
Veterans Green Corps  
– Recovery Act Projects- 

Montezuma, La Plata, Archuleta Counties 
 

 
The San Juan National Forest is using Recovery Act funding to employ 48 
returning military veterans on fuels-reduction projects. The veterans are 
hired and trained by the Southwest Conservation Corps to conduct hand 
thinning and brush piling, while the USFS provides oversight of projects.   

 
The effort is made possible through the 
Veterans Green Corps (VGC), a national 
initiative that helps returning military 
veterans transition to civilian life by 
leveraging their leadership experience, 
strong work ethic, and team approach to 
meet conservation needs on public lands.  
 
The crews are trained in trail maintenance, 
noxious-weed control, watershed 
restoration, monitoring, re-vegetation, data 
gathering and mapping. Veterans say they 
find the opportunity to reconnect with 
fellow soldiers and work in outdoor settings 
rewarding in personal and professional ways. 
Through their work on public lands, they 
gain valuable experience, training, and an 
ethic of natural resource stewardship, all of 
which enhances their opportunities for long-
term employment in natural resources.   
 

VGC crews are conducting hand-
thinning operations on public lands 
located in wildland/urban interface 
areas, where mechanized heavy 
equipment, such as hydro-mowers, 
cannot be used because of 
topography or proximity to homes.  
 
Resulting slash is either piled for 
later burning or offered to the 
public as firewood. The goal is to 
train veterans for green jobs while 
reducing the buildup of flammable 
fuels on public lands adjacent 
populated areas, recreational 
facilities or cultural sites.  

 



Veterans Green Corps - Recovery Act Projects  - continued 
 
In addition, the San Juan has instituted a Veterans Firefighter Development Program, 
which allows veterans to receive Red Cards so they can work on fire-management 
projects, such as prescribed and slash pile burning. This additional training allows for 
future career development opportunities.  
 
Work accomplished on the San Juan National Forest by the Veterans Green Corps 
crew and funded by the Recovery Act includes: 
 
Pagosa Ranger District/Field Office: 

� Ice Cave Ridge – fuels reduction on 54 acres  
� Pagosa Lakes Subdivision – fuels reduction on 29 acres  
� Chimney Rock Archeological Area – fuels reduction on 89 acres  

 
Columbine Ranger District/Field Office: 

� Saul’s Creek – fuels reduction on 100 acres  
� Tripp Gulch - fuels reduction on 40 acres  

 
Dolores Public Lands Office: 
� Chicken Creek - ponderosa pine thinning on 104 acres  
� South Carver - prescribed fire training on 100 acres    
 
These projects were funded by the Recovery Act through a participating 
agreement with the Southwest Conservation Corps. 


