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Roan Ecosystem Assessment 
_Forest Resource, Forest Health, Old Growth, Vegetation Management 

 
2004 Revised Plan Goals & 

Objectives 
Existing Condition Opportunities Possible Management 

Practices 
NEPA Path 

OBJECTIVE 15.02

 

  Control 
nonnative and unwanted native 
species, where they threaten 
TES elements, ecological 
integrity of communities, or 
habitats created for demand 
species.  

Nonnative species exist 
throughout the project 
area in varying amounts. 

Use herbicide to reduce 
occurrences of nonnative 
invasives already occurring 
or introduced through other 
project activities. 

Treat nonnative invasive 
species along roads and 
previous project areas, 
(Wildlife openings, 
regeneration areas)  
 
Determine additional 
area for herbicide use 
based on future projects. 

NNIS EA  
 
 
 
 
 
EA 

OBJECTIVE 16.01   Map 
patches as discovered, of old 
growth identified during stand 
examination.  Complete field 
verification of possible existing 
old growth areas in our current 
inventory. 

Preliminary data shows 
twenty-seven stands with 
the minimum age to qualify 
as old growth.  Fourteen of 
these are in Prescription 
Areas suitable for timber 
management. 

Verify if Existing Old 
Growth exists 
 
 

Designate and Map 
Existing Old growth 
 
 

Administrative 

OBJECTIVE 17.01   Restore at 
least 5000 acres of diverse 
native communities appropriate 
to sites currently occupied by 
white pine plantations. 
 
(From 5-year order of entry 
plan, Roan should provide 34.7 
acres to this objective.)   

Preliminary data shows 63 
acres in white pine and 
white pine/hardwood 
stands under 50 years old.  
63 acres of this are in 
stands suitable for 
commercial timber 
harvest. 
 
There are no acres of 
White pine stands under 
15 years old  

Verify stocking in stands 
and encourage diversity of 
species by favoring mast 
trees in all release 
treatments for stands less 
than 15 years old and 
commercial thinnings in 
older stands. 
 

Defer stands older than 
15 years until a 
commercial thinning is 
feasible. 

DM or EA 
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2004 Revised Plan Goals & 
Objectives 

Existing Condition Opportunities Possible Management 
Practices 

NEPA Path 

OBJECTIVE 17.02   Restore 
oak or oak-pine forests on at 
least 9,000 acres of appropriate 
sites currently occupied by pine 
plantations or other sites with 
minimal diversity  
 
(From 5-year order of entry 
plan, Roan should provide 0.0 
acres to this objective) 

Preliminary data shows 63 
acres in white pine and 
white pine/hardwood 
stands under 50 years old.  
63 acres of this are in 
stands suitable for 
commercial timber 
harvest. 
 
There are no acres of 
White pine stands under 
15 years old  

Verify stocking in these 
stands and encourage oaks 
in all release treatments for 
stands less than 15 years 
old and commercial 
thinnings in older stands. 

Defer stands older than 
15 years until a 
commercial thinning is 
feasible.. 

DM or EA 

OBJECTIVE 17.03   Restore at 
least 10,000 acres of 
shortleaf/pitch/table-mountain 
pine forests.  
 
 (From 5-year order of entry 
plan, Roan should provide 0.0 
acres to this objective.)   

Preliminary data shows 50 
acres in shortleaf pine, 
Pitch pine, and Table-
mountain pine dominated 
cover types.  Southern 
Pine beetle has reduced 
these acreages 

Limited opportunities to 
utilize prescribed burning to 
reduce hardwood 
competition and provide for 
yellow pine regeneration, 
due to private land 
interface. 

  

OBJECTIVE 17.08

 

   Thin an 
average of at least 100 acres 
per year of shortleaf/pitch pine 
forest in an effort to maintain a 
target basal area of 
approximately 60-80 square 
feet per acre. 

(From 5-year order of entry 
plan, Roan should provide 0.0 
acres to this objective.)   

Preliminary data shows 50 
acres in shortleaf pine, 
Pitch pine, and Table-
mountain pine dominated 
cover types.  Southern 
Pine beetle has reduced 
these acreages. 

