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Enclosure 1 

Tellico Project Proposal 
 

Management activities within the Tellico Project Area are guided by the Revised Land and 

Resource Management Plan (RLRMP) through Forest Wide (Chapter 2), Prescription (Chapter 

3), and Management Area (Chapter 4) goals and objectives.  The Tellico Project Area includes 

compartments  41, 43, 44, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 62, 63, 65, 68, 69, 72, 73, 75, 76, 79, 80, 82, 83, 

84, 88, 89, 90, 91, 95, 409, 415, 416, 421, 425, 432, and 438 and encompasses approximately 

29,000 acres.  This acreage is all contained within Management Areas 3 and 6 and is allocated 

into ten prescription areas:   

 

1.A 693 acres (2%) – Designated Wilderness 

5.A 6 acres (less than 1%) – Administrative Sites  

7.A 2,419 acres (8%) – Scenic Byway Corridors 

7.B 7,116 acres (25%) – Scenic Corridors 

7.D 69 acres (less than 1%) – Concentrated Recreation Zones 

8.B 6,754 acres (23%) – Early Successional 

9.F 716 acres (2%) – Rare Communities 

9.H 260 ac (less than 1%) – Restoration 

11 5,316 ac (18%) – Riparian 

12.B 5,629 acres (19%) – Remote Backcountry Nonmotorized 

 

The following narratives summarize specific management proposals designed to implement the 

RLRMP.  Narratives are arranged into the following categories: Vegetation and Forest Health 

Improvements, Additional Wildlife Habitat Improvements, Fire Management, and 

Transportation Improvements.  See Figures 1-5 for the project area location as well as 

approximate locations of activities. These activities may contribute to meeting Forest Wide, 

Prescription, and Management Area objectives.  A list of applicable goals and objectives is 

included. 

 

 

Vegetation and Forest Health Improvements  

 

1) Restore and maintain natural oak and oak-pine communities and create early successional 

habitat through silvicultural treatments on approximately 145 acres of existing forested 

stands.  These stands would be restored to forested communities that would naturally 

occur on these sites.  These stands are mostly upland sites that would support “dry to 

mesic oak forest” or “dry and dry mesic oak-pine forests”.  Regeneration sources would 

be existing seedlings and coppice or stump sprouts.  Activities would occur in the stands 

listed in Table 1. 
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Table 1. Oak and Oak/Pine Restoration 

Comp/Stand Acres Type of Harvest Reforestation 

53/5 36 Shelterwood 

w/reserves 

Slash down site preparation, natural 

regeneration, 2
nd

 year chemical release 

53/19 37 Shelterwood 

w/reserves 

Slash down site preparation, natural 

regeneration, 2
nd

 year chemical release 

54/27 7 Shelterwood 

w/reserves 

Slash down site preparation, natural 

regeneration, 2
nd

 year chemical release 

89/9 21 Shelterwood 

w/reserves 

Slash down site preparation, natural 

regeneration, 2
nd

 year chemical release 

416/8 34 Shelterwood 

w/reserves 

Slash down site preparation, natural 

regeneration, 2
nd

 year chemical release 

416/20 10 Shelterwood 

w/reserves 

Slash down site preparation, natural 

regeneration, 2
nd

 year chemical release 

 

2) Restore and maintain shortleaf pine, pitch pine and associated pine-oak communities and 

create early successional habitat through silvicultural treatments on approximately 234 acres of 

existing forested stands.  These are mostly ridge sites that would support “xeric pine and pine-

oak forests” within which fire has historically played an important role in shaping species 

composition.  These treatments create early successional habitat.   Regeneration sources would 

be existing seedlings, coppice or stump sprouts, and supplemental tree planting.  To ensure 

desired conditions are achieved, herbicide applications (triclopyr) would be applied in the second 

year after planting. Activities would occur in the stands listed in Table 2. 

