: 3
United States Forest Sisk%giyon\ Chetco Ranger District
Department of Service Natidna1\ 555 Fifth Street

Agriculture Fores Brookings, Oregon 97415

Reply To: 2350 River Management
Date: July 23, 1993

Dear River Enthusiast:

Enclosed is a Decision Notice which announces our sixth Forest Plan amendment.
This amendment incorporates the Chetco River Management Plan into the Siskiyou
Forest Plan for management of the Chetco Wild and Scenic River.

When Congress designated the Chetco Wild and Scenic River under the Omnibus
Oregon Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1988, it directed the Secretary of
Agriculture to develop a management plan for the river. The Forest Plan
provided interim direction for this river until the management plan could be
completed. ’

The Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Plan and its Environmental
Assessment have been completed. This amandment replaces the interim direction
with the Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Pian. This plan provides for
the protection and enhancement of the Outstandingly Remarkable Values of the
river as well as other river related values.

The Environmental Assessment, upon which this decision is based, is available
here at the Chetco Ranger District Office. If you have questions or would like
to receive a copy of the River Management Plan or Environmental Assessment,
please contact Paul E. Cruz here at the Chetco Ranger District Office at

555 Fifth Street, Brookings, OR., 97415, or phone (503) 469-2196

Sincerely,

Ny teand Far_—
MICHAEL FRAZIER
District Ranger




DECISION NOTICE
AND
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

CHETCO WILD AND SCENIC RIVER
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

FOREST PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 6

Curry County, Oregon
USDA Forest Service
Siskiyou National Forest
Chetco Ranger District

- DECISION

The Chetco River was designated a %Wild and Scen1c River in 1988, with passage of
the Omnibus Oregon Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. The Act directs the Forest
Service to preserve the freeflowing character of the river and to develop a
management plan for the protect1on and/or enhancement of the outstandingly
remarkable values (ORV’'s) of the designated river and associated corridor. The
. ORV’s for the Chetco Wild and Scenic River are fisheries, water qua11ty and

recreation. This Decision Notice des1gnates what the management regime will be
for the Chetco Wild and Scenic River.

This decision affects four key areas:

The Wild river corridor (located mostly in de51gnated W11derness)
The Scenic river corridor. :

The Recreational river corridor.

The viewshed adjacent to the Scenic river corridor.

00 PO

It is my decision to 1rp1er ent the following alternatives:

1. Alternative II for tHe Wild segment.
2. Alternative II for the Scenic segment modified. to change the portion
that recommends mineral withdrawal to maintain the river segment open
to mineral entry.
3. Alternative VII for the Recreational segment.

It is a]so my decision to:

1. Implement the management actions as described in Chapter IV, Section A
of the River Management Pian (RMP).

2. Implement the boat use allocation system as outlined S§n Chapter IV,

~ Section B of the RMP.
3. Implement the schedule of planned act1v1t1es as displayed in Chapter
- IV, Section C of the RMP.

4. Imp]ement the monitoring and evaluation p]an as shown in Chapter 1V,

Section D of the RMP.

-
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5. Cooperate with individuals, groups, private interests and public
agencies to assure that the Outstandingly Remarkable Values of the
Chetco Wild and Scenic River are protected and that all interests are
served to the fullest extent possible.

TIERING

The Chetco Wild and Scenic River Environmental Assessment (EA) documents the
results of the analysis of management alternatives for the river, its designated
corridor, and adjacent viewsheds. The Chetco Wild and Scenic River EA is tiered
to the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the 1989 Land and
Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan) for the Siskiyou National Forest.

I have reviewed the FEIS and the Forestwide and Management Area Standards and
Guidelines in the Forest Plan designed to protect fisheries, water quality,
recreation, and other resource values. I have found those Standards and
Guidelines to be adequate protection for all river resource values except where
additional protective measures have been added in Chapter III, Section € of the
RMP. These additional standards and guidelines will clarify, enhance, expand
or add to the protection that the Forest Plan current]y prov1des, o that river
va1ues will be protected and can be enhaﬂeed

Because my review found existing Forestw*ae and Management Area Standards and
Guidelines to be adequate and additional standards and guidelines to be
enhancing, I found no nead to direct the Interdiscip]inary Team to perform a
basinwide analysis. A1l projects that occur in the Chetco River drainage basin
will be evaluated for their effects to the Chetco Wild and Scenic River resource
values, and those values will be protected

The EA and associated documents are ava11ab1e for review at the Chetco Ranger
District Office, the Siskiyou National Forest Superv1sor S 0ff1ce, and the
Chetco Public Library.

LOCATION OF WILD AND SCENIC RIVER

The Chetco Wild ard Scenic River origin ates in the Ka1m1op51s Wilderness just
below Dos Gap and ends at the Forest Boundary just above Loeb State Park. The
Chetco Wild and Scenic River is divided into three segments: Wild, Scenic, and
Recreational. Based on my decision above and with Congressional approva] the
segments will occur as follows:

Wild 27.5 mila segment from the headwaters to M1s1atnah
Creek.
Scenic 7.5 mile segment from Mislatnah Creek to Eag]e Creek.

Recreational * 9.5 mile segment from Eagle Creek to the Forest
Boundary.

The Chetco Wild and Scenic River corridor boundary averages approximately 320
acres per river mile and is described specifically in the Boundary Description

. : g
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(Appendix E) of the River Management Plan (RMP) and is shown on the RMP Corridor
» Map (Appendix D) also.

_ DESCRIPTIOMN OF SELECTED ALTERNATIVES

Recreational Segment: Alternative VII is the Selected Alternative.

Overcrowding A carrying capacity of 34 boats per day, from October 1
caused by too through March 31, is the maximum limit.
many boats: Phase 1: Guides would be reduced to 40. Mandatory private

‘boater registration would be implemented. No use limits.
would be set for commercial or private boat use. Boating use
would be monitored for ratio of commercial/private use and
for the 34 boat threshold.

Phase 2: A 50/50 split allocation system will be enacted
based on the 34 boat carrying capacity.

2A-Guides: Daily limit of 17 boats per day will be
implemented with a pre-season draft signup.

‘2B-Private: Daily limit of 17 boats per day will be
jmplemented with a daily permit system required.

Motorized Motorized becat use for any purpose other than emergency

boat use: search and rescue would not be allowed.

OHV use in - Offﬁhighwaykvehic!e crossings;wou1d be prohibited except for
~-and along - ~ . historic private property access. OHV use would still be

the river: allowed along the river bars. '

Use of anchors: Education on river etiquette and the responsible use of

anchors will be emphasized.

