
R2 Individual Species Recommendations

	TAXON
	Scientific Name
	Common Name

	AB
	Leucosticte australis
	Brown-capped rosy finch

	

	FWS
	FS
	BLM

	
	
	

	

	GRank
	CO S Rank
	WY S Rank
	SD S Rank
	NE S Rank
	KS S Rank

	G4
	S3BS4
	S1
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	WY Status
	SD Status
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	KS Status

	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	IUCN
	PIF – Area Importance
	PIF – Population Trend
	

	Least concern
	
	
	

	

	FS Experts assigned Species Evaluation
	Non-NFS Experts assigned Species Evaluations

	
	

	

	Sensitive Species Recommendation                (Please check 1 box below)

	

	
	R2 Sensitive Species (SS)
	X
	Not R2 SS, but should be considered for other Emphasis Species Lists

	

	
	Not R2 SS and Not of Concern Now
	
	Insufficient Information Available to make a recommendation

	

	Recommendation Rationale

	Breeding habitat of the Brown-capped rosy finch is limited to cliffs, caves, and rock crevices in alpine and tundra habitats of the southern Rocky Mountains.  During the breeding season, the species generally forages on insects and seeds associated with melting snow fields.  The species is an elevational migrant and typically moves to lower elevation habitats during winter months though flocks will make forays into higher elevations when conditions are favorable and foraging resources are exposed by wind.  The population has been monitored during the breeding season by the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory, though data have not been available to estimate population density since 2005 due to insufficient sampling.  Wintering population surveys have been limited / unreliable due to nomadic winter flock movements.  The primary threat to the species is due to climate change impacts of higher temperatures in alpine tundra habitat and associated changes in hydrologic regime and plant community dynamics.  The agency currently has limited ability to influence the climate change factors presumably of greatest potential impact to the population.  If, however, additional threats are identified that the agency has more direct capacity to manage (e.g., grazing impacts, invasive species impacts), sensitive species status may be warranted in the future.  



	The brown-capped rosy finch is one of several species likely to be negatively influenced by climate change.  Although the agency has relatively limited opportunity to directly influence climate change impacts, efforts should be made to better understand potential stressors, in both breeding and wintering areas, that can be influenced through agency policy and management.

Recommendation:  do not add to Sensitive Species list at this time.  
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