
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN

KURT J. MEISTER, )
)Plaintiff, )
)v. )
)

TOM VILSACK, SECRETARY, )
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, et aI., )

)Defendants. )
)

CIVIL ACTION
No. 07-13008

FIRST DECLARATION OF JEFFERY G. PULLEN

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section i 746, I declare under penalty of perjury:

1. I am employed by the Forest Service, United States Deparlment of Agriculture ("USDA")

and curently serve as the Planning and Resources Staff Offcer, Huron-Manistee National

Forests, Cadilac, Michigan. I currently supervise the Forest Planner, the NEPA Appeals

and Litigation Coordinator, and other staff. 1 have been employed by USDA for

approximately thirt-three years. My current responsibilities include ensuring that all afthe

natural and physical resources projects and programs conducted by the Forest Service on the

Huron-Manistee National Forests are planned, analyzed, and implemented in accordance to

the National Environmental Policy Act ("NEPA"), 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321-4370h; National

Forest Management Act ("NFMA"), I 6 U.S.C. §§ I 600- i 687; and all ofthe other applicable

laws, regulations and policies. Previously, I was the team leader for the interdisciplinary

team (HID Team") that prepared the final environmental impact statement ("FEIS"), Revised

Land and Resource Management Plan for the Huron-Manistee National Forests ("Revised

Forest Plan"), and the March 20, 2006 Record of Decision ("ROD") which were challenged
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in the above-captioned case.

2. After the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit reversed and remanded this

case to the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, I was assigned

to supervise the Forest Service team which was tasked with beginning the process of

preparing the supplemental environmental impact statement ("SElS") on remand. See

Meister v. U.S. Dep't of Agriculture, No. 07-13008, slip op. (E.D. Mich. Mar. 30, 2009),

rev'd, 623 F.3d 363 (6th Cir. 20IO); in also Meister v. U.S. Dep't of Agriculture, No. 09-

1712, 20IO WL 5393839 (6th Cir. Nov. 17, 20IO).

3. The Forest Service published the notice of intent ("NOI") to prepare the SEIS on December

28, 20IO. Huron-Manistee Natl Forests, MI, Land & Res. Mgmt. Plan SEIS, 75 Fed. Reg.

8I,56I (Dec. 28, 20IO) (see attached Exhibit ("Ex.") A).

4. Prior to the NOI's publication, in November of 2010, the Forest Service began formal

consultation with the following tribes which have hunting, fishing, and gathering rights

under the Treaty with the Ottawa and Chippewa Tribes (Michigan) (Washington Treaty or

1836 Treaty), 7 Stat. 491 (May 27, 1836). Formal consultation is on-going with these tribes:

Bay Mills Indian Community (Michigan), Grand Traverse Band of Chippewa and Ottawa

Indians (Michigan), Little River Band of Ottawa Indians (Michigan), Little Traverse Bay

Band of Odawa Indians (Michigan), and Sault Sainte Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians

(Michigan). Based on this consultation and in response to the Forest Service's invitation,

these tribes may each decide to paricipate in the preparation of the SEIS as a cooperating

agency (40 C.F.R. § 1508.5) with representative(s) on the SEIS ID Team.

5. Prior to the NOI's publication, in early December of20 10, the Forest Service began formal
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consultation with the member tribes which are part of the Great Lakes Fishing and Wildlife

Commission. See attached Ex. B. The member tribes are the Bad River Band of Lake

Superior Chippewa Indians (Wisconsin), Bay Mills Indian Community (Michigan), Fond du

Lac Band of Ojibwe (Minnesota), Keweenaw Bay Indian Community (Michigan), Lac

Coure Oreiles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians (Wisconsin), Lac du Flambeau

Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians (Wisconsin), Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake

Superior Chippewa Indians (Michigan and Wisconsin), Mille Lac Band of Ojibwe

(Minnesota), Red Cliff 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians (Wisconsin), Saint Croix

Band of Chippewa Indians (Wisconsin), and the Sokaogon Chippewa Community

(Wisconsin). Based on this consultation and in response to the Forest Service's invitation,

these tribes may each decide to participate in the preparation of the SEIS as a cooperating

agency (40 C.F.R. § I508.5) with representative(s) on the SEIS ID Team.