Fishing derbies:  The number of fishingﬁderbﬁes permitted per year would be no
= : more than two.

Level of " The Tevel ofoééi1ity use and development would be moderately

facility .. high, with primary emphasis on developing the facilities
development: identifiad in the Forest Plan, creating or improving

dispersed recreztion sites, and creating some viewpoints and
angler access points.

Mineral - The river corridor would remain open to mineral claim and

Withdrawal: discovery. Removal of common mineral materials such as
gravel, would be administered on a permit basis in areas
where extraction would not conflict with resource protection
or other resource objectives. _—

Scenic Segmenti Alternative II is thé Selected Alternative.

. : AN
Extending the The Forest Service is recommending to Congress that the
Scenic segment  Scenic segment be extended approximately 1.5 miles downstream
terminus: from the existing designation at Steel Bridge to the

confluence of Eagle Creek. This 1.5 mile addition shall be

- T
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Level of
facility
development:

~'Changing VQO’s
‘adjacent to the

Scenic corr1dor:

Motorized .
“boat use:

Mineral
Withdrawal:

Wild Segment

Extending the
Wild segment
~ terminus:

“gravel,

managed as Scenic until Congress acts on the Forest Service
recommendation.

The level of facility use and development would be moderate ¥
to low, with emphasis on developing projects identified in :
the Forest Plan, as well as potentially developing improved }
parking at the 1917-067 river access point, developing some
viewpoints along the 1376 Road above the Stee] Bridge, and
installing an angler access trail from the 1917-063 Road

oTheEVisua1 quality objectives (VQ0’s) of specific areas

adjacent to the Scenic river corridor would be changed from

‘Modification to Partial Retention.

Motorized boat use would not be allowed except for emergency

© search and rescue operations.

The river corridor would remain open to mineral claim and
discovery. Removal of common mineral materials such as
would not be permitted.

The Forest Service is recommending to Congress that the

Wild segment be extended approximately 2 miles downstream
from the existing designation at Boulder Creek to the "

confluence of Mislatnah Creek. This 2 mile addition shall be
managed as Wild until Congress acts on the Forest Service
recommendation.

ADJACENT FOREST PLAN MANAGEMENT AREAS

The National Forest System lands adJacent to the Wild and Scenic Chetco River
corridor have been reviewed for effects that management of these lands could

hdve .on Outstand1ng]) ‘Remarkable Values.

In general, existing management

direction and Forest Plan Standards and Guidelines are adequate to protect'ORV’s

and other rlver related values.

below.

1. The visual gquality obj

" Changes affecting adjacent lands are described

ectives of specific land areas directly adjacent

to the Scenic river corridor will be changed to Partial Retention as
per the Visual Analysis Map in Appendix D in the RMP.

2. Small boundary adjustments to the jnierim 1/4 mile corridor were made
to take advantage of topographical features, identifiable points —o

on-the-ground,

legal boundaries, and to maintain the average acres per

river mile at or below 320 acres in conformance with the Wild and

Scenic Rivers'Act.

This is reflected in the boundary~description in

Appendix E of the RMP and in the RMP Corridor Map (Appendix D)

-
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REASONS FOR DECISION

My decision focuses on protection and enhancement of the ORV’ s, resolution of
‘the major issues, and management of each individual river segment as a separate
e]ement of the entire Chetco Wild and Scenic River.

'l;!Wi1d;Segment

My selection of Alternative Il will initiate a recommendation from the Forest

. Service to Congress that the Wild segment end at Mislatnah Creek. This is an
extension of the original Congressional des1gnat1on by two miles. This is my
preference because the two mile segment of river from Boulder Creek to Mislatnah
Creek is remote and accessible only by trail; is entirely free of impoundments,
diversions, or other alterations; and has high water quality and shorelines

. which are essentially primitive. All these criteria meet the definition of a
Wild river segment.

Scenic Segment

My selection okalternqtive I will:

1. Initiate & recommendation from the Forest Service to Congress that the
Scenic segment end at Eagle Creek. This is an extension of the
.~ original Congressional designation by 1.5 miles. This is my preference
. because the 1.5 mile segment of river from Steel Bridge to Eagle is
accessible only by trail and unimproved road in one place; is entirely
free of impoundments, diversions, or other alterations; contains a
steep, scenic gorge; and has high water quality and shorelines which
~are still largely primitive. All these criteria meet the definition of
a Scenic river segment.

2. Implement a moderately low level of facility development. This is
because the Scenic river segment currently exists in a minimally
. developed state, and the desired future condition for this segment is
to maintain a semi-primitive type of recreation experience. The
minimal improvements planned for this segment through this alternative
~will enhance the recreational experience without altering the
semi-primitive quality of the area.

3. Change VQO’s in adjacent land area to Partial Retention, as identified
on the visual analysis map. This is because the visual analysis has
shown that some c'1b1ca1 viewpoints from the river in the Scenic
segment are currently managed under Modification (MA-14) VQO’s. The
scenic quality of these highly visible Tand areas could be impacted
unless managed at more restrictive visual guidelines. Therefore, —
changing VQO’s in these specific areas to Partial Retention (MA-13)
protects the visual resource without eliminating other management

- options as well. AN

4. Prevent motorized boat use from occurring except for emergency search

and rescue type situations. This is because the highly pristine nature
of the river and shorelines in this section lend themselves to a

-~ *
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semi-primitive non-motorized recreation experience as identified in the ,
desired future condition stated in the RMP.

5. Change the portion of this alternative that recommends mineral

" withdrawal to maintain the river segment open to mineral entry. This
is because it would be impractical to recommend mineral withdrawal on
an area that has low mineral potential and low probability of existing
claims being developed into mining operations. Recommending mineral
withdrawal of an area to the BLM implies a high level of need and
carries a burden of documentation that warrants recommending only those
areas with a_high probability for claims or development. In this case,

~ the need does not exist.

Recredtional Segment

My se1e¢tion of Alternative VII will do the following:

1. Implement an allocaticn/permitting/monitoring system for commercial and
noncommercial winter boat use that will limit the use to a carrying
capacity of 34 total boats per day. Commercial guides operating on the
Chetco River will be reduced to 40 and private boaters will be required
to register their daily use. Further restrictions may be determined by
monitoring. . o :

This alternative was selected because it deals with the winter use boat

~ overcrowding problem directly, while still retaining some options for
the future as well. Immediate allocation alternatives could ignore
changes in use which may have occurred since the OSU Chetco River
Recreation Users Study was compieted in 1988, and since subsequent
pubTic input was received for the RMP. Conversely, waiting until
monitoring results indicate a greater need, letting attrition reduce

" guide numbers, or doing nothing would ignore the need and opportunity
to implement a solution now. Because this alternative meets the need;

" because it has two phases of implementation which set some restrictions
in place now and reserve some for a later date; because it has specific
monitoring triggers identified; and because it is based on sound
methodology and tied directly to the Users Study, I have chosen it as
the oreferred solution te this problem.

