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Serving	Southeast	Alaskan	com-
munities	 since	 1907,	 the	 For-
est	 Service	 has	 continuous-

ly	 contributed	 to	 local	 economies	
across	 the	 region.	During	 the	Great	
Depression,	 the	 Civilian	 Conserva-
tion	 Corps	 was	 established	 to	 ease	
nationwide	 under-employment,	 and	
these	programs	were	managed	on	the	
Tongass	by	the	Forest	Service.	Using	
local	 wood	 products,	 workers	 built	
trails,	cabins	and	shelters	to	provide	
greater	 accessibility	 to	 the	 Forest.		
Similarly,	 in	recent	years,	our	econ-
omy	has	down	turned,	and	the	Forest	
Service	 has	 continued	 the	 tradition	
of	putting	people	 to	work,	 this	 time	
through	the	American	Recovery	and	
Reinvestment	Act	(ARRA).

Nearly	 40	 restoration,	 engi-
neering	 or	 recreation	 projects	 were	
funded	with	$23.6	million	across	the	
Tongass	National	Forest.	These	proj-
ects	 encompassed	 71	 contracts,	 the	
majority	 of	which	were	 awarded	 to	
Alaskan	based	companies.	Our	work	
provided	the	means	to	fund	over	30	
contractors	this	summer,	and	current-
ly	fund	35	jobs	in	Southeast	Alaska.	
ARRA	funds	supported	both	tempo-

rary	 and	 permanent	 Forest	 Service	
employees	for	4,484	days	of	project	
work	his	past	fiscal	year.

Through	ARRA	funding,	healthy	
forest	 ecosystems	 have	 been	 re-
stored	on	the	Yakutat	Ranger	District	
through	 the	Lost	River	Restoration	
and	 Trail	 Fish	 Passage	 Improve-
ment	 project.	 The	 district	 received	
$300,000	 to	 restore	25	streams	 im-
pacted	by	a	previous	oil	exploration	
route,	restoring	fish	stream	connec-
tivity	and	proper	function	to	adjacent	
wetlands.	Most	of	the	money	fund-
ed	 an	 agreement	 between	 the	 For-
est	 Service	 and	 the	Yakutat	Tlingit	
Tribe,	 with	 assistance	 from	Alaska	
Department	of	Fish	and	Game.	Both	
the	Forest	Service	and	the	ADF&G	
said	 that	 the	project	was	more	suc-
cessful	than	anticipated.	

Alex	 James,	 Project	 Manager	
for	the	Yakutat	Tlingit	Tribe,	stated	
recently	 that,	 “Four	 Native	 people	
from	 the	Tribe	were	 employed	 [by	
ARRA	 funds]	 for	 over	 a	 month.		
The	 work	 consisted	 of	 bringing	 in	
the	 equipment	 and	 fuel,	 and	 prep-
ping	and	establishing	the	route	with	
minimum	impact	to	the	watershed.”	

James	 also	 said,	
“I	 appreciated	 the	
work	 to	 enhance	
the	lost	river	watershed	and	to	meet	
the	guidelines	set	by	the	Alaska	De-
partment	 of	 Fish	 and	 Game.	 The	
Tribe	is	pleased	to	do	the	work	with	
the	Forest	Service.”

Dry	Straights	Road	Resurfacing	
near	Petersburg	was	another	ARRA	
project	that	brought	about	an	impact	
to	 a	 small	 community.	 The	 Forest	
Service	hired	Ketchikan	Ready	Mix,	
a	 family-owned	 Southeast	 Alaska	
business,	 to	 implement	 the	 project.	
In	doing	so,	the	company	employed	
between	five	and	15	people	on	a	pe-
riodic	 basis,	 and	 during	 the	winter	
season	when	a	lot	of	people	are	un-
employed.	The	culvert	 replacement	
employed	up	to	six	people.	

Asked	 about	 the	 economic	 im-
pact	 to	 the	 local	 community,	Larry	
Dunham,	 Forest	 Engineer,	 said,	
“These	 are	 jobs	 and	 incomes	 the	
town	 of	 Petersburg	 sorely	 needed.	
Thousands	of	dollars	were	spent	on	
transportation,	 rent,	 groceries,	 fuel	
and	spare	parts.	There	is	no	denying,	
this	Forest	Service	stimulus	project	
has	had	a	very	positive	financial	ef-
fect	on	Petersburg.”

ARRA	 funds	 even	 found	 their	
way	to	the	small	community	of	Hy-
der.	 Off	 the	 beaten	 path,	 Hyder	 is	
home	 to	 the	Titan	Trail,	one	of	 the	
few	 Tongass	 trails	 accessible	 by	 a	
road	system	to	and	from	the	Lower	
48.	 Contracts	 for	 Titan	 Trail	 were	
awarded	to	a	local	contractor	living	
in	Hyder,	and	provided	employment	
for	four	people	for	five	weeks	total,	
according	 to	 Nicholas	 Korpela	 of	
Korpela	 Construction.	 The	 result?	
The	 newly	 constructed	 bridge	 pro-
vides	 new,	 safe	 passage	 across	 the	
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The Yakutat Tlingit Tribe crew escorts the mini excavator out of the project area 
using supportive panels to minimize the damage to wetlands. Photo by Dan Kelliher.
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The	U.S.	Forest	Service,	
Sitka	Trail	Works	and	
community	 members	