6. Prior to the NOI's publication, in early December of 2010, the Forest Service formally

consulted with the State of Michigan (Michigan Deparment of Natural Resources and

Environment ("DNRE")) and asked the Michigan DNRE to participate in the preparation of

the SEIS as a cooperating agency under 40 C.F.R. § 1508.5. See Ex. C. In late December

of 2010, the State advised the Forest Service that the DNRE would participate in the

preparation of the SEIS as a cooperating agency. See Ex. D. As a cooperating agency,

DNRE appointed representatives to the SEIS ID Team. Id.

7. Since the NOI's publication, legal notices have been posted in the newspapers of record and

press releases have been issued. Additionally, 1,468 letters have been sent to the interested

persons, organizations and governent agencies. Notice has also been posted on the Huron-
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Manistee National Forests' website. ~ee News & Events: Huron-Manistee National Forests

to accept public comments on proposed changes to the Land and Resource Management Plan

of the Huron-Manistee National Forests (Jan. 3, 201 I posting) (last visited 11720 I I) at

http://ww.fs.fed.us/r9/hmnf/index.shtmi .

8. The Forest Service has contacted the counties that may be affected by the SEIS's analysis

including those in or adjacent to the Huron National Forest including Alcona, Crawford,

losco, Oscoda, Ogemaw, and Roscommon Counties and those in or adjacent to the Manistee

National Forest including Lake, Manistee, Mason, Mescota, Montcalm, Muskegon,

Newaygo, Oceana, and Wexford Counties.

9. The Forest Service is preparing for the upcoming public meetings scheduled for January

31 st, February i st, Februar 2nd and February 3rd in Baldwin, Birch Run, Grand Rapids,

Lansing, Manistee, Mio, Oscoda, and Southfield, Michigan. See Ex. A.

i O. The Forest Service is preparing to receive the numerous public comments which are

expected before the Februar 1 I th NOI deadline. The content analysis of all of the

comments received to date on-going. After the remaining comments are received, the Forest

Service will perform the content analysis of these comments. It is currently expected that

all of the content analysis can be completed by late Februar or early March.

11. The Forest Service team has been gathering infonnation which has become available since

the Revised Forest Plan was approved. The current list of Reference Materials is attached.

See Ex. E.

12. The Forest Service is in the process of contacting experts in a variety of disciplines to assist

the SEIS ID Team including:
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. Dr. Charles Nelson, Associate Professor, Michigan State University (Dr. Nelson Is
nationally recognized for his expertise in recreation user preferences, demand and
historic recreation use) (Academic background: Ph.D., Forestr, Michigan State
University; M.S., Park and Recreation Resources, Michigan State University; B.S.,
Resource Development, Michigan State University);

. Dr. Lar Leefers, Associate Professor, Michigan State University, Forest Economics
and Policy, Michigan State University (Dr. Leefers is a well respected expert in
economics, modeling, and supply-demand analysis) (Academic background: Ph.D.,
Forestry, Michigan State University; M.S., Forestry, Michigan State University;
B.S., Forestry, Michigan State University);

. Mr. Dave Spildie, Branch Director-Recreation Planning, Resolution Solutions
Enterprise Unit, U.S. Forest Service (USDA) (Mr. Spildie leads an internal agency
"enterprise unit" that has completed a variety of recreation use studies across the
United States); and

. Ms. Jan Spencer, Landscape ArchitecUEnvironmental Planer, TEAMS Enterprise
Unit, U.S. Forest Service (USDA) (Ms. Spencer serves as a landscape architect and
environmental planer for a Forest Service enterprise unit).

13. A project initiation letter is now being prepared in draft by Forest Supervisor, Barr Paulson,

which will identify the SETS TD Team members, define each member's roles and

responsibilities, and establish guidelines for the preparation of the SEIS. A copy of the most

recent draft is provided. See Ex. F. It is expected that the SEIS ID Team will begin meeting

sometime in late Januar or early February to outline their proposed process for the SETS

analysis.
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing (~~ 1-13) are true and correct.

Executed this 71h day of January, 2011.

. ".... J, . 'I
. ,ii ii / .;.' ,

'~f ".L -",'',t"C . ~ ;'Pio"(:I..-
'if i" '- . ..,. .. .

,
.