 

Table 2.  Pine Oak/Pine Regeneration 

Comp/Stand Acres Type of Harvest Reforestation 

43/12 29 Clearcut w/ 

Reserves 

Slash down and burn site preparation, 

plant pitch pine on 12’ x 12’ spacing, 2
nd

 

year chemical release 

43/14 16 Seedtree w/ 

Reserves 

Slash down and burn site preparation, 

plant pitch pine on 15’ x 15’ spacing, 2
nd 

year chemical release  

43/15 25 Seedtree w/ 

Reserves 

Slash down and burn site preparation, 

plant pitch pine on 15’ x 15’ spacing, 2
nd 

year chemical release 

53/7 32 Seedtree w/ 

Reserves 

Slash down and burn site preparation, 

plant pitch pine on 15’ x 15’ spacing, 2
nd

 

year chemical release 

68/29 12 Seedtree w/ 

Reserves 

Slash down and burn site preparation, 

plant shortleaf pine on 15’ x 15’ spacing, 

2
nd 

year chemical release 

69/12 19 Clearcut w/ 

Reserves 

Slash down and burn site preparation, 

plant shortleaf pine on 12’ x 12’  spacing, 

2
nd

 year chemical release 

69/22 21 Clearcut w/ 

Reserves 

Slash down and burn site preparation, 

plant shortleaf pine on 12’ x 12’  spacing, 

2
nd

 year chemical release 
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69/23 35 Clearcut w/ 

Reserves 

Slash down and burn site preparation, 

plant shortleaf pine on 12’ x 12’  spacing, 

2
nd

 year chemical release 

69/33 10 Clearcut w/ 

Reserve 

Slash down and burn site preparation, 

plant shortleaf pine on 12’ x 12’  spacing, 

2nd year chemical release 

69/35 18 Clearcut w/ 

Reserves 

Slash down and burn site preparation, 

plant shortleaf pine on 12’ x 12’ spacing, 

2nd year chemical release 

416/3 17 Seedtree w/ 

Reserves 

Slash down and burn site preparation, 

plant pitch pine on 15’ x 15’ spacing, 2nd 

year chemical release 

 

3) Create habitat, improve forest health, species composition and promote advanced oak regeneration 

using uneven aged stand treatments on approximately 243 acres.  These upland stands are primarily 

upland oak species and yellow poplar.  Activities would occur in the stands listed in Table 3. 

 

Table 3. Group Selection 

Comp/Stand Acres Type of Harvest Reforestation 

73/2 36 Group Selection Natural Regeneration, 2
nd

 year 

chemical release 

73/24 32 Group Selection Natural Regeneration, 2
nd

 year 

chemical release 

83/7 24 Group Selection Natural Regeneration, 2
nd

 year 

chemical release 

84/2 22 Group Selection Natural Regeneration, 2
nd

 year 

chemical release 

84/3 30 Group Selection  Natural Regeneration, 2
nd

 year 

chemical release 

84/4 62 Group Selection Natural Regeneration, 2
nd

 year 

chemical release 

84/28 37 Group Selection Natural Regeneration, 2
nd

 year 

chemical release 

 

4) Improve forest health, promote stand diversity and improve tree vigor through silvicultural treatments 

on up to 100 acres of existing forested stands that are heavily stocked or have been otherwise altered 

from desired conditions due to previous land use. These treatments would promote tree vigor, increase 

browse in the understory, and promote the development of advanced oak regeneration.  Activities would 

occur in the stands listed in Table 4. 

 

Table 4. Intermediate Treatments 

Comp/Stand Acres Type of Harvest Reforestation 

51/5 24 Thin/Grapevine Control (noncommercial) None 

55/7 22 Mid-story Removal (noncommercial) None 

55/10 34 Mid-story Removal (noncommercial) None 

83/4 20 Thin/Grapevine Control (noncommercial) None 
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5) Improve habitat and diversity by planting red spruce/Frasier fir.  Red spruce/Frasier fir would be 

planted under dead and dying hemlock trees.  Activities would occur in the stands listed in Table 5. 

 

Table 5. Planting 

Comp/Stand Acres Treatment Reforestation 

80/17&19 60  Spot plant red 

spruce/Frasier fir  

Plant red spruce/Fraser fir under 

dead and dying hemlock to 

maintain conifer component for 

wildlife. 

