
C
O

R
N

U
C

O
P

IA
W

A
S

once
the

hub
of

a
p
ro

sp
ero

u
s

and
prom

ising
m

ining
d

istrict.
N

ow
it

has
been

alm
o

st
forgotten

by
everyone

as
it

lies
in

ruin
and

decay
am

id
stthe

rushing
w

hite
w

ater
of

P
ine

C
reek

and
the

ev
erg

reen
s.

C
rum

bling
ru

in
s

rem
ain

C
O

R
N

U
C

O
P

IA
—

L
ocated

in
scenic

P
in

e
V

alley
in

the
W

allow
a-W

hitm
an

N
ational

F
o
rest

ap
p

ro
x
im

ately
65

m
iles

n
o

rth
w

est
of

B
ak

er
lies

the
cru

m
b

lin
g

re
m

a
in

s
of

th
e

o
n
ce

boom
ing

C
ornucopia

gold
m

ines.
T

he
h
isto

ric
m

ine
is

ab
an

d
o
n
ed

now
ev

ery
o
n
e

has
d
ep

arted
.

T
he

only
sounds

are
the

birds
and

the
ru

sh
in

g
w

hite
w

ater
of

P
ine

C
reek

as
it

w
inds

its
w

ay
th

ro
u
g
h

the
old

cam
p.

S
igns

are
posted

ev
ery

w
h
ere

to
w

arn
v
isito

rs
th

at
the

m
ine

and
m

ill
are

still
d
an

g
ero

u
s.

T
he

C
ornucopia

took
its

deadily
toll

w
hen

it
w

as
o

p
eratin

g
,

m
en

w
ere

killed
m

any
th

o
u
san

d
s

of
feet

below
ground

by
p

rem
atu

re
b

lasts,
cave-ins,

fires
and

av
alan

ch
es.

S
p
ark

in
g

m
o
u
n
tain

sp
rin

g
s

flow
w

h
ere

once
m

ine
carts

h
au

led
ore

from
the

earth
.

T
he

m
ill

buildings
are

tu
m

b
led

dow
n

—
cru

sh
ed

by
30-foot

snow
fails.

T
he

sun
h
as

b
leach

ed
the

b
o

ard
s

alm
o

st
p
u
re

w
hite.

B
irds

n
est

in
cubby-holes

once
reserv

ed
for

m
in

er’s
m

ail.
T

he
sm

ell
of

the
ev

erg
reen

s
is

ev
ery

w
h
ere.

W
ith

the
exception

of
a

seaso
n
al

caretak
er

and
occasional

v
isito

rs,
the

‘C
opia

h
as

been
fo

rg
o
tten

by
all.

F
ew

rem
em

b
er

the
fo

rtu
n
es

gorged
from

its
bow

els.
T

he’C
opia

p
ro

d
u
ced

m
ore

th
an

h
alf

of
all

the
gold

and
silv

er
m

ined
in

E
astern

O
regon

during
its

p
rim

e.
G

old
w

as
first

d
isco

v
ered

in
the

early
1880s

in
the

E
ag

le
C

reek
m

o
u
n
tain

ran
g
e

n
ear

the
u
p
p
er

end
of

P
in

e
V

alley,C
ornucopia

soon
b
ecam

e
the

hub
of

this
p
ro

sp
ero

u
s

and
p
ro

m
isin

g
m

ining
d

istrict.
T

he
m

ine
b
eg

an
p
ro

d
u

cin
g

a
lim

ited
am

o
u
n
t

d
u
rin

g
its

early
operation.

In
1889,

rep
o
rts

in
d

icate
the

en
tire

d
istrict

p
ro

d
u
ced

n
early

$74,000.
T

his
m

ark
ed

the
beginning

of
a

stead
y

output
until

the
m

ine’s
ab

an
d
o
n
m

en
t

on
O

ctober
31,

1941.
N

ew
s

of
C

o
rn

u
co

p
ia’s

p
ro

m
ise

sp
read

quickly
in

the
gold

m
in

es
sc

a
tte

re
d

th
ro

u
g
h
o
u
t

th
e

W
est.

M
iners

flocked
to

the
ru

g
g
ed

area
to

m
ak

e
th

eir
fortune.

