
REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 
 
Species:  Ottoe (Prairie) skipper (Hesperia ottoe) 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

B The species occurs in all states of Region 2, although it is only a migratory transient in 
Wyoming. 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

•  

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

C Occurs in southern Michigan, Illinois, and Wisconsin, and from western Minnesota 
west to eastern Montana and south to Texas and Colorado (Opler and Krisek, 1984, 
Opler, 1998, Opler 1999). 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

•  

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

B This skipper is fairly mobile. Selby's intensive 1992 mark-recapture study showed that 
this species moved throughout prairie patches, and also as much as 1,774 m between 
prairie ridgetops separated by forested slopes and valleys. Dana (1991) also found 
that Ottoe skippers moved throughout his 63 ha study area. 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

•  

4 
Abundance in 

R2 

D There are no abundance data for this species in Region 2.  However, populations are 
small and localized, but can go from rare to common in one year since females can lay 
up to 100 eggs. 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

•  

5 
Population 
Trend in R2 

D In Michigan, over the last 20 years the populations have declined as the amount and 
quality of available habitat have declined. Populations in Illinois and Iowa are thought 
to be stable. Good populations exist throughout Loess Hill counties in western Iowa 
and some populations exist in counties north of Loess Hills.  However, there is no 
information on population trends in the Great Plains.  Populations generally small and 
localized; not a common species throughout its range. Range now fragmented and in 
many parts colonization may thus be precluded. Often on prairie preserves with non-
optimal fire programs. Probably not secure at least long term, but there is doubt about 
this. Not imminently imperiled now.  The species is viewed as imperiled in South 
Dakota, Colorado, and Kansas, and vulnerable in Nebraska. 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• www.natureserve.org 



 
Species:  Ottoe (Prairie) skipper (Hesperia ottoe) 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 

A No specific data on habitat trends, although prairie habitats continue to degrade 
across the Great Plains.   
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

•  
 

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability 
or 

Modification 

B The elimination or degradation of prairie habitat seems to be the greatest threat to this 
butterfly. In addition to outright conversion of habitat, primarily to agricultural 
croplands, habitat can be degraded for this species by fire-suppression or other 
management (ie. over grazing) that results in few flowering forbs. The species is also 
vulnerable to management that removes nectar sources during the flight period from 
mid-June to early August (e.g., mowing or grazing), or vegetation during the larval leaf-
shelter phase in mid-late summer (mowing, grazing or fire). It can also be negatively 
impacted by overly extensive or excessively frequent fires which in most cases will kill 
some to all larvae in the burn area. 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• www.natureserve.org 

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

D  
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

•  

Initial Evaluator(s):  John Sidle 
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National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY(L)1 to occur:   
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Arapaho-Roosevelt NF  L Cimmaron NG  L Samuel R.McKelvie NF  L Black Hills NF  L Shoshone NF   
White River NF      Halsey NF  L Buffalo Gap NG   Bighorn NF   
Routt NF      Nebraska NF  L Ft. Pierre NG   Black Hills NF   
Grand Mesa, 
Uncompahgre, 
Gunnison NF 

     Ogalala NG  L    Medicine Bow NF   

San Juan NF            Thunder Basin NG   
Rio Grande NF               
Pike-San Isabel NF               
Comanche NG   L             
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