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Photo by Dave Bradford

The Dark Canyon Trail #830 follows An-
thracite Creek up through the towering
rock walls of Dark Canyon. In the early
season, waterfalls thunder down from
cliffs and canyons high above the trail.
After passing through the rocky depths of
the canyon, the trail climbs the Devil’s
Staircase to emerge on easier terrain.
Several more miles of gradual climbing
through aspen forests, groves of gambel
oak and open parks bring you up to the
flanks of the Ruby Range and then on to
Horse Ranch Park.

The Dark Canyon Trail is popular and
well maintained. It is the major route
across the southern portion of the
Raggeds Wilderness, but it is rocky in the
canyon with occasional wet spots. Three
narrow foot bridges cross the creek which
becomes a raging river in the spring.
Above the Devil’s Staircase, which is a
series of switchbacks and not as bad as the
name implies, the trail is good. Bands of
sheep summer in the upper area. Dark
Canyon is typically accessible by early
May, but be prepared for ticks and fallen

trees blocking the trail.
TREAD " Re prepared for inclement
PP TR weather at all times.
Familiarize yourself with
the area.

Dark Canyon Trail #830

The Dark Canyon Trail is maintained for foot and
horse travel. Please don’t cut across -

switchbacks or create new trails.

Motors & Machines:

Motorized vehicles and bicycles are not allowed on

the Dark Canyon Trail or e < .
in Wilderness areas.

Drinking Water:
DO NOT drink water directly from a river or
stream. Water needs to be treated first by either

filtering, boiling for at least 10 minutes or

treating with iodine tablets.
Multiple use:

As you use this area you may notice that the
Forest is managed for a broad range of uses.
Recreation use alone includes hiking, horse-
back riding, hunting, snowmobiling and
sightseeing. In addition, the vegetation in the
Forest requires some form of management.
Timber harvest and livestock grazing are
both forms of land management you may en-
counter while using this area. The livestock
grazing on this area is managed in a very
progressive and specific manner. The fences
and gates that you may see are critical to
managing the livestock and meeting the re-
source objectives that are planned for this
area. Please close all gates that you open as
you travel through the area. Controlling the
livestock in the manner that we have planned
is important.

3, If you encounter sheep during your visit,
approach them with respect & caution. Guard
dogs are used to protect the sheep from preda-
tors. Try to pass a fair distance from the sheep.
If you have a dog, keep it restrained. If approached by a
guard dog remain calm, tell the dog “Go back” in a firm
authoritative voice. If you do not appear as a threat to the
sheep, the dogs will just watch as you pass.

Don't forget your cameral w

Dark Canyon Trail
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Length 13.8 Miles
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For any questions or comments please contact:
Paonia Ranger District

403 N. Rio Grande Ave., P.O. Box 1030

Paonia, CO 81428

Phone: (970) 527-4131  Fax: (970) 527-4151 or
E-Mail: Ibroyles@fs.fed.us or vullrey @fs.fed.us




Dark Canyon Trail #830

Trail Beginning:: Trail Head at Erick-
son Springs Campground.

Trail Ending:: Horse Ranch Park
Access #I: End of Erickson Springs
Campground road North of Kebler Pass
Road, County Road 12.

Access #2: North side of Horse Ranch
Park near the top of Kebler Pass Road,
County Road 12.

Use: Foot and Horse

Recommended Seasons:

Spring I Summer I Fall I ‘Winter

USGS quad maps: Paonia Reservoir,
Marcellina Mountain and Anthracite
Range

Elevation Profile:

z sed
Campin
Dispersed camp-
ing is permitted
in most areas of
the Forest. Rec-
reation maps are
available at all
local Forest Ser-
vice offices and
personnel can
answer questions
on specific sites.
Camping in unde-
veloped areas re-
quires more from
the camper to
help keep the site
in the condition
in which it was
found. Ifyou
Pack it in-Pack it
out!
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Total Distance 13.8 Miles
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Fire Safety: L e e
Check in with your local Forest :: .T,'.:.Z:'.,“m&“ rl:o":;e Surfuoes
Service office to see if fire bans 1‘ mv:mm

are in effect. B ¢ Other Visitors
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an
individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA;s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice & TDD). To file a
complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider & employer.



