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An environmental assessment (EA) is available for public review in the district office in Paris, Arkansas, for 
the Huckleberry Mountain Walk-In Turkey Hunting Area Boundary Relocation Project.  This document, which 
was prepared by an interdisciplinary team (ID Team), discusses road decommissioning, road realignment, 
trail decommissioning, trail relocation, road closure, road closure removal, and boundary relocation of part of 
the Huckleberry Mountain Walk-In Turkey Hunting Area.  
 
The northern portion of Forest Development Road (FDR) 96076C provides access to Section 19, T7N, 
R23W.  To travel this road, users have to turn south off Sorghum Hollow Road and drive a private road, for 
which the Forest Service has a right-of-way, before entering Forest Service land on FDR 96076C.  FDR 
96021D was recently constructed to access gas wells and intersects FDR 96076C at the 0.2 mile marker of 
FDR 96076C.  This newly provided access makes the first 0.2 miles of FDR 96076C unneeded.  These 0.2 
miles and the next 0.2 miles of FDR 96076C suffer from steep slopes, eroding soils, exposed surface rock, 
lack of suitable surface material, and encroaching vegetation.   
 
Originally, the Huckleberry Mountain Horse Trail was designed for use by horseback riders only.  The entire 
trail was opened up to off-highway vehicles (OHV) riders about 14 years ago.  The first 1.0 mile of trail 
leaving the Sorghum Hollow Horse Camp and continuing west held up well when use was limited to 
horseback riding.  This particular section has become very difficult to maintain now with the addition of OHV 
riders.  The trail has severely eroded in places and is causing resource damage.  Combined with the heavy 
impact of significantly increasing numbers of horse and OHV riders, this section of trail has deteriorated to 
the point that it is not only a resource concern but is a safety issue for trail users as well.   
 
These activities are located in Management Area 2.C – Developed Recreation Areas and Management Area 
3.C - Mixed Forest.  Management Area 2.C is described in the Revised Ozark-St. Francis Land and 
Resource Management Plan (LRMP) on pages 2-50 to 2-52.  Management Area 3.C is described in the 
LRMP on pages 2-61 to 2-62.   
 
The emphasis for Management Area 2.C is to provide the public with a variety of recreational opportunities in 
visually appealing and environmentally healthy settings.    
 
The emphasis for Management Area 3.C is to ensure the health and sustainability of the pine, 
pine/hardwood, hardwood/pine, and hardwood forest types across the landscape.    
 
 
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND SCOPING 
 
Scoping for this project began with the mailing of the proposed action to adjacent landowners and interested 
citizens on November 23, 2010.  This list included letters to nine Native American Tribes and the Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission.  The scoping package contained a description of the proposed action, a map 
depicting the proposed action, and a comment form.  A total of 30 letters were mailed.   
 
A legal notice requesting comments during the legal comment period was published on November 24, 2010 
in the Times Record, a newspaper of daily circulation out of Fort Smith, Arkansas.  
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A copy of the proposed action letter was posted that same week on the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests 
website at http://www.fs.fed.us/oonf/ozark/projects/planning/magproject.html. 
 
This project was also listed in the Schedule of Proposed Actions and posted on the Ozark-St. Francis 
National Forests website at http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5259337.pdf. 
 
Two public responses were received from this scoping effort.  Both of these comments were in support of the 
project.  These comments are shown in Appendix A of the EA. 
 
 
DECISION AND REASONS FOR THE DECISION 
 
Based on the results of the analysis documented in the EA, it is my decision to implement Alternative 1 along 
with Mitigation Measures described on page 10 of the EA.     
 
Alternative 1 proposed road decommissioning, road realignment, trail decommissioning, trail relocation, 
Huckleberry Mountain Walk-In Turkey Hunting Area boundary relocation, road closure, and road closure 
removal.  These activities are located approximately four miles southeast of Midway, Arkansas, in Logan 
County in Sections 17, 19, and 20; T7N; R23W. 
 
Road Decommissioning 

The northern portion of Forest Development Road (FDR) 96076C provides access to Section 19, T7N, 
R23W.  To travel this road, users have to turn south off Sorghum Hollow Road and drive a private road, for 
which the Forest Service has a right-of-way, before entering Forest Service land on FDR 96076C.  FDR 
96021D was recently constructed to access gas wells and intersects FDR 96076C at the 0.2 mile marker of 
FDR 96076C.  This newly provided access makes the first 0.2 miles of FDR 96076C unneeded.  These 0.2 
miles and the next 0.2 miles of FDR 96076C suffer from steep slopes, eroding soils, exposed surface rock, 
lack of suitable surface material, and encroaching vegetation.   
 