 

 

Additional Wildlife Habitat Improvements  

 

1) The Haw Knob rare community includes the Whigg Meadow and Haw Knob high elevation 

bald communities.  Both of these balds are likely of human origin created by grazing and 

possibly burning. Grassy balds and high elevation meadows play an important role in supporting 

biodiversity.  The grassy bald at Whigg Meadow is classified by the National Plant Community 

Classification as a Danthonia compressa –(Sibbaldiopsis tridentata) herbaceous vegetation grassy 

bald (Southern grass type) – CEGL004242.  The community is ranked as G1-Critically 

imperiled.  These vital resources are rapidly declining range-wide due to woody plant invasion 

and will require active recovery and long-term management if they are to survive. The 

conservation strategy developed for Whigg Meadow in 2001 includes a description of the desired 

future condition for this site including species assemblages.   

 

The protection and enhancement of this resource will meet the goals of the Forest Plan by 

conserving the unique plant and animal communities, protecting and preserving populations of 

rare species and contributing towards the restoration of high elevation early successional game 

and nongame species including golden winged warbler.  It will also contribute toward enhancing 

significant visual resources for recreationists. 

 

Approximately 6 acres of actual grassy opening remains at Whigg Meadow and is currently 

maintained by mowing.  Haw Knob is now completely enclosed with trees.  The opening at 

Whigg Meadow is currently dominated by a mixture of native and introduced grass species and 

is surrounded by blackberry, blueberry and small hardwood stems typical of a young forest from 

5-30 years old.  An area of small diameter trees indicating the historical opening was measured 

with a GPS unit and determined to be at least 80 acres.  Streams and other areas not appropriate 

for management were not included in the measurement.  To expand the opening, the following 

steps are proposed: 

a) Two CCS agreements have been established with UT to do pre-treatment monitoring of 

vegetation and birds.  In addition, signage would be posted to interpret the management 

to the public. 

b) Mechanical treatments – Using a gyrotrac or other similar device, cut smaller diameter 

stems surrounding the current opening.  For the first year, avoid cutting the majority of 

the blackberry and blueberry.  Those species are popular with berry pickers and occur 
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about 50 yards from the edge of the opening.  They also provide good cover for target 

species including golden-winged warbler. 

c) Prescribed fire – Use prescribed fire in the late growing season the first year after the 

mechanical treatments.  This will reduce the mulching effect of cutting, reduce sprouting 

of hardwood stems and stimulate desirable native species.  More prescribed burning 

would be done in subsequent years at various times of the year depending on the 

vegetation response.  Fire breaks around the berries may be needed initially.   

d) Herbicide – Use herbicides to further reduce hardwood sprouting and reduce exotic 

species in the opening. 

2) Maintain approximately 65 acres of existing spot and linear wildlife openings. Maintenance 

activities typically include, but are not limited to mowing, fertilizing, sowing, and burning.  

Openings are listed in Table 6.  

 

Table 6. Wildlife Opening Maintenance 

NFSR Opening 
number 

Acres NFSR Opening 
number 

Acres 

 82 3  72 2  

  79 7 

NFSR 

40533  3 

 83 4 

NFSR 

40540  3 

  

 

40 & 

41-1 3.5 

NFSR 

4521 & 

4522  

52-2, 52-

4, 52-5 7.5 

NFSR 

2055   56 7 

NFSR 

40832  5 

NFSR 

2051A   3.5 

NFSR 

4251  44 7 

 51-1 1 

NFSR 

40841  4 

NFSR 

2041  41-2 4    

 

3) Install ephemeral pools for bat and amphibian habitat in temporary roads and gated roads in 

appropriate areas. 