2. Prevent motorized boat use from occurring except for emergency search
and rescue type situations. This is the result of public input.
received during the RMP planning process. Many private individuals and
most of the guides contacted preferred to see a ban on motorized boat
use on the river. The existing use of motors impacts other users
through smoke, noise, upstream movement against "drift" traffic,
disturbance to fish and fishing success, repeated runs up through -prime
holes, and racing downstream to the next hole. The competition and
disturbance that motors create have caused enough ‘public response to
warrant a ban on motorized use. In addition, few rivers are so
accessible by boat and yet lend themselves so readily to a quality
fishing experience in.a quiet and natural setting, that the absence of
motors would be missed by few and would greatly increase the potential
for a quality experience for many.

- T
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‘l Protection of the ORV’s and cher resources

3. Initiate an education program aimed at river etiquette and the
responsible use of anchors. I am not banning anchors altogether
because the issue with anchoring appears to be related to the issues of
overcrowding and motorized boat use. My decisions on those two issues
may alleviate most of the perception that use of anchors is causing
major congestion problems. However, in order to ensure that anchor use
causes minimum impacts, we will proceed with informational materials
and opportunities to-educate ‘the guides and general public alike.

4. Prevent off-highway vehicles (OHV) from crossing the river, allowing
‘this use only for historic private property access. This is because
the existing problems and potential future problems of allowing river
crossing to continue will not be solved and may likely escalate if this

"~ use is not curtailed. The alternative to zone the use would not solve
the problems associated with it, but only focus them to a particular
area, and eliminating OHV’s entirely from the river bars is so
restrictive that it would prevent river bar access to a majority of the
users. This alternative, while eliminating motorized vehicular access
across the river, prevents some conflicts and impacts while still
aliowing wading and boat access across the river to users interested in
escaping the crowds.

5. Limit the number of annual fishing derbies to two. This is both for
administrative/enforcement reasons and so that the general public have
a majority of the available season to recreate without being impacted
with the concentrated use and traffic that occurs during fishing
derbies. This still allows the special use to occur but limits the use
to an equitable number for that type of event.

6. Implement a moderately high level of facility development. This is
because the Recreational river segment currently exists in a moderately
developed state and the desired future condition for this segment is to
maintain a semi-social type of recreation experience. By implementing
a moderately high Tevel of development, the existing demand for
recreation facilities will be met and a gradual increase in demand can
be planned for, while maintaining the natural setting that attracts
recreationists to the Chetco Wild and Scenic River.

7. Maintain the river segment open to mineral entry. This is because it

~ would be impractical to recommend mineral withdrawal on an area that
has low mineral potential and low probability of existing claims being
developed into mining operations. Recommending mineral withdrawal of
an area to the BLM implies & high level of need and carries a burden of
documentation and nead that warrants recommending only those areas with
a high probability for claims or development. In this case, the need
does not exist. ' e

.
The standards and guidelines in the Forest Plan as well as those in the River
Management Plan will protect the ORV’s and other resources of the entire Wild

~a@nd Scenic River. In addition, opportunities for enhancement of those resource'
~ values are allowed to occur as described in the RMP. Therefore, the protection

o t g
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and enhancement of all resource values of the Chetco Wild and Scenic River have. =
been provided for in the RMP.

AMENDMENTS MADE TO THE FOREST PLAN
Amehdment No. 6 to the Siskiyou Forest Plan will do the following things:

1. Include the final corridor boundary description, acreage and map into
the Management Area sections for MA 2 - Wild River and MA 10 - Scenic/
Recreational River. : L

2. Incorporate by reference the Management Goals and Objectives, Desired
Future Condition, and Standards and Guidelines described in the RMP for
both MA 2 - Wild River and MA 10 - Scenic/Recreational River.

3. Adopt the Implementation section of the RMP (Chapter IV), into the
Forest Plan, Chapter V - Implementation of the Forest Plan. This would
include the Management Actions, Boat Use Allocation System, Schedule of
Pianned Activities, and Monitoring and Evaluation sections of RMP
Chapter IV. (Completion of projects listed under the Schedule of

- Planned Activities would be dependent upon site-specific NEPA analysis
and available funding.)

4. Change the acreage of some land areas directly adjacent to the Scenic
river corridor from MA 14 - General Forest allocation, to MA 13 -~
Partial Retention allocation. This is because of my decision to

~ implement Alternative II for the Scenic segment which includes this
" change. :

. These cganges are determined to be non-significant amendments to the Siskiyou
Forest Plan for the following reasons:

1.~ The changes to the final river corridor boundary from the interim
corridor boundary are minor and still maintain approximately the same
total acres of corridor and average acres of corridor per river mile.

2. The standards and guidelines, management goals and objectives, and
desired future condition included in the RMP are consistent with those
of the Forest Plan and add to it, to make the Forest Plan more specific
 4n reference to the Chetco Wild and Scenic River than it previously
was.

3. The implementation of management actions, the boat use allocation
system, the schedule of planned activities, and the monitoring and
evaluation plan included in the RMP all help make the Forest Plan move
specific in reference to the Chetco Wild and Scenic River and do not
make significant changes in the multiple use goals anQ objectives for
long-term land and resource management.

4. Changing land allocation in areas adjacent to the Scenic river corridor
_amounts to a change of 708 acres from MA 14 to MA 13 allocation. This
is a reduction of about 1/6 of 1% of the total Forest acres available
under the General Forest (MA 14) land allocation.

-
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

Public participation was-an integral part of the river planning process.
Interested citizens, groups, guides, local governments, and state and federal
agencies were involved and contributed to the development of the major issues

~and review of the Draft River Management Plan. The river planning team used a
variety of methods to contact and record public input. This scoping process is
described in detail in Chapter I, Section C of the EA, and in Chapter I, Section
D of the RMP. , ;

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED IN DETAIL

Recreational Segment

| The rime}~p1anning team developed and analyzed seven alternatives in detai]'in
the Environmental Assessment for the Recreational river segment.

