
Rosemont Copper Project EIS 
Cooperating Agency Coordination Meeting  08/20/2009 
Agenda 

 

 
Location:   Federal Building, 300 West Congress, Tucson, Arizona, Room 4B 
Facilitator:   Teresa Ann Ciapusci, Cooperating Agency Liaison 
 
AGENDA 
09:30 – 09.45 Welcome and Introductions   Ciapusci 
 
09:45 – 10:15 Overview of IDT Conceptual Alternative Roth 
   Development Progress    EIS Process Manager 
 
10:15 – 10:30 BREAK 
 
10:30 – 11:30 Electrical Transmission Considerations Weinstein & Wood 
          EPG Consultants 

Beck 
          Tucson Electric Power 
 
11:30 – 12:30 LUNCH   
 
12:30 – 2:00  Optional Workshop 
   Forest and EPG Consultants will host workstations to display  

materials and discuss the conceptual alternatives and electrical  
transmission routing  

 
INVITED COOPERATING AGENCIES 
Tribes:    Tohono O’odham Nation 
Federal:    Air Force, Army COE, BLM, Smithsonian Whipple Observatory 
State of Arizona: ADEQ, AMMR, ADWR, AZGF, AZGS, AZSLD, AZSP 
Local:   Pima County, City of Tucson, Town of Sahuarita 
 
INVITED GUESTS 
Presenters:  EPG Consultants:  Lauren Weinstein, Jaime Wood 
   Tucson Electric Power Company:  Ed Beck 
 
Consultants:  Cheniae & Associates:  Gordon Cheniae 



Rosemont Copper Project EIS 
Cooperating Agency Coordination Meeting  08/20/2009 
Meeting Notes 
 
Welcoming Remarks Teresa Ann Ciapusci 

 Discussion: 

 Agencies in attendance received a CD copy of Scoping Reports 1 and 2 

 Described the “self-registration” feature added to the www.RosemontEIS.us website by the webmaster to 
facilitate use by cooperating agencies and the public 

Overview of IDT Conceptual 
Alternative Development Progress 

Mindee Roth 

 Discussion: 

 PowerPoint Presentation:  Conceptual Alternatives  

 Provided overview of the interdisciplinary teams’ work to date on developing alternatives to the proposed 
action, including development of mitigation and revisions to some potential alternative elements presented to 
the cooperating agencies at the July 2009 coordination meeting 

 Action items:   

 
 
 

Teresa Ann and Mindee informed the cooperating agencies that the period for cooperating agencies to submit 
formal comments on the preliminary alternatives had been extended due to delays in posting needed 
materials to the RosemontEIS website.  Informed cooperating agencies they would be receiving a letter 
requesting agency comments, in writing on agency letterhead, by August 28, 2009. 

Electrical Transmission 
Considerations 

EPG Consultants 
Lauren Weinstein and Jaime Wood 

 Discussion: 

 Presentation on potential electrical transmission routes and formats for receiving cooperating agency and 
public comments, including question and answer period 

 Projected copies of 3 documents: 

1. Jurisdiction with Preliminary Transmission Line Links 

2. Rosemont Jurisdiction  

Rosemont Transmission Line Planning Process 

 Handout:  TEP/EPG Newsletter 2 

Workshop:  Alternative Development Interdisciplinary Team and TEP/EPG 

 Discussion: 

 Map stations ( one per preliminary alternative) hosted by interdisciplinary team members for informal 
discussion with cooperating agencies regarding elements of the preliminary alternatives 

 Map station hosted by TEP and EPG representatives for informal discussion with cooperating agencies 
regarding potential electrical transmission links and routes 
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Attendance Record 
Cooperating Agencies Participant(s) 

Tohono O’odham Nation 
Addison Smith 
Laura Berglan 
Peter Steere 
Augustine Toro 

Air Force, 162d Fighter Airwing Mark Harting 

Army Corps of Engineers Jesse Laurie 
J.W. (illegible) 

USDI BLM Linda Hughes 
Smithsonian Institution Emilio Falco 
AZ Dept of Environmental Quality Dennis Turner 
AZ Dept of Mines and Mineral Resources Advance notification - unavailable 
AZ Department of Transportation  
AZ Dept of Water Resources Laura Grignano 

AZ Game and Fish Department John Windes 
Diane Tilton 

AZ Geological Survey Jon Spencer 
AZ State Land Department David Jacobs 
AZ State Mine Inspector Garrett Fleming 
AZ State Parks Robert Casavant 
City of Tucson  
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Cooperating Agencies Participant(s) 