,

JEFFERY G. PULLEN
Planing and Resources Staff Offcer

Offce of the Supervisor
Huron-Manistee National Forests
1755 South Mitchell Street
Cadillac, Michigan 4960 I
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Federal Register I Vol. 75, No. 248/ Tuesday, December 28, 2010 I Notices 81561

a.m. and 6 p.m., Eastern Time, Monday
through Friday'
Daled: Diiee ...

Maureiin R. Ha .
Acting rarest 5 i

IFR Doc, 2010-32 ~
BILLING CODE 341 l

DEFENDANT'S
EXHIBIT

A

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service

Huron-Manistee National Forests,
Michigan, Land and Resource
Management Plan Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTON: Notice of Intent to prepare a
Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement.

SUMMARY: The Huron-Manistee National
Forests (Forest Service) wil prepare a
supplemental environmenlal impact

statement (SElS) to assess the
environmental impacts of II Land and
Resource Management Plan alternative
that would ban firearm hunting and
snowmobile use (subject to existing
rights) on National Forest System lands
within Semiprimilive Nonmotorized
Management Areas and would ban
firearm hunting (subject to existing
rights) in Primitive Area (Nordhouse
Dunes Wilderness). This analysis wil
remedy deficiencies identified by the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit Court in ihe original
Environmental Impact Statemenl
prepared for the Huron-Manistee Land
and Resource Management Plan
Revision of 2006. The decision which
results may amend the Huron-Manistee
National Forests Land and Resource
Management Plan. The objectives of the
analysis, consistent with existing
regulatory direction as identified by the
court. are to coordinate recreation
pl.anning with the State of Michigan
with the aim (to the extent feasible) to
reduce duplication in meeting
recreation demands, to minimize
conOicts between off.road vehicle use
and other uses of the Forests, and to
identify recreational preferences of user
groups and the settings needed to
provide quality recreational
opportunities.
DATES: Comments concerning the scope

of the analysis must be received by
February 11, 2011.
ADDRESSES: Send written comments lo
Lee Evison. Forest Planner, Huron-
Manistee National Forests, 1755 S.
Miichell Street, Cadilac, MI, 49601; fax:

231-775-5551. Send electronic

comments to: commenfs-easlern-huron-
manislee(jfs.fed.us. Comments sent via
e-mail should contain the subject line:
"Forest Plan SETS".

Commenls received in response to
this solicitation. including names and
addresses of those who comment, wil
be considered part of the public record
on this proposed action and wil be
available for public inspection.
Comments submitted anonymously wil
be accepted and considered; however,
anonymous commenls may limit the
respondent's ability to participate in
subsequent administrati ve or judicial
review.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ken

Arbogast, Huron-Manistee National
Forests; telephone: 231-775-2421; fax:
231-775-5551. See address above under
ADDRESSES. Copies of documents may

be requested at the same address.
Another means of obtaining information
is to visit the Forest Web page at http://
www.rs.fed.us/r9/hmnfthen click on
"Land and Resources Management".
then "Forest Land and Resource
Management Plan".

Individuals who use
telecommunication devices for the deaf
(TTY) may call 1-231-775-3183.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Purpose and Need for Aclion
On September 29, 2010. the United

States Court of Appeals for the Sixth
CircuIl issued an opinion in the cuse of
Meislerv. U.S. Department of
Agriculture. et 0/.. No. 09-1712
(September 29, 2010), which found
deficiencies in the analysis supporting
the revised Land and Resource
Management Plan for the Huron-
Manistee National Forests. Specifically,
the court found that:

1. The Forest Service's estimates of
snowmobile and cross.countr visitors
to the Forests were arbitrar,

2, The Service did not coordinate its
recreation planning with the State of
Michigan, as required. to reduce
duplication in recreation demands with
respect to gun hunling and
snowmobilng.

3. The Service's reasons for keeping
certain trails open to snowmobile use
were arbitrar. and

4. The Service violated the National
Environmental Policy Acl when it failed
to consider closing Primitive and
Semiprimitive Nonmotorized areas to
gUn hunting and snowmobile use.

Proposed Aclion

The Forest Service proposes to
remedy the deficiencies idenlified by
the court by supplementing ile
Environmental Impact Statement for the

Forest Land and Resource Management
Plan. The supplement wil evaluate an
alternative that closes Semiprimilive
NOnmotorized Management Areas to
snowmobile use and firearm hunling
(subject to existing rights) and closes
Primitive Area (Nordhouse Dunes
Wilderness) to firearm hunting (subject
to existing rights).

