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Bird Watching Opportunities on the National Forest

A recent article in the US National Forest Campground Guide (www.forestcamping.com) has listed the
Klamath National Forest as one of the nation’s premier places for bird watching.

The Klamath-Siskiyou bioregion is noted for having a diversity of geology and vegetation. It is an area
of overlap of the Cascade, Sierra Nevada, and coast ranges and has plant communities representing each of these
zones. This contributes to the wide range of bird species that occur here. Any season of the year is good for
bird watching in our valleys and mountains. We are now approaching spring and early summer when many
long distant migrant species are showing up from points south to breed in Siskiyou County. This is the time of
year when warblers, osprey and turkey vultures make their long journeys to spend the summer months in the
various habitats of the Klamath Mountains.

There are many bird watching opportunities on the National Forest, wildlife areas, local parks and even
backyards. This is a very enjoyable and inexpensive activity for curious people of all ages. Birdwatching skills
could be developed with a simple walk along a creek or trail. All that is needed is a pair of binoculars and a bird
identification book (which are available locally), and a sense of wonder. For more information please contact
your local Forest Service office.

In celebration of International Migratory Bird Day, the Klamath National Forest will be sponsoring a
bird watching field trip on Saturday, May 7" at the Shasta Valley Wildlife Area, located approximately 3 miles
East of Montague, at 1724 Ball Mountain Road. This event is open to everyone and will be a day of bird
watching led by local biologists and bird experts. For more information contact Sam Cuenca at 530-468-5351.
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