*Alternative I (Mo Action): This would prescribe no change from existing
~management direction and the river would be managed under existing Forest Plan
guidelines and interim river management direction. No Draft RMP or Final RMP
would be developed and no standards & guidelines, management objectives, desired
future condition, implementation plan, or monitoring plan would be developed.

No restrictions or alternatives would be developed for any of the major issues
identified and none of the existing problems would get resolved.

~~*Alternative Il: This alternative focuses on a high level of use and

- development with numerous new facilities proposed as well as those already
listed in the Forest Plan. It would limit total boats on the river to 48 and
reduce the number of guides to 58. It would enact a 50/50 split allocation
system between commercial and noncommercia]'users-and\permits-would;be*reqﬂired
«for both user types. It proposes education as the primary emphasis for
resolving the issues of motorized boat use, use of anchors, and OHV use in and

~along the river. Also, no more than four fishing derbies would be allowed and
the segment corridor would remain open to mineral entry. ‘

*Alternative IIl: This alternative focuses on a moderately high level of use
and ‘development with some new projects and site improvement proposed as well as
those already listed in the Forest Plan. It would limit total ‘boats on the
river to 34 and reduce the number of guides to 40. It would enact a 50/50 split
allocation system between commercial and noncommercial users and permits would

- be required for both user types. It weuld allow motorized boat use only on
specific days of the week; anchor use within ten feet of the shore; and OHV use
across the river would be curtailed except for historic private property :
crossings. Also, no more than three fishing derbies would be allowed and the—.
segment corridor would remain open to mineral entry.

*Alternative IV: This alternative focuses on a moderate levehof use and
development with only those projects listed in the Forest Plan proposed. It
would 1imit total boats on the river to 22 and reduce the number of guides to
25. It would enact a 50/50 split allocation system between commercial and
noncommercial users and permits would be required for both user types. It would
allow motorized boat use only below Nook Bar; anchor use only below Nook Bar;

- b 4
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and OHV use across the river would be allowed only below Redwood Bar. ‘Also, no_
more than two fishing derbies would be allowed and the segment corridor wou]d b&
recommended to be withdrawn from future mineral entry. i

*Alternative V: This alternative focuses on a minimal level of use and

- development with no projects proposed at all. It would eliminate fishing boats
on the river entirely, eliminate motorized boat use entirely, eliminate
anchoring entirely, eliminate OHV use in or along the river entirely, and allow
no fishing derbies to be held at all. Also, the segment corridor would be
recommended to be withdrawn from future mineral entry.

*Alternative VI: This alternative focuses on input received from numerous -
meetings with river guides. It would maintain the existing moratorium on
issuing new guide permits, allow for guide attrition from the system, and
institute a minimum two year monitoring program before any more restrictions are
placed. If monitoring thresholds are exceeded, a 50/50 split allocation system
would then go into effect and total boat restriction placed.: No-motorized boat
use would be allowed, no fishing from an anchored device would be allowed, and
© no more than three fishing derbies would be allowed annually. Also, the
alternative focuses on a high level of use and development with numerous new
facilities proposed as weli as thosz already listed in the Forest Plan, and OHV
use across the river would be curtailed except for historic private property
crossings. In addition, the segment corridor would be recommended to be -
withdrawn from future m1nera] entry.

*Alternative VII: This alternative was developed after input from the guides
and the public to combine various elements of the other alternatives in order to
balance recent information and input with that received during initial scoping.
This alternative would set a total boat carrying capacity on the river at: 34
boats per day and would be implemented 'in two phases. Phase 1 would reduce the
~-number -of guides to 40 and require mandatory private boater registration but
would not place limits on use by guides or private boaters. Instead, it has a
~ detailed monitoring system with triggers that would determine when Phase:2 would
.be implemented. Phase 2 would institute a 50/50 split allocation system based
on the 34 boat carrying capacity. Depending on monitoring results, Phase 2A
would restrict guides to 17 boats per day and would require pre-season signup of
limited use days, and Phase 2B would limit private boats to 17 per day and
require a daily permit system. Either Phase 2A or Phase 2B could be enacted
independently, or both could be implemented at the same time, depending on
monitoring results. :

In addition, this alternative would prohibit motorized boat use on the river,
stress aducation on responsible use of anchors, 1imit the number of fishing
derbies to no more than tweo,-and restrict OHV use across the river to only
historical private property access. It also represents a moderately high level
of use and development and would propose some new projects and site improvement
as well as those projects listed in the Forest Plan, and the corridor would
remain open to future mineral entry. «
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Scenic Segment

The river planning team developed and analyzed two alternatives in detail in the
Environmental Assessment for the Scenic river segment.

*Alternative 1 (No Action): Similar to Alternative I in the Recreational
segment, no RMP with its accompanying direction would be developed and the river
corridor segment would be managed under existing Forest Plan and interim river
management direction. As a result, the Scenic river segment terminus would
remain at Steel Bridge, only projects listed in the Forest Plan would be
proposed, no restrictions on motorized boat use would be developed, 1and
allocations adjacent to the corridor would remain the same, and the river

corridor would remain open to future mineral entry.

*Alternative I1: - This alternative focuses on a moderate to low level of use and

development where some improved access and site enhancement projects would be
proposed in addition to the trail development project listed in the Forest Plan.
Also, the terminus would be recommended to be extended 1.5 miles downstream to
Eagle Creek, no motorized boat use would be allowed, some adjacent land area
allocations would be changed to Partial Retention from General Forest, and the

_corridor would be recommended to be withdrawn from future mineral entry.

Wild Segment

The river planning team developed and analyzed two alternatives in detail in the

Environmental Assessment for the Wild river segment.

L *A]ternative 1 (No Action): Similar to Alternative I in the Recreational and

Scenic segments; no RMP with its accompanying direction would be developed and
the river corridor segment would be managed under existing Forest Plan and
interim river management direction. That would include management of the river
under Wilderness (MA 1) standards and guidelines because the whole of the Wild
river segment is within the Kalmiopsis Wilderness Area. As a result, the Wild
river segment terminus would remain at Boulder Creek at the boundary of the
Wilderness.

*Alternative Il: Under this alternative, the Wild segment terminus would be
recommended to be extended Z miles downstream to Mislatnah Creek, and standards
and guidelines developed in the RMP for MA 2 - Wild River would determine
management constraints for the area. ’

OTHER ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED, BUT ELIMINATED FROM DETAiLED STUDY

Other alternatives to address the major issues above were not developed because
of the full range of alternatives proposec in the Recreational segment and the
limited scope of the issues in the Scenic and Wild segments. Other issues were
brought up by the public that were considered to be important but not major
issues needing alternatives to resolve them. Much of this input was used to
develop standards and guidelines found in the RMP and some issues were found to
be outside the scope of this Environmental Assessment. A list of these other
issues and an accompanying explanation of how they were handled can be found in
Appendix A to the Environmental Assessment titled Sub-issues.