The Forest Service proposes to utilize
such studies as: The National Visitor
Use Monitoring study (2009):
Michigan's Statewide Comprehensive
Outdoor RecreaLion Plan (SCaRP 2008-
2012); Social and Economic Assessment
for the Michigan National Forests
(2003); Social and Economic
Assessment for Michigan's State Forests
(2006): Demographics, RecruiLment, and
Retention of Michigan Hunters by Brian
J. Frawley; Demographics, Recruitment,
and Retention of Michigan Hunters:
2005 Update; A Portait of Hunters and
Hunting License Trends in Michigan by
lhe National Shooting Sports
Foundation on Behalf of the Michgan
Department of Natural Resources;
Assessment of Snowmobiling in
Michigan by Snowmobilers wiih
Michigan Trail Permits (2009) by
Charles Nelson: Opinions of Selected
Stakeholders Concerning Semi-
primitive Area Designation in the
Huron-Manistee Nalional Forests (1994)
by Charles Nelson.

Possible A1lernatives

No Action Alternative: The Forest
Service would continue to implement
the 2006 Forest Plan in its current form.
Current direction would continue to
guide management of the Semiprimitive
Nonmotorized Management Areas and
Primitive Area (Nordhouse Dunes
Wilderness). There would be no changes
to the management of these areas.

Modified Closure Alternalive: The
Forest Service would ban firearm
hunting and snowmobile use in some
portion of the 13 existing Semiprimitive
Nonmotorized Areas and the Primitive
Area (Nord house Dunes Wildnerness).

Other reasonable iilternalives may be
developed to respond to issues raised
during public parlicipation.

Lead and Cooperating Agencies

The lead agency for this proposal is
the U.S. Forest Service. The Forest
Service has invited the Michigan
Depariment of Natural Resources and
Environment (MDNR) to become a
Cooperating Agency.

Responsible Offcial for Lead Agency

The Responsible Official for the
decision is the Regional Forester of the
Eastern Region of the Forest Service.
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Nature of Decision lo be Made

The Regional Forester will decide
whether or not to amend ihe Land and
Resource Management Plan for the
Huron-Manistee National Forests,
through the closure of some or all of the
Semiprimitive Nonmotorized
Management Areas to firearm hunting
and snowmobile use (subject to existing
rights): and the Primitive Area
(NordhouslJ Dunes Wilderness) to
firearm huniing (subject to existing
rights).

Preliminary Issues
We expect issues to include effects on

game species and wildlife management.
effects on vegetation, and changes to the
recreational experience for visitors to
the Semiprimitive Nonmotorized
Managemeni Areas and the Primitive
Area (Nordhouse Dunes Wilderness), as
well as the possible effects of the project
on tourism in the counties affected.

Permits and Lîicnscs Required

The Forest Service is not required to
obl3in any permits or licenses in order
to implemenlthis proposiil.

Scoping Process
This Notice ofIntent initiates the

scoping process, which guides the
development of ile SEIS. The Forest
Service plans to scope for information
by contaciing parsons and orgnnizations
interested or potentially affected by ihe

proposed action through mailngs,
public announcements, and personal
contacts. Comments received on this
notice wil be used to identify the range
of actions, 3lternatives and effects to be
considemd in the SETS.

It is important that respondents
provide their comments at such limes
and in such manner ihat they are useful
to the agency's preparation of the SETS.
Therefore, commenls must be provided
prior to ihe close of the comment period
and should clearly articulate the
respondent's concerns and contentions.
The submission of timely and specifc
comments can affect a respondent's
iibilty to participate in subsequent
administrative appeal or judicial review.

