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OHV Designated Routes Working Group 

DRAFT Middle Riding Area Proposal Narratives 

Review Draft:  June 5 Version 

 

Riding Area:  Middle 
 

Proposal Identifier:  MA – DR - All 

Proposal Description:  Designate routes on all existing identified trails in the 10C portion of the riding 
area, and close all future user-created trails.  Implementation of this proposal would result in 
approximately ___ miles of designated routes in the riding area. 
 
Description of Area:  Applies to entire riding area.  East side 10C area consists of older native forest 
stands.  West side 10C consists of foredune/deflation plain, with foredune dominated by European 
beach grass and scotch broom, and deflation plain a mixture of native and non-native vegetation. 
 
Key Benefits of Route Designation or Zone Change:  Would designate all existing trails, making them 
available for continued use by riders.  Maximizes the trail riding opportunities for OHV users. 
 
Key Issues or Concerns Noted:  Designates many trails that may be in poor or unsafe locations, and that 
are difficult to maintain properly.  Increases the potential for additional “user created” trails to develop 
adjacent to existing trails.  Increases potential for non-native species to spread into native forest on east 
side of area.  Impacts to wetland areas are likely in the 10C area on the west side. 
 
Summary of Working Group Evaluations/Support for Proposal:  This proposal received a low level of 
support from Working Group members during the initial evaluation process, ranking sixth out of seven 
proposals evaluated. Some support among OHV users on the Group, but very little from other Group 
members. 
 
 

 

Riding Area:  Middle 
 

Proposal Identifier:  MA – DR - None 

Proposal Description:  Designate no routes in the 10C portion of the riding area, and close all existing 
and future user-created trails. (This could also be considered a proposal to “re-zone” 10C areas to 10A, 
non-motorized). 
 
Description of Area:  Applies to entire riding area.  East side 10C area consists of older native forest 
stands.  West side 10C consists of foredune/deflation plain, with foredune dominated by European 
beach grass and scotch broom, and deflation plain a mixture of native and non-native vegetation. 
 
Key Benefits of Route Designation or Zone Change:  None noted. 
 
Key Issues or Concerns Noted:  Eliminates all historic trail riding opportunities in this riding area, since 
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there are no currently designated routes. 
 
Summary of Working Group Evaluations/Support for Proposal:  This proposal received a very low level 
of support from Working Group members during the initial evaluation process, ranking seventh out of 
seven proposals evaluated. 
 
 

Riding Area:  Middle 
 

Proposal Identifier:  MA – DR - 1 

Proposal Description:  Designate one OHV route to cross each of the five forested fingers on the east 
side of the riding area, connecting the parabola dunes that lie between these “fingers”, so that one 
continuous route would exist from north to south through the forested areas. The route would rely on 
some existing trails (Banshee Hill, etc.), and involve some new trail location and construction.  Close all 
other existing identified trails on the east side of the riding area.  (Formerly Proposal #4 for the middle 
riding area) 
 
Description of Area:  Applies to east side of the riding area.  The five forested “fingers” are native forest 
stands dominated by Lodgepole pine and Sitka spruce, with an understory of… 
 
Key Benefits of Route Designation or Zone Change:  Includes the existing “Banshee Hill” trail, providing 
for continued use of that area.  Provides an engineered trail riding experience through the forest stands, 
connecting the parabola dune sections.  Improves emergency access to this portion of the riding area. 
 
Key Issues or Concerns Noted:  Route could open up portions of these stands to the effects of strong 
winds.  Routes could increase the potential for non-native species to “invade” these native forest stands. 
 
Summary of Working Group Evaluations/Support for Proposal:  This proposal received a high level of 
support from Working Group members during the initial evaluation process, ranking second out of 
seven proposals evaluated. 
 
 

Riding Area:  Middle 
 

Proposal Identifier:  MA – DR - 2 

Proposal Description:  Designate one OHV route to cross three of the five forested fingers on the east 
side of the riding area.  Running from north to south, the route would cross the first forested finger 
(Banshee Hill), and the fourth and fifth forested fingers (furthest south).   The entire route would rely on 
using existing trails, with no new trail construction.  Close all other existing identified trails on the east 
side of the riding area.  (Formerly Proposal #6 for the middle riding area) 
 
Description of Area:  Applies to east side of the riding area.  The three forested “fingers” are native 
forest stands dominated by Lodgepole pine and Sitka spruce, with an understory of… 
 
Key Benefits of Route Designation or Zone Change:  Includes the existing “Banshee Hill” trail, providing 
for continued use of that area. 
 
Key Issues or Concerns Noted:  None noted. 
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Summary of Working Group Evaluations/Support for Proposal:  This proposal received a very high level 
of support from Working Group members during the initial evaluation process, ranking first out of seven 
proposals evaluated. 
 
 

Riding Area:  Middle 
 

Proposal Identifier:  MA – DR - 3 

Proposal Description:  Designate a north-south route adjacent to the beach on the west side of the 
riding area.  Locate this route behind the first foredune (100-200 feet back from beach) to provide a 
noise and visual buffer.   Provide pedestrian access areas along the route, where OHVs can be parked 
and riders can access the beach by foot.  (Formerly part of Proposal #8 for the middle riding area).  Close 
all other existing identified trails in this area. 
 
Description of Area:  Applies to west side of the riding area.   
 
Key Benefits of Route Designation or Zone Change:   Provides for OHV users to reach beach access 
points (for pedestrian use) along this stretch of beach, while providing a noise and visual buffer. 
 
Key Issues or Concerns Noted:  This proposal should be considered in concert with the re-zoning 
described in Proposal “MA–RZ-A”. 
 
Summary of Working Group Evaluations/Support for Proposal:  This proposal was evaluated initially as 
a package which included the re-zoning proposed in MA-RZ-A.  The “package” proposal received a 
moderate level of support from Working Group members during the initial evaluation process, ranking 
fourth out of seven proposals evaluated. 
 
 

Riding Area:  Middle 
 

Proposal Identifier:  MA – RZ - A 

Proposal Description:  Re-zone an area of approximately 150 acres on the west side of the riding 
area from Management Area 10C to Management Area 10B.  This area is adjacent to the beach, 
immediately south of the Umpqua Beach #3 Parking/Staging Area.  (Formerly part of Proposal #8 
for the middle riding area). 
 
Description of Area:  Applies to west side of the riding area.  This area consists of foredune/deflation 
plain, with foredune dominated by European beach grass and scotch broom, and deflation plain a 
mixture of native and non-native vegetation. 
 
Key Benefits of Route Designation or Zone Change:  Provides for continued, relatively unrestricted 
riding opportunities in this area.  Riding may help to control the European beach grass and scotch 
broom, which dominate the vegetation on much of the area.  This additional riding area would lessen 
congestion and enhance safety by providing a “low speed” riding area. 
 
Key Issues or Concerns Noted:  Accommodating a high level of OHV use in this area will increase the 
management challenges associated with OHVs accessing the closed beach area.  Some concern about 
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the presence of wetland areas and native vegetation along the east side of this area, and potential 
impacts to those resources. 
 
Summary of Working Group Evaluations/Support for Proposal:  This proposal was evaluated initially as 
a package which included the route proposed in MA-DR-3.  The “package” proposal received a moderate 
level of support from Working Group members during the initial evaluation process, ranking fourth out 
of seven proposals evaluated. 
 


