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Executive Summary
Purpose
This plan provides a prioritization strategy for protection, improvement, and recovery of watershed conditions, water quality, fish habitat and riparian conditions on National Forest System (NFS) lands administered by the Olympic National Forest (ONF) within the South Fork Skokomish watershed.  It identifies restoration work that targets remediation of watershed conditions that pose high risk to aquatic resources, provides estimated costs for the work, and outlines a general schedule for completion.  While ONF managers understand the intent of this plan concentrates on aquatic resource recovery, they strongly support integrated management actions that promote holistic watershed health.  The plan also demonstrates the alignment to larger scale efforts including:  Olympic National Forest forest-wide management strategies; Region 6 Forest Service Aquatic Restoration Strategy; salmon recovery plans; water cleanup plans; Puget Sound Partnership; and, Puget Sound Shared Strategy.  Importantly, it also gives acknowledgement to the Skokomish Watershed Action Team, a highly motivated and effective diverse group of partners dedicated to collaboration of recovery efforts watershed-wide, with focus given to recovery of public lands in the upper watershed.
Implementation of work identified in this plan would help address conditions for listed fish species and listed water bodies.  Presently, the South Fork Skokomish watershed supports federally listed fish species and three fish species federally listed threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) Bull Trout (Salvelinus confluentus), Puget Sound Chinook (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha), and Hood Canal Summer Chum (Oncorhynchus keta).  In addition, NFS lands within the watershed include two water bodies listed as degraded for water temperature on the 2004 Clean Water Act 303(d) list.
Watershed Overview

The South Fork Skokomish watershed, as illustrated on the vicinity map, is located is in the southeastern corner of the Olympic Peninsula in Washington State and covers a 105 mile square area.  Eighty percent of the land base is under federal forest and park jurisdiction, with private ownership representing the remaining 20 percent.

Land use within the South Fork Skokomish watershed has changed substantially over the last century and a half, transitioning from primary use by native Americans for food, spiritual quests and burial grounds prior to1855, to an influx of settlers beginning around 1865 focused on homesteading, to an second influx of settlers from 1900 to 1910 focused on timber and mining claims, to commercial timber harvest activities dominant during the late 1920’s through early 1980’s.  During this latter period approximately 60 percent of the acres within the entire watershed were clearcut and overall road density by the early 1990’s measured over 3.6 miles per square mile.
Impacts and alterations in aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems, resulting from past management within the South Fork Skokomish, combined with inherent watershed conditions, culminated in the need for implementation of an extensive watershed restoration program of work.  In response to this need, and in concert with fundamental changes in land management direction on federal lands, Olympic National Forest managers have focused watershed recovery efforts through implementation of various treatments aimed at recovering fish stocks and habitat, improving water quality, and restoring late successional forest conditions since the early 1990’s.
2004 South Fork Skokomish Watershed Restoration Summary

