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Issue: 
Forest Service to proceed with necessary amendments to Forest Plans for the 
Fremont-Winema, Rogue River-Siskiyou and Umpqua national forests related to the 
Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline (PCGP) project. These amendments are likely to be 
administratively appealed and litigated in an effort to delay the project.   
 

Background:   
The Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline Project is a 230-mile long, 36-inch-diameter 
natural gas pipeline proposed to traverse 30 miles on portions of the Fremont-Winema, 
Rogue-Siskiyou and Umpqua national forests in Coos, Douglas, Jackson, and Klamath 
counties in southwest Oregon.  
 
In September 2007 Pacific Connector filed an application with the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) to construct the pipeline from the proposed Jordan Cove 
Liquefied Natural Gas terminal at Coos Bay to an existing interstate, natural-gas-
distribution pipeline in Malin, Oregon.  The FERC is the lead federal agency for the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review in accordance with Section 313 of the 
Energy Policy Act of 2005. The Forest Service is a cooperating agency with the FERC 
for the environmental analysis.  The FERC issued the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement for the project on May 1, 2009. 
 

Several federal administrative actions are required before the project can proceed: 
• FERC will decide whether or not to issue a Certificate of Public Convenience 

and Necessity under Section 7 of the Natural Gas Act for the project, and would 
administer its construction if authorized.  

• Bureau of Land Management, under authority of the Mineral Leasing Act, 
would need to issue Pacific Connector a federal Right-of-Way Grant, 
providing for construction of the PCGP and long-term occupancy of public land 
as authorized by an easement.  

• Forest Service responsible for determining consent for BLM issuance of 
Right-of-Way Grant for the portion of the PCGP that is on national forest 
system (NFS) lands.  

• Forest Service to ensure PCGP consistency with Forest Plans on the three 
involved national forests per direction from the National Forest Management 
Act.  



 
Amending Forest Plans: The Forest Service has worked closely with Pacific Connector 
and the FERC to identify and resolve potential impacts to NFS lands and resources.   
Responsive to Agency requests, Pacific Connector has agreed to changes to offset and 
minimize impacts of the PCGP on riparian zones, late-successional forest habitats, scenic 
values and other NFS resources. Agency recommendations were included in the final 
environmental impact statement (FEIS) for the PCGP.  Where unavoidable impacts 
remain, PCGP has agreed to implement an extensive mitigation package developed by 
the Forest Service.   
 
In December, 2008, the Forest Service notified the FERC that the Forest Plan amendment 
process would begin following Certification by the FERC.  An analysis for resource 
protection on NFS lands, including an extensive mitigation plan, was included in the 
FEIS as requested by the Forest Service.   
 
Forest Service has completed Forest Plan consistency reviews.   
 
Next Steps: 

• The Forest Service intends to proceed with the Notice of Intent by June 2009 
to amend Forest Plans as required by the NFMA. 

• The Forest Service and BLM will coordinate regarding specific conditions 
required for issuance of a Right-of-Way grant for the project.   

 
Stakeholders’ Interests: 
Opposition to the PCGP project includes 25 groups and many individuals such as: 

• Southern Pipeline Information Project – private landowners  
• Upper Rogue against LNG, based out of Trail, OR – private landowners  
• Pacific Crest Trail Association – impacts to the PCT 

Advocates for the PCGP project include project proponents: Jordon Cove Energy 
Project, L.P., and Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline, L.P.  Appendix J of the FEIS issued by 
the FERC includes a complete set of comments and responses to the DEIS. 
 
There is no identified opposition or advocacy for the amendments to Forest Plans. 
 
According to the project proponents, the pipeline would connect to an existing pipeline 
outside of Grants Pass, OR, and would increase the available supply to the western 
Oregon region by up to 25 percent. 
 
Contacts: 
Cheryl Caplan, Public Affairs Officer, Umpqua National Forest, 541-957-3270, 
ccaplan@fs.fed.us 
Pam Sichting, Project Information Lead, Umpqua National Forest, 541-957-3342, 
psichting@fs.fed.us 
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