example, if it requires 3 days of riding to gather your livestock, then you should start 
riding 3 days prior to your scheduled off date. 



 

Your Forest Service term permit for 9 cows on the Little Davenport Allotment is part of an on-
and-off provision that is managed as a natural grazing unit consisting of Forest Service (12% of 
the land), BLM (e.g. Little Hole Allotment), and private lands.  This natural grazing unit is 
managed by the BLM through an interagency Memorandum of Understanding (FSM 1531.12b).  
The BLM Little Hole Allotment will be rested this year per the Little Hole Seeding Project 
Cooperative Range Improvement Agreement.  This necessitates the Forest Service Little 
Davenport allotment also be rested as it is part of this natural grazing unit.  As previously stated, 
livestock will still be allowed to trail through the allotment when traveling to and from the Birch 
Creek-Little Hole Allotment. 
 
Equal utilization of the range is the objective.  This requires riding and salting be properly 
conducted throughout the entire grazing season.  Rotate your salting areas during the grazing 
season and from year to year.  Place your salt in good forage producing areas where livestock do 
not go by preference.  Do not place your salt next to water, roads, trails, or in open meadows.  
Livestock should be equally spread between the two units within the Birch Creek-Little Hole 
Allotment and properly distributed within those two units to ensure the range is equally utilized.  
This is especially important since any key area reaching proper utilization means it is time to 
remove your livestock from the allotment.   

Maintenance of all your improvements must be completed 1 week before livestock enter the 
Birch Creek-Little Hole Allotment to the standards listed in your permit.  Completing your 
maintenance responsibilities 1 week before this date will allow Aaron to inspect your 
improvements and address any concerns before your livestock enter the Birch Creek-Little Hole 
Allotment.  You are responsible to provide all materials and labor needed to complete this 
maintenance.  Maintenance items and other related items specifically discussed included the 
following: 

Button Hook Springs Water Development:  The button hook springs water development was 
largely non-functional last grazing season.  You will need to review the water development prior 
to your turn on date removing juniper within the wooden exclosure and around the head box.  
The head box will also need to be cleaned out and set lower down to allow water to flow 
unrestricted from the head box through the pipeline and to the trough.  Should this still not result 
in the water development working as desired, please contact Aaron prior to your turn on date so 
the area may be reviewed cooperatively and other options considered.  Should you need to use a 
small tractor to clean out and reset the head box, fill out the enclosed travel plan variance permit 
filling out the exact date you plan to use the tractor and send it back to the district for my 
approval.   
 
Travel Plan Variance Permit:  You requested the use of an ATV for maintaining the Antone 
Springs water development, the Wildhorse Springs water development, and the Pipe Creek drift 
fences.  Fill out the enclosed Travel Variance Permit indicating the time period you expect you 
are likely to maintain these improvements.  Any request to maintain these developments by ATV 
or other motorized use will not be approved within the east unit from August 15th to November 
15th due to a seasonal road closure at the Pipe Creek gate.  Off-road use of ATVs/UTVs or any 
other motorized vehicle for any other purpose besides for the maintenance of fences specifically 
shown in your Travel Variance Permit is strictly prohibited.  The Travel Variance Permit is only 
for the individual shown on the permit and must be carried when in use to be valid. 

 



 

 
 We can provide you with a close the gate sign to help with the management of livestock on Pipe 
Creek.  Pipe Creek Gate is to remain locked after the 15th of August.  Please let Aaron know if 
you have any more compliance issues concerning this gate or if you are interested in picking up a 
sign. 
 
Please keep track of the dates, numbers and any other facts that may be pertinent to your grazing 
on the allotment this year and let Aaron know as they occur.  Note these items on the Grazing 
Use Record form attached below and return them to Aaron by December 31st.   
 
We also need your help to control noxious weeds.  We have recently have began retreating a 
spotted knapweed site on the Birch Creek-Little Hole Allotment.  You have been made aware of 
this site.  Please let Aaron know should you observe this plant or any other “new” weeds in other 
areas of the allotments on which you graze so that we can immediately treat those sites.  Control 
of musk thistle also remains a concern.  The spread of this plant can be controlled by removing 
seed heads before they flower and then cutting down the plant at its base. 
 