-
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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

Following a review of the Environmental Assessment and project file, I have
determined that this is not a major federal- action that will significantly
affect the quality of the human environment. Therefore, an Environmental Impac
Statement is not necessary and will not be prepared. This determination is
based on the following considerations: o

1. “Irreversible and irretrievable commitments of resources and adverse
cumulative or secondary effects will not exceed those discussed and
evaluated in the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Siskiyou
Forest Plan. - : , : : :

2. Direct, indirect, and cumulative environmental impacts were analyzed
and disclosed in the Environmental Assessment, and were not found to t
significant. . :

3. There wiT] be no negative'effects/to wetlands,‘floodp1ains, prime
~ farmlands, rangelands, or forest lands; and no civil rights of minorit
groups, women, or consumers will be adversely affected.

4. Activities planned in the Chetco Wild and Scenic River corridor will
not affect the environment beyond or downriver from the designated
corridor.

5. River Management Plan direction is not expected to cause any
significant adverse impacts to any threatened, endangered, or sensitiv
-plant or animal species. Site-specific biological evaluations will be
done for specific projects planned in the corridor.

6. The River Management Plan is in.compliance with relevant federal,
state, and local laws, regulations, and requirements designed for the
protection of the environment. The RMP meets the State of Oregon wate
and air gquality standards.

~J

There are no anticipated impacts on cultural/heritage resources or on
Pacific yew from implementation of the RMP.

8. Projects proposed and listed in the River Management Plan will be
evaluated separately for their environmental effects and no project
determined to have significant environmental effects will be
implemented without first completing an Environmental Impact Statement

The River Management Plan and Environmental Assessment meet all requirements of
the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA); the National Forest -——
Management Act of 1976 (NFMA); the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968;
and all other applicable laws. )
: , ~

Biological Evaluations for plants and animals have been done and are located in
the Chetco Wild and Scenic River project file. The Biological Evaluations
assess the impacts of the RMP on all threatened, endangered, and sensitive
species that could potentially be found in the Chetco Wild and Scenic River
corridor. The Biological Evaluations conclude that the RMP is not expected to

-~ ¥
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cause any adverse effects to any of these species. Further site-specific
surveys for these threatened, endangered, and sensitive species and appropriate
interagency consultation will be conducted for any proposed project. Part of
the river corridor is included in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Critical
Habitat Area and in the Interagency Scientific Committee’s Habitat Conservation
Area proposed for the northern spotted owl. Final boundaries and governing
regulations for the northern spotted owl may take precedence over some of the
standards and gquidelines and proposals contained within the RMP. These
governing regulations will be incorporated into the Forest Plan and implemented
appropriately.

RIGHT TO APPEAL

There are wetlands and flcodplains within the planning area. Therefore,
implementation of this decision shall not occur within 30 days following
publication of the legal notice of the decision in the Grants Pass Daily
Courier.

This decision is subject tc appeal pursuant to 36 CFR 217. Any written Notice
of Appeal of this cecision must be fully consistent with 36 CFR 217.9 (Content
of a Notice of Appeal) and must include the specific reasons for appeal. A
written Notice of Appeal, in duplicate, must be filed with the Reviewing
Officer, John Lcwe, Regionzl Forester, P.O.. Box 3623, Portland, OR., 97208-3623,
within 45 days of the date legal not1ce of this dec1s1on appears in the Crants
Pass Daily Courier.

For further information contact: Paul E.'Cruz, River Planning Team Leader,
- Chetco Ranger District, 555 Fifth Street, Brookings OR., 97415; (503) 469-2196.

Responsible Official m,_. Eg_(_ ,Z“;; ) 23 7¢3
J. Miéhael Lunn te
Forest Supervisor

Siskiyou National Forest
P.0O. Box 440
Grants Pass, OR. 97526

— T
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QUICK REFERENCE

The Quick Reference section is designed to help people find quickly the
information they are most interested in.

Private property:

* Existing Condition...See Chapter 11, section A, "Overview", under "land
Ownership".

* Curry County land use regulations...See Chapter I, section E,
"Relationship to Other Plans", under "Curry County Comprehensive Plan":
also see Chapter 1V, section F, "Coordination with Other Agencies”,
under "County Planning Commission: County Ordinznces...".

* Forest ‘Service actions to reduce impacts of recreation on private
property...See Chapter IV, section A, "Management Actions", under
"Recreation”.

s * Land Acquisition...See Chepter 111, section C, "Standards and
: Cuidelines", under "Lands". :
* Other Agencies with roles in private land use...See Chapter IV, section

E, "Roles and Responsibilities of Management Partners", under DSL, DEqQ,
DLCD, ODFW, and ODF. ‘ : :
‘ o * Relzationship to Wild and Scenic River boundary...See Chapter 111,
section D, "Boundary Description"; also see Appendix F, "Maps".

River recreation:

s * Existing condition...See Chapter 11, section B, "Outstandingly
i Remarkable Values”, under "Recreztion".
= *  Vision for the future...See Chapter 11I, section B, "Desired Future

Condition".
Forest Service zctions zffecting river recreation...See Chapter 111,

2 *

i section C, "Stendards and Guidelines" under "Recreation"; also see
Chapter 1V, section A, "Management Actions", under "Recreation” - and
& section D, "Monitoring and Evalusztion”.

‘Boat Use:
* Allocetion of permits...See Chapter 1V, section B, "Boat Use Allocation
System"; also see Chapter V, "Trzcking Alternatives Selected in the
Environmental Assessment”. : ’

Timber harvest:

* - Existing condition...See Chapter 1I, section D, "Resource Activities

; and Land Uses", under "Timber".

- * Vision for the future of the corridor landscape...See Chapter 111,
section B, "Desired Future Condition".

: - % On private land...See the "Private property" topic above.

= * On National- Forest land...See Chapter 111, section C, "Standards and
Guidelines", under "Timber Management™. ' .

.. Fish and fish habitat:

* Existing condition...See Chapter 11, section B, "Outstandingly
Remarkable Values", under "Fisheries".

* Vision for the future...See Chapter 111, section B, "Desired Future
Condition".
L ' Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Plan
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* Forest Service actions affecting fish and fish habitet...See Chapter
111, section C, "Standards and Guidelines”, under "Fish"; also see
Chapter IV, section A, "Manzgement Actions", under "Fish" and "Water
Quality".

