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Moving Firewood on the Hoosier National Forest 
 

By Chris Thornton, Silviculturist 
 
The smell of hotdogs, cheering crowds, and the crack of a 
baseball bat are all part of summer in North America.  Yet one of 
these things, the baseball bat, is in jeopardy.  The majority of 
baseball bats used by the big leagues are made from ash wood.  
All species of ash trees are currently threatened by an invasive 
beetle from Asia called the emerald ash borer.  What would summer be like with 
no wooden baseball bats? 

 
A few years ago this insect seemed to be far from 
southern Indiana.  The infested area was in 
northeast Indiana and didn’t seem close to the 
national forest.  This changed last year.   
 
The emerald ash borer was found in the Hardin 
Ridge Recreation Area on Lake Monroe.  It has also 
been found in Brown, Dubois, Floyd, Harrison, 
Lawrence, and Orange Counties.  All of these 
locations are considered to be well ahead of the 
main infestation in northeast Indiana.  Most of these 
sites are attributed to moving firewood.  
 
Beetle populations from these infestations will 
spread at a rate of one to four miles a year on their 
own.  It is now important for forest users to watch for 

signs of the emerald ash borer. 
 
Signs and symptoms may not be apparent for up to three years after the insect is 
in the area.  Forest visitors should look for ash trees that are dying at the top, are 
sprouting many branches from the trunk or base of the tree, or trees that 
woodpeckers seem to be especially interested in.  Other, less visible signs are 
small “D” shaped exit holes in the bark and “S” shaped tunnels or galleries under 
the bark. 
 



There is currently no cure for the 
emerald ash borer once it infests a 
forest stand. There are a few chemical 
treatments that can be used on 
individual trees in yards or parks, but 
there are no cost effective treatments 
for trees in the forest.   Researchers 
are currently working on possible 
treatments, but they could be many 
years away.  It is critical that we slow 
the spread by limiting the movement of 
ash products including firewood. 
 
In early February, Hoosier National Forest Supervisor Ken Day signed an order 
that makes it illegal to bring hardwood firewood onto the national forest.  Having 
a campfire is a major part of the camping experience so there are a few 
exceptions to this order.  Forest visitors may bring pine firewood, processed 
lumber, or packaged firewood which has either the USDA or the Indiana labels 
as shown below.  More details on these requirements and a list of venders who 
sell this firewood can be found on the Hoosier National Forest’s website 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/hoosier/ under current conditions.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We would like to keep Indiana’s ash trees around in the future. Help us slow the 
spread of emerald ash borer by not moving firewood and give researchers time 
to develop cost-effective treatments.   
 
Please do your part to keep the crack of the ash baseball bat in our summers. 
 
For more information contact Chris Thornton, Hoosier National Forest 
Silviculturist at 812-547-9235 or by email: cdthornton@fs.fed.us. 