Developers of this aquatic restoration plan relied heavily on the Olympic National Forest 2004 South Fork Skokomish Watershed Restoration Summary (USDA Forest Service, 2004) as the basic framework for identification of priority aquatic restoration work.  An Olympic National Forest team of natural resource specialists and managers developed the 2004 summary document for use as a management tool for making informed, scientific based decisions.  It provides:  an overview of the watershed; summarizes the management plans, assessments, and programs guiding the work that has been completed; documents restoration the Forest has accomplished since the early 1990’s, benefits to the resources, and their cost; and outlines the priority watershed restoration work remaining, anticipated benefits to the resources, and estimated costs.  The two sections below provides a synopsis of watershed restoration work completed between 1990 and 2004, and remaining restoration work as identified in the 2004 summary document.
Watershed Restoration Work Completed for the Period 1990-2004
Restoration accomplishments between 1990 and 2004 include totaling roughly 10.6 million dollars includes:  106 miles of road decommissioning; 108 miles of road stabilization and/or drainage upgrade; soil stabilization projects along 247 miles of road; installation of 3 in-stream structure projects and construction of 2 over-wintering pond complexes; riparian planting and other enhancements along 2 miles of anadromous streams; restoration of 1 floodplain area and its’ associated 0.10 mile over-flow channel; annual nutrient additions in over 13 miles of anadromous stream reaches; 4,770 acres of pre-commercial thinning; 1,250 acres of commercial thinning; 1,370 acres of fertilization; prairie restoration on 33 acres; and noxious weed control on 100 acres.  Section 3 of the 2004 summary and Appendix A Maps 3-4 documents aquatic-related restoration work accomplished.
Watershed Restoration Work Remaining
[image: image1]Even with the significant progress that has been made toward recovery of watershed health since the early 1990’s, important restoration work remains to be completed within the South Fork Skokomish.  Section 4.0 and Maps 8-12 of the 2004 restoration summary details an estimated 11.6 million dollars in restorative work remaining on NFS lands within the watershed and includes:  43 miles of road decommissioning, 5 miles of which are proposed for conversion to trail; 171 miles of road stabilization and/or drainage upgrades; soil stabilization along 100 miles of road; correction of fish passage barriers at 14 resident fish culverts; 1 in-stream structure project; maintenance of existing riparian plantings and additional riparian treatments adjacent to 2.5 stream miles; continued nutrient enhancement in 13 miles of anadromous stream reaches; 3,000 acres of pre-commercial thinning; 2,000 acres (per decade over the next 3 decades) of commercial thinning; aerial fertilization of 200 acres; and noxious weed control on 300 acres.  The summary document outlined two additional restoration projects that warrant further review to determine their feasibility.  These include reintroduction of extirpated anadromous salmonid species in the upper South Fork and restoration of juvenile bull trout habitat in the lower portion of Church Creek.  Section 4 and Appendix A Maps 6-10 outlines aquatic related restoration work.

Watershed Restoration Work Initiated Since 2004

Since 2004, the Olympic National Forest has initiated work on three projects, The Flat Stewardship Project, Brown Creek Road Decommission, and Nutrient Enhancement, totaling roughly 1.1 million dollars, as described below.  Partnership contribution, though not provided in detail, plays a critical role in providing or securing resources for implementation of these projects.  Table 1 in Appendix 1 of this document provides a brief project description, cost and general schedule.  Costs provided planning, survey, design, contract award, contract implementation, and monitoring.

In 2006, Forest initiated implementation of the Flat Stewardship Project, the first stewardship contract on the Forest.  Under this contract, roughly 200 acres will be commercially thinned, 59 acres pre-commercially thinned and 4.8 miles of road identified as high risk to aquatic resources will be decommissioned.  Total project costs including equals around $850,000.  Funds have been secured to implement this project with the exception of $155,000.
The Brown Creek Road Decommissioning Project proposes an additional 4.2 miles of roads identified as high risk to aquatic resources for decommissioning.  NEPA, survey, design and contract award are scheduled for Fiscal Year 2007.  Cost to complete this work is estimated at around $230,000.
The South Fork Skokomish Nutrient Enhancement Project implementation occurred in 2004 and 2005, as part of an ongoing effort initiated in the mid 1990’s.  It involves placement of hatchery salmon carcasses throughout 13 miles of anadromous stream reaches within the upper watershed.  Total cumulative cost for both years totals $25,000.
Priority Aquatic Restoration Work Remaining
Because this South Fork Skokomish Aquatic Restoration Plan concentrates on the aquatic-related treatments, it is essentially a subset of the work laid out in the 2004 summary document, with some amendments.  The 2004 summary documents roughly 10.5 million dollars in restoration work completed between 1990 and 2004 and lays out an estimated remaining 11.6 million dollars of restoration work, all on NFS lands within the upper watershed.  Treatments resulting in protection and recovery of aquatic resources, including road decommissioning, drainage and stabilization work, accounts for 8.3 of the 10.5 million total spent between 1990 and 2004.  Of the estimated remaining 11.6 million dollars in work sited, 7.2 million dollars has aquatic emphasis.  Section 3 of the 2004 summary and Appendix A Maps 3-4 documents aquatic-related restoration work accomplished.  Section 4 and Appendix A Maps 6-10 outlines aquatic related restoration work.

