
Not R2 Sensitive Species 
Consider for Other Emphasis Species 

Recommendations and Evaluations  

Common Name: Blacknose Shiner 

Scientific Name: Notropis heterolepis 

Recommendation: Not R2 SS, but should be considered for other Emphasis 
Species Lists 

Recommendation Rationale: 

This species has a wide distribution across the eastern U.S. and Canada, but is 
declining or extirpated across most of the southern part of its range.  Threats 
include land alterations that result in turbidity, siltation, and loss of aquatic 
vegetation.   This species typically inhabits cool weedy creeks, small rivers, and 
lakes, usually over sand; tolerant of oxygen depletion in winterkill lakes.   

R2 appears to be on the extreme western periphery of the range of this species.  
Historically, the species was recorded from Chadron Creek near  the Nebraska 
NF (Johnson, 1942).  In South Dakota, it is unlikely to occur on NFS lands 
(Backlund, 2001, pers. comm.)  Because it does not appear to occur on NFS 
lands, and trends in R2 are uncertain, Sensitive Species status is not justified.  If 
the species is documented on NFS lands, it should be evaluated as a potential 
species of local concern.  

 