Public meelings wil be held to
answer questions on our process and to
accept written comments. The time and
locations are as follows:

. 1/31111-Hilion Inn Express of

Birch Run, 12150 Dixie Hwy., Birch

Run, MI, from 4-6 p.m.;
. 1/31/11-Huron Shores Ranger

Station, 5761 North Skeel Rd., Oscoda,
MI. from 4-7 p.m.;

. 2/01l11-Hilton Garden Inn, 26000

American Drive, Southfield, MI, from 4-
8 p.m.;

. 2/01/11-Mio Ranger Station, 107

McKinley Rond, Mia, MI, from 4-7 e.m.;
. 2/02/11-Causeway Bay Hotel (Will

be Changing to Best Western), 6820
South Cedar, Lansing, MI, from 4-8
p.m.;

. 2/02/11-Days Inn of Manistee.
1462 US 31 South. Manistee, Mr, from
4-7 p.m.;

. 2/03/11--rowne Plaza, 57000 East
28th St., Grand Rapids, MI. from 4-8
p.m.;

. 2/03/11-Plainfield Township Hall,

885 Eighth Street, Baldwin, MI, from 4-
7 p.m.

Daiad: December 20, 2010.
Barry Paulson,

Foresl Supervisor.
IFR Doc. 2010-32420 fliled 12-27-10; 8;4S amI
OILUNG CODE 341G-ll-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service

Wrangell.Petersburg Resource
Advisory Committee

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Wrangell-Petersburg

Resource Advisory Committee wil meet
in Petersburg. Alaska. The committee is
meeting as authorized under the Secure
Rural Schools and Community Self-
Determination Act (Pub.L 110-343) and
in compliance with the Federal
Advisory Committee Act. The purpose
of the meeting is to review project
proposals and make project funding
recommendations.
DATES: The meeting wil be held Friday,

January 71h from 1 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.,
and on Saturday, Janu3ry 8th from 8

a.m. to noon.
ADDRESSES: The meeting wil be held at

iho Holy Cross House in Petersburg,
Alaska. Written comments should be
sent to Christopher Savage, Petersburg
District Riinger, P.O. Box 1328.
Petersburg, Alaska 99833. or Robert
Dalrymple, Wrangell District Ranger,
P.G. Box 50, Wrangell, AK 99929.
Comments may also be sent via e-mail
to csovogéifs.fed.us, or via facsimile to
907-772-5995.

All comments, including names and
addresses when provided, are placed in
the record and are available for public
inspection and copying. The public may
inspect comments received at the
Petersburg Ranger District offce at12

North Nordic Drive or the Wrangell
Ranger District offce at 525 Bennott
Street during regular oence hours
(Monday through Friday 8 a.m.-4:30
p.m.).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christopher Savage, Petersburg District
Ranger, P.O. Box 1328. Petersburg,
Alaska. 99833, phone (907) 772-3871, e-
mail csovogeffs.fed.us, or Robert
Dalrymple, Wrangell District Ranger,
P.O. Box 51, Wrangell, AK 99929, phone
(907) 874-2323, c-mail
rdolrym pJe€fs .fed. us.

Individuals who use
telecommunication devices for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., Eastern
Standard Time, Monday through Friday.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
meeting is open to the public. The
following business wil be conducted:
Evaluation of project proposals and
recommendation of projects for funding.
Persons who wish to bring related
matters 10 the attention of the
Committee may fie writen statements
with the CommHlee slaffbefore or after
the mciiting. A public inpul session wil
be provided beginning at 9 a.m. on
January 8th.

Dated: Decttmbttr 20, 2010.

Christopher S. Siiviige,
Districl Ranger.
IFR Doc. 2010-32SS6 FilDd 12-27-10; 1I;4S ami
01LUNG CODE 341G-l1-l

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Office of Inspector General

(Docket 10: OIG 909-Nj

Privacy Act 011974; System of
Records

AGENCY: Offce of Inspector General,

HHS.
ACTION: Notice to delete three systems of

records.

SUMMARY: The Offce of Inspector

General (OTG) is deleting from its
existing inventory of record systems
subject to the Privacy Act of 1974, (5
U.S.C. 552a), lls amended.
DATES: This proposed action wil be

effectivii without further notice on
January 27, 2011 unless comments are
received which result in a contrary
determination.
ADDRESSES: You may submit written

comments by iiny of the following
methods:

1. Federal Rulemaking Portal: hlfp:1I
ivw.regularians.gov. Follow the

instrctions for submitting commenls.

