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	United States

Department of

Agriculture
	Forest

Service
	George Washington & Jefferson

National Forests
	5162 Valleypointe Parkway

Roanoke, VA  24019-3050

540/265-5100



	File Code:
	1920

	Date:
	April 15, 2011


Dear Planning Participant:
We have issued the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Revised Land and Resource Management Plan for the George Washington National Forest. We have posted copies of these documents and maps on our website (http://www.fs.fed.us/r8/gwj).  These documents are also available for viewing at all of our Ranger District Offices and the Supervisor’s Office. You may also request a compact disc or hard copy of any of these documents.

We appreciate all of your efforts in helping us develop various options for managing the GWNF.  We are now requesting your review and comment on our analysis and on the direction for the preferred alternative contained in the Draft Forest Plan.  The issuance of the draft documents is not an endpoint; it is an opportunity to see how well we have addressed your issues and those of everyone else who has been involved in the process.  Your comments will help us improve the analysis and modify the Draft Forest Plan to assure that we are adequately considering all of the issues.

The comment period will last 90 days beginning the day the Notice of Availability is published in the Federal Register. This will likely be about 4-7 days after you receive this letter. I will put the date on our website after publication. You should send your comments to:

George Washington National Forest

Forest Plan Revision

5162 Valleypointe Parkway

Roanoke, VA  24019
Comments can be emailed to: comments-southern-georgewashington-jefferson@fs.fed.us
During the comment period we will host workshops at several locations around the Forest where we can continue our discussions on revising the Forest Plan.  The schedule will be posted on our website.  

Once the comment period is over, we will review and respond to the comments and then prepare a Final Environmental Impact Statement and Final Forest Plan.  We expect to have these completed by December, 2011

If you have any questions, please call Karen Overcash at 540-265-5175.

Sincerely,

	

	 /s/ Maureen T. Hyzer

	MAUREEN T. HYZER

	Forest Supervisor
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