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The Daniel Boone National Forest, 
administered by the Forest Service under 
the United States Department of Agriculture, 
manages over 707,000 acres in 21 counties of 
eastern Kentucky. These acres are intermingled 
with private land throughout the Cumberland 
Plateau region of the state. The terrain is rugged 
over most of the forest, ranging in elevation from 
620 feet along the Kentucky River to 2812 feet 
on Pine Mountain.

Within the boundaries of the Daniel Boone 
National Forest, there is a home for both the 
rare and the ordinary. Management efforts to 
promote biological diversity provide habitat for 
an array of resident and migratory bird species. 
Habitat on the forest varies from open fields to 

1
Special thanks to Brainard Palmer-Ball Jr., Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission; Roseanna Denton, Somerset Bird 
Club; Lew Kornman, Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, and Lynda Mills, Mark Twain National Forest for assistance in developing this 
bird checklist.

Supervisor’s Office
1700 Bypass Road
Winchester, KY 40391
(859) 745-3100

Cumberland Ranger District
2375 KY 801 South
Morehead, KY 40351
(606) 784-6428

Gladie Learning Center 
3451 Sky Bridge Road
Stanton, KY 40380
606-663-8100

London Ranger District
761 South Laurel Road
London, KY 40744
(606) 864-4163

Stearns Ranger District
3320 US 27 North
Whitley City, KY 42653
(606) 376-5323

Redbird Ranger District
91 Peabody Road
Big Creek, KY 40914
(606) 598-2192

old growth forests, from wetlands to large lakes. 
Daniel Boone National Forest is one of three 

areas in Kentucky designated by the American 
Bird Conservancy as being an “Important Bird 
Area.” Important Bird Areas are places that 
have concentrations of either endangered or 
declining birds, significant populations of birds 
with very small ranges, or large concentrations of 
migratory birds.   

This checklist includes bird species that 
have been documented and confirmed to occur 
on the Daniel Boone National Forest, based 
on observations by Forest Service personnel, 
ornithologists, and other birding enthusiasts. 

Bring your binoculars and come join us for a 
day of bird watching!
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Bird Watching - How to Get Started

• Start in your own backyard; learn the common 
birds first, then expand your skills.

• Binoculars and a bird field guide are useful 
tools for bird identification.

• Look for identifying features: size, color, 
marks, and patterns.

• Learn the habitats associated with particular 
bird species.

BIRD CHECKLIST

The bird list is arranged in the order established 
by the American Ornithologists’ Union. 
The following keys are provided as helpful 
information for species identification: 

Season of Occurrence
Y	 Year-round presence
S	 Summer resident; breeding bird
W	 Winter resident
T	 Transient during migration

Abundance
C	 Common; typically widespread and numerous 

in appropriate habitat
F	 Fairly common; usually seen in appropriate 

habitat
U  	Uncommon; usually present, but sometimes 

not encountered, even in appropriate habitat
R	 Rare; sparsely distributed or only occasionally 

seen
A 	 Accidental or extremely rare; seldom present, 

but reported once to several times  
X  	Extirpated

Habitat Association
0	 Primarily settled areas
1	 Large reservoirs, open water, shorelines
2	 Shallow waters, wetlands, ponds
3	 Grasslands
4	 Forest edges, overgrown fields
5	 Upland forest
6	 Woodland coves, floodplains
7	 Creeks, rivers

Some Birding Ethics

• Observe and photograph birds from a 
distance, especially during the nesting 
season.

• Protect and respect bird habitat; stay on 
existing roads and trails.

• Properly dispose of fishing line, hooks, and 
plastic six-pack rings.

• Keep cats indoors when possible, especially 
during nesting season.

Should you observe a bird species on national 
forest lands listed as rare, accidental, or 
not included on this checklist, please notify 
a biologist with the Daniel Boone National 
Forest or report your finding online at 
www.biology.eku.edu/KOS/rarebird.htm. Your 
assistance in documenting rare species is 
appreciated. 

