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DRAFT 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

 
Between 

 
Beatons Lake Riparian Association 

Bergland Township 
Chicagon Lake Association 

Cisco Chain Riparian Owners Association 
Duck Lake Nuisance Aquatics Fund 

Friends Of Ice Lake (FOIL) 
Friends of Sylvania 

Gogebic Conservation District 
Gogebic County Forestry And Parks Commission 

Golden Lake Association 
Hagerman Lake Property Owners Association 

Invasive Species Control Coalition of Watersmeet (ISCCW) 
Iron County Conservation District 
Iron Lake Property Owners Assn 

Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Lake Gogebic Improvement Association 

Lake Gogebic State Park 
Lake Mary Association 

Langford Lake Riparian Owners Association 
Long Lake Property Owners Association 

Maplewood Timberlands Assn. 
Michigan DNRE 

Michigan Trails and Recreation Alliance of Land and the Environment (Mi-TRALE) 
US Forest Service, Ottawa National Forest 

Perch Lake Owners Association 
Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park 

Runkle Lake Association 
Sunset Lake Association 
Swan Lake Association 

USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Wintergreen Farm 

  
(hereinafter referred to as Interested Parties) 

 
 
ARTICLE 1 - BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES  
  
The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to establish the Western 
Peninsula Invasives Coalition (WePIC), a new Cooperative Weed Management Area for the 
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western Upper Peninsula of Michigan.  The overall objective of WePIC is to prevent, contain, 
and control non-native invasive species.  Our area of interest is Gogebic County, Iron County, 
Ontonagon County, and the Ottawa National Forest, in Michigan (Figure 1, approximately 
2,612,664 acres).   
 
This MOU will encourage and formalize the cooperative relationship necessary for effective 
management, coordination and implementation of non-native invasive species programs among 
the above mentioned Interested Parties.    
  
Signatories of this MOU are considered "Interested Parties" of WePIC.  Various organizations or 
individuals may, at any time, choose to participate informally with WePIC.  These cooperators or 
“informal members” will be required to sign a signatory page stating that they will voluntarily 
participate under the applicable guidelines (or applicable articles) in this MOU.   The WePIC 
Board is made up of both the Interested Parties and the informal members.  
 

 
Figure 1.  Area covered by WePIC, in green. 

  
Invasive, non-native species are recognized as a widespread and increasing problem in the Upper 
Peninsula, with serious and detrimental effects occurring on public and private lands and waters.  
Invasive, non-native plant species are displacing native plant communities throughout our area.    
  
ARTICLE 2 - LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY  
 
For the US Forest Service, direction for Memorandum of Understandings may be found in the 
Forest Service Handbook 1509.11 (Grants, Cooperative Agreements, And Other Agreements 
Handbook), Chapter 60.  There are no specific legal authorities that dictate the contents or 
circumstances for using Memorandum of Understandings (MOUs).  However, the underlying 
activities covered by an MOU must be authorized by laws or regulations governing Forest 
Service programs.  Applicable laws that direct USFS non-native invasive species work include 

http://www.fs.fed.us/im/directives/fsh/1509.11/1509.11_60.doc�
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the Federal Noxious Weed Act of 1974, the Wyden Amendment (Public Law 105-277, Section 
323 as amended by Public Law 109-54, Section 434), and Executive Order 13112 of 1999 
(Invasive Species). 
  
For the Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, the legal authority for entering into 
this agreement is Article IV, Section 1 (a) of the Constitution of the  Lac Vieux Desert Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa Indians. 
  
This MOU creates no right, benefit, or trust responsibility, substantive or procedural, enforceable 
at law or equity.  The parties shall manage their respective resources and activities in a separate, 
coordinated, and mutually beneficial manner to meet the purposes(s) of this MOU.  Nothing in 
this MOU authorizes any of the parties to obligate or transfer funds.  Specific projects or 
activities that involve the transfer of funds, services, or property among the parties require 
execution of separate agreements and are contingent upon the availability of appropriated funds.  
These activities must be independently authorized by statute.  This MOU does not provide that 
authority.  Negotiation, execution, and administration of these agreements must comply with all 
applicable law.  Each party operates under its own laws, regulations, and policies, subject to the 
availability of appropriated funds.  Nothing in this MOU is intended to alter, limit, or expand the 
agencies’ statutory and regulatory authority. 
 
ARTICLE 3 - STATEMENT OF WORK  
  
It is the intent of this MOU to enhance the success of a coordinated invasive species program by 
performing these efforts on all lands and waters, so as to limit the spread of invasive species.  
The intent of this MOU is also to enhance the potential for success in our area by encouraging 
sharing of resources, information, expertise, and effort on a willing and cooperative basis on both 
public and private lands and waters.  This MOU is not intended to establish legal authorities or 
mandates where they do not currently exist.  
  