2. Mail or Delivery: Offce of Tn spector
General, Department of Health and
Human Services, Attention: OIG 909-N,
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AGENDA ITEM # 10

USFSMOU

C. Huron-Manistee National Forest
Management Plan Review

Information



MIClUGAN
Bay Mills Community

Keweenaw Bny Community

LIe Viel/x Deier1 Band

. MEMBER TRIBES.
WlSCONSIN

Bad River ßand
Lac Courte Oieilles Band

LIc du FJamlJau Band

Red CliflBand

Si. Crob: Chippewa
Solmogon Chippewa

MINNESOTA
rond du lnc Band
Mile lacs Band

GREAT LAKES INDIAN FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION
P. o. Hox. 9. Odanah, WI 54861.7151682.6619. FAX 7151682-9294

December 2, 2010

Memorandum

To: Voigt Intertribal Task Force

From: Ann McCammon Soltis, Director, Division oflntergovenuental Affairs

Re: Huron-Manistee Forest Plan Review

At the direction of the Sixth Circuit Cour of Appeals, the Huron~Manistee National
Forest is conducting additional analysis regarding elements of its revised Forest Plan. The court
found that the Forest Service violated the both the National Forest Management Act and the
National Environrnemal Protection Act (NEPA) during its revision of its Forest Plan, see
attached press release.

In response, the Forest plans to prepare a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement

(SEIS) to address the issues identified by the court. The SEIS wil look particularly at issues
related to gun hunting and snowmobile use in semi-primitive, non-motorized use areas, while
recognizing existing rights. The attached map shows the locations of these areas.

Ken Arbogast and Jim Thompson from the Huron-Manistee are attending today's meeting
to discuss this issue with the Task Force.

Attachments

cc wIatt: Katlu Tierney, Bay MiUs Tribal Attorney

Teny Carrick, Bay Mils Vice Chair



Huron-Manistee National Forests

REVIEW OF
ADDRESS

FOREST PLAN TO
LAWSUITMEISTER

.Jm . .__.____________._ ______
The Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals has reversed a lower court RiliñgiegãrdiliiIJi.eciv-Ts-ea forest plan
of the Huron.Manistee National Forests.

Background
On September 29, 2010, the Six.th Circuit Court of Appeals reversed a favorable District Court ruling in
a case involving the Huron-Manistee National Forest (NF). More specifically, Mr. Kurt Meister, a
Michigan attorney appearing pro se, claimed that the Forest Service failed to comply with several of its
own regulations and one federal statute durng revision of the 2006 Land and Resource Management
Plan (Forest Plan). The issues revolved around Mr. Meister's concerns that the agency favored gun
hunters and snowmobile users over other people participating in quiet, solitary activities. The Appeals
Cour mostly agreed with the Plaintiff, finding violations of the National Forest Management Act
including that estimates of snowmobile and cross-country visitor use were arbitrary, that coordination
was not done with the State of Michigan with the aim of "reducing duplication in meeting recreation
demands," and the rationale for keeping some snowmobile trails open was arbitrary thus not in
compliance with 1982 Planing Rule's mandate to minimize conflcts between off-road vehicles and
other users. The Court also found a violation of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), stating
that the Forest Service had failed to consider an alternative to close Primitive and Semiprimitive.
Nanmotorized (SPNM) areas to gun hunting and snowmobile use. The Cour, rather than immediately
"setting aside" the Plan, ordered the Forest Service to "adopt a plan" to comply with the law within 90
days.

Next Steps The Huron.Manisiee National Forests intend to a prepare a Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement to address the additional analysis of the Forest Plan directed by the Sixth Circuit. The
Supplemental Environmental Impacl Statement wil more fully evaluate the issues of gun hunting and
snowmobile use in the SPNM areas, while recognizing existing rights. The Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement mayor may not result in a proposed amendment to the Forest Plan.

Public involvement wil occur during each phase of the process. At a minimum, the process to consider
a plan amendment includes:

\ Consultation with Native American tribes.

Publish a Notice of Intent in the Federal Register announcing a 45-day comment period.
Analyze the comments received and possibly develop additional Alternatives to respond.
Prepare a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and analyze effects of the

Alternatives.
Public review and comment period on Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement.
Prepare Final Supplemental Environmental Impact StaLement.
Publish a Notice of Decision in the Federal Register.
90-day appeal period.

