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	Picoides dorsalis
	American Three-toed Woodpecker
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	Sensitive Species Recommendation                (Please check 1 box below)

	

	
	R2 Sensitive Species (SS)
	X
	Not R2 SS, but should be considered for other Emphasis Species Lists

	

	
	Not R2 SS and Not of Concern Now
	
	Insufficient Information Available to make a recommendation

	

	Recommendation Rationale

	This woodpecker is among the most specialized predators of bark beetles in the spruce and lodgepole pine forests.  The American Three-toed Woodpecker (ATTW) was added to the Region 2 Sensitive Species list in 2003 based primarily on concerns related to habitat vulnerability and presumed population declines resulting from timber management, forest pest management, and lack of fire. The current proposal is to remove ATTW from the sensitive species list due to short-term population response to the ongoing bark beetle epidemic affecting lodgepole pine forests, followed by a likely return to endemic levels.  There is concern that the spruce beetle outbreak in Region 2 could have long-term, negative impacts on ATTW population status.  Overall, however, the species is widely distributed within and outside of the Region, and is highly mobile and adapted to exploiting temporally dynamic forest insect populations.  Due to some uncertainty related to the long-term effects of the ongoing combined forest insect epidemics impacting spruce-fir and lodgepole pine forests, Forests should consider this species for inclusion on Other Emphasis species lists.  
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