ATTACHMENT SS2


REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM
	Species: (Sphagnum platyphyllum/Sphagnum moss)

	Criteria
	Rank
	Rationale
	Literature Citations

	1

Distribution within R2
	A
	This taxon is known from Colorado and Wyoming. In Colorado, it is known from Eagle, Grand, Jackson, San Juan and Summit.  [Vouchers at CU Herbarium: 2 Eagle Co, 1 Grand Co, 1 Jackson Co, 1 Summit Co; vouchers at WRNF Supervisor’s Office: 4 Summit Co].
Status: G5; CO SNR
Confidence in Rank High 
	· FNA 2010+

· Univ. of Colorado Herbarium
· Weber and Wittman 2007

· Rocky Mtn Herbarium

	2

Distribution outside R2
	B
	Typically growing in minerotrophic habitats such as shores of lakes, ponds, streams, flanks of string mires, margins of open fens, especially seasonally flooded sites in the following areas: Alta., B.C., Man., N.B., Nfld., Ont., Que., Yukon; Ariz., Cal., Conn., Ind., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., Mont., N.H., N.J., N.Y., Ohio, Ore., Vt., Wis., South America; Eurasia.
Confidence in Rank High
	· Andrus 1976
· FNA 2010+  

	3

Dispersal Capability
	A
	Sporophytes are uncommon. Sexual condition dioicous.  Because this species is unisexual and rarely produces sporophytes long-distance dispersal and recolonization is thought to be unlikely.  Any dispersal would need to occur between suitable habitats which are rare on the landscape in R2.
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low
	· FNA 2010+

	4

Abundance in R2
	D
	Abundance is unknown.
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low
	· 

	5

Population Trend in R2
	D
	No trend established.
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low
	· 

	6

Habitat Trend in R2
	A
	In Colorado peat-mining, draining of fens, changes in hydrology,

and the increase in motorized vehicle use have decreased the

number and quality of fens.
Confidence in Rank High 
	· Austin 2007

· Cooper et al. 1998



	7

Habitat Vulnerability or Modification
	A
	Only 0.1% of Colorado are peatlands. Sphagnum platyphyllum

habitat is vulnerable to mining, peat-mining, construction of

ditches, changes in hydrology, non-point pollution, alterations in

water chemistry, and off-road motorized vehicle use. On federal

lands location of populations are in multiple use management

areas with very little protection. These habitats do not recover

easily after disturbance. Significant man-caused disturbance is

considered irreversible and has not been found capable of

restoration.
Confidence in Rank High 
	· Austin 2007
· Cooper 1990
· Cooper 1994
· Cooper 1998
· Cooper 2000

	8

Life History and Demographics
	A
	Sporophytes are uncommon in Sphagnum platyphyllum, which can be quite variable in size and development of branch fascicles.  Capsules mature late spring to early summer.  This species has a dioicous sexual condition.  It can be differentiated from other members of the genus Sphagnum by large stem leaves that are spreading and easily visible because of the scarcity of hanging branches.
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low
	· FNA 2010+

	Evaluator(s): 

Bernadette Kuhn, West Slope Botanist, Colorado Natural Heritage Program, Fort Collins, Colorado 
Rick McNeill, Botanist, White River National Forest, Minturn, CO

John Proctor, Botanist, White River National Forest, Glenwood Springs, CO


	Date:  11/01/10


National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY (L)
 to occur:  

	Species Name: 

	Colorado NF/NG
	Known
	Likely
	Kansas NF/NG 
	Known
	Likely
	Nebraska NF/NG 
	Known
	Likely
	South Dakota NF/NG
	Known
	Likely
	Wyoming NF/NG
	Known
	Likely

	Arapaho-Roosevelt NF
	
	x
	Cimarron NG
	
	
	Samuel R.McKelvie NF
	
	
	Black Hills NF
	
	
	Shoshone NF
	
	

	White River NF
	x
	
	
	
	
	Halsey NF
	
	
	Buffalo Gap NG
	
	
	Bighorn NF
	
	

	Routt NF
	
	
	
	
	
	Nebraska NF
	
	
	Ft. Pierre NG
	
	
	Black Hills NF
	
	

	Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, Gunnison NF
	
	x
	
	
	
	Ogalala NG
	
	
	
	
	
	Medicine Bow NF
	
	x

	San Juan NF
	x
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Thunder Basin NG
	
	

	Rio Grande NF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pike-San Isabel NF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comanche NG 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pawnee NG
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


� Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland.  This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or greater of appearing on NFS lands.
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