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Roan Mountain Watershed Assessment 
Recreation Opportunities 

 
2004 Revised Plan Goals & 

Objectives 
Existing Condition Opportunities Possible Management 

Practices 
NEPA Path 

Goal 26 - 28:  Enhance public 
understanding and appreciation of 
CNF’s natural/cultural resources 
and management; provide Forest 
audiences with the foundation of 
knowledge needed to become 
informed participants in public 
lands resource management; 
forge connections between people 
and their natural/cultural heritage 
 

Currently there are info 
boards at Roan Mountain 
State Park, Twin Springs 
Picnic Area, Carver’s Gap 
and Rhododendron 
Gardens. 
 

Use existing system of 
information boards to 
provide information about 
Roan Mtn. Recreation 
Zone, including way-finding 
and other opportunities in 
the area 

Develop new portal 
information for Twin 
Springs. 
 
Update information on the 
boards on a regular 
basis.    
 

Administrative 

     

 The old road connecting 
the town of Roan Mountain 
to the Cloudland Hotel still 
exists. 

Continue to maintain the 
existing road as a trail, 
construct the connector trail 
and interpret the trail. 

Provide info on a kiosk 
interpreting the historic 
Cloudland Hotel and the 
Hack Line Road.  
 
 
 

Administrative 
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2004 Revised Plan Goals & 
Objectives 

Existing Condition Opportunities Possible Management 
Practices 

NEPA Path 

Goal 29:  Encourage cooperation 
and partnerships to achieve CNF’s 
interpretive and educational 
mission 
 

Appalachian Trail 
Conservancy (ATC) and 
Tennessee Eastman 
Hiking Club (TEHC) are 
active partners concerning 
information on the AT. 

Continue and enhance the 
existing partnership. 
 

Partner with the ATC in 
their Trail to Every 
Classroom Program; 
a place-based 
professional development 
workshop series 
connecting communities 
along the Appalachian 
Trail to promote resource 
stewardship, recreation, 
and community 
engagement. 

Administrative 

 Southern Appalachian 
Highlands Conservancy. 

Continue and enhance the 
existing partnership. 

Interpret the bald 
management activities 
that occur on Round 
Bald. 
 
Educate visitors to the 
sensitivity of the Roan 
Mtn. vegetation.   
 

Administrative 

 Tennessee Department of 
Environment and 
Conservation manages the 
Hampton Creek State 
Natural Area.   

Continue and enhance the 
partnership.   

Educate visitors about the 
Hampton Creek State 
Natural Area. 

Administrative 

 Sycamore Shoals State 
Park and Roan Mtn. State 
Park. 

Develop a partnership to 
interpret the Overmountain 
Men.   

Educate visitors about the 
Overmountain Victory 
National Historic Trail 
located in the Hampton 
Creek State Natural Area 
and the route the 
Overmountain Men took 
to King’s Mountain.   

Administrative 
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2004 Revised Plan Goals & 
Objectives 

Existing Condition Opportunities Possible Management 
Practices 

NEPA Path 

Goal 30:  Provide a spectrum of 
high-quality nature-based  
recreation settings and 
opportunities 
 

Twin Springs is an existing 
picnic site located along 
TN Highway 143.  It is 
currently in poor condition 
and needs rehabilitated.   
 

Rehabilitate the area to 
create an accessible, 
attractive picnicking site 
complementing that niche 
in the Roan Mountain 
Recreation Zone.   
 
 
 
 
 

Rehabilitate the existing 
recreation area, including 
providing for a new CXT 
in a different location.   
 
Rehabilitate to Forest 
Service accessibility 
standards.   
 
Develop this location as a 
trailhead for the Hack 
Line Road Connector 
Trail.   
 
Bring the information 
board up to standard.  
 
  

Administrative 

     

 Carver’s Gap Trailhead 
Parking Area.  

Provide for a safe and 
clean trailhead parking area 
for the large number of 
visitors who use this area.  

Replace the existing vault 
toilet with a new CXT.  
(Scheduled for 2010.   
 
Construct a new 
information board and 
install pertinent 
information. 
 
Develop a partnership 
with a group to monitor 
and maintain the area on 
a regular basis. 
 
 

Administrative 
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2004 Revised Plan Goals & 
Objectives 

Existing Condition Opportunities Possible Management 
Practices 

NEPA Path 

Goal 31:  Enhance the following 
opportunities: sightseeing, hunting, 
driving for pleasure, wildlife 
viewing/nature study, day-use and 
group facilities, designated OHV 
routes, interpretation and 
conservation education. 
 

Visitors often drive to the 
top of Carver’s Gap and 
find the road to the 
Rhododendron Gardens is 
closed.   

Notify people in advance 
about the Rhododendron 
Gardens being closed.   

 
Develop and install a 
“Gardens Closed” sign at 
an appropriate location 
along the way, i.e. as you 
exit Roan Mountain State 
Park for Burbank and Elk 
Mills in North Carolina.   
 

Administrative 

 Roan Massif’s high- 
elevation balds, Ripshin 
Ridge’s rock outcrops, 
Ingram Branch, Hampton 
Creek State Natural Area, 
Roan Mtn. State Park and 
Pisgah National Forest’s 
rhododendron gardens and 
Twin Springs picnic area 
provide a number of areas 
for nature viewing.   

