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Unravel the cave history words to solve the mystery below. Use the letters in the triangles 

and circles to finish the last two lines.

                            


                                                                                                                     
Millions of years ago nearly all of the United States was under a shallow __ __ __       __. 

                                                                                             n e   c  a  o 

Many forms of sea life lived here, including strangely shaped water animals who used 

                                                                         

the lime that’s dissolved in sea water to make __        __ __ __ homes. As eons passed, the 

                                                                           L  E    H   S  L

       

                                                            

sea life died and their homes piled up on the sea __          __ __ __ . Those at the bottom                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                               R    O    L   O  F

                                                             

were crushed by the __ __ __ __         __ of the ones that followed. Pressure from above 

                                  G  E   T  H    I    W                                                          

                                     

finally pressed them together into a kind of rock called __       __ __ __ __ __ __ __  .                                       

                                                                                          E  M  O   L   I   N  E   T  S

                                                          

Eventually the sea bed was uplifted, forming the Ozark  __ __ __        and exposing the 

                                                                                          M   E   D  O

rocks that had been underwater to surface elements - - wind, changing temperatures, and 


__  __ __       .  In time the mountains were shaped and valleys were formed. Meanwhile,

                               I    N  A   R 

C                         

                             water, charged with a mild carbonic __ __          __, seeped down through tiny cracks in

                                                          C   I     A    D

                              the rock. Formed as rain absorbs carbon dioxide from the air and soil,

                                                                              

 __ __ __ __ __         __ __  acid is the main sculptor of         __ __ __ __. As it rained  

 N   A  R  C   I     B    O  C                                                V     E   S  C  A

   

     more, water moved in to enlarge openings and deepen them dissolving downward and

     sideways in the limestone __ __ __ __. Ultimately, some of the water made an outlet

                                                C  O   K  R 


     in the side of the mountain and burst forth as a       __ __ __ __        . Slowly the

                                                                                 N    I   P   S   R    G 

                                                                          

     underground cavity drained and a   __ __          __ __ __   was born. Blanchard Springs

                                                              N    E    V   C   R  A 


                              Caverns is called a                                        cave because as water enters, the cave


continually                                               .









Unravel the cave history words to solve the mystery below. Use the letters in the triangles 

and circles to finish the last two lines.

                            


                                                                                                                     
Millions of years ago nearly all of the United States was under a shallow  O  C  E   A  N. 

                                                                                             n  e  c   a  o 

Many forms of sea life lived here, including strangely shaped water animals who used 


the lime that’s dissolved in sea water to make  S  H   E  L  L  homes. As eons passed, the 

                                                                           L  E   H  S  L  

       

                                                            

sea life died and their homes piled up on the sea  F  L   O  O  R . Those at the bottom                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                               R O   L   O  F

                                                             

were crushed by the W  E  I  G  H  T   of the ones that followed. Pressure from above 

                                 G   E  T H  I  W

                                                                                               

finally pressed them together into a kind of rock called  L   I    M  E  S  T  O  N  E .                                       

                                                                                         E   M   O  L   I  N  E   T  S

                                                          

Eventually the sea bed was uplifted, forming the Ozark  D  O  M  E    and exposing the 

                                                                                          M  E  D   O

rocks that had been underwater to surface elements - - wind, changing temperatures, and 

R  A  I  N   .  In time the mountains were shaped and valleys were formed. Meanwhile,

                              I  N   A R 

C                         

                             water, charged with a mild carbonic A  C   I  D , seeped down through tiny cracks in

                                                         C   I   A  D

                              the rock. Formed as rain absorbs carbon dioxide from the air and soil,

                                                                              

C  A  R  B  O  N   I  C  acid is the main sculptor of  C  A   V   E  S . As it rained  

N  A  R  C   I   B  O C                                               V   E   S   C  A

     more, water moved in to enlarge openings and deepen them dissolving downward and

     sideways in the limestone  R  O  C  K  . Ultimately, some of the water made an outlet

                                                C  O   K  R 


     in the side of the mountain and burst forth as a     S   P  R  I  N  G   . Slowly the

                                                                                    N   I   P  S  R  G 

                                                                          

     underground cavity drained and a   C  A  V   E  R  N    was born. Blanchard Springs

                                                             N  E   V   C  R  A

                              Caverns is called a    L     I    V    I   N    G    cave because as water enters, the cave


continually    C    H   A   N   G   E   S    .
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