Pima County 
Nicole Fyffe 
Loy Neff 
Linda Mayro 
Julia Fonseca 

Town of Sahaurita Joe Marques 
 

Attendance Record 
 

Guests 
 

Affiliation 
 

G.L. Cheniae Cheniae & Associates 
(Contractor for Rosemont Copper Company) 

Lauren Weinstein 
Jaime Wood 

EPG Consultants 
(Contractor for Rosemont Copper Company and Tucson Electric 
Power Company) 

Ed Beck Tucson Electric Power Company 
Tom Furgason SWCA Environmental Consultants 
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Conceptual AlternativesConceptual Alternatives
Presented to Cooperating Agencies

August 20, 2009

Alternative Development Process

• Purpose and Need

• Proposed Action

• Public Scoping

• Issues

• Alternatives

Rosemont Copper Project 
Conceptual Alternatives 

Presented at Cooperating Agency Coordination Meeting
August 20, 2009 2
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Issues Driving Alternatives

• Water

• Heritage Resources

• Visual

• Riparian

• Recreation

• Plants and Animals
Rosemont Copper Project  

Conceptual Alternatives  
Presented at Cooperating Agency Coordination Meeting 

August 20, 2009 3

Issues Focusing Analysis

Ai• Air

• Night Skies

• Noise and Vibration

• Transportation

Rosemont Copper Project  
Conceptual Alternatives  

Presented at Cooperating Agency Coordination Meeting 
August 20, 2009

• Reclamation Plan

• Soils

4
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Conceptual Alternatives

• Proposed Action

• No Action

• Barrel/McCleary - Phased Tailings

• Scholefield/McCleary

• Sycamore/Upper McCleary/Upper Barrel

• Upper Barrel
Rosemont Copper Project 

Conceptual Alternatives 
Presented at Cooperating Agency Coordination Meeting

August 20, 2009 5

Post-Meeting Correction:  For geographical accuracy, 

“Upper Barrel” name changed to “Barrel Only”.

Barrel/McCleary – Phased Tailings

• Similar Footprint to Proposed Action p p
• Important Archaeological Sites
• 2 Drainages

 No Change to Riparian Acres
• Phased Tailings, McCleary Remains Open for 12 Years

• Waste Rock Elevation 20 ft  Higher Than Waste Rock Elevation 20 ft. Higher Than 
Proposed Action

• No Change in Haul Distance
Rosemont Copper Project 

Conceptual Alternatives 
Presented at Cooperating Agency Coordination Meeting

August 20, 2009 6
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Scholefield/McCleary

• Tails to Scholefield, Waste to McCleary
• Avoids Important Archaeological Sites

• Reduced Riparian Acres
• 2 Drainages

• Waste Rock Elevation 700 ft. Higher Than Proposed 
Action

• Much Higher, Less Visual Contrast

• Increased Haul Distance ~ 12.3%

Rosemont Copper Project 
Conceptual Alternatives 

Presented at Cooperating Agency Coordination Meeting
August 20, 2009 7

Sycamore/Upper McCleary/Upper Barrel

• Tails to Sycamore  Waste to McCleary and Barrel• Tails to Sycamore, Waste to McCleary and Barrel
• Avoids Important Archaeological Sites
• Area Experiences Less Recreation

• Reduced Riparian Acres
• 3 Drainages
• 2 Watersheds

• Waste Rock Elevation 50 ft. Higher Than Proposed 
A iAction

• Affects View from West, Farther Away

• Increased Haul Distance ~ 28.8%

Rosemont Copper Project 
Conceptual Alternatives 

Presented at Cooperating Agency Coordination Meeting
August 20, 2009 8
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Upper Barrel Post-Meeting Correction:  

For geographical accuracy, 

“Upper Barrel” name 
changed to “Barrel Only”.

• All Waste in Upper Barrel Drainage
– Avoids Important Archaeological Sites

• Reduced Riparian Acres
– Contained in one drainage

• Waste Rock Elevations 250 ft. Higher than 

Meeting Correction:  This alternative does not avoid important archaeological sites.