* Other federal and state agencies that have roles in fish management...
See Chapter 1V, section E, "Roles and Responsibilities of Management
Partners", under "U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service" and "Oregon Dept. of
Fish and Wildlife"; also see Chapter I, section E, "Relationship to
Other Plans”, under "ODFW: Draft Fisheries Management Plan for the
Chetco River" and under "Chetco River Basin Anadromous Salmonid Habitat
Overview".

Water Quality:

* Existing condition...See Chapter 1I, section B, "Outstandingly
Remarkable Values", under "Water (Quality and Quantity)".

* Vision for the future...See Chzpter I1I, section B, "Desired Future
Condition". . :

* Forest Service actions affecting water quality...See Chapter 111,
section C, "Standards and Guidelines”, under "Water Quality" and
"Fish"; also see Chapter 1V, section D, "Monitoring and Evaluation”.

* Other federal and state zgencies that have roles in water quality...
See Chapter IV, section E, "Roles and Responsibilities of Management
Partners", under WRD, ODFW, and DEQ.

Wildlife, including threatened, endengered and sensitive species:

* Existing condition...See Chapter II, section C, "Other Resource
Values", under "Wildlife". .

* Vision for the future...See Chapter 111, section B, "Desired Future
Condition". ~ v

* Forest Service zctions affecting wildlife...See Chapter 11I, section C,

"Standards znd Guidelines", under "Wildlife and Sensitive Plants”.

Scenic values:

* Existing condition...See Chapter II, section C, "Other Resource
Values", under "Scenic". .

* Vision for the future...See Chapter 11l, section B, "Desired Future
Condition".

* Forest Service actions affecting scenic values...See Chapter 1II,
section C, "Standards and Guidelines", under "Visual Resource".

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Plan
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CHAPTER I. INTRODUCTION

A. Historical Perspective

In 1968, Congress enacted the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and, for
the first time, established a system for preserving outstanding
free-flowing rivers. As defined in the Act, a National Wild and Scenic
River must be free-flowing and have at least one Outstandingly Remarkable
Value (ORV). The Act provides regulations for protective management and
control of development for rivers included in the system.

In 1988, the Omnibus Oregon Wild and Scenic Rivers Act added parts of forty
rivers in Oregon to the National Wild and Scenic River system. A 44.5 mile
segment of the Chetco River was designated a Wild and Scenic River under
this legislation. The Act required the Forest Service to prepare a
comprehensive river manegement plan within three years. The Congressional .
Record indicated that anadromous fisheries and water quality qualified as
Outstandingly Remarkable Values on the Chetco. Congress also recognized
on-site angling and other recreation opportunities as important.

The Chetco Wild and Scenic River is located in sbuthwest coastal Oregon on
the Siskiyou National Forest on the Chetco Ranger District, which has its
office located in Brookings, Oregon.

B. River Management Plan Design - What the Plan Will Do

The Chetco River Management Plan (this document) will guide management of
federally designated portions of the Chetco River for the next 10-15 years.

This River Management Plan (RMP) is accompanied by an Environmental
Assessment (EA). -The EA gives the public information about the issues
involved and the environmental analysis done by the river planning team.
The alternative chosen by the Forest Supervisor from the Environmental
Assessment is the foundation for the River Management Plan. The Forest

~ Supervisor’s decision is in the Decision Notice, which is bound in the

Environmental Assessment.

This plan establishes management goals for the Chetco Wild and Scenic River
and management guidelines for protection of all river-related resource
values and enhancement of the ORV’s. It incorporates the decisions made in
the Environmental Assessment and describes the desired future condition of
the Chetco River corridor. The management goals and desired future
condition, described in detail in Chapter II of the River Management Plan,
will guide implementation of the plan.

C. Values and Issues - Drivers of the Plan

The resource values and the issues, along with the management objectives,
are the "drivers" of plan development.

Values

When the river planning team began work on a river management plan in 1990,
they did a detailed assessment of the resource values on the Chetco River.

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Plan
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The Resource Assessment, which was completed in November 1990, evaluated
all the resources and values on the river. In addition to the fisheries
and water quality values recognized in the Congressional record, the
recreational value of the Chetco was identified as an Outstandingly
Remarkable Value. '

To qualify as an ORV, each value must be a unique, rare, or exemplary
feature that is significant at a regional or national level. Specific
criteria and detailed assessments of individual values are available in the
complete Resource Assessment (Appendix B). The team’s findings are
summarized below. .

Recreation: "The recreation opportunities available on and near the
Chetco River, particularly the outstanding opportunity to catch large
Chinook salmon and steelhead, attract visitors from outside the
geographic region. Visitors travel long distances to use the river

. resources for this outstanding fishing value. The river also provides
settings for competitive events such as fishing derbies. These
recreational values are considered to be OQutstandingly Remarkable."

Water Quality: "The overall high water quality of the Chetco River is
recognized as being a critical component of several other related
river values and is found to be an Outstandingly Remarkable Value."

Fish: "The Chetco is a world class fishery which is frequently cited
in outdoor publications and commercial outfitter/quide advertising.
The habitat and river system is identified and rated by the ODFW as a
special management area for anadromous fisheries and is one of the top
five fisheries within the region. The quality and significance of the
anadromous fisheries on the Chetco qualifies this resource to be
considered an Outstandingly Remarkable Value."

Issues

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) defines issues as
“...unresolved conflicts regarding alternative uses of available
resources.” Issues can also be defined as subjects of public interest
relating to resource management. The river planning team identified issues
‘ for the Chetco River through a scoping process. They consulted with other
“agencies, interested groups and individuals. The .identified issues are
fully defined and addressed in the Environmental Assessment. The following
issues were identified:

1)  Overcrowding caused by too many boats in the Recreational
segment.

2)  Motorized boat use in the Recreational segment.
3) Use of anchors in the Recreational segment.

4) Off-highway vehicle use in and along the river in the
Recreational segment.

5) ~ Number of fishing derbies held in the Recrational segment.

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Plan
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6) Level of facility development in the Scenic and Recreational
segments.

7)  Mineral withdrawals in the Scenic and Recreational segments.
| 8) Extending the Scenic and Wild River segments.

9) Changing visual quality objectives adjacent to the Scenic
segment. .

Protection and enhancement of other resource values and resource uses are
dealt with in this plan, but were not considered issues that needed
development of a range of alternatives to resolve.