 

4) Stream channels would be restored to their proper condition and functionality to improve trout 

habitat and increase fishing opportunities.  Rhododendron and other materials that form barriers 

would be removed to allow the stream to flow in a more natural channel configuration.  No 

rhododendron will be permanently destroyed.  The improvements will consist of trimming 

rhododendron branches that extend across the stream channel, removing some large woody 

debris, and moving rocks within the channel to create a single stream channel that has deep 

pools, efficiently flushes sediment from the system, and diminishes the amount of stream bank 

erosion that is occurring.  Likely streams to be treated in the Tellico Project Area include:  Davis 

Creek (0.72 miles), Birch Branch (0.53), and Big Oak Cove Branch (0.93). 
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Fire Management  
 

Prescribe burn the following units totaling 4,612 acres: T-19 Buck Branch, T-21 Turkey Creek, 

T-22 Buck Horn, T-23 and Butler Knob. Approximately 2,000 feet of ground disturbance is 

needed for fire lines. 

 

 

Transportation Improvements  
  

1) Decommission 3.1 miles of system roads to include: 210N (<.1 mi), 2051 (1.3 mi), 2041 (1.1 

mi) and after kudzu is eradicated 40530 (.6 mi). 

 

2) Add 1.1 miles of existing roads to the system to include: 40842 (<0.1 mi) 40552 (<0.1 mi), 

40535 (0.33 mi), 40501 (<0.1 mi), and road connecting 40723 & 40724 (.50 mi).  These roads 

provide access to a recreation residence, private property, a helispot and a utility line.   

 

3) Install two gates on NFSR 434: one gate at the intersection of 165/434 and the other at the 

intersection of private property and 434.  This road is needed for utility line access.  Install a gate 

on NFSR 384A.  This road is under special use permit. 

 

4) Reconstruct approximately 15.5 miles of existing NFSRs to bring them up to standards.  Work 

would consist of widening curves, spot placing gravel, brushing, minor re-shaping, cleaning and 

constructing dips and other drainage structures to improve overall drainage, upgrading culverts, 

and replacing gates. 

 

5) Construct approximately 2.1 miles of temporary roads to access harvest units.  Temporary 

roads would be closed, stabilized and seeded with wildlife preferred species following 

completion of the project. 

 

6) Perform maintenance on approximately 17.7 miles of NFSRs to prepare the roads for 

management activities.  Maintenance activities include placing gravel and grading.   

 

7) Construct approximately .4 mile of new NFSRs to access units to be treated by commercial 

timber sale.  The road would be the minimum standard needed to remove timber and would be 

for administrative use only 

 

 

Forest Wide, Prescription, and Management Area Goals and Objectives 

 

The following is a list of RLRMP objectives and goals that are pertinent to this project.  This list 

may change as planning proceeds. 

 

Forest Wide Goal 10.  Maintain and restore natural communities in amounts arrangements, and 

conditions capable of supporting viable populations of existing native and desired non-native 

plants, fish, and wildlife species within the planning area.   

 

Forest Wide Goal 12.  Maintain or increase habitats for those species needing large, contiguous 

forested landscapes, and where the management of NFS Lands can make a difference in their 

populations and viability.  
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 Forest Wide Objective 12.01.  Maintain at least 1000 acres above 3000 feet in elevation in 

habitats characterized by grassy/herbaceous ground cover.  This acreage may be comprised of 

open woodlands, savannas, and grasslands; old fields; and regenerating forests (0-10 years old). 

 

Forest Wide Objective 12.02.  During the first ten years of plan implementation, cooperate with 

US Fish and Wildlife Service to increase structural habitat diversity in up to 5 percent of closed-

canopied mid- and late-successional mesic deciduous forest, including old growth restoration 

areas, by retaining large trees and creating small canopy gaps suitable for Cerulean warbler and 

associated species. 

 

Forest Wide Objective 14.02.  Provide upland water sources approximately every 0.5 miles, to 

provide an important habitat element for wildlife, including the endangered Indiana bat.  Water 

sources are comprised of both permanent ponds and ephemeral pools and are often located in 

openings or near road corridors that allow access by bats 

 

Forest Wide Objective 17.01. Over the 10-year period, restore at least 5000 acres of diverse 

native communities appropriate to sites currently occupied by white pine plantations. 

 

Forest Wide Objective 17.02.  Over the 10-year period, restore oak or oak-pine forests on at least 

9,000 acres per decade of appropriate sites currently occupied by pine plantations or other sites 

with minimal diversity. 