Date:___________________________________

Time: __________________________________

Location:________________________________

Weather: _______________________________

_______________________________________

Number of Species:______________________

Observer:_______________________________

Remarks: _______________________________

_______________________________________



3

SWANS, GEESE & DUCKS	 S	 A	 H

	 Greater White-fronted Goose	 W	 A	 1/2

	 Snow Goose	 W	 R	 1/2

	 Canada Goose	 Y	 C	 0/1/2

	 Mute Swan 	 T	 A	 1/2

	 Tundra Swan	 T	 A	 1/2

	 Wood Duck	 Y	 F	 2/7

	 Gadwall	 W	 U	 2

	 American Wigeon	 T	 U	 2

	 American Black Duck	 W	 F	 2/7

	 Mallard	 Y	 C	 1/2/7

	 Blue-winged Teal	 T	 U	 2

	 Northern Shoveler	 T	 U	 2

	 Northern Pintail	 T	 U	 2/7

	 Green-winged Teal	 W	 U	 2

	 Canvasback	 W	 R	 1

	 Redhead	 W	 R	 1

	 Ring-necked Duck	 W	 U	 1/2

	 Greater Scaup	 T	 R	 1

	 Surf Scoter	 T	 A	 1

	 White-winged Scoter	 T	 A	 1

	 Black Scoter	 T	 A	 1

	 Long-tailed Duck	 W	 A	 1

	 Bufflehead	 W	 U	 1

	 Common Goldeneye	 W	 R	 1

	 Hooded Merganser	 Y	 U	 1/2

	 Common Merganser	 W	 R	 1

	 Red-breasted Merganser	 W	 U	 1

	 Ruddy Duck	 W	 U	 1

GROUSE, TURKEY & QUAIL		

	 Ruffed Grouse	 Y	 U	 4/5/6

	 Wild Turkey	 Y	 C	 0/4/5

	 Northern Bobwhite	 Y	 U	 3/4

LOONS		

	 Common Loon	 W	 U	 1

GREBES 

	 Pied-billed Grebe	 Y	 F	 1/2

	 Horned Grebe	 T	 A	 1

CORMORANTS

	 Double-crested Cormorant	 W	 U	 1/2

WADING BIRDS 

	 Great Blue Heron	 Y	 F	 1/2

	 Great Egret	 T	 U	 1/2

	 Snowy Egret	 T	 R	 1/2

	 Green Heron	 S	 F	 1/2

	 Black-crowned Night-Heron	 T	 R	 1/2

VULTURES	 S	 A	 H

	 Black Vulture	 Y	 F	 All

	 Turkey Vulture	 Y	 C	 All

OSPREY, EAGLES & HAWKS

	 Osprey	 T	 R	 1/2

	 Bald Eagle	 Y	 R	 1/7

	 Northern Harrier	 W	 U	 3

	 Sharp-shinned Hawk	 Y	 U	 All

	 Cooper’s Hawk	 Y	 U	 All

	 Red-shouldered Hawk	 Y	 F	 All

	 Broad-winged Hawk	 S	 F	 4/5

	 Red-tailed Hawk	 Y	 F	 All

	 Golden Eagle	 T	 A	 5

	 Rough-legged Hawk	 T	 R	 0/3

FALCONS

	 American Kestrel	 Y	 F	 0/3

	 Merlin	 T	 R	 0/3

	 Peregrine Falcon	 S	 A	 4/5

RAILS, GALLINULES, COOTS & CRANES

	 American Coot	 W	 U	 1/2

	 Sandhill Crane 	 T	 R	 All

SHORE AND WATER BIRDS

	 Semipalmated Plover	 T	 U	 2

	 Killdeer	 Y	 F	 0/1/2

	 American Avocet	 T	 A	 1/2

	 Greater Yellowlegs	 T	 R	 1/2

	 Lesser Yellowlegs	 T	 R	 1/2

	 Solitary Sandpiper	 T	 F	 2

	 Spotted Sandpiper	 T	 U	 1/2

	 Semipalmated Sandpiper	 T	 R	 1/2 

	 Least Sandpiper	 T	 R	 1/2

	 Short-billed Dowitcher	 T	 R	 1/2

	 Wilson’s Snipe	 W	 U	 2/3

	 American Woodcock	 Y	 U	 2/4

	 Bonaparte’s Gull	 T	 U	 1/2

	 Ring-billed Gull	 Y	 F	 1/2

	 Herring Gull	 T	 R	 1/2

DOVES

	 Rock Pigeon	 Y	 F	 0

	 Mourning Dove	 Y	 C	 0/4

CUCKOOS

	 Black-billed Cuckoo	 S	 A	 4/5

