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 Region 6 Rappel Bases Region 6 Rappel Training 
 
Each crew goes through four to five weeks of 
extensive, hands-on fire and aviation training.  
This training pays off when it comes time to staff 
fires on the receiving units.  Training regimes 
such as basic and advanced helicopter            
operations, survival techniques, live fire          
operations, and tactical fire scenarios are just a 
few tools we use to produce skilled, highly       
motivated, and physically fit firefighters that are 
qualified to staff complex fires in all fuel models 
and terrain.   
 
With the inception of the Region 6 Rappel     
Academy, all rappellers are cross-trained in 
model specific aircraft, aircraft procedures and 
equipment.  By conducting training this way, 
“boundaries” have been eliminated.  Rappellers 
are able to staff fires anywhere in the region just 
as they would on their home unit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact  
If you are interested in applying for a seasonal 
position with one of the Pacific Northwest Region 
Rappel Crews, you can contact the Automated 
Temporary Employment Office (listed below) for 
your hiring packet. The temporary seasonal    
employment announcement for this position 
opens in late fall or early winter. Competition for 
positions on the rappel crew is very stiff. If you 
are seriously interested, please contact any    
Region 6 Rappel Base. 
 
https://www.avuedigitalservices.com/usfs/

Pacific

Rappel 

Wenatchee Valley Rappellers 
Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest 
3796 Airport Way 
East Wenatchee, WA 98802 
(509) 884-2492 (office) 
(509) 884-8799 (fax) 
www.fs.fed.us/r6/okawen/fire/rappellers/index.shtml 

Malheur Rappel Crew 
Malheur National Forest 
720 Airport Rd. 
John Day, OR 97845 
(541) 575-3371 (office) 
(541) 575-3119 (fax) 
www.malheurrappelcrew.com 

Frazier Rappel Crew 
Umatilla National Forest 
P.O. Box 158 
Ukiah, OR  97880 
(541) 427-5320  (office) 
(541) 427-5393  (fax) 
www.fs.fed.us/r6/uma/fire/frazier/ 

Sled Springs Rappel Crew 
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest 
88401 Hwy 82 Box A 
Enterprise, OR  97828 
(541) 426-5525  (office) 
(541) 426-5592 (fax) 
www.fs.fed.us/r6/w-w/fire_aviation/sled-springs/index.shtml 
 
Central Oregon Rappellers 
Ochoco-Deschutes N.F. & Prineville BLM 
4550 Airport Way 
Prineville ,OR  97754 
(541) 416-6840 (office) 
(541) 416-6837 (fax) 
www.centraloregonhelitack.com 

Siskiyou Rappel Crew 
Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest 
657 Flaming Road 
Grants Pass, OR  97526 
(541) 471-6847  (office) 
(541) 471-6887  (fax) 
www.siskiyourappellers.com 
 
In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) policy, 
this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, sex, age, or disability. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication 
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten 
Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 
(202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and em-
ployer.  
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Helicopter rappelling is a fast and effective way to 
deliver  initial attack firefighters into remote areas 
on our public lands. Once dispatched, a helicopter 
and crew will fly to the location of a wildland fire.  At 
the scene of the fire it is determined whether there 
is a suitable place to land nearby or if it will be         
necessary to deliver firefighters by rappelling. Once 
a decision is made to insert rappellers, the rappel 
spotter and pilot determine an acceptable location 
to conduct rappel operations.  For the rappel, the 
helicopter is set up in a hover over the intended 
spot and the rappellers slide down ropes (up to 250 
feet) with the help of a descent device. 
 
On the ground, rappellers fight fire like any other 
initial attack firefighter; building handline, cutting 
saw lines, and felling trees. Most often the fires are 
small lightning ignited fires requiring 2-4 firefighters 
1-3 days to put out. The crews are prepared to stay 
out for multiple nights, carrying everything needed 
such as food, water and shelter for the initial 36 
hours.  Once the fire is declared “out”, the          
firefighters pack up their gear and hike out. The 
hike is typically from a wilderness or roadless area 
and is often over rough terrain, averaging 2 to 5 
miles to the nearest pick-up point. Each firefighter’s 
pack is a bulky 90-120 pounds of rappel gear (rope, 
harness, flight helmet, etc.), initial attack gear 
(tools, chainsaw, line pack, etc.) as well as food, 
water and overnight gear. 
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Region 6 Rappel Programs 
 
Region 6, the Pacific Northwest Region, has used   
helicopter rappelling as an effective firefighting tool 
since 1972.  Since its inception, Region 6 rappellers 
have staffed over 4,000 fires in remote, inaccessible 
areas on our public lands. The six programs spread 
over Oregon and Washington also provide additional 
operational services beyond initial attack. These rappel 
crews and helicopters routinely assist with project 
work, large fire support, and medivacs throughout the 
region and nation. 
 
In 2010 rappelling became a national program. To 
meet these national standards, all rappellers attend  
annual rappel training in John Day, OR and Salmon,  
ID where they receive standardized training. 

  What is Rappelling? 
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