Developers of this plan identified priority aquatic restoration work based primarily on the prioritization strategy determinations documented within the 2004 Restoration Summary.  Forest managers recognize that the prioritization for protection and recovery of aquatic resources may shift based on further analysis or changed watershed conditions.  Table 1 in Appendix 1 of this document, outlines the 4.5 million in potential project work, the general schedule for this work and estimated cost.  NEPA, survey, design and contract preparation have not been initiated for any of the work identified, with the exception of the “Fallout Roads” from the Flat Stewardship Project.  Pending the outcome of NEPA for projects identified, work will be accomplished as funds are secured.

Priority Aquatic Restoration Work remaining includes:  17 miles of road decommissioning; 92 miles of road stabilization and drainage upgrade; correction of fish passage barriers at 6 resident fish culverts; large woody debris in-stream work; maintenance of existing riparian plantings and additional riparian treatments adjacent to 2.5 stream miles; and continued nutrient enhancement in 13 miles of anadromous stream reaches.

In addition to work listed above, there are three other potential projects.  Two of these are currently under review to determine their feasibility.  The first project is reintroduction of extirpated anadromous salmonid species in the upper South Fork.  Coordination with Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Skokomish Tribe is needed for this project to go forward.  The second project is restoration of juvenile bull trout habitat in the lower portion of Church Creek.  Forest Service aquatic specialists have conducted preliminary channel surveys for this project over the past two years and are underway with documentation of their assessment findings.  Aquatic/Riparian invasive species weed treatments is a potential priority restoration treatment that could occur within the watershed in the next five years.  The initial need to address this potential aquatic threat is to conduct surveys to identify species type and location.

Forest managers recognize some of the remaining recovery efforts, such as road decommission work, will need to be done only once.  Others, such as instream habitat and riparian work, will require maintenance over time.  Some, including nutrient enhancement and invasive species control will require ongoing regular treatments.

Developers of the 2004 South Fork Skokomish Watershed Restoration Summary document prioritized road, instream and riparian restoration treatments using several criteria.  A criterion applied to all treatment types included a subwatershed rating of high, moderate, or low based on the presence of bull trout and steelhead spawning and rearing habitat.  A brief synopsis of the assessment to determine road priorities follows.  Forest watershed specialist used the road management objectives identified in the Olympic National Forest 2003 Access and Travel Management (ATM) Plan to categorize roads one of two categories:  decommission (including decommission/convert to trail) and stabilization and/ drainage upgrade.  They prioritized road these road treatments into three categories (high, moderate and low).  They did this by overlaying the subwatershed rating with aquatic risk ratings (very high, high, moderate or low) for each road as identified per assessment results from the 2003 Olympic National Forest Road Management Strategy.

Essentially, roads within a “high” subwatershed having an aquatic risk rating of “very high” or “high” received a “high priority” call.  Roads within a “high” subwatershed having an aquatic risk rating of “very high” or “high” received a “moderate priority” call.  Further evaluation using information and knowledge of specific roads segments resulted in a limited number of “moderate” aquatic risk roads within “high” subwatersheds being identified as “high priority”.
In general, the 17 miles of road decommissioning and 92 miles of road stabilization and drainage work signify roads with an aquatic risk rating of very high, high or moderate within high priority subwatersheds.  Forest managers acknowledge that this package of road treatments is not inclusive of all the high risk within the watershed. We also recognize that completion of the priority work presented here will not address all the watershed conditions that pose a risk to aquatic resources.  Rather, the priority work is focused on roads assessed as having relatively high risk within high priority subwatersheds – those having the presence of bull trout or steelhead spawning and rearing habitat.
Even though this plan is focused on recovery of aquatic resources, Forest managers recognize the benefits of taking a holistic approach to watershed recovery and in doing so promote integration among programs in completion of our work.  Therefore, in completion of important aquatic recovery efforts in the watershed such as road decommissioning, the Forest will also consider treatment of invasive species, revegetation to reestablishment of native species, revegetation to enhance elk and deer forage; and treatment of commercial or pre-commercial thinning.
Alignment with Larger Scale Management Strategies

Since the early 1990’s watershed restoration within the South Fork Skokomish watershed has been directed and/or guided by various land management plans, watershed assessments, forest-wide management strategies.  Appendix B within the 2004 South Fork Skokomish Watershed Restoration Summary outlines in chronological order the land management plans, watershed assessments and programs guiding watershed management within the South Fork Skokomish since the early 1990’s.

