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Increasingly, science is discovering that 
native pollinators play a surprisingly 
critical role in ecosystem health.  In a 
sweeping partnership that spans all 15 
national forests of Region 9, the Eastern 
Region Pollinator Program has come up 
with some innovative ways to conserve 
these important species.  In addition 
to creating native plant and pollinator 
gardens, the program makes ecological 
restoration a vehicle for engaging and 
educating the public, particularly the 
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and pollinator gardens have been plant-
ed, demonstrating sustainable landscap-
ing that is used in interpretive and edu-
cational public programming.  In close 
proximity to communities, these native 
gardens attract not only pollinators, 
but also the public through interpretive 
programming, participation opportunities 
for citizen scientists, and education of 
school children.  The gardens illustrate 
that the needs of many of native but-
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plots of land.  Further, they show that 
these beautiful native landscapes can 
replace areas typically landscaped with 
non-native invasive species or plants 
of no use to our pollinators, such as 
traditional lawns. 

Improving native habitats is another 
focus of the program with activities to 
propagate native plants and to harvest 
their seeds.  This genetic stock is then 
added to national forest seed mixes 
which are used within the Forests and 
with outside partners.  This has resulted 
in the propagation of many varieties of 
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tion capabilities in the Eastern Region 
have also allowed the Forest Service to 
reintroduce several native plant species 
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needs during all or a part or all of their 
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national forests have been conducted, 
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created.

The citizen science is a vital link con-
necting conservation programs with 
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are more data on and understanding of 
species, threats, and habitat needs of 
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monarch.  One example of this success 
is the Zaagkii Wings and Seeds Project, 
a partnership between the Eastern 
Region, the Keweenaw Bay Indian Com-
munity, and the Cedar Tree Institute.  
This project connects Native American 
and at-risk youth with conservation 
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to native plants, ethnobotany, and the 
Ojibwa culture.

The time is ripe for focusing on pollina-
tors and the components of the Eastern 
Region Pollinator Program tier together 
���!����	����$������������!�����	�%
level conservation project.  Collectively, 
it unites the staff of 15 National Forests 
	�������&�����	��'!����������������	��
100 external volunteers and partner 
organizations.
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Award Winners

from the US Forest Service
(� Region 9
(� Allegheny National Forest
(� Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest
(� Chippewa National Forest
(� Green Mountain and Finger Lakes National Forests
(� Hiawatha National Forest
(� Hoosier National Forest
(� Huron Manistee National Forest
(� Mark Twain National Forest
(� Midewin Tallgrass Prairie
(� Monongahela National Forest
(� Ottawa National Forest
(� Shawnee National Forest
(� Superior National Forest
(� Wayne National Forest
(� White Mountain National Forest

and also
(� Zaagki Wings and Seeds
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from Region 9
(� !���������&�����	��'!���)

1. Jan Schultz
2. Terry Gallagher
3. Becky Ewing
4. Colleen Grundy
5. Nick Schmal
6. Bill Bartush

(� Larry Stritch, US Forest Service
(� Brian Russart, Milwaukee Co. Parks/University of 

WI - Extension
(� Mary McQuiggin, Milwaukee Co. 
Parks
(� Molly Lundberg, Milwaukee Co. Parks

(� Hyatt Milwaukee
(� Natureserve
(� *�����+�����	��"�������+�����	����
(� Prairie Nursery

from the Allegheny National Forest

(� from the Forest:
1. April Moore
2. Alan Hillyard, former employee
3. Pam Thurston
4. Terry Steffan
5. Carol McMahon
6. Laura Drake

(� 7	����������8��������'!����
Employees

(� from the Garden Club Federation
1. Jane Schmader
2. Judy Morley
3. Pat Beall

(� Dean Spiridon,  Spiridon Native Plant Pollinator 
Garden

(� Youth Conservation Corps

from the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest

(� from the Forest:
1. Linda Parker
2. Marjory Brzeskiewicz
3. Matt Bushman
4. Steve Spickerman
5. Kathy Moe
6. Matt Bushman
7. Wendy Stein
8. Ann Hoefferle
9. Cindy Banh
10. Melissa Simpson
11. Nicole Shutt
12. Steve Janke