All of the yellow pine types 
are in lands unsuitable for 
commercial timber harvest.   
Limited opportunities to 
utilize prescribed burning to 
reduce stocking of 
encroaching hardwood 
competition and reduce 
basal areas.   
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2004 Revised Plan Goals & 
Objectives 

Existing Condition Opportunities Possible Management 
Practices 

NEPA Path 

OBJECTIVE 18.01

 

  Encourage 
reintroduction of extirpated or 
declining native species when 
technologically feasible.  These 
species include, but are not 
limited to, American chestnut, 
butternut, hemlock, dogwood, 
Fraser fir, and red spruce.   
Develop partnerships with 
universities, groups and other 
agencies to facilitate 
reintroduction of native species.  

Chestnut is missing.  
Hemlock is currently dying 
out as a result of Hemlock 
Wooly Adelgid. 
 
 
George Creek Hemlock 
Conservation Area was 
last treated in 2008.  Moffit 
Laurel Conservation Area 
was last treated in 2009. 

Reintroduce Blight-resistant 
Chestnut as if becomes 
available when planting 
stock is required. 
   
 
Continue insecticide 
applications to combat 
Adelgid.   

Plant Blight-resistant 
Chestnut with appropriate 
herbicide site-preparation 
and release activities.  
Plant mast producing 
oaks if chestnut is not 
available; to meet 
OBJECTIVE 18.02 

EA 

OBJECTIVE 18.02

 

  Promote 
the health of susceptible forest 
communities by maintaining a 
site-specific Basal Area that 
promotes tree vigor.   
Encourage advanced 
regeneration of oak species.  

Oak is generally not being 
replaced in maturing 
stands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are 108 acres of 
Stands under 10 years old 
on suitable acreage 

Control midstory species to 
encourage advanced oak 
regeneration. 
 
Pre-harvest site preparation 
with herbicides to reduce 
competition to regenerating 
oaks 
 
Reduce understory 
competition through the use 
of prescribed burning 
 
 
 
 
 
Release oaks from 
competition in regenerated 
stands 

Control midstory in 
mature stands that are 
not regenerated. 
 
Preharvest site 
preparation on all stands 
regenerated for early 
successional habitat. 
 
Prescribe burn to reduce 
undesirable understory 
competition 
 
 
 
 
 
Mast Tree Release 
before age 15 on on all 
stands regenerated. 

EA or DM 
 
 
 
 
EA 
 
 
 
EA 
 
 
 
 
DM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EA or DM 
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2004 Revised Plan Goals & 
Objectives 

Existing Condition Opportunities Possible Management 
Practices 

NEPA Path 

OBJECTIVE 19.01

 

  Provide 
33,726 MCF of sawtimber per 
decade.  

(From 5-year order of entry 
plan, Roan should contribute 
4,405.5 ccf to this objective.)   
 

No sawtimber provided Utilize commercial timber 
harvest to accomplish early 
successional habitat forest 
health needs and provide 
sawtimber. 

Provide sawtimber as a 
byproduct of other 
activities. 

EA 

OBJECTIVE 19.02

 

  Provide 
6,242 MCF of pulpwood per 
decade. 

(From 5-year order of entry 
plan, Roan should contribute 
815.0 ccf to this objective.)   
 

No pulpwood provided Utilize commercial timber 
harvest to accomplish early 
successional habitat forest 
health needs and provide 
pulpwood if there is a 
market for it. 

Provide pulpwood as a 
byproduct of other 
activities. 

EA 

OBJECTIVE 8.A.1

 

  Manage 
forest successional stages to 
maintain a minimum of 50 
percent of the forested acres in 
mid- to late-successional forest, 
including old growth; a 
minimum of 20 percent of 
forested acres in late-
successional forest, including 
old growth; and four to 10 
percent in early-successional 
forest.  

Preliminary FSVEG data 
shows that mid-to late-
successional forest and 
late successional forest is 
well represented in 
Prescription Area 8.A.1. 
 
No existing Old Growth is 
known to occur (See 
Objective 16.01) 
 
Early successional forest 
is below four percent. 

Verify acreages and 
successional stages in 
Prescription Area 8.A.1 
through field checks and 
GIS mapping.  Determine 
amount of suitable acreage 
available to create early 
successional habitat with 
commercial timber harvest. 

Utilize commercial timber 
harvest to create up to 10 
percent early 
successional forest on 
suitable acres in 
Prescription Area 8.A.1.  
 
There are about 5142 
suitable acres.  Four 
percent is 206 acres and 
10 percent is 514 acres. 

EA 
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