D. Public Involvement

& The scoping process was carried out in two main phases. Phase 1 was used
to collect and compile a list of the issues, and to determine the
significance of each issue prior to the development of a proposed action or

s . Draft River Management Plan (DRMP). Depending on their significance, the

P issues were addressed with either an array of alternative management

- strategies or with a mitigating standard and guideline.

£ Phase 2 was used to allow public review of the significant issues and their

SR corresponding alternatives, as well as the proposed DRMP. The objective
was to generate any issues with the DRMP, identify any additions or changes

2 which needed to be made in it, and to provide input on the development of

: the alternatives. Very little input was received during Phase 2 scoping.

- E. Relationship to Other Plans |

¢ 1. The Siskiyou Forest Plan

i ' Planning for National Forests has two levels. The first level of

planning, the programmatic level, includes the Forest Land and Resource

Management Plan (Forest Plan). The Forest Plan provides direction for

r all resource management programs, practices, uses, and protection

? measures on the Siskiyou National Forest. The River Management Plan
also falls within this category. Since the Forest Plan is already in

. effect, it will be amended to incorporate the RMP and any changes to

: standards and guidelines or allocations. The standards and guidelines
for the Chetco MA-10 Scenic/Recreation River and MA-2 Wild River will
be added to Chapter IV of the Forest Plan. The Chetco River Management
Plan will be included as an appendix to the Forest Plan. The Forest
Supervisor is responsible for developing the RMP and its associated
Environmental Assessment, and for integrating this direction into the
Forest Plan. » ‘ ’

The second level of planning is project-level planning. At this Tevel,
site-specific projects are tiered to the Forest Plan, and are designed
« to achieve the goals and objectives of the Plan. Individual projects
= are proposed for implementation and are analyzed for their effects
using the process formulated by the National Environmental Policy Act
5 , (NEPA). These site-specific plans will be done to implement projects
& identified in the RMP, as well.
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2. Curry County Comprehensive Plan

The Curry County Comprehensive Plan does not presently reflect the fact
that the Chetco River has been given Federal Wild and Scenic River
status. It does recognize the need to cooperate with the administering
agency (Forest Service) when reviewing proposed land divisions or
building permits which could affect Wild and Scenic River areas.

The county’s Scenic Waterway Areas Overlay Zone (SW-zone) addresses
Wild and Scenic Rivers in the county. Following are the uses permitted
in the SW-zone (from the Curry County Zoning Ordinance, 1989).

Any use permitted in a zoning district shall be allowable on lands
adjacent to Scenic Waterways located in the county provided that:

1. 'If the property proposed for use is located within the legal
boundaries of a National Wild and Scenic River, as established by
Act of Congress, then no building permit shall be issued unless the
applicant has obtained an authorization from the administering
agency for construction on property subject to a scenic easement.

2. The uses allowed by the Curry County Zoning Ordinance are
consistent with those permitted by the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act and the Oregon Scenic Waterways Act on those lands
regulated by these laws.

3. Single-family residential densities in the scenic waterway shall be
defined by the densities allowed by the National Wild and Scenic
River Act and the Oregon Scenic Waterways Act and the Curry County
Zoning Ordinance.

4. No divisions of land for developmental purposes within the scenic
waterways areas shall be approved by the County until the
residential density of the property is established under the
National Wild and Scenic River Act and/or the Oregon Scenic
Waterways Act.

5. Minimum lot sizes for divisions of land for the purpose of v
construction of a dwelling within the scenic waterways area shall
be determined by the area necessary to provide an adequate water
supply, sewage disposal, access, and setback requirements and not
the lot size specified for resource use of the land.

The entire designated Chetco Wild and Scenic River is within Curry
County. The privately owned portions of the corridor are in three
different zone designations. Most of the lands fall within the Forest
Grazing (FG) zone. Some are zoned Timber (T), and there’s a small
parcel in the Rural Residential (RR) zone.

The FG-zone lands are used primarily for combinations of
grazing/pasture land and forested areas. The purpose of the zone is to
protect these uses and to allow other compatible uses. The T-zone
lands are protected for the continued production of forest products and
related, compatible uses. The RR-zone allows people to live in rural
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areas, but generally Timits dwelling density to one dwelling for every
5 or 10 acres.

The parcel of RR-zoned land within the Chetco River corridor is an
exception to the guidelines for that zone. Known as "Wilderness
Retreat", this roughly 32-acre parcel was sub-divided into 47 lots,
ranging between 0.6 and 1.3 acres in size. Half of the Jots line the
high embankment along the river. Forest road #1376 crosses behind
these, and the remaining lots line the other side of the road. This
lot size exception was made before the current guidelines went into
effect. '

Setbacks are one of the most important design_standards used as a tool
to-mitigate environmental and visual impacts of possible rural
residential of commercial development adjacent to rivers. Section
4.011 of the County Zoning Ordinances requires that structural
development "be set back fifty (50) feet from the streambank of all
perennial streams unless, after consultation with the Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife, it is found that reduction of the setback will
not jeopardize stability, water, and wildiife habitat quality."

The required setback for septic leachfield systems is 100 feet from any
river, perennial stream, well, or wet area. Exceptions are made for

~sand filtration septic systems, which must be setback at least 50 feet

from these same water sources.

Currently, Curry County has no specific ordinances regarding riparian
vegetation. During their next periodic review, the County will review
its current ordinances to assure compliance with -the many goals
outlined by Oregon’s Department of Land Conservation and Development
(DLCD). Compliance with Goal 5, Natural Resources Protection, will
require the County to address ordinances which may affect the Chetco
Wild and Scenic River.

3. Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife: Draft Fisheries Management
Plans for the Chetco River

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) has two draft plans
for management of the fisheries in the Chetco River.

The Draft Chetco Basin Plan for Fall Chinook, -of January 14, 1991,
outlines historical data about origin, distribution, spawning density,
run size, migration, hatchery production, and harvest. It also
outlines objectives for two alternative methods of management.
Alternative 1 directs management to be consistent with the wild fish
policy, and does not allow for any hatchery-raised fall Chinook. This
is not their recommended alternative.

Alternative 2 directs management to be consistent with the wild fish
policy, but allows hatchery supplementation of fall Chinook. This is
their recommended alternative. The two management objectives under
this recommended alternative are (1) Provide for an average annual run
size to the river of about 10,000 wild and hatchery fall Chinook to the
mouth of the Chetco River. (2) Achieve and maintain a 10-year average
in-river harvest of about 2,500 wild and hatchery fall Chinook,  as
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estimated by salmon-steelhead tag returns, from a run size of about
10,000. These numbers are current goals and may change upon further
staff and public review.