	 Yellow-billed Cuckoo	 S	 F	 4/5



OWLS	 S	 A	 H

	 Barn Owl	 Y	 A	 0/3

	 Eastern Screech-Owl	 Y	 F	 4/5/6

	 Great Horned Owl	 Y	 U	 4/5/6

	 Barred Owl	 Y	 F	 4/5/6

	 Long-eared Owl	 W	 A	 3/4

	 Short-eared Owl	 W	 A	 3

	 Northern Saw-whet Owl	 W	 A	 4/6

GOATSUCKERS

	 Common Nighthawk	 S	 U	 0

	 Chuck-will’s-widow	 S	 A	 4/5

	 Whip-poor-will	 S	 F	 4/5

SWIFTS & HUMMINGBIRDS

	 Chimney Swift	 S	 F	 0

	 Ruby-throated Hummingbird	 S	 C	 0/4/5/6

KINGFISHERS

	 Belted Kingfisher	 Y	 F	 1/2/6

WOODPECKERS

	 Red-headed Woodpecker	 Y	 U	 5

	 Red-bellied Woodpecker	 Y	 C	 0/4/5/6

	 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker	 W	 U	 4/5/6

	 Downy Woodpecker	 Y	 C	 4/5/6

	 Hairy Woodpecker	 Y	 F	 5/6

	 Red-cockaded Woodpecker	 Y	 X	 5

	 Northern Flicker	 Y	 F	 0/4/5/6

	 Pileated Woodpecker	 Y	 C	 4/5/6

PERCHING BIRDS

Flycatchers

	 Olive-sided Flycatcher	 T	 U	 2/4/5

	 Eastern Wood-Pewee	 S	 C	 4/5/6

	 Acadian Flycatcher	 S	 C	 2/4/6

	 Alder Flycatcher	 T	 R	 2/3/4

	 Willow Flycatcher	 S	 R	 2/4

	 Least Flycatcher	 T	 U	 4

	 Eastern Phoebe	 Y	 C	 0/4/5/6

	 Great Crested Flycatcher	 S	 F	 4/5

	 Eastern Kingbird	 S	 U	 0/3/4

Shrikes

	 Loggerhead Shrike	 Y	 A	 0/3

Vireos

	 White-eyed Vireo	 S	 C	 4

	 Yellow-throated Vireo	 S	 F	 5

	 Blue-headed Vireo	 S	 U	 5/6

	 Warbling Vireo	 S	 R	 0/1/2/4

	 Philadelphia Vireo	 T	 R	 4/5/6

	 Red-eyed Vireo	 S	 C	 4/5/6

Jays & Crows	 S	 A	 H

	 Blue Jay	 Y	 C	 All

	 American Crow	 Y	 C	 All

Larks

	 Horned Lark	 Y	 R	 3

Swallows

	 Purple Martin	 S	 U	 0/1/2

	 Tree Swallow	 S	 U	 1/2

	 Northern Rough-winged Swallow	 S	 F	 1/2

	 Bank Swallowa	 T	 R	 0/1/2/3

	 Barn Swallow	 S	 C	 0/1/2/3/4

	 Cliff Swallow	 S	 U	 0/1/2

Chickadees & Titmice

	 Carolina Chickadee	 Y	 C	 0/4/5/6

	 Black-capped Chickadee	 W	 A	 0/4/5/6

	 Tufted Titmouse	 Y	 C	 4/5/6

Nuthatches

	 Red-breasted Nuthatch	 Y	 R	 5/6

	 White-breasted Nuthatch	 Y	 C	 4/5/6

Creeper

	 Brown Creeper	 W	 U	 4/5/6

Wrens

	 Carolina Wren	 Y	 C	 0/4/5/6

	 House Wren	 S	 U	 0/4

	 Winter Wren	 W	 U	 4/5/6

Kinglets

	 Golden-crowned Kinglet	 W	 F	 4/5/6

	 Ruby-crowned Kinglet	 W	 U	 4/5/6

Gnatcatcher & Thrushes

	 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher	 S	 C	 4/5/6

	 Eastern Bluebird	 Y	 F	 0/3/4

	 Veery	 T	 R	 4/5/6

	 Gray-checked Thrush	 T	 R	 4/5/6

	 Swainson’s Thrush	 T	 U	 4/5/6

	 Hermit Thrush	 W	 F	 4/5/6

	 Wood Thrush	 S	 F	 4/5/6

	 American Robin	 Y	 C	 0/4/5

Mockingbirds & Thrashers

	 Gray Catbird	 S	 F	 4

	 Northern Mockingbird	 Y	 F	 0/4

	 Brown Thrasher	 Y	 F	 0/4

Starling 	 S	 A	 H

	 European Starling	 Y	 C	 0/3/4

Wagtails & Pipits

	 American Pipit	 W	 R	 0/1/2/3
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Waxwings	 S	 A	 H