(� Susan Nelson, Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center
(� Amy Wolf, University of Wisconsin-Green Bay
(� David Bratley, volunteer
(� Contractors:

1. Dorothy Semple
2. Pat Goggin
3. Quan Banh
4. Dale Soltis

from the Chippewa National Forest
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(� from the Forest:
1. Tom Heutte
2. Mary Nordeen
3. Nancy Salminen
4. Kelly Barrett

(� Dallas Hudson, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service

(� Tim Drake, Natural Resource Group
(� Keith Lane, Natural Resource Group 
(� Susan Kedzie, Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, Division 

of Resource Management

from the Green Mountain & Finger Lakes National 
Forests

(� from the Forests:
1. Mary Beth Deller
2. Marlys Eddy
3. Melissa Green
4. Gudrun Keszocze
5. Aaron Marcus
6. Kate Walker  

(� Vermont Youth Conservation Corps

from the Hiawatha National Forest

(� from the Forest:
1. Deb Le Blanc
2. Luke Langstaff
3. Dan McConnell
4. Morty Harwood
5. Janet Ekstrum
6. Dottie Alderton
7. Youth Conservation Corps
8. Mark Jaunzems, former employee
9. Sara Heubner, retired

(� Hiawatha National Forest Greenhouse & Native 
Plant Program Volunteers
1. Sue and Ken Rabitaille
2. Angie Lucas
3. Robert Neely
4. Linda Rehorst
5. Ray and Betsie Bush
6. Beverly Braden
7. Robert Kahl
8. Morty and Cindy Harwood
9. Tracy Hamilton
10. Joanne Sved
11. Ruth Ball
12. Donna Oliver
13. Linda Thomasma

14. Kelly Mitchell
15. Gary and Norma Zeiman
16. Bob Dossetto
17. Karla Shandonay
18. Jonathan Kane

(� Anne Avery, Huron Manistee National Forest 
(� Mark Twery, Northern Research Station   
(� from the US Fish and Wildlife Service:

1. Bob Kahl
2. >�����������!����%8�����	

(� Sue Rabitaille, Borealis Seed Co.
(� WildOnes of Delta Co. MI. 
(� Grand Island Association:

1. Kathie Carlson and family
2. Sue Orlet
3. Ginny Jossi
4. Char Erickson and family

(� Carl Lindquist, Superior Watershed Partnership 
(� Joan Vinette, MSU Extension Life of Lake Supe-

rior
(� Deb Fulcher, Alger Parks and Recreation – Day 

Kamp
(� Jim Lindquist, Grand Island Ferry Service 
(� Rochelle Coty, Altran
(� Jeff Crumbaugh, Grand Island Marathon
(� Hiawatha Interpretive Association 
(� Ron Sundell, Northern Michigan University
(� The Nature Conservancy. UP Chapter
(� Jon Magnuson, Cedar Tree Institute 
(� Bob and Walter Kahl, Moosewood Nature Center 
(� 7�����	��?�����@�7	�$������'!����@�X��[����-

mer Stimulus Crew 
(� Big Bay School
(� Lakeview Elementary School  - Negaunee, MI
(� Bothwell Middle School National Jr Honor Soci-

ety– Marquette, MI
(� Negaunee Key Club and Negaunee High School 

Key Club – Negaunee, MI
(� Jim Edwards, UP Children’s Museum
(� Jan Jeffcott , MSU Master Gardener
(� Monarch Joint Venture
(� Dan Perkins Construction 

from the Hoosier National Forest:

(� from the Forest
1. Kirk W. Larson
2. Steve Harris
3. Jason Isbell
4. Trey Scott
5. Stacy Duke
6. Zach Rigg

19



20

7. Melanie Arnold
8. Erin Slinkard
9. Karen Larson, voluteer
10. Mary Schoeppel
11. Chris Thornton

(� Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources, Division of Fish 
and Wildlife