The undersigned parties mutually agree to the following:  

a. Share information among the Interested Parties and provide assistance and expertise 
regarding invasive species management (e.g. control methods, introduction prevention 
measures, restoration tools, standardized data collection, etc.) activities on their lands and 
waters.  

b. Assist in mapping current infestations and advising WePIC of new infestations. 

c. Provide opportunities to outside interest groups, private landowners, and the public for 
involvement in carrying out invasive species management planning on lands and waters 
within the WePIC area.   

d. A treasurer will be appointed by the Steering Committee and will serve as the fund 
manager of all funds received by WePIC.  The US Forest Service will prepare a separate 
Participating Agreement with the treasurer to allow the exchange of funds.  

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/weeds/downloads/sec2814.pdf�
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/wyden/index.shtml�
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=1999_register&docid=99-3184-filed.pdf�
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e. Meet at least once annually to review and coordinate invasive species management 
activities.  Strategies and priorities will be established based on the non-native invader 
species and their potential for further spread and subsequent damage.  An annual 
operating plan will identify activities and responsible parties and will contain the 
financial plan for the year.  Until and unless a member approves the annual operating 
plan in writing, it shall not incur any responsibility or financial liability for the planned 
activities performed.   

f. Annual operating plans will utilize integrated pest management principles to 
coordinate priorities and actions for preventing, eradicating, containing, and controlling 
non-native invasive species.  Integrated control measures may include prevention 
measures, education, awareness programs, mechanical methods, biological controls, plant 
competition, fire, and herbicides.  Insure management of invasive species will incorporate 
effective and safe control measures.   

g. As appropriate, allow for the exchange of personnel, equipment, supplies, and/or  crews 
throughout the WePIC area.  Any exchanges must be approved and coordinated by the 
parties involved via the annual operating plan and supplemental agency documentation as 
necessary.  Individual party participants may elect to retain any portion of their own 
personnel, equipment, supplies, and contract crews within their jurisdiction.   

h. Review this MOU and make revisions and updates as necessary to meet the purpose of 
this agreement.  Amendments shall become effective upon approval by all Interested 
Parties.  

i. This MOU in no way restricts any of the Interested Parties from participating in similar 
activities with other public or private agencies, organizations, or individuals.  

  
ARTICLE 4 - TERM OF AGREEMENT  
  
This MOU will become effective upon signature of each of the Interested Parties and fully 
effective upon the first date shown.  It expires five years from the effective date at which time it 
will be subject to review, renewal, or expiration.  If the Interested Parties mutually agree to 
continue cooperation, a new agreement shall be executed.    
  
ARTICLE 5 -MODIFICATION AND TERMINATION  
  
Modifications within the scope of this MOU shall be made by the issuance of a unanimously 
approved modification prior to any changes being performed.  Any Interested Party may 
withdraw from this agreement at any time before the date of expiration by providing 30 days 
written notice to all signatories.      
  
ARTICLE 6 - ADDITIONAL PARTIES TO THE MOU  
  
Additional parties may, and are encouraged to, be added to the MOU at anytime.  All signatories 
will be notified of any additional party and will be given 30 days after the notification to 
determine if there is a conflict of interest.  If a conflict of interest is identified the signatory may 
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choose to withdraw from the MOU.  If the signatory does not choose to withdraw, then the 
additional party with the conflict of interest may not be added to the MOU.  
  
ARTICLE 7 - REPORTS AND/OR OTHER DELIVERABLES   
  
There are no reports and/or other deliverables associated with this MOU.  
  
ARTICLE 8 - PROPERTY UTILIZATION   
  
There is no property utilized in association with this MOU.  
  
ARTICLE 9 - STANDARD CLAUSES  
  

a. Non-Liability: Forest Service does not assume liability for any third party claims for 
damages arising out of this instrument.  

b. Notices: Any communications affecting the operations covered by this agreement given 
by the Forest Service or the Interested Parties is sufficient only if in writing and delivered 
in person, mailed, or transmitted electronically by e-mail or fax, as follows:  

o To the Forest Service Program Manager, at the address specified in the MOU.  
o To Interested Parties, at the respective Interested Parties’ address shown in the 

MOU or such other address designated within the MOU.  
o Notices are effective when delivered in accordance with this provision, or on the 

effective date of the notice, whichever is later.  
c. Participation in Similar Activities: This MOU in no way restricts the Forest Service or the 

Interested Party(s) from participating in similar activities with other public or private 
agencies, organizations, and individuals. 

d. Endorsement: Any Cooperator contributions made under this agreement do not by direct 
reference or implication convey Forest Service endorsement of the Cooperator's products 
or activities. 

e. Members of U.S. Congress: Pursuant to 41 U.S.C. 22, no U.S. member of, or U.S. 
delegate to, Congress shall be admitted to any share or part of this instrument, or benefits 
that may arise therefrom, either directly or indirectly. 

f. Freedom of Information Act (FOIA): Public access to grant or agreement records must 
not be limited, except when such records must be kept confidential and would have been 
excepted from disclosure pursuant to Freedom of Information regulations (5 U.S.C. 552). 