This plan aligns with current larger scale management efforts including the Olympic National Forest forest-wide management strategies such at the 2004 Ecosystem Strategy, Region 6 Forest Service Aquatic Restoration Strategy, salmon recovery plans, Puget Sound Shared Strategy, and Puget Sound Partnership, as is outlined in Appendix 2.
Skokomish Watershed Action Team

The Skokomish Watershed Action Team is a high functioning broad-based collaborative group that promotes restoration of the Skokomish River watershed on Washington’s Olympic Peninsula.  The inception of this group began in December 2004, when individuals interested in development of the Olympic National Forest’s first stewardship project came together – The Flat Stewardship Project.  In streamline fashion, the group reached consensus on the stewardship project by February 2005.  Members of the group shared a common interest in expanding the initial stewardship project effort.  In May 2005, the team met to develop a mission statement, goals and principals, and define the organizational structure.  The SWAT mission statement reads:

“The Skokomish Watershed Action Team will work towards common ecological and economic goals in the Skokomish River watershed through collaborative basin restoration projects.”

Principles and goals of the team include commitment to recognize and support projects throughout the basin.  Actions by the group are focused on Forest Service lands while ensuring collaboration throughout the basin.  The organizational structure includes a steering committee with three other subcommittees:  communication; project and funding.

Representatives include the Skokomish Tribe, Mason County, Mason Conservation District, The Wilderness Society, Green Diamond Resource Company, Hood Canal Salmon Enhancement Group, Conservation Northwest, American Forest Resource Council, Olympic Forest Coalition, Washington Native Plant Society, Hood Canal Coordinating Council, Washington Department of Ecology, Ecotrust, Cascade Land Conservancy, and others interested in restoring the Skokomish watershed.  Refer to Appendix 3 for the mission statement, goals and principals and team participant list.
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Appendix 1

Summary of Priority Aquatic Restoration Work,

Estimated Cost,

and General Schedule

Table 1.  South Fork Skokomish Watershed Restoration Work, Estimated Cost and General Schedule

	Restoration Category
	Remaining Work
	Values Used to Calculate Estimated Cost
	Estimated

Cost
	General Schedule

	
	Miles
	Sites 
	Acres
	
	
	

	Work Currently Underway

	Flat Stewardship Project -  Road Decommission (FS Roads 2354200; 2355100; 2355300)
	4.8
	 
	 
	Contract award, plus contract modifications
	$850,000
	Currently being implemented.  Estimated completion is Fiscal Year (FY) 2008.

	Brown Creek Road Decommission (FS Roads 2354300; 2354310)
	4.2
	
	
	Preliminary field reconnaissance
	$230,000
	NEPA, Survey, Design, Contract Award is scheduled for FY2007.

	Nutrient Enhancement
	13
	
	
	$12,500/Year for 2 years
	$25,000
	This project is implemented on an annual basis per availability of funds.  Implemented 13 stream miles in Fall of 2005 and 2006.

	Total Cost for Projects Underway
	
	
	
	
	$1,105,000
	

	Potential Restoration Work

	Flat Stewardship Project “Fallout Roads” (FS Roads 2300100; 2300130; 2300150; 2300170; 2361000; 2361800)
	5.7
	
	
	Engineers contract estimate
	$300,200
	NEPA, Survey, Design, Contract Prep completed in FY2006.  Funds are not currently secured to implement this work.  Implementation will occur when project funds are secured.  

	Placement of In-stream Large Woody Debris
	 
	 
	
	
	$350,000
	NEPA is not complete for this project.  Forest Service and partners submitted 3 grant proposals for this project in FY2006-2007 – results are pending.

	Road Decommission (9 miles high risk; 8 miles moderate risk within high priority subwatersheds)
	17**
	
	
	$110,000/mile high priority; $75,000/mile moderate priority
	$1,599,000
	To be implemented per availability of funds.