5 g
Proposed Action

• Increased Haul Distance~5.4 - 8.4%

Rosemont Copper Project 
Conceptual Alternatives 

Presented at Cooperating Agency Coordination Meeting
August 20, 2009 9
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Link Node
Preliminary Alternative Link

Link Identification Number10

Notes: Not all of the preliminary alternative links shown on the 
            map will be constructed. Project study area boundary has 
            been updated as of July 2009

Mt. Wrightson Wilderness
Santa Rita Experimental Range
Las Cienegas National Conservation Area

Special Management Areas

All links are preliminary and may be modified based on 
agency and public input.

Rosemont Copper Facilities
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Arizona State Land
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Bureau of Land Management
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TIMELINE* 2nd Quarter 20101st -2nd Quarter 20104th Quarter 20093rd - 4th Quarter 20092008  - 1st Quarter 2009 1st - 3rd Quarter 2009

ENGINEERING

ENVIRONMENTAL
PLANNING

PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT

Detailed Inventory and link 
Alternatives Assessment

Identify preferred engineering route •	

alternative(s)
Review visual simulations•	

Select preferred route and •	

alternative(s) to be presented in CEC 
application, in coordination with 
customer: Rosemont Copper

Prepare CEC application•	

Print and file CEC application•	

Review and approve application•	

File and notice application•	

Prepare hearing notice and post •	

signs in project area (announcing 
CEC application filing and hearings)
Track and respond to comments•	

CEC Hearings

Prepare stakeholder and public •	

involvement summary to support 
CEC application 
Track and respond to comments•	

Preparation and Filing of CEC 
Application

Prepare for and conduct stakeholder •	

group meeting #4
Prepare and distribute newsletter #3•	

Prepare for and conduct public open •	

house meeting #3
Review route alternatives •	

Track and respond to comments•	

TASK 2TASK 1 TASK 3 TASK 6TASK 5TASK 4

Route Alternatives Selection 
and Resource Surveys

Review impact assessment criteria •	

Review link alternatives assessment •	

results
Develop and review mitigation •	

measures and plan
Review route alternatives•	

Prepare for and conduct stakeholder •	

group meeting #3
Review link alternative impact •	

assessment and preliminary routes
Track and respond to comments•	

siting criteria, Define Study 
Area, and Secondary Data 

Collection

Review and approve preliminary •	

alternatives siting criteria
Review and approve project study •	

area
Finalize project purpose and need •	

statement
Finalize project description•	

Provide typical structure design(s) •	

and substation layout

Conduct community leader briefings•	

Identify and contact stakeholders •	

Prepare project fact sheet #1•	

Review project purpose and need •	

and description
Track and respond to comments•	

Opportunities/Constraints  
Analysis and link 

Alternatives Identification

Finalize engineering alternatives •	

(e.g., rebuilding existing structures)
Review and approve final link •	

alternatives

Prepare and provide testimony •	

for Arizona Power Plant and 
Transmission Line Siting Committee
Prepare testimony slides for •	

supplemental CEC application filing
Prepare virtual route tour (optional)•	

Assist with preparation of draft CEC •	

Form of Order
Prepare for and attend ACC hearing•	

Prepare environmental portions of •	

CEC application
Assist with filing and noticing •	

application

Compare and rank route alternatives•	

Prepare visual simulations•	

Identify preferred environmental •	

route alternative(s) 
Document route alternative •	

comparison and selection results
Conduct cultural resource survey of •	

preferred route alternative
SHPO consultation•	

Prepare cultural resource survey •	

report

Collect additional data for link •	

alternatives
Conduct field surveys to support •	

resources inventory
Develop impact assessment criteria•	

Conduct link alternatives impact •	

assessment and mitigation planning
Develop route alternatives•	

Develop preliminary alternatives •	

siting criteria
Review preliminary alternatives •	

Prepare study area base map•	

Collect and map secondary •	

environmental data

Identify environmental opportunities •	

and constraints
Identify and finalize link alternatives•	

Prepare for and conduct stakeholder •	

group meeting #1
Develop mailing list•	

Prepare and distribute newsletter #1•	

Prepare for and conduct public open •	

house #1
Prepare for and conduct stakeholder •	

group meeting #2
Prepare and distribute newsletter #2•	

Prepare for and conduct public open •	

house #2
Review link alternatives•	

Track and respond to comments•	

Prepare and provide testimony •	

for Arizona Power Plant and 
Transmission Line Siting Committee
Review and approve supplemental •	

CEC application filing  
(as necessary)
Prepare draft CEC Form of Order•	

Prepare for and attend ACC hearing•	

Planning Process and Responsibilities
Rosemont 138kV Transmission Line ProjectJuly 2009

*Timeline is estimated
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