I look forward to working with you on the Birch Creek-Little Hole and Little Davenport 
Allotments.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact Aaron Zobell at (435) 781-
5279. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
/s/ Marcia L. Pfleiderer  
MARCIA L. PFLEIDERER 
District Ranger 
     
 
Enclosures (2) 
2011 Grazing Use Record 
Travel Plan Variance Permit 
     
cc Janice Cutler, BLM, 170 South, 500 East, Vernal, UT. 84078 

 



 

2011 GRAZING USE RECORD 
FLAMING GORGE RANGER DISTRICT 

 
This form should be completed in detail, signed, and returned immediately following the grazing season 
to this office.  Use back of sheet if necessary. 
 
PERMITTEE  _______________________________ 
 
ALLOTMENT_________________________________    YEAR___________________ 
 
ACTUAL USE 
 

UNIT IN ORDER 
GRAZED 

TOTAL 
LIVESTOCK 
NUMBERS 

DATE 
ENTERED 

DATE 
LEFT 

DATE ALL 
LIVESTOCK 
REMOVED 

FROM UNIT 

NOTES 

      
      
      
      
      
 
NOXIOUS WEEDS 
 

SPECIES LOCATION OTHER 
   
   
   
 
OTHER 
Improvements maintained and/or visited 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________   
 
Improvements in need of repair 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 
NOTES 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________   ______________________ 

    Signature             Date 

 



 

  ASHLEY NATIONAL FOREST 
TRAVEL PLAN VARIANCE PERMIT 

 
__________________________________ is hereby authorized to operate a  
Individual or Company (See Authorized Operators below) 
 
Vehicle on the following areas of the _____________________ Ranger District, Ashley 
 
National Forest in carrying out authorized project work.  
 
Area(s) Authorized:  ______________________________________________________ 
    (Be Specific) 
Section(s) ___________________________ T. ________ R. _______ Mer. __________ 
 
Section(s) ___________________________ T. ________ R. _______ Mer. __________ 
 
Project Description and Authorized Activities:  _________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
This Authorization will begin on:  _______________ and Expires on:  ______________ 
 
Vehicle(s) Make/Model: _______________.  License(s):  _________________________ 
 
Names & addresses of Authorized Operators:  __________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Closure Objectives: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Affect of Travel Permit:  ____________________________________________________ 
 
The Courtesy and Ethics, Environmental Protection and Reclamation Measures discussed on the reverse 
page are mandatory requirements of this Authorization. 
 
I accept the responsibilities required by this authorization. 
 
______________________________________  _____________________ 
Permittee       Date 
 
Authorized by: 
______________________________________               _____________________ 
District Ranger      Date  
 

 



 

 

This Authorization gives you the privilege to operate a vehicle in areas where the general public 
is not allowed this activity.  To protect this privilege, you are expected to follow certain rules of 
Courtesy and Ethics, Environmental Protection Measures and Reclamation Measures.  Violations 
are subject to citation and fines under 36 CFR 261 Subparts A and B.  If you are using an OHV, 
we highly recommend that you review the Utah Off-Highway Vehicle Education Student 
Workbook developed by the Utah Division of Parks & Recreation.  All OHV operators must 
meet State laws and Regulations.    
 
Courtesy and Ethics: 
 

 Be courteous when meeting or passing hikers, horseback riders and other users. 
 

 Leave all gates the way you found them (open or closed).  Post signs when appropriate. 
 

 Do not alter manufacturer’s muffler system on your vehicle. 
 

 Do not chase or harass wildlife or domestic livestock.    
 
Environmental Protection Measures: 
 

 If there is an authorized route going to or near your destination, please use this route. 
 

 Plan your activities and make as few trips in and out of the project area as possible.     
 

 Do not operate during wet conditions.  If surface is saturated and ruts deeper than 2 
inches result, do not enter. 

 
 Avoid riding over small trees and shrubs.  Trampled vegetation looks bad, damages 

wildlife habitat and may tempt others to follow, causing more damage. 
 

 Erosion is a major environmental problem.  Avoid riding on steep and erodible slopes, in 
wet meadows or on stream banks.  These areas will rut easily and the damage is long 
lasting. 

 
 Litter is becoming a problem everywhere.  It is costly to the environment and it is costly 

to clean up.  Don’t litter.  Always carry out your trash.  
 
 
Reclamation Measures: 
 

 Access routes that become unplanned roads by public use are becoming a major problem.  
To help reduce this impact, obliterate your tracks starting where you left the road to 
where they are not visible, using a rake or brush top. 
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