	Road Stabilization/Drainage Upgrade

(71 miles high priority; 21 moderate miles priority)
	92**
	
	
	$15,000/mile
	$1,380,000
	To be implemented per availability of funds.

	Culvert Fish Passage Barrier Correction

(6 moderate priority; 8 low priority)
	
	6
	
	$100,000/site


	$600,000
	To be implemented per availability of funds.

	Riparian Enhancement
	2
	
	
	$2,500/year for 5 years
	$25,000
	

	Nutrient Enhancement
	13
	
	
	$12,500/year for 5 years
	$125,000
	Project is implemented per availability of funds on an annual basis.

	Reintroduction of Extirpated Anadromous Salmon Species
	
	
	
	Estimate for project
	$125,000
	 

	Aquatic/Riparian Invasive Species Management
	
	
	
	
	Unknown
	This is a potential project – inventory for riparian invasive species have not been completed to date.

	Total Estimated Cost for Potential Work
	
	
	
	 
	$4,504,200
	

	Total Estimated Combined Cost (for Work Currently Underway and Potential Restoration Work
	$5,609,200
	


**Note1:  In general, the 17 miles of road decommissioning and 92 miles of road stabilization and drainage work signify roads with an aquatic risk rating of very high, high or moderate within high priority subwatersheds.  Forest managers acknowledge that this package of road treatments is not inclusive of all the high risk within the watershed. We also recognize that completion of the priority work presented here will not address all the watershed conditions that pose a risk to aquatic resources.  Rather, the priority work is focused on roads assessed as having relatively high risk within high priority subwatersheds – those having the presence of bull trout or steelhead spawning and rearing habitat.  Note 2:  Dollar figures for road work incorporates costs associated with integrated site treatments such as invasive species removal, native revegetation, seeding and plantings that enhance deer and elk forage enhancement, and erosion control.
Appendix 2
Alignment with 
Large Scale Management Strategies
Larger Scale Management Strategies
Introduction

Since the early 1990’s watershed restoration within the South Fork Skokomish watershed has been directed and/or guided by various land management plans, watershed assessments, forest-wide management strategies.  Appendix B within the 2004 South Fork Skokomish Watershed Restoration Summary outlines in chronological order the land management plans, watershed assessments and programs guiding watershed management within the South Fork Skokomish since the early 1990’s.

The South Fork Skokomish Aquatic Restoration Plan aligns well with larger scale management efforts including the Olympic National Forest forest-wide management strategies, Region 6 Forest Service Aquatic Restoration Strategy, and salmon recovery plans, Puget Sound Shared Strategy, Puget Sound Partnership.  The sections below provide a brief summary of how this plan tiers to these key larger scale management strategies.

Olympic National Forest Strategic Plan
Since 2004, a team of aquatic, wildlife, silviculture and fire resource managers developed the Olympic National Forest Strategic Plan, a key management tool aimed at integrating projects among different resource areas to accomplish aquatic and terrestrial wildlife restoration objectives.  The strategic plan ranked South Fork Skokomish as a high aquatic priority watershed to focus restoration work in, based primarily on the presence of anadromous habitat within the watershed and the potential benefit of this work to threatened and endangered species.
Region 6 Aquatic Restoration Strategy

The Region 6 Forest Service Aquatic Restoration Strategy is aimed at improvement of watershed and aquatic/riparian habitat conditions at a Regional scale, using a combination of passive and active restoration efforts.  Passive restoration is the broad-scale natural recovery of aquatic ecosystems and involves resource support, coordination and analysis and planning/design activities aimed at maintaining or improving habitat conditions.  Active restoration involves active intervention (implementation of project activities) specifically designed to influence recovery.  The Strategy relies on an increased diverse and close working network of internal and external partnerships.
Under this strategy, the Puget Sound Basin rated high for ecological priority for restoration.  The Olympic National Forest selected the South Fork Skokomish watershed as the priority watershed within the Puget Sound to focus restoration work.  This decision was based in part on its ranking in the ONF Strategic Plan and partnership involve in recovery efforts via the Skokomish Watershed Action Team.  