g. Text Messaging While Driving: In accordance with Executive Order (EO) 13513, 
“Federal Leadership on Reducing Text Messaging While Driving,” and any and all text 
messaging by Federal employees is banned: a) while driving a Government owned 
vehicle (GOV) or driving a privately owned vehicle (POV) while on official Government 
business; or b) using any electronic equipment supplied by the Government when driving 
any vehicle at any time.  All interested parties, their employees, volunteers, and 
contractors are encouraged to adopt and enforce policies that ban text messaging when 
driving company owned, leased or rented vehicles or GOVs when driving while on 
official Government business or when performing any work for or on behalf of the 
Government.  
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h. Debarment and Suspension: The Interested Parties shall immediately inform the Forest 
Service if they or any of their principals are presently excluded, debarred, or suspended 
from entering into covered transactions with the Federal Government according to the 
terms of 2 CFR Part 180.  Additionally, should the Interested Parties or any of their 
principals receive a transmittal letter or other official Federal notice of debarment or 
suspension, then they shall notify the Forest Service without undue delay.  This applies 
whether the exclusion, debarment, or suspension is voluntary or involuntary. 

i. Indian Preference:  Tribal government parties to this MOU, including inter-tribal 
agencies, will apply Indian preference consistent with each agency’s policies and the 
federal Indian Self Determination & Education Assistance Act. 

j. Promotions:  None of the Interested Parties will publicize or otherwise circulate 
promotional material that states or implies an endorsement of a product, service, or 
position which the other Parties represent. 

 
Publications of Results and Studies:  None of the Interested Parties will unilaterally publish a 
joint publication without consulting the other Parties.  This restriction does not apply to popular 
publication of previously published technical matter. Publication pursuant to this MOU may be 
produced independently or in collaboration with others.  However, in all cases, proper credit will 
be given to the efforts of those Parties contributing to the publication.  In the event no agreement 
is reached concerning the manner of publication or interpretation of results, either Party may 
publish data after due notice and submission of the proposed manuscripts to the other Parties.  In 
such instances, the Parties publishing the data will give due credit to the cooperation but assume 
full responsibility for any statements on which there is a difference of opinion.  
 

k. Indemnification: Each party shall be responsible for its own acts and the results thereof, 
and shall not be responsible for the acts of the other party and the results thereof. Each 
party, therefore, agrees that, with respect to the other parties, it will assume all risk and 
liability to itself, its agents or employees, for any injury to persons or property resulting 
in any manner from the conduct of its own operations, and the operation of its agents or 
employees under this contract, for any loss, cost, damage, or expense resulting at any 
time from any and all causes due to any act or acts, negligence, or by the failure to 
exercise proper precautions, of or by itself or its own agents or its own employees, while 
occupying or visiting the premises under and pursuant to this contract. Nothing in this 
agreement shall be interpreted to authorize or obligate any party or any employee of such 
party to operate outside the scope of employment of such employee, and no party shall be 
required to indemnify another party.   

l. This Memorandum of Understanding is not a legally binding agreement and creates no 
legally binding obligations for any party. However, it does express the intent of the 
parties regarding the work they will undertake for this collaboration and their 
representative roles in the collaboration. 

 
ARTICLE 10 - KEY OFFICIALS AND SIGNATURES  
  
A separate sheet will be included for each of the Interested Parties designating the key official to 
this MOU and the signature of the person authorized to enter into this agreement.    
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
  
Between  
  
Beatons Lake Riparian Association 
Bergland Township 
Chicagon Lake Association 
Cisco Chain Riparian Owners Association 
Duck Lake Nuisance Aquatics Fund 
Friends Of Ice Lake (FOIL) 
Friends of Sylvania 
Gogebic Conservation District 
Gogebic County Forestry And Parks 
Commission 
Golden Lake Association 
Hagerman Lake Property Owners 
Association 
Invasive Species Control Coalition of 
Watersmeet (ISCCW) 
Iron County Conservation District 
Iron Lake Property Owners Assn 
Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa 

Lake Gogebic Improvement Association 
Lake Gogebic State Park 
Lake Mary Association 
Langford Lake Riparian Owners Association 
Long Lake Property Owners Association 
Maplewood Timberlands Assn. 
Michigan DNRE 
Michigan Trails and Recreation Alliance of 
Land and the Enviornment (Mi-TRALE) 
US Forest Service, Ottawa National Forest 
Perch Lake Owners Association 
Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park 
Runkle Lake Association 
Sunset Lake Association 
Swan Lake Association 
USDA – Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 
Wintergreen Farm 

  
 
 
10.  KEY OFFICIALS AND SIGNATURES (continued)  
  
Signatory for ...  
  
 
 _______________  
typed name and title           Date  
  
  
  
Key Official:  
 
Name: 
Title:  
Address:   
Phone:  
FAX:   
email:  
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