Included
am

ong
the

new
m

en
w

ere
sev

eral
m

in
ers

fro
m

C
o

rn
u

co
p

ia,
N

ev
.,

w
ho

su
g
g
ested

the
n
am

e
C

ornucopia
for

the
new

cam
p
.

C
ornucopia

com
es

from
the

L
atin

and
m

ean
s

“h
o
rn

of
p

len
ty

.”
It

is
an

old
fashioned

term
,

w
hich

w
as

often
dubbed

on
p
ro

jects
w

here
m

en
hoped

for
su

ccess.
T

he
tow

n
of

C
ornucopia

is
d
escrib

ed
in

1885
v

in
tag

e
p
erio

d
ical

as
having

one
fram

e
house

w
ith

m
an

y
tents

and
log

cab
in

s,
w

hich
w

ere
h
astily

built
to

acco
m

o
d
ate

the
big

ru
sh

.
“T

he
tow

n
can

b
o
ast

of
five

saloons,
one

sto
re,

tw
o

restau
ran

ts,
a

b
arb

er
shop

an
d

b
u

tch
er

sh
o
p
,”

the
article

said.
O

nce
the

six
th

larg
est

gold
m

ine
in

the
U

nited
S

tates,
the

‘C
opia

boom
ed

sev
eral

tim
es

d
u
rin

g
its

b
rief

but
violent

h
isto

ry
.

‘C
opia

ore
w

as
so

full
of

gold
th

at
the

n
u
g
g
ets

could
be

sh
ak

en
from

it.
G

old
m

in
es

w
ith

exotic
n
am

es
like

the
“L

ast
C

h
an

ce,”
“R

ed
Jack

et,”
“W

ild
Irish

m
an

”
and

“Q
ueen

of
the

W
est”

co
n
trib

u
ted

to
the

prodigious
output

of
the

C
ornucopia

G
old

M
ines

C
om

pany.
T

he
b
u
stlin

g
m

ine
w

ith
its

3,600
foot

C
oulter

sh
aft

an
d

m
o
re

th
an

30-m
iles

of
su

b
terran

ean
sh

afts
w

as
know

n
as

the
E

l
D

orado
of

E
astern

O
regon.

M
ore

th
an

15-m
illion

d
o
llars

w
ere

taken
aw

ay
fro

m
th

ere.
R

ecords
in

d
icate

a
p
eak

w
ork

force
of

350-m
en

w
ith

th
eir

fam
ilies

lived
in

the
w

ild
back

co
u
n
try

of
P

in
e

V
alley.

H
o
rses

c
a
rrie

d
o
u
t

th
e

m
in

eral
b
earin

g
q

u
artz

ore
until

ro
ad

s
w

ere
hacked

th
ro

u
g
h

the
forest.

H
igh

tran
sp

o
rtatio

n
costs

coupled
w

ith
sev

ere
w

eath
er

conditions
—

C
ornucopia

h
ad

an
av

erag
e

264
inches

of
snow

each
y
ear

—
h
asten

ed
the

ev
en

tu
al

closing
of

the
m

ine
and

m
ill.

T
he

C
orn’icopia

is
idle

now
.

R
u
sted

m
ach

in
ery

is
strew

n
throughout

the
cam

p
.

F
o
re

st
an

im
als

scam
p

er
aro

u
n
d

the
old

buildings
on

M
ain

S
treet

as
the

fo
rest

inches
closer

each
y
ear.
T

he
m

in
es

g
av

e
up

m
illions

during
th

eir
p
rim

e
an

d
som

e
old

tim
ers

believe
th

ere
are

m
illions

m
o
re

rem
ain

in
g
.

B
ut

until
econom

ic
co

n
ditions

d
rastically

ch
an

g
e,

the
‘C

opia
w

ill
continue

its
lonely

vigil
in

the
fo

rest.

o
f

once-fam
ous

m
ine

C
O

R
N

U
C

O
P

IA
W

A
S

once
the

sixth
larg

est
gold

m
ine

in
th

e
U

nited
S

tates,
it

boom
ed

sev
eral

tim
es

during
its

b
rief

but
violent

h
isto

ry
.

T
he

ore
w

as
rep

o
rted

to
be

so
full

of
gold

th
atth

e
nuggets

could
be

sh
ak

en
from

it.