(� Quail Unlimited - Patoka Hills 
Chapter

from the Huron Manistee National 

Forest

(� from the Forest:
1. Sharlene Thomas
2. Sue Carmody
3. Tarron Tomaski
4. Rich Corner
5. Greg Schmidt
6. Sandy Sokolak
7. Stephanie Blumer
8. Pat Thompson
9. Sue Kocis
10. District Staff - Mio and 

Huron Shores District
11. Pat McGhan
12. Carolyn Henne
13. Patty O’Connell
14. Barb Heidel
15. John Hojnowski
16. Heather Keough
17. Kathy Bietau
18. Dave Jaunese
19. Diane Walker
20. John Huscke
21. >�������\��!��
22. Fire Crew - Baldwin / 

White Cloud District.
(� Boy Scout Troup 541
(� Garden Clubs of Michigan
(� Michigan Botanical Club, 

Southwest Chapter 
(� Chip Taylor, Monarch Watch 

from the Mark Twain National For-
est

(� from the Forest
1. Brian Davidson 
2. Megan York Harris 
3. Lynda Mills 
4. Angelina Trombley
5. Lisa Essmyer
6. John Bramer
7. Tim Bond
8. Mike Weber
9. Doug Oliver
10. Ronnie Skiles, volunteer

(� George Gross and the Potosi 
High School Student Future 
Farmers of America, Agriculture 
Class.

from the Midewin Tallgrass Prairie

(� from the Forest
1. William Glass
2. Jennifer Durkin 
3. Allison Cisneros
4. Janine Catchpole 
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5. Raquel Garcia 
(� The Wetlands Initiative 
(� Eden Place, Fuller Park Com-

munity Development Corpora-
tion

(� The Nature Conservancy, Il-
linois Chapter.

(� El Valor Corporation
(� Midewin Alliance
(� !��������7�������"�������

7�������]^��������"�������7���-
toring Network
(� Brad Bosch
(� Victoria Crosley
(� Chris Doty
(� Ed Doty
(� Gail Ishii
(� Donna Kalebich
(� Margaret Kelly
(� Bryan Kennedy
(� Christine Mielnik
(� Michelle Pearion
(� Carrie Rock
(� Carol Smith
(� Penny Vanderhyden

from the Monongahela National 
Forest

(� from the Forest
1. Marilyn Lambert
2. Brandon Olinger 
3. Chris Rao
4. Melissa Rexrode
5. Nicole Sattler 
6. Todd Thompson 
7. Will Wilson 
8. Kevin Taylor
9. Jeff Kochenderfer 
10. Julia Showalter
11. Darrell Wright 
12. Shane Jones
13. Todd Kuntz 
14. Lauren Turner 
15. Lindsey Hayes 
16. William Dunk 
17. Cynthia Sandeno

18. Anita Kelley 
19. Linda Tracy
20. David Ede
21. Kent Karriker 
22. Eric Sandeno 
23. Ron Polgar 
24. Jennifer Boyle 
25. Clifford Hensley 
26. Brandon Harden 
27. Cheryl Tanner
28. Jay Martin 
29. Diana Stull 

(� The Nature Conservancy, West 
Virginia Chapter

(� John Schmidt, US Fish and 
Wildlife Service 

(� Frank Porter, Porterbrook Na-
tive Plants

(� Randall Lester, Natural Re-
sources Conservation Ser-
vice  Alderson Plant Materials 
Center

(� Chris Dudek,  AmeriCorps
(� Amanda Taylor, AmeriCorps  
(� Aubrey Dickerson, Appalachian 