Educate visitors where to 
find these areas. 
 
 
 
 
Educate visitors about the 
importance of these Unique 
and Rare community areas 
and their role in protecting 
them.   
 

Develop a map of Roan 
Mtn. Recreation Zone 
with Nature Viewing 
Areas highlighted. 
 
 
Place interpretive 
information on the 
Existing information 
boards. 
 
Direct visitors to 
programs and information 
developed by the 
Tennessee Department 
of Environment and 
Conservation.   

Administrative 

 Pavilions are available for 
group picnicking at Roan 
Mtn. State Park and Twin 
Springs Recreation Area. 

Make the public aware 
these facilities exist.  

Promote the pavilions at 
the ranger offices and 
existing information 
boards. 

Administrative 
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2004 Revised Plan Goals & 
Objectives 

Existing Condition Opportunities Possible Management 
Practices 

NEPA Path 

 Camping is available at 
Roan Mtn. State Park. 

30 cabins are available on 
a reservation basis. 
 
There are 107 campsites 
available on a first come 
first serve basis.  Eighty-
seven sites are for RV‘s 
and have electricity and 
water.  Twenty are tent 
sites only. 
 

Promote the pavilions at 
the ranger offices and 
existing information 
boards. 

Administrative 

    
 
 

 

Goals 32 and 33: Develop 
enhance and maintain systems of 
non-motorized and motorized trails 
within the capabilities of the land 
and appropriate to the desired 
ROS class.  Emphasize 
opportunities to create networks 
and loops for new trail 
construction. 

Twenty-five miles of the 
Appalachian Trail (AT) 
from the Apple House 
Shelter to Iron Mountain 
Gap are located along the 
east and southern border 
of the assessment area.    
 

Continue to partner with 
TEHC on maintaining the 
AT. 

 Administrative 

 There are three locations 
to access the AT—Iron 
Mountain Gap, Carvers 
Gap and the Intersection of 
19E and the AT.   

Continue to partner with 
TEHC.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provide signage at Iron 
Mountain Gap.  The signs 
will allow users to locate 
the AT crossing and warn 
motorists there is a trail 
crossing ahead.  
 
Provide AT directional 
signs for Carver’s Gap 
parking area, so users 
are able to find the new 
relocation.  

Administrative 
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2004 Revised Plan Goals & 
Objectives 

Existing Condition Opportunities Possible Management 
Practices 

NEPA Path 

 There are 5 shelters 
located on the 25-mile 
section of trail located in 
the Roan Mtn. assessment 
area.  They are Clyde 
Smith, Roan High knob, 
Stan Murray 
Overmountain, and the 
Apple House. 

Continue to partner with 
TEHC.  
 

 Administrative 

 Trail #193 is a 1.5 mile trail 
located in the Hampton 
Creek State Natural Area.  
It is a section of the 
Overmountain Victory 
Trail. 

Partner with the National 
Park Service.  

Continue working with the 
National Park Service to 
reestablish the historic 
route of OVNHT  
 
Assist with maintaining 
this section of trail.   
 

Administrative 

 There are 15 miles of trail 
in Roan Mtn. State Park, 
located in the heart of the 
Roan Mtn. Assessment 
area.   

Promote these trails to 
Forest Visitors. 

Include the Roan Mtn. 
State Park trail info on 
our information board at 
Twin Springs.   
 
Have the state park trail 
info at the Ranger District 
offices. 
 
 

Administrative 

 About two miles of trail are 
located in the 
Rhododendron Gardens in 
Pisgah National Forest.  
The Gardens are accessed 
through Carver’s Gap on 
FDR 130.   

Promote these trails to 
Forest Visitors.   

Include the 
Rhododendron Gardens 
Trail on the info Board at 
Carver’s Gap.   
 
Have the Rhododendron 
Gardens information at 
the Ranger District 
offices.  

Administrative 
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2004 Revised Plan Goals & 
Objectives 

Existing Condition Opportunities Possible Management 
Practices 

NEPA Path 

 The old road connecting 
the town of Roan Mountain 
to the Cloudland Hotel still 
exists. (Hack Line Road 
Trail) 

Manage the existing old 
road as a trail.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Construct trail connectors 
to tie the trail into existing 
parking areas at Twins 
Springs Recreation Area 
and Carver’s Gap.   

Incorporate the Hack Line 
Trail Road into the CNF 
trail system.   
 
Maintain the trail on a 
regular basis. 
 
 
 
Construct a 1.5-mile trail 
to connect Twin Springs 
Picnic area to the Hack 
Line Road Trail. 
 
Construct a .15-mile trail 
from Carver’s Gap to 
Hack Line Road Trail. 

Administrative 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Decision 
Memo 
Complete 
 
 
Decision 
Memo 
Complete 

     
 


	Roan Mountain Watershed Assessment
	Partner with the ATC in their Trail to Every Classroom Program; a place-based professional development workshop series connecting communities along the Appalachian Trail to promote resource stewardship, recreation, and community engagement.