These 0.4 miles are proposed for decommissioning.  Treatment will include reestablishing former drainage 
patterns, stabilizing slopes, blocking the entrances, installing water bars, removing unstable fills, pulling back 
road shoulders, scattering slash on the roadbed, and restoring natural contours. 
 

Road Realignment 

Approximately 0.2 miles of FDR 96076C will be realigned to a more suitable location, tying back into FDR 
96021D.  This proposed realignment will include clearing and grubbing; constructing natural drainage 
crossings and rolling dips; and constructing v, wing, and lead-off ditches.  Borrow material will be used as 
needed to raise the road grade and cover exposed rock. The road will be surfaced with crushed aggregate. 
All disturbed areas will be seeded and mulched along with other erosion control measures.  
 

Trail Decommissioning 

Originally, the Huckleberry Mountain Horse Trail was designed for use by horseback riders only.  The section 
of trail proposed for decommissioning held up well when use was limited to horseback riding.  However, 
about 14 years ago, the entire trail was opened up to OHV riders.  This particular section has become very 
difficult to maintain. 
 
The 1.0 miles of trail proposed for decommissioning has severely eroded in places and is causing resource 
damage.  Combined with the heavy impact of significantly increasing numbers of horse and OHV riders, this 
section of trail has deteriorated to the point that it is not only a resource concern but is a safety issue for trail 
users as well.   
 
Decommissioning will include blocking access points, installing water bars, and scattering slash as needed 
on the trail bed.   
 

 

http://www.fs.fed.us/oonf/ozark/projects/planning/magproject.html�
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5259337.pdf�
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Trail Relocation 

The Huckleberry Mountain Horse Trail and the Mt. Magazine OHV Trail will be relocated to FDR 96021A, 
FDR 96021D, and to the proposed realigned portion of FDR 96076C.  These realigned portions of these 
trails will be approximately 1.4 miles and will become part of the officially designated Huckleberry Mountain 
Horse Trail system and the Mt. Magazine OHV Trail system. 
 

Huckleberry Mountain Walk-In Turkey Hunting Area Boundary Relocation 

The Huckleberry Mountain Walk-In Turkey Hunting Area was established in March 1990.  The area is closed 
to all motorized vehicles and organized trail rides from April 1 to May 31 each year.  During the hunting 
season, the area is also closed to horses, mules, and bicycles.  The northwestern boundary of the 
Huckleberry Mountain Walk-in Turkey Hunting Area follows the Huckleberry Mountain Horse Trail, the Mt. 
Magazine OHV Trail, and Sorghum Hollow Road.  If the boundary is left in place and the trails are relocated 
as described above, these trails will have to be closed during April and May.  Moving the boundary to 
coincide with the proposed trail relocation will eliminate the need to close the horse trail and OHV trail during 
April and May.  If the trails had to be closed, trail users will not have access to the top of Huckleberry 
Mountain from the Sorghum Hollow Horse Camp and remaining section of the trails.  By having the newly 
relocated trail sections serve as the northern boundary of the Huckleberry Mountain Walk-In Turkey Hunting 
Area, these trails will remain open during April and May.  Acreage of the Huckleberry Mountain Walk-In 
Turkey Hunting Area will be reduced from approximately 8,173 acres to approximately 8,069 acres, a 
reduction of 104 acres. Boundary relocation will include the posting of new signs along the perimeter of the 
area.  Signs along the old boundary will be removed. 
 

Road Closure and Road Closure Removal 

A seasonal road closure is currently located at the intersection of FDR 96021A and Sorghum Hollow Road.  
This gate is closed during the months of April and May for the Huckleberry Mountain Walk-In Turkey Hunting 
Area.  A year-round closure on FDR 96021A is located approximately 0.7 miles south of this seasonal 
closure.  These two closures are being proposed for removal and a year-round closure is being proposed at 
the intersection of FDR 96021A and FDR 96021D.   
 
The seasonal closure on FDR 96021A will not be needed since this road will now be a perimeter road for the 
Huckleberry Mountain Walk-In Turkey Hunting Area, not an interior road that will be closed during April and 
May. 
 
Currently, approximately 0.6 miles of FDR 96021A is being blocked.  If this closure is left in place, a seasonal 
closure will have to be placed at the intersection of FDR 96021A and FDR 96021D during April and May 
since FDR 96021A is an interior road of the turkey area.  By moving the existing year-round closure up to 
this intersection, this seasonal closure will not be needed and approximately 0.2 more miles of FDR 96021A 
will be blocked.  
 
