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Topic:  Community Wildfire Protection in the Proposed Colorado Roadless Rule 

Background: 

Wildfire can pose a risk to communities in Colorado’s forests.  In parts of Colorado, there are large 
areas with dead standing or fallen trees.   Some scientific projections indicate that, due to climate 
change, both outbreaks of insects and wildfires may become more frequent. 

Fuels treatments are designed to protect communities from fire by reducing fuels.  While fuels 
treatments do not stop wildland fires, they can help to change fire behavior.  Fuels treatments can 
increase the effectiveness of fire suppression, and the safety of firefighters.  

Approximately 340 of the 1,712 at-risk communities in Colorado listed in the Federal Register (66 FR 
753, January 4, 2001) under the Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA) are within 1.5 miles of a 
Colorado Roadless Area boundary.  

Summary of Proposed Rule Direction: 

• The term Community Protection Zone (CPZ) replaced the term Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) 
that was used in the 2008 proposed rule. A CPZ is defined as either an area within 0.5 mile from 
the boundary of an at-risk community or an area up to 1.5 miles from the boundary of an at-risk 
community where the land has a sustained steep slope that creates the potential for wildfire 
behavior that may endanger the at-risk community; or has a geographic feature that aids in 
creating an effective fire break, such as a river or a ridge top; or where the forest is in condition 
class 3 as defined by the HFRA.  

• Tree cutting and associated temporary road construction for hazardous fuel reduction will be 
prohibited on upper tier acres. The following direction applies to non-upper tier acres.   
o Within the CPZ, tree-cutting, sale, or removal may occur within the first 0.5 mile of a CPZ only 

when the Regional Forester determines it is needed to reduce the wildfire hazard to either an 
at-risk community or a municipal water supply system. Temporary road construction is limited 
to the first 0.5 mile of the CPZ.  

o If ground conditions meet the circumstances listed above and the CPZ is extended an 
additional 1 mile, tree-cutting, sale, or removal, if determined to be needed by the Regional 
Forester, may only occur in an area identified in a Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
(CWPP). The CPZ will remain the maximum boundary for allowed treatments within CRAs. No 
temporary roads can be constructed.  

o Tree-cutting, sale, or removal for the protection of municipal water supply systems outside of 
a CPZ is allowed only if the Regional Forester determines that a significant risk exists to the 
municipal water supply system or the maintenance of that system. A significant risk, as 
defined in the proposed rule, exists under conditions in which the history of fire occurrence 
and fire hazard and risk indicate a serious likelihood that a wildland fire disturbance event 
would present a high risk of threat to a municipal water supply system. 
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o Projects within the CPZ will focus on cutting small diameter trees to create fuel breaks while 
retaining large trees to the maximum extent practical, as appropriate to the forest type. 
Regardless of size, dead or dying trees in some forest types (e.g. beetle-killed lodgepole pine) 
may need to be removed, both to remove hazards to firefighters and for successful hazardous 
fuel reduction. 

Changes from the 2008 Rule: 

• The 2008 Rule allowed temporary roads for fuels reduction within a CWPP – did not restrict 
temporary roads to a specific distance from communities.  

• The 2008 Rule allowed tree cutting for fuels reduction within a CWPP regardless of distance 
from a community; the current proposed rule limits  tree cutting to ½ mile or up to 1 ½ miles 
where ground conditions warrant from a community. Between ½ mile and 1 ½ mile, the project 
would also have to be identified in a CWPP.  The only tree cutting allowed beyond 1 ½ miles in 
this proposed rule is for a significant risk to a municipal water supply. 

Additional Information: 
• Analysis indicates approximately 254,000 CRA acres are located within the 0.5 mile CPZ, and, 

within 1.5 miles, 1,035,000.  
• The Arapaho-Roosevelt, Pike-San Isabel, and White River National Forests have the highest 

percentage.  
• In upper tier acres, hazardous fuels tree-cutting cannot occur.  In alternative 2, analysis indicates 

there could be approximately 29,000 CRA acres that are within the 0.5 mile CPZ and 137,000 CRA 
acres that are within the 1.5 mile CPZ. Under alternative 4, these numbers are 122,000 acres and 
537,000 respectively.  

 


