
 
R2 Individual Species Recommendations 

 
TAXON Scientific Name Common Name 
PD Penstemon mensarum 

 
Tiger Beardtongue 

 
FWS FS BLM 
   
 
Grank CO S Rank WY S Rank SD S Rank NE S Rank KS S Rank 
G3 N3 S3     
 
 CO Status WY Status SD Status NE Status KS Status 
      
 
IUCN PIF – Area Importance PIF – Population Trend  
    
 
FS Experts assigned Species Evaluation Non-NFS Experts assigned Species Evaluations 
 
 

Janice P. McKee, botanist contractor 

 
Sensitive Species Recommendation                (Please check 1 box below) 
 
 R2 Sensitive Species (SS) X Not R2 SS, but should be considered for other Emphasis Species 

Lists 
 
 Not R2 SS and Not of Concern Now  Insufficient Information Available to make a 

recommendation 
 
Recommendation Rationale 
This species is a local endemic, restricted to four counties in Colorado, where it occurs 
primarily on or near NFS lands.  As such, its persistence will depend largely on the 
management of its habitat on NFS lands.  However, there is no current evidence of a 
current or projected downward trend, or imminent threat to the species on NFS lands.  
Though relative rare (S3), counts during recent surveys (e.g., by Peggy Lyon in Delta 
County in 1997*) indicate that individual occurrences have numbers ranging from a few 
to thousands of plants (the author of our plant evaluation may not have had access to all 
the information from CNHP).  The species seems to occur often along road cuts, where it 
may be impacted by maintenance; but the fact that it establishes there seems to indicate 
some level of tolerance of disturbance or characteristics of an early seral species.  
Population trend data are apparently not available, but recent surveys do not seem to 
imply that there has been a downward trend.  The species occurs in a wide range of 
habitats, ranging from dry disturbed hillsides, roadcuts, and oak scrub, to subalpine 
meadows, aspen, and streamside gravels near cottonwoods.  There does not appear to be a 
viability concern at the regional level, but the species may be of concern on a local basis. 
     * Colorado Natural Heritage Program Database Report and GIS Coverage, in fulfillment of 2002 data sharing agreement.  
September 2002 data distribution. 
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