Crater Lake Trail begins at the
parking lot on the north end of
Overland Reservoir. It follows
Q the shoreline of the reservoir
for approximately one mile then
turns and parallels Cow Creek
through a large open area

known as Elk Park. It is al-
most entirely in the open, offer-

N ing wide open views. However,

Py | it is not well marked and can be

confusing in the spring when
the vegetation has overgrown
the trail. It eventually crosses
Cow Creek, which can be a dif-
ficult crossing during spring
run off but improves in late
summer. After crossing the
creek the trail enters spruce/fir
forest until it reaches Crater
Lake. Mosquitoes can be very
thick until late in the summer.
The weather can change
quickly and dramatically in this
area, with thunderstorms oc-
curring most afternoons in the
late summer—be prepared. In
the evening and early morning
elk and deer can be seen graz-

ing in the open park.
Don't forget your cameral! w
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The Crater Lake Trail is maintained for foot, horse,
bicycle and snowmobile travel.

Please don’t cut across . i
switchbacks or create new
trails.

Motors & Machines:
Motorized vehicles are not allowed on the Crater Lake
Trail with the exception of

e ANE 3
snowmobiles during the winter ; .
season. e éﬁ% v'o

Drinking Water:

DO NOT drink water directly from a river or
stream. Water needs to be treated first by either
filtering, boiling for at least 10 minutes or
treating with iodine tablets. \-:-l

Multiple use:
As you use this area you may notice that the For-
est is managed for a broad range of uses. Rec-
reation use alone includes hiking, horseback
riding, hunting, snowmobiling and sightseeing.
In addition, the vegetation in the Forest re-
quires some form of management. Timber har-
vest and livestock grazing are both forms of
land management you may encounter while us-
ing this area. The livestock grazing on this area
is managed in a very progressive and specific
manner. The fences and gates that you may see
are critical to managing the livestock and meet-
ing the resource objectives that are planned for
this area. Please close all gates that you open as
you travel through the area. Controlling the
livestock in the manner that we have planned is
important.

TREAD
LIGHTLY! -

Be prepared for inclement
vgeather at all times.

Familiarize yourself with the
area.

Crater Lake Trail
#800

Length 2.5 Miles

Crater Lake

Photo by Anne Williams Paonia R.D.
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For any questions or comments please contact:
Paonia Ranger District

403 N. Rio Grande Ave., P.O. Box 1030
Paonia, CO S1428 9
L]

Phone: (970) 527-4131 Fax: (970) 527-4151 or
E-Mail: Ibroyles@fs.fed.us or vullrey @fs.fed.us




Crater Lake Trail #800

Trail Beginning:: Overland Res-

ervoir.

Dispersed Camping
Dispersed camping is
permitted in most ar-
Trail Ending:: Crater Lake. cas (.)fthe Forest. Re.c-

reation maps are avail-
able at all local Forest
Service offices and
personnel can answer | 5
questions on specific |S
sites. Camping in un-
developed areas re-
quires more from the
camper to help keep
the site in the condi-
tion in which it was

Access : Follow Steven’s Gulch
Road #701 to Forest Road #705
to the north end of Overland Reser-
voir.
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Use: Foot, Horse, Bicycle and
Snowmobile

Recommended Seasons:
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an

individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA;s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice & TDD). To file a
complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider & employer.