	 Cedar Waxwing	 Y	 U	 0/4/5/6

Warblers

	 Blue-winged Warbler	 S	 U	 4

	 Golden-winged Warbler	 S	 R	 4

	 Tennessee Warbler	 T	 F	 4/5/6

	 Orange-crowned Warbler	 T	 R	 4

	 Nashville Warbler	 T	 U	 4/5/6

	 Northern Parula	 S	 F	 2/6

	 Yellow Warbler	 S	 U	 2/4/6

	 Chestnut-sided Warbler	 S	 U	 4/5/6

	 Magnolia Warbler	 T	 C	 4/5/6

	 Cape May Warbler	 T	 U	 5/6

	 Black-throated Blue Warbler	 T	 R	 5/6

	 Yellow-rumped Warbler	 W	 F	 4/5/6

	 Black-throated Green Warbler	 S	 C	 5/6

	 Blackburnian Warbler	 T	 U	 5/6

	 Yellow-throated Warbler	 S	 C	 5/6

	 Pine Warbler	 Y	 F	 5

	 Prairie Warbler	 S	 C	 4

	 Palm Warbler	 T	 U	 0/4

	 Bay-breasted Warbler	 T	 F	 5/6

	 Blackpoll Warbler	 T	 U	 4/5/6

	 Cerulean Warbler	 S	 U	 5/6

	 Black-and-white Warbler	 S	 C	 5/6

	 American Redstart	 S	 U	 4/5/6

	 Prothonotary Warbler	 S	 U	 1/2

	 Worm-eating Warbler	 S	 F	 6

	 Swainson’s Warbler	 S	 R	 6

	 Ovenbird	 S	 C	 5/6

	 Northern Waterthrush	 T	 U	 2/6

	 Louisiana Waterthrush	 S	 F	 2/6

	 Kentucky Warbler	 S	 C	 4/5/6

	 Connecticut Warbler	 T	 A	 4/6

	 Mourning Warbler	 T	 R	 4

	 Common Yellowthroat	 S	 F	 0/4

	 Hooded Warbler	 S	 C	 4/5/6

	 Wilson’s Warbler	 T	 U	 4

	 Canada Warbler	 T	 U	 4/6

	 Yellow-breasted Chat	 S	 F	 4

Tanagers	 S	 A	 H

	 Summer Tanager	 S	 C	 4/5

	 Scarlet Tanager	 S	 C	 4/5/6

Towhees & Sparrows	 S	 A	 H

	 Eastern Towhee	 Y	 C	 4

	 American Tree Sparrow	 W	 R	 0/3/4

	 Chipping Sparrow	 Y	 C	 0/4/5

	 Field Sparrow	 Y	 F	 0/3/4

	 Vesper Sparrow	 T	 R	 0/3

	 Savannah Sparrow	 T	 U	 3

	 Grasshopper Sparrow	 S	 R	 3

	 Henslow’s Sparrow	 S	 R	 3

	 Fox Sparrow	 W	 U	 4

	 Song Sparrow	 Y	 F	 0/3/4

	 Lincoln’s Sparrow	 T	 U	 4

	 Swamp Sparrow	 W	 U	 2/3

	 White-throated Sparrow	 W	 C	 0/3/4

	 White-crowned Sparrow	 W	 U	 0/3/4

	 Dark-eyed Junco	 W	 C	 0/4/5

	 Lapland Longspur	 W	 A	 3

	 Snow Bunting	 W	 A	 3

Grosbeaks & Buntings

	 Northern Cardinal	 Y	 C	 All

	 Rose-breasted 

	 Grosbeak	 T	 U	 4/5

	 Blue Grosbeak	 S	 U	 3/4

	 Indigo Bunting	 S	 C	 0/4/5

	 Dickcissel	 S	 A	 3

Blackbirds & Orioles

	 Bobolink	 T	 R	 0/3

	 Red-winged Blackbird	 Y	 F	 0/2/3

	 Eastern Meadowlark	 Y	 C	 0/3

	 Rusty Blackbird	 W	 R	 0/2

	 Common Grackle	 Y	 C	 0/2

	 Brown-headed Cowbird	 Y	 F	 All

	 Orchard Oriole	 S	 U	 0/4

	 Baltimore Oriole	 S	 R	 0/4

Finches

	 Purple Finch	 W	 F	 0/4/5

	 House Finch	 Y	 F	 0

	 Pine Siskin	 W	 R	 0/4/5

	 American Goldfinch	 Y	 F	 0/3/4/5

	 Evening Grosbeak	 W	 A	 0/4/5

Old World Sparrows

	 House Sparrow	 Y	 F	 0
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