Olympic National Forest restoration activities within the South Fork Skokomish resound well with the purpose of the Region 6 Strategy.  Implementation of the Northwest Forest Plan is key to both ongoing passive and active restoration efforts.  In addition, Forest aquatic specialists are actively engaged in coordination, analysis, planning, design and monitoring of projects that promote watershed recovery.
2001 Clean Water Act Memorandum of Agreement

The 2001 U.S. Forest Service Region 6 and Washington Department of Ecology (DOE) Clean Water Act Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), is an agreement intent on meeting responsibilities under Federal and State Water Quality Laws.  The MOA is aimed at improving water quality throughout the state and recognizes roads as the most significant contributor to water quality degradation within managed forests.
Work identified in this aquatic restoration plan meets the intent of implementation of the Clean Water Act.  It emphasizes treatments that remedy of watershed conditions that pose a risk to aquatic resources, including water quality, riparian conditions and beneficial uses such as threatened and endangered fish species.

Westside Forest Water Quality Improvement Project (TMDL)
The TMDL process was established by Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act (CWA). Federal law requires states to identify sources of pollution in waters that fail to meet state water quality standards, and to develop Water Quality Improvement Reports to address those pollutants. The TMDL establishes limits on pollutants that can be discharged to the water body and still allow state standards to be met.

The Region 6 Forest Service is currently working with Region 10 Environmental Protection Agency and Washington Department of Ecology in development of the Westside Forest Temperature Water Quality Improvement Project or Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL).  The assessment area will cover National Forest System lands on the Gifford Pinchot, Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie and Olympic forests, and will therefore include the South Fork Skokomish watershed.  The Westside Forest TMDL will address two water bodies listed as degraded on the Clean Water Act 2004 303(d) list for temperature within the South Fork Skokomish watershed.
Salmon Recovery Plans

Development of draft recovery plans is currently underway for three fish species federally listed threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), Bull Trout (Salvelinus confluentus), Puget Sound Chinook (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha), and Hood Canal Summer Chum (Oncorhynchus keta) that exist in the South Fork Skokomish watershed.  Development of draft recovery plans is currently underway for Puget Sound Chinook and Hood Canal Summer Chum within the Skokomish basin.  In 2004, a draft recovery plan for Bull Trout (Salvelinus confluentus) was developed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service with assistance of recovery teams, State, Federal, and Tribal agencies and others for the Olympic Peninsula Management Unit (OPMU).  Olympic National Forest fish biologists and geneticist were members of the recovery team for the OPMU.  The draft Bull Trout recovery plan delineates necessary actions to recover and/or protect the species.  The Skokomish is identified as one of six core areas within the management unit.  There are two local populations identified within this core area:  the North Fork Skokomish River local population and the South Fork Skokomish local population.  In addition, Brown Creek has been identified as a potential local population.  The OPMU team developed specific recovery actions to remove the threats to bull trout.  The recovery priorities presented in this aquatic restoration plan for NFS lands within the South Fork Skokomish watershed overlay well with those outlined in the Bull Trout recovery plan.
Shared Strategy for Puget Sound

The Shared Strategy for Puget Sound, initiated in 1999, is a collaborative effort to restore and protect salmon runs across the Puget Sound.  The Shared Strategy coordinates with existing recovery efforts and works with federal, Tribal, state and local governments, business and conservation groups.  Fifteen watersheds are participating in the Shared Strategy to identify actions to recover salmon and obtain the commitments needed to achieve them.  Information about the Shared Strategy can be found at the following Internet website:  http://www.sharedsalmonstrategy.org/
The details for implementation of the Shared Strategy are still under development.  However, restoration on NFS lands such as road decommissioning, road drainage and stabilization, and in-stream large wood projects have been identified as priority types of work within various Puget Sound watersheds, including the South Fork Skokomish.

