
BIRDS AS A RESOURCE ON THE SAN LUIS VALLEY PLC
Bird Facts:   There were 48 million “birders” in the U.S. in 2006, representing about 21% of the U.S. population.  As a national resource, there was approximately $36 billion in birding-related trip and equipment expenditures.  Bird-related activities and expenditures resulted in about $82 billion in overall economic output and about $11 billion in revenue through state and federal income taxes.  Approximately 671,000 jobs were created from bird-related activities and expenditures in 2006. Other related bird-facts include:
· In Colorado, at least 25% of the population participates in birding activities. 
· The San Luis Valley is one of the most diverse birding locations in the state, with approximately 328 (67%) of the 487 bird species in the state either passing through or breeding locally.
· These species include 15 R2 Forest Service sensitive species, 10 BLM sensitive species, and 4 documented or potential T&E species.  

· The southwestern willow flycatcher, Gunnison’s sage-grouse, and yellow-billed cuckoo are prominent federally listed species that occur in the San Luis Valley.  However, all of these species have only peripheral potential habitat of Forest lands. 
· In 2000, Congress passed the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act, in part to provide financial resources for bird conservation.  The Act has been funded at $3-5MM annually since 2002.   
· Joint Ventures are another key resource for partnership funding, particularly with wetlands/water birds.  The SLV PLC is located in the Intermountain West Joint Venture. 

· The Colorado Birding Trail includes 4 key birding trails on Forest and/or BLM lands in the San Luis Valley with at least 31 described birding sites.  These “trails” are travel routes with names like the Silver Thread, Wolf Creek, Sandhill Crane, and Blanca Trails.  Examples of birding sites along these trails include Platoro Reservoir, Big Meadows Reservoir, Summitville, Rio Grande Reservoir, Trujillo Meadows, and Conejos Canyon.  See link for more info: http://coloradobirdingtrail.com/the-trails/
· The San Luis Valley PLC currently contains two Important Bird Areas (IBAs) for the State of Colorado - Hot Creek Research Natural Area and Blanca Wetlands.  See link for more info (see Colorado IBAs): http://rockies.audubon.org/important-bird-areas-13
· There are many federal, state, private and international partners involved with bird conservation issues.  Many of these partners work cooperatively under the umbrella of the “Partners-In-Flight” organization.  See link:  http://www.partnersinflight.org/
· There are many opportunities available to enjoy birds locally and to get involved in bird-related conservation activities.  Get out and enjoy the birds!