Forest Heritage Area  
(� Wendy Campbell, VISTA  Vol-

unteer
(� Youth Conservation Corps
(� National Arbor Day Foundation
(� Elizabeth Byers, West Vir-

ginia  Department  of Natural 
Resources

(� Upper Pocahontas Community 
Cooperative

(� Master Gardeners
(� Student Conservation Associa-

tion
(� Pocahontas County Conven-

tion and Visitors Bureau

from the Ottawa National Forest

(� from the Forest:
1. Amy Amman
2. Sean Dunlap
3. Ian Shackleford

4. Susan Trull 
5. Joanne Thurber 
6. Gayle Sironen
7. David Steffensen
8. Becky Kennedy 

(� Christine Makuck, J.W. 
Toumey Nursery

(� Waltraud Brinkman, Volun-
teer, Friends of Sylvania

(� Volunteers, Friends of 
Bergland Cultural/Heritage 
Center:
1. Akiko Ellsworth
2. Phil Ellsworth
3. Jim Borseth
4. Winnie Borseth

from the Shawnee National 
Forest

(� from the Forest:
1. Melissa Simpson
2. Susan Corey
3. Sarah Calloway
4. Taylor Crabb
5. Angela Rose
6. Kyle Monroe
7. Linda Hauser
8. Doug Roark
9. Chad Deaton
10. Brenda Whitaker
11. Jake Clevenger
12. Don Coonce
13. Elizabeth Longo Shimp
14. Adam O’Connor
15. Nicholas Zaczek
16. Anthony Sparer
17. Melissa Flint
18. Jaclyn Stempien 

Paukert
19. Forest Paukert 
20. Matthew Lechner

(� Volunteers, Anna-Jo Garden 
Club:
1. Loretta Sitter
2. Dennis Sitter
3. Judy Smith
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(� Shawnee Audubon Society
(� Shawnee Group of the Sierra 

Club
(� Stephanie Brown, Shawnee 

Resource Conservation and 
Development Area, Inc.

(� Melissa Wilson, Shawnee 
Resource Conservation and 
Development Area, Inc.

(� Southern Illinois Audubon 
Society

(� Southern Illinois University 
Restoration Club

(� Barbara Will-Henn and 48 
Biology students - Vienna High 
School

from the Superior National Forest

(� from the Forest:
1. Jack Greenlee 
2. Alan Dohman 
3. Melissa Grover
4. Dave Grosshuesch
5. Susan Catton
6. Tim Catton
7. Erin Heep 
8. Todd Stefanic 
9. Dan Ryan
10. Peg Robertsen
11. Wayne Russ 

(� Robert Dana, Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources

(� Pat Sanders, Northern Cres-
cents Chapter of the North 
+�����	��"�������+�����	����

(� Marilyn Carter, Northern 
Crescents Chapter of the North 
+�����	��"�������+�����	�����

from the Wayne National Forest

(� from the Forest:
1. Cheryl Coon
2. Chad Kirschbaum

(� Tom Redfern and  Rural Action 

(� Summit Correctional Work 
Camp

(� Shelia Tacket and the 4-H Cop-
perhead

(� Teresa Huddle and the Barn 
Buster 4-H Club 

(� Heather Hardy and the Rockhill 
High School Science Club 

(� Professor Rebecca Wood and 
Hocking College students 

(� Ohio University,  Kids on Cam-
pus Program 

(� Helen Gibbins and the West 
Virginia Native Plant Society 

(� Jeff Patton and the West Vir-
ginia Native Plant Society 

(� Harold Blazier, Ohio University 
Greenhouse Manager and 
students

(� Ohio University Department of 
Plant Biology and Environmen-
tal Science (Dr. Phil Cantino, 
Dr. Glenn Matlack and volun-
teer students)

(� Ohio Extension Master Gar-
deners, Athens County  

(� Judy Dumke, Volunteer
(� Alexandra Ingram, Volunteer

from the White Mountain National 
Forest

(� Chris Mattrick, White Mountain 
National Forest 

(� Amanda Weise, White Moun-
tain National Forest

(� New England Wild Flower 
Society

(� Mountain Garden Club
(� Youth Conservation Corps

from the Zaagkii Wings and Seeds

(� Cedar Tree Institute 
(� Keweenaw Bay Indian Com-

munity

(� Northern Michigan University 
Center for Native American 
Studies

(� Marquette County Juvenile 
Court

(� T.E. Davenport  Foundation 
(� Dr. Scott Herron - Ferris State 

University.
(� Eastern Region Forest Service
(� Earthkeepers
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