
ATTACHMENT SS2 

REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 
Species:  Amaranthus californicus (Moq.) S. Wats.     California Amaranth 
Synonyms:  Amaranthus albomarginatus Uline & Bray    Amaranthus microphyllus Shinners  
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

B 

Collection labels at NEB herbarium describe species as locally common to locally abundant along roadsides and in 
dried playa basins, stock ponds, and stream sides in Ogallala NG.  Dorn describes the species as present on shores 
and playas in Crook and Laramie counties in eastern WY.  According to Kartesz it is absent from CO and present in 
SD (although it is not listed as present in SD by VanBruggen) 

The distribution of A. californicus in the western Great Plains is somewhat difficult to ascertain.  It has apparently been 
under collected as it is often confused in the field with the weedy and widespread, A. blitoides (prostrate pigweed).  
Although now considered common on appropriate habitats in the NE panhandle, A. californicus was not collected in 
NE until the 1990’s.  Lack of collections and misidentifications may also explain why A. californicus is not mentioned in 
the Flora of the GP (1986) or The Vascular Plants of SD (1985).        

Confidence in rank  High  Medium  Low 

• Dorn 
• Kartesz  
• McGregor 
• Rolfsmeier 
• Van Bruggen 

2 
Distribution 

outside of R2 
C 

Albt. to ID south to California and Texas, but apparently absent from NM, AZ, and CO.  Mud flats, playas, and drying 
shores.   

Confidence in rank  High  Medium  Low 

• Kartesz 1999 
• Welsh, et al 

3 
Dispersal 
Capacity 

D Seed small (0.6-0.9mm).  Possibly dispersed by water in stream side locations or by waterfowl.   

Confidence in rank  High  Medium  Low 
• Welch et al 

4 
Abundance in 

R2 
C Species is locally abundant in appropriate habitats at Ogallala NG (See 1).  No information for other R2 areas.   

Confidence in rank  High  Medium  Low 
•  

5 
Population 
trend in R2 

D No information found. 

Confidence in rank  High  Medium  Low 
•  

6 
Habitat trend 

in R2 
B 

Habitat descriptions on specimens at NEB include drying playas and stock ponds, stream sides and roadsides.  
Rolfsmeier describes the species as disturbance adapted, indicating habitat is stable if not increasing. 

Confidence in rank  High  Medium  Low 

• Rolfsmeier 

7 
Habitat 

vulnerability or 
modification 

C 
See 6 

Confidence in rank  High  Medium  Low 
•  

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

C 
Prostrate mostly annual species adapted to open habitats, typically drying shorelines and playa.   

Confidence in rank  High  Medium  Low 
• Welch et al  
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National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY (L) to occur: 
Colorado NF/NG K L Kansas NF/NG K L Nebraska NF/NG K L South Dakota NF/NG K L Wyoming NF/NG K L

Arapaho-Roosevelt NF   Cimmaron NG   Samuel R. McKelvie NF   Black Hills NF   Shoshone NF   

White River NF      Halsey NF   Buffalo Gap NG  x Bighorn NF   

Routt NF      Nebraska NF   Ft. Pierre NG   Black Hills NF   
Grand Mesa,  

Uncompahgre, Gunnison NF      Ogallala NG x     Medicine Bow NF   

San Juan NF            Thunder Basin NG  x

Rio Grande NF               

Pawnee NF               

Pike-San Isabel NF               

Comanche NG               
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