For more information, contact Keneth Arbogast at (231) 775-5023 or karbogast~fs.fed.us
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USDA-= United States
Department of
Agriculture

Fo.est
Service

Huron-Manistee National Forests

1755 South Mitchell Sf.
Cadilac, MI 49601

231-775-2421 (..oice)
231-775-5551 (fax)
231-775-3183 (TTY)

File Code:
Date:

1920
December 8, 20 I 0

Rebecca Humphres
Director
Michigan Department of Natural Resources and
Environment
P,O. Box 30473
Lansing, MI 48909

;; DEFENDANT'S
ò EXHIBIT

l c
Dear Director Humphries:

The Huron-Manistee National Forests will be preparing a Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement for the 2006 Huron-Manistee Land and Resource Management Plan as a result ofa
decision by the sixth Circuit of the U.S. Court of Appeals. We are anticipating the need to
prepare a recreational assessment of supply and demand for recreational opportunities in
northern lower Michigan for this project. We plan to issue a Notice of Intent to prepare an EIS
in late December.

This letter is the offcial invitation to the Michigan DNR to become a cooperating agency, and
to have a representative or representatives on the interdisciplinary team (lDT). The IDT wil
address and evaluate recreational demand, supply and effects of alteratives on recreationists and
tourism.

Please confirm your paricipation in this process with a formal request for cooperating agency
status and provide the name(s) of your designated IDT members by Januar 3, 201 1. We wil
then draft a Memorandum of Understanding for this project.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. Tfyou have any questions, please contact
me or our litigation coordinator, Lauri Hogeboom, at (23 i) 775-5023, Extensions 8710 or 8744
respectively.

Sincerely,

/s/ Barry Paulson
BARRY PAULSON
Forest Supervisor

cc: leffPullen
Lauri Hogeboom

æ Caring for the Land and Serving People
..

Priled on Recyed Pape ..,
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Mr. Barry Paulson, Forest Supervisor
USDA, Huron-Manistee National Forests
1755 South Mitchell Street
Cadillac, Michigan 49601

~ DEFENDANT'S
, EXHIBIT

l D
Dear Mr. Paulson:

Thank you for your letter of December 8,2010, to Director Rebecca A. Humphries,
Department of Natural Resources and Environment (DNRE), concerning the
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for the 2006 Huron~Manistee Land and
Resource Management Plan, and your invitation to have the Michigan DNRE become a
cooperating agency with representatives on the interdisciplinary team (IDT). Director
Humphries has referred your letter to the DNRE's Forest Management Division (FMD)
for response.

The Huron~Manjstee National Forests are important contributors to the long-term health
of Michigan's natural resources, and to the social and economic wellbeing of Michigan's
citizens and visitors. The forests and its active management benefit tourism and a full
range of recreationists and outdoor enthusiasts. We have identified two DNRE staff
members as representatives on the lOT:

Rex Ainslie, NE NLP Unit Supervisor, Acting NW NLP Unit Supervisor
Wildlife Division
3580 State Park Drive
Bay City, Michigan 48706
989-684-91d1
ai Ilsl ier(âm ich igan.gov

Tom Haxby, Forest Planner
Forest Management Division
8015 Mackinaw Trail
Cadillac, MI 48601
231-775-9727

haxbyt(Wmichigan.gov

CONSTITUTION HALL, 525VVST ALLEGAN STREET. P.O, BOX 30473. LANSING. MICHIGAN 48909.7973
ww,mlchlgan.govldnre'(800)662-9278



Mr. Barry Paulson. Forest Supervisor
Page 2

December 22,2010

If you have any further questions regarding this matler, please contact Ms. Cara
Boucher, State Forester, Forest Management Division, at 517-335-7009; DNRE, PO
Box 30452, Lansing, Michigan 48909-7953; or you may contact me.

Sincerely, ~'
...., (//,. ~ /

/. iil. - T=~--)),,
vrç~~~ ~. B~d, c~i~ì~-~ '.

Forest Management Division
517-373-1246

cc: Mr. Jeff Pullen, Huron-Manistee National Forest

Ms. Lauri Hogeboom, Huron-Manistee National Forest
Director Rebecca A. Humphries, DNRE
Mr. Frank Ruswick, Deputy Director, Stewardship, DNRE
Ms. Mindy Koch, Deputy Director, Resource Management, DNRE
Mr. Russ Mason, DNRE
Ms. Cara Boucher, DNRE
Mr. Rex Ainslie, DNRE
Mr. Tom Haxby, DNRE
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