Puget Sound Partnership

In 2005, Governor Gregoire called upon business, government, tribal, scientific and community leaders to form the Puget Sound Partnership.  The governor directed the Partnership to develop an ambitious, coordinated, long-term strategy for cleaning up and protecting the Puget Sound.  Refer to the following Internet website for Information regarding the Partnership:  http://www.pugetsoundpartnership.org/
As with the Shared Strategy, stratification of priority work and implementation details is not yet defined for the Puget Sound Partnership.  However, recovery needs identified for protection and recovery of aquatic resources under this Aquatic Restoration Plan fit the overall intent of the Partnership mission.
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Skokomish Watershed Action Team
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Team Participants
Skokomish Watershed Action Team

Mission Statement

The Skokomish Watershed Action Team will work towards common ecological and economic goals in the Skokomish River watershed through collaborative basin restoration projects.

Principles and Goals

· The group will recognize and support projects throughout the basin.

· We will concentrate our action on Forest Service lands above the floodplain while ensuring collaboration throughout the basin.

· Forest Service employees participate in the group in an ex-officio, informational role.

· The group recognizes and respects the sovereign rights of the Skokomish Tribe.

· The group further recognizes and respects the land management rights and responsibilities of the US Forest Service and other basin landowners; our job is to work within tribal sovereignty and other landowner responsibilities to accomplish common goals.

· We will work to enhance the economic and environmental sustainability of the Skokomish watershed recognizing best available science, technology, community values and other means as appropriate.

· The group will seek, coordinate and disseminate information about ongoing restorations projects in the basin.

· The group will examine all appropriate funding mechanisms to accomplish restoration projects.

· We will maintain a broad perspective as to how Skokomish basin projects affect Hood Canal and the Olympic Peninsula, and vice-versa.

· The group will be inclusive of all interested parties; we will identify common ground, using a consensus-based process.
· The group at all times will respect individuals and the interests they represent.  No interest group will be penalized if they don’t agree on any given decision; no one interest group may veto a project.

· The collaborative group will work with the US Forest Service and other landowners to identify, review, fund and accomplish appropriate restoration projects.
· The group will work with basin landowners to identify appropriate monitoring methods and funding.

Skokomish Watershed Action Team Participant List

(* indicates Steering Committee Members)

Participants:

Commissioner Jayni Kamin, Mason County

* Emmett Dobey, Mason County

Rick Hirschberg, Mason County Public Works

Charles Toal, Washington Department of Ecology

Chris Hempleton, Washington Department of Ecology

Sara Crumb, Congressman Norm Dicks

* Jack Turner, Skokomish Tribe 

Marty Ereth, Skokomish Tribe

Keith Dublanica, Skokomish Tribe

Lief Horwitz, United States Geological Survey

* Rich Geiger, Mason Conservation District

* Shannon Kirby, Mason Conservation District 

John Bolender, Mason Conservation District

* Patti Case, Green Diamond Resource Group

Keith Simmons, Green Diamond Resource Group

* Bob Dick, American Forest Resource Council

* Bonnie Phillips, Olympic Forest Coalition

Kevin Geraghty, Olympic Forest Coalition

Brent Davis, Ecotrust 

Derek Churchill, Conservation Northwest

Michael Marsh, Washington Native Plant Society

Jim Davis, Olympic Coast Alliance

Marissa Cacciari-Roy, Olympic Coast Alliance

* Richard Brocksmith, Hood Canal Coordinating Council 

Wayne Marion, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

Joe La Tourrette, Pacific Coast Joint Venture

* Mike Anderson, The Wilderness Society

Michelle Ackermann, The Wilderness Society

Jennifer Stephens, The Wilderness Society

Cynthia Wilkerson, The Wilderness Society

Neil Werner, Hood Canal Salmon Enhancement Group

Lee Boad, Hood Canal Salmon Enhancement Group

Dusty Watz, JX Construction, LLC

Shelley Spalding, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Ryan Dicks, Cascade Land Conservancy

Joe Samatero, Cascade Land Conservancy

Mark Wicke, Tacoma Power

Debbie Young, Tacoma Power

Ex-Officio Participants:

Robin Stoddard, Olympic National Forest, U.S. Forest Service

Kathy O’Halloran, Olympic National Forest, U.S. Forest Service

Dean Yoshina, Hood Canal Ranger District, U.S. Forest Service

Allen Gibbs, Pacific Northwest Region, U.S. Forest Service
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