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       Guano and Organic Debris

In a cave food pyramid, there are few sources of food. Due to the absence of sunlight, the main energy sources are guano and organic debris. This energy input is only a tiny fraction of what the surface receives from the sun. But like any food pyramid, 10% of the available energy is able to transfer from one level to the next. Consequently, the number and variety of organisms in a cave are very small. Since food is so limited, cave life tends to be generalized in their feeding habits. They take advantage of what food is available. For example, even predators may feed directly on the organic debris, thus bypassing two levels of energy loss. 
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