
Leave No Trace Ethics 

Practice the "Leave No-
Trace" (LNT) ethic. Follow the 

LNT principles: 
I. Plan Ahead and Prepare
II. Travel and Camp on Durable

Surfaces
III. Dispose of Waste Properly
IV. Leave What You Find
V. Minimize Campfire Impacts
VI. Respect Wildlife
VII. Be Considerate of Other Visitors

CAMPING 

✓ Camp out of view from major
roads and trails, where possible.

✓ Camp at least 100 feet away from
shorelines of lakes and streams.

✓ Avoid trenching around sleeping
areas.

✓ Use camp stoves to help conserve
ground cover resources

WATER 

Streams and lakes are home 
to many microscopic organ
isms; some of them can make you 
very sick. Don't take a chance; treat 
your water or bring water from 
home ... and, of course, never clean 
fish or dishes in a stream or lake. 

Gifford Pinchot National Forest 

Fort Vancouver Visitor Center

1501 Evergreen Blvd. 

Vancouver, WA 98661 

(360) 891-5000

www.fs.usda.gov/giffordpinchot

Cowlitz Valley Ranger District 

10024 US Hwy 12 

Randle, WA 98377 

(360) 497-1100

TTY (360) 497-1101

Mt. Adams Ranger District 

2455 Hwy 141 

Trout Lake, WA 98650 

(509) 395-3400

TTY (509) 395-3422

Mount St. Helens NVM 

42218 NE Yale Bridge Rd. 

Amboy, WA 98601 

(360) 449-7800

TTY (360) 449-7802

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
prohibits discrimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national ori
gin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, 
sexual orientation, or marital or family status. 
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs. ) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternate 
means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should con
tact USDA 's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W. 
Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW. 
Washington, DC 20250-94/0 or call (202) 720-
594 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportu
nity employer 

October 2008 R6-GP-2009-02 

USDA 

United States Forest Service 
Pacific Northwest Region 

Camping Outside 
Campgrounds 

Rules for Camping in 
Dispersed Sites 

Gifford Pinchot 

National Forest 



What you need to know about 
camping outside of 
campgrounds. 

The following rules apply to 
anyone camping outside of 
developed campgrounds on the 
National Forest. Dispersed 
camping is permitted throughout 
most of the Gifford Pinchot 
National Forest. By observing 
these simple regulations your 
stay will be safe and fun. 

® Regulations: 
The following rules are 
enforceable by up to a $500 fine 
or up to 6-month imprisonment, 
or both: 

CAMPING 

® After 14 days, you are 
required to move at least 5 
miles away. 

® Locate your camping spot 
outside of fragile meadows 
and restricted areas, and 
preferably on bare or mineral 
soil. 
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® Always "PACK IT 
OUT!" (Take your garbage 
and trash with you when you 
leave) 

® Leave your campsite cleaner 
than you found it. Clean up 
and remove any trash, 
manure, hay and straw 
before leaving. 

FIRE 

PREVENTION 

® You should have a 
bucket, shovel, and 
axe available to 
control or extinguish 
escaped fire. Never leave a 
fire unattended. Do not 
burn trash in fire. 

® Use an existing fire ring 
where available. If you need 
one, build it small and in a 
safe place and not under 
overhanging branches. 

® Gather only dead and down 
wood for your campfire. 
Never cut live trees. (A 
firewood permit is required 
to remove wood from the 
Forest.) 

® Remember Smokey's 
Message: "Prevent Forest 
Fires" Be sure your fire is 
DEAD OUT before you leave 
-- drown it, turn it, stir it until 
it's cool to the touch -
including charcoal. 

HUMAN WASTE 

® If there are no toilets 
available, choose a suitable, 
screened spot at least 100 feet 
away from any stream or 
lake. Dig a small hole about 6 
inches deep 
by 8 inches in ·· 
diameter.
After use, fill 
the hole with 
soil and 
replace the 

♦i 
duff. This allows the waste to 
decompose naturally. Bury 
toilet paper in the same hole. 

® Empty built-in 
or portable 
toilets at 
sanitary dump 
stations. 


