Travel Management 

Quick Links

MVUM Overview 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/mbs/projects/travel-management/projects/evans-creek/index.shtml" 
National Travel Management Rule of 2005 (links to http://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/ohv/index.shtml)
Motor Vehicle Use Map Questions and Answers 

Each National Forest is issuing a Motor Vehicle Use Map, or MVUM. The MVUM shows roads, trails and areas open to motorized use, and is a requirement of the Travel Management Rule (Federal Register Vol. 70. No 216, 2005) that went into effect in 2005.

What is the legal authority for the MVUM?
A MVUM is required by federal regulation (36 CFR 212). This is called the Forests Service’s Travel Management Rule.
What is the relationship between the Travel Management Rule and the MVUM?
The Travel Management Rule came about as the result of a confusing, and sometimes conflicting, set of road and trail closures across the National Forests. The MVUM will provide for a single, uniform method of regulating motor vehicle use across the National Forest System.

The Travel Management Rule requires each National Forest to issue an MVUM displaying the roads, trails, and areas designated as “open” for motor vehicle use.

Does this include snowmobile use?
No. The MVUM does not display snowmobile designations on the Gifford Pinchot National Forest.  Snowmobile use will continue to be regulated through existing management direction, including site-specific regulations and signs. 
Does this affect non-motorized uses?
No. The MVUM does not display designations for non-motorized uses such as mountain biking, horseback riding, and hiking.  As with snowmobile use, those uses will be regulated through separate processes.
Why does the MVUM apply only to wheeled motor vehicles and not other Forest users and snowmobiles?
Nationally, unregulated use of motor vehicles on the National Forests has resulted in a proliferation of user-created routes that were not planned, evaluated, or managed by the Forest Service. Environmental damage has been widespread as a result. Although localized damage has been documented from other types of uses, the impact of these uses is not widespread.

What is the motorized user’s responsibility?
Motorized users of the National Forest must comply with motorized use regulations shown on the MVUM, as well as other federal, state, and local laws and regulations. Compliance with these rules is the responsibility of the user. If you drive a highway legal vehicle on Forest roads (such as a sedan, truck, or dual sport), ride an Off-Highway Vehicle on Forest trails (such as a quad or motorcycle), or camp in undeveloped campsites, the regulations associated with the MVUM apply to you.  
How will the MVUM affect my use of the Gifford Pinchot National Forest?
The main change will be shifting enforcement of regulations from a field-based signing system on roads and trails to the map-based system.  Instead of being informed by signs as to where you may or may not drive, you will now refer to your MVUM for this information.  
It is your responsibility to know the rules displayed on the MVUM and to operate your motor vehicle in accordance with them.  The MVUM represents a valid tool for Forest Service Law Enforcement to use to protect Forest resources.  If you violate these rules and cause damage to resources, you will be cited. 
Can I still drive to my favorite dispersed campsite on the Forest? 
The MVUM displays regulations associated with driving to dispersed campsites (campsites located  outside of a designated campground).  Within 150 feet of many road segments identified on the MVUM, you may drive your highway legal motor vehicle off of the designated system to reach your chosen campsite.  These corridors are identified on the MVUM by a unique symbol.  A table located on the front or back of the MVUM highlights areas where this camping corridor does not apply.  
In order to prevent damage to natural resources and comply with all appropriate regulations, visitors driving within these zones should drive only on existing routes.  An existing route has an established history of passenger vehicle use (as indicated by a road-bed width of greater than 50 inches), the predominance of compacted soil, and minimal vegetation growing in the travel way.  New resource impacts (indicated by single or double tracks through vegetation) are not considered existing routes.  This definition also applies to the parking area surrounding a campsite.  
Will the MVUM show temporary or unauthorized routes?
No. Temporary or unauthorized routes are not designated as open to motor vehicles on the MVUM.

How will the Forest open or close roads, trails, and areas to motor vehicle use after the MVUM is published?
The Forest will continue conducting Access and Travel Management (ATM) planning, typically on a sub-watershed basis. Any changes in public access to the transportation system will be integrated into future updates of the MVUM.
Will the MVUM be updated?
A requirement of the Travel Management Rule is that the MVUM be updated annually. Any changes made as a result of Access and Travel Management plans during the year will be updated on the next MVUM.  

Will the MVUM replace the Forest Recreation Map / District Maps / traditional visitor maps?
No.  The MVUM is designed to display regulations regarding motor vehicle use.  As such, it does not have many of the features used for navigation purposes.  The MVUM should be used in combination with other visitor maps.  

How much will the MVUM cost, and where can I get one?
The Motor Vehicle Use Map will be free at all Forest Service offices and available on the Gifford Pinchot National Forest Web site.