 

Forest Wide Objective 17.03.  Over the 10-year period, restore at least 10,000 acres of 

shortleaf/pitch/Table-Mountain pine forests. 

 

Forest Wide Objective 17.05.  Over the 10-year period, reduce the acreage of Virginia pine forest 

by at least 25,000 acres through restoration of fire-adapted pine or oak communities. 

 

Forest Wide Objective 18.01.  Encourage reintroduction of extirpated or declining native species 

when technologically feasible.  These species include, but are not limited to, American chestnut, 

butternut, hemlock, dogwood, Fraser fir, and red spruce.  Develop partnerships with universities, 

groups and other agencies to facilitate reintroduction of native species. 

 

Forest Wide Objective 18.02.  Promote the health of susceptible forest communities by 

maintaining a site-specific basal area that promotes tree vigor.  Encourage advanced regeneration 

of oak species. 

 

Forest Wide Objective 19.01.  Where forest management activities are needed and appropriate to 

achieve the desired composition, structure, function, productivity, public health and safety, and 

sustainability of forest ecosystems provide 33,726 MCF of sawtimber per decade. 

 

Forest Wide Objective 19.02.  Where forest management activities are needed and appropriate to 

achieve the desired composition, structure, function, productivity, public health and safety, and 

sustainability of forest ecosystems provide 6,242 MCF of pulpwood per decade. 

 

Forest Wide Objective 21.01.  Prescribe burn an average of at least 11,000 acres per decade 

(8,800 acres allotted to south end) of shortleaf/pitch/table-mountain pine forest, in an effort to 

maintain a fire return cycle of 4-12 years. 
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Forest Wide Objective 21.02.  Prescribe burn an average of at least 52,000 acres per decade of 

oak oak-pine forests in an effort to maintain a 4-12 year fire return cycle. 

 

Forest Wide Objective 21.03.  Prescribe burn an average of at least 26,000 acres per decade of 

pine-oak forests, in an effort to maintain a 4-12 year fire return cycle. 

 

Forest Wide Objective 21.04.  Prescribe burn an average of at least 12,000 acres per decade of 

oak oak-pine forests in an effort to maintain a 4-12 year fire return cycle. 

 

Forest Wide Goal 23.  Fire dependent ecosystem components are maintained by desired fire 

regimes. Restore and maintain fire associated and dependent landscapes by moving them from 

condition class 2 and 3 to condition class 1. 

 

Forest Wide Objective 24.01.  Reduce hazardous fuels in areas affected by insects, diseases, 

storm damage and along NFS boundaries with high property values at risk. 

 

Forest Wide Objective 24.02.  Minimize the amount of mixed mesophytic forest prescribed 

burned annually, within the constraints of meeting other prescribed fire objectives and without 

resulting in large increases in plowed or bladed fire lines. 

   

Forest Wide Goal 47. Construct, reconstruct and maintain roads to reduce sediment delivery to 

water bodies. 

 

Forest Wide Goal 48.  Provide a transportation system that supplies safe and efficient access for 

forest users while protecting forest resources.  

 

Forest Wide Objective 49.01.   Decommission unneeded roads that are identified through an 

interdisciplinary process. 

 

Forest Wide Goal 50.  Identify and upgrade highly used forest roads needed for public access 

and other roads that are needed but are adversely affected surrounding resource values and 

conditions. 

 

Forest Wide Goal 51.  Construct new NFSR only where allowed by prescription and where 

existing roads are inadequate to meet the need. 

 

Forest Wide Objective 8.B-1.01 Manage forest successional stages to maintain a minimum of 20 

percent of forested acres in mid- to late-successional forest, including old growth; a minimum of 

10 percent of forested acres in late-successional forest including old growth; and 10 to 17 percent 

in early-successional forest.  

 

Forest Wide Objective 9.H-1.01 Manage forest successional stages to maintain a minimum of 50 

percent of forested acres in mid- late-successional forest, including old growth; a minimum of 20 

percent of forested acres in late-successional forest, including old growth; and 4 to 10 percent in 

early-successional forest 