celebrated	 the	 reopening	 of	
the	 Beaver	 Lake	 Trail	 and	
Sawmill	 Creek	 Bridge	 on	
October	23	with	hot	chowder	
and	 a	 warm	 campfire.	 The	
trail,	which	 is	used	by	Sitka	
residents,	visitors	and	guided	
hikers,	 has	 a	 moderate	 dif-
ficulty	 level.	 It	 provides	 a	
nice	hike	from	the	Sitka	road	
system	 with	 the	 possibility	
of	 spectacular	 views	 of	 the	
nearby	mountains.	It	leads	to	
Beaver	 Lake,	which	 is	 surrounded	 by	 old	 growth	 forest	
and	bogs,	and	sits	at	an	elevation	of	440	feet	on	a	lower	
bench	of	Bear	Mountain.	

The	 trailhead	 is	 accessed	 by	 crossing	 over	 Sawmill	
Creek	on	a	new	116-foot	bridge.	Traffic	is	expected	to	in-
crease	significantly	on	this	popular	trail	now	that	it	is	part	of	
the	9-mile	Sawmill	Cove	Loop.	The	loop	connects	the	Saw-
mill	 Creek	Campground,	 the	Beaver	 Lake	Trail,	 the	 new	
Herring	Cove	Trail,	and	the	Thimbleberry/Heart	Lake	Trail.	

The	Sawmill	Creek	to	Beaver	Lake	section	of	 trail	
was	steep	and	depended	on	wood	staircases	to	negotiate	
the	270-foot	elevation	change.	The	old	staircases	were	
steep	and	had	deteriorated	to	the	point	of	being	danger-
ous	 in	several	spots.	The	new,	 rerouted	section	elimi-
nates	 the	 steep,	 staired	 sections,	 replacing	 them	with	
a	 longer	gravel	 trail	 that	 incorporates	an	easier	grade.	
This	gradually	sloping	gravel	pathway,	in	combination	
with	rock	stepping	stones,	make	the	trail	not	only	less	
strenuous	but	also	safer.

By Frank Barnes, Information Receptionist, Sitka Ranger District
After	 reaching	 the	 top	

of	 this	steep	rise,	 the	origi-
nal	 1980s	 trail	 wandered	
through	 forest	 and	 mus-
keg	 on	 its	 way	 to	 Beaver	
Lake.	Large	portions	of	this	
segment	 were	 built	 as	 an	
ACZA-treated	 boardwalk.	
The	 treated	 boardwalk	 has	
not	proven	to	be	very	dura-
ble	in	the	Southeast	climate	
and	has	deteriorated	short	of	
its	expected	life.	When	iced,	
the	 boardwalk	 became	 ex-
tremely	 slippery,	 and	when	
covered	in	snow	it	was	im-

possible	 to	 tell	where	 the	 boardwalk	 ended,	making	 it	
very	easy	to	step	off	the	boards	and	into	holes	along	the	
walk.	Portions	of	this	section	have	been	re-routed	and	the	
boardwalk	planks	have	been	 replaced	with	 a	meander-
ing,	park-like	gravel	path.	This	should	make	hiking	a	lot	
more	pleasant	and	safer	for	winter	hikers.

The	 Sawmill	Creek	Bridge	 is	 another	 vital	 part	 of	
the	 Sawmill	 Creek	 Loop.	 Before,	 the	 only	 access	 to	
the	Beaver	Lake	Trail	was	by	crossing	the	original	log	
stringer	bridge	 from	 the	Sawmill	Creek	Campground.	
This	wood	bridge	was	constructed	 in	1989	using	 logs	
provided	by	the	Alaska	Pulp	Corporation.	The	original	
log	bridge	was	showing	signs	of	deterioration,	so	 this	
past	 summer,	 the	 original	 bridge	was	 replaced	with	 a	
new,	 single	 span	 steel	 structure.	The	 steel	 bridge	was	
constructed	 in	 two	pieces	 for	 transport	 to	 the	site	and	
assembled	before	being	put	into	place	over	the	creek.	

The	Sawmill	Creek	Loop	is	now	complete	and	ready	
for	increased	foot	traffic.	

New bridge on Beaver Lake Trail

creek	 and	 is	 a	 striking	 timber-arched	 suspension	 bridge,	
the	first	of	its	kind	on	the	Tongass.

Continuing	the	Tongass	National	Forest’s	long	history	
of	 enhancing	 the	economy,	 the	 stimulus	 funds	have	pro-
vided	 the	means	 for	 employment	 and	partnerships	while	
improving	access	to	recreate	and	subsist	in	our	largest	for-
est.	Forrest	Cole,	Forest	Supervisor,	perhaps	said	 it	best.	
“The	American	Recovery	and	Reinvestment	Act	projects	
on	the	Tongass	were	a	resounding	success.	Great	job.”	

Korpela Construction employees work on the 90-ft. Titan  Trail 
Bridge crossing Fish Creek in Hyder. Photo by Clark Simpson. 

Repairing Beaver Lake Trail
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