
R2 Sensitive Species (SS)  

Recommendations and Evaluations 

Common Name: Bluehead Sucker 

Scientific Name: Catostomus discobolus 

Recommendation: R2 Sensitive Species (SS) 

Recommendation Rationale:  

Although population as a whole is considered stable, its "big river" habitat will 
continue to be threatened by water development and cooling water temperatures, 
small stream habitat by habitat degradation and water diversions. Also, it is very 
susceptible to competition and predation by non natives. The issues, problems, 
concerns are largely the same as for Flannelmouth. They are, apparently, 
somewhat more common than flannelmouth. Still, they are a species of special 
concern in Colorado and are vulnerable to the same habitat degrading and 
fragmenting factors of hydrological modification as for flannelmouth. Because 
that trend remains negative, the bluehead should probably be considered as an 
indicator and victim of human alteration of big river aquatic environments. Should 
be treated as flannelmouth - therefore add to list. 