This alternative best meets the purpose and need described in the EA.  Road decommissioning, road 
realignment, trail decommissioning, and trail relocation would address erosion and safety issues associated 
with FDR 96076C, the Huckleberry Mountain Horse Trail, and the Mt. Magazine OHV Trail.  The proposed 
activities of relocating a portion of the Huckleberry Mountain Walk-In Turkey Hunting Area, road closure, and 
road closure removal eliminate the need to close the horse trail and OHV trail during April and May.   
 
My conclusion is based on a review of the record that shows a thorough review of relevant scientific 
information, a consideration of responsible opposing views, and the acknowledgment of incomplete or 
unavailable information. 
 
 
OTHER ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
 
One alternative to the selected alternative was developed and analyzed.  It was Alternative 2, a no action 
alternative.  No road decommissioning, road realignment, trail decommissioning, trail relocation, Huckleberry 
Mountain Walk-In Turkey Hunting Area boundary relocation, road closure, and road closure removal will be 
done.   
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FINDINGS REQUIRED BY OTHER LAWS AND REGULATIONS 
 
The actions of this project are consistent with the LRMP Vision, Strategy, and Design Criteria.  The actions of 
this project occur in Management Area 2.C (Developed Recreation Areas) and Management Area 3.C 
(Mixed Forest).  The actions in Alternative 1 are consistent with the LRMP because they meet the standards 
and guidelines, and mitigation measures for environmental impacts have been fully applied in the planned 
actions.  The project is feasible and reasonable, and it results in applying management practices that meet 
the LRMP's overall direction of protecting the environment while producing goods and services (EA, pp.11-
22). 
 
 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
 
I have determined that the proposed actions are not a major Federal action either individually or 
cumulatively, and will not significantly affect the quality of the human environment.  Therefore, an 
environmental impact statement is not necessary.  This determination is based on the following factors  
(40 CFR 1508.27): 
 

1. Both beneficial and adverse effects have been considered and this action will not have a significant 
effect on the quality of the human environment (EA, pp. 11-22). 

 
2. These actions will not significantly affect public health or safety (EA, p. 21). 

 
3. The project will not significantly affect any unique characteristics of the geographic area such as 

proximity to historic or cultural resources, wetlands, floodplains, wild and scenic rivers, or 
ecologically critical areas (EA; pp. 12, 16, 20, 21). 

 
4. The effects on the quality of the human environment are not likely to be highly controversial (EA, pp. 

11-22). 
 
5. The actions do not involve highly uncertain, unique, or unknown environmental risks to the human 

environment (EA, pp. 11-22). 
 
6. The actions in this decision will not establish a precedent for future actions with significant effects nor 

does it represent a decision in principle about a future consideration (EA, pp. 11-22). 
 

7. There will be no cumulatively significant impacts on the environment.  The cumulative effects of the 
proposed actions have been analyzed with consideration of other similar activities on adjacent lands, 
in past actions, and in foreseeable future actions (EA, pp. 11-22). 

 
8. The actions will not affect any sites listed in, or eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic 

Places or will they cause loss or destruction of significant scientific, cultural, or historic resources 
(EA, p. 16). 

 
9. The actions are not likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened plant or animal species, or 

their critical habitat (EA, pp. 20-21). 
 

10. None of the actions threaten to lead to violation of federal, state, or local laws imposed for the 
protection of the environment (EA; p. 10).   

 
 
PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION AND APPEAL RIGHTS 
 
This decision is not subject to appeal pursuant to 36 CFR 215.12 (e)(1). This decision may be implemented 
immediately pursuant to 36 CFR 215.9 (c)(1). 
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CONTACT PERSON 
 
Further information about this decision can be obtained from Vicki Weindel, NEPA Coordinator, Mt. 
Magazine Ranger District, P.O. Box 511, Paris, AR  72855; (479) 973-3076; fax (479) 963-8055; e-mail: 
vweindel@fs.fed.us. 
 
 
SIGNATURE AND DATE 
 
 
 
 
__/s/ Rob Kopack____________________                                    _________06/06/11__________                           
Rob Kopack                                                                                                 Date 
Deputy District Ranger 
Mt. Magazine Ranger District 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD).  
 
 USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employee. 

mailto:vweindel@fs.fed.us�
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The Forest Service uses the most current and complete data available.  GIS data and products may vary.  
They may be developed from sources of differeing accuracy, accurate only at certain scales, based on 
modeling or interpretation, incomplete while being created or revised, etc.  Using GIS products for 
purposes other than those for which they were created may yield inaccurate or misleading results.
The Forest Service reserves the right to correct, update, modify, or replace GIS products without 
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72855, (479) 963-3076.
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