
Region 2 Not of Concern List 
 

Arkansas River Speckled Chub (Macrhybopsis aestivalis tetranemus) Note:  
Change status to “…not of concern”] 
 
Recommendation Rationale: Not R2 Sensitive Species and not of Concern 
 
May be downstream of NFS lands in R2 in NE. Formerly found in Colorado but now 
believed extirpated. In Cimarron River, KS, below Cimarron NG where permanent flow 
occurs.  No records are known of this species occurring on either the Comanche or 
Cimarron NG’s.  Intensive inventories of plains fishes in the Arkansas River drainage, 
including the Comanche NG, were undertaken in 1980-81, with no evidence of the 
speckled chub or other darters occurring on the grasslands.  This is species of large 
streams and rivers, adapted to feeding on the sandy substrates in murky water.  Dave 
Winters, R2 Regional Aquatic Ecologist has participated in these investigations and 
states that suitable habitat conditions do not exist on NFS lands to support this species.  
Therefore, while this species, like many other plains fish species, is in trouble, there is 
no known conservation potential on NFS lands.  
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