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The T) Howell Botanical Drive

A 7.5-mile Interpretive Drive

The TJ Howell Botanical Drive

Named for Thomas Jefferson Howell, an early botanical
explorer of Oregon, this drive has been designed to
share some of the natural wonders of the Siskiyou
Mountains. You can learn about plants and explore
habitats influenced by serpentine geology, visit the
Wild and Scenic lllinois River, and see some of the
effects of the 2002 Biscuit Fire.

Approximately 7.5 miles of the Eight Dollar Road is
designated as The T) Howell Botanical Drive. The drive
passes predominately through the Josephine Ophiolite,
a large chunk of upper mantle and oceanic crust

that has been shoved up above sea level, exposing
ultramafic serpentine and its parent rock, peridotite.
Part of the Klamath-Siskiyou Mountains, this location
is one of the largest serpentine areas in North America.

Only plant species that can tolerate extreme conditions
grow here. Thin soils, heavy metals’ (magnesium, nickel,
chromium, iron), and nutrient s_.tress (low amounts of
calcium and nitrogen) make these serpentine soils
inhospitable to mast plants:Many unusual, rare, or
endemic spe‘é"es have evolved under these conditions,
while other plants have special adaptations for
survival, or exist in stu nted form. ;
Learn more about the Klamath Siskiyou Serpentines:
Visit the US Forest Service C"eieb;azmg Wzlab‘fowers site:
wwg?fs fed. us}wddf_lo_wers/communitlesfserpentmes!mdcx shtml

For‘more information about the area, please contact
the R6'§Ue RiverSiskiyou National Forest, Wild Rivers
Ranger District at (541) 592-4000. A local plant list is
available at: www.fs.fed.us/r6/rogue-siskiyou/publications/

Drive Directions and Safety: From Hwy. 199 turn west
onto Eight Dollar Road and travel for one mile. Set
your odometer to zero at the parking area. All mileage
is listed from this point. Drive carefully; the road is
narrow, and gravel portions are rough and washboarded.
Beware of falling tree limbs on windy days, and keep
an eye out for rattlesnakes and poison oak.


