The Draft Winter Steelhead Plan for the South Coast Basin, of May 23,
1991, outlines historical data about origin, distribution, spawning
density, migration, escapement, population trends, hatchery production,
and harvest of steelhead in the Chetco, Floras Creek/New River, and
Winchuck River systems. It does not contain alternative methods for
management of the steelhead fishery, nor does it outline specific
management objectives.

These plans are the ODFW’s latest attempt to plan the management of the
fish resource on the Chetco River. The goals and objectives for
fisheries management by the ODFW are consistent with the objective of
protecting and enhancing Outstandingly Remarkable Values, as per
Section'10(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968.

4., Chetco River Basin Anadromous Salmonid Habitat Overview

The Chetco River Basin Anadromous Salmonid Habitat Overview, of
February 1986, provides guidance for salmonid habitat management and
improvement. Specifically, it describes the watershed, fish population
status and trends, and fishery harvest. It also describes habitat
requirements, 1imiting factors, improvement opportunities and
improvement priorities. This plan was a coordinated effort between
fish biologists from the Siskiyou National Forest, the ODFW in Gold
Beach, and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in Coos Bay, Oregon.

" The purpose of the overview was not to direct action, but rather to
inform agencies and the public of recognized options and opportunities
for enhancement of the sport and commercial fisheries.

This overview has been used to help identify opportunities for fishery
enhancement projects and to help describe the existing condition for
the fish resource in the Chetco Wild and Scenic River Resource
Assessment (Appendix A).
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CHAPTER 11. RIVER DESCRIPTION

The following information is an overview of the Chetco River environment. More
detailed resource information can be obtained by reviewing the Chetco Wild and
Scenic River Resource Assessment, (Appendix B).

A. Overview
1. Llocation

The Chetco Wild and Scenic River is located within Curry County in
Southwest Oregon on the Chetco Ranger District of the Siskiyou National

Forest. Over its 55.5-mile length, the Chetco drops from 3700 feet, in the

mountains of the Kalmiopsis Wilderness, to sea-level, where it empties into
the Pacific Ocean between the towns of Brookings and Harbor, about 5 miles
north of the California border. The average drop of the river is 66.6
feet/mile and the average discharge, measured over a period of 18 years, is
2,364 cubic feet per second (cfs) from a drainage area of 271 square miles
(173,440 acres). Highest flows occur in the months of November through
March.

Other major rivers in the local geographic area include the Illinois,
Rogue, and North Fork Smith Rivers, ezch included in the National Wild and
Scenic River System, and the Pistol and Winchuck Rivers. To the south, the
Smith River in California is a Federal Wild and Scenic River and is part of
the designated Smith River National Recreation Area.

2. River Segments

The Omnibus Oregon Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1988 designated 44.5 miles
of the Chetco River as Wild and Scenic, from its headwaters down to the
National Forest boundary. Specific legislated segments include the Wild
portion from the headwaters down to Boulder Creek (25.5 miles), the Scenic
portion from Boulder Creek down to the Steel Bridge (8 miles), and the
Recreational portion from the Steel Bridge down to the Forest boundary (11
miles). ‘

3. Brookings-Harbor

The designated Wild and Scenic portion of the Chetco River is located about
11 miles above the river’s mouth. Llocated on either side of the river’s
mouth are the towns of Brookings and Harbor. Both towns withdraw their
municipal water supplies from the Chetco River. The base of their
economies is primarily on the wood products industry, fishing, and

tourism. The combined population of the two towns and their outlying areas
is approximately 12,000, nearly two-thirds the total population of Curry
County, and the average growth rate is currently 15%. Retirees make up
approximately 60% of the Brookings-Harbor population. :

4, Transporiation/Access
'Priméry transportation routes within the river corridor are the North Bank
Chetco River Road (#1376), the South Bank River Road (#1205) and associated

spur roads. Recreationists can access the river and launch boats in
several locations on the Forest, including Miller, Nook, and Redwood
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riverbars, Low-water Bridge Site, Forest road 1917-067, and the dispersed
campsite at Steel Bridge. Various trails access the river, both maintained
and unmaintained. ' The maintained trails include the Chetco Gorge Trail
(#1112) in the Recreational segment, the Tincup Trail (#1117) in the Scenic
and Wild segments, and the Upper Chetco (#1102), Emily Cabin (#1121), and
Bailey Cabin (#1109) Trails within the Wild segment.

5. Land Ownership ‘
Forty-four and one-half (44{5) miles of the Chetco are included in the

. Federal Wild and Scenic designation. Of those, 41.5 miles are within the

Siskiyou National Forest, and three miles flow through private lands.

There are approximately 1,165 acres of privately-owned lands within the

_boundaries of the Chetco Wild and Scenic River corridor. The Tolman Ranch,

located within the Scenic segment, comprises about 45 acres. This historic
ranch site consists of a main residence, as well as three recently built
guest cabins. The site is accessed by trail, boat or cable-car in winter

and is accessible by vehicles crossing the river in the summer.

In the Recreational River corridor, there are approximately 1,120 acres

“under various private ownerships and uses. Much of the land is owned and

-

managed by a local timber company, and is in varying stages of timber

:management. The remaining lands consist primarily of single-family

2]

dwellings situated on several acres, &nd are often combined with
agricultural uses, such as cattle grazing. There is also a small rural
community, known as "Wilderness Retreat", located on the river’s south bank
near the confluence of First Creek. The area has been sub-divided into 47
parcels, ranging between 0.6 and 1.3 acres in size. Half of the parcels
line the high embankment along the river. Forest road #1376 crosses behind
these, and the remaining parcels line the other side of the road.

Most of the properties in the Recreational segment are accessed by Forest
and/or private roads year-round. A few are also accessed by vehicle
river-crossings during the late summer months.

6. Landsczpe Character

#The Chetco River heads in steep, deeply dissected, sparsely vegetated,

“mountainous terrain within the Kalmiopsis Wilderness Area. In this upper

section, the river floor is fairly narrow and boulder-strewn with numerous
falls and rapids. As the river leaves the Kalmiopsis Wilderness, its
character gradually changes. The country becomes generally less dissected,
the river gradient gradually becomes less steep, the river bottom widens,
and the surrounding hills become more densely forested.

The river narrows in several areas crossing through rock outcrops and

‘leaving enormous boulders in the riverbed. The Chetco River Gorge, found

just below Steel Bridge, contains steep sides, unusual rock formations, and
Class IV and V rapids, and is the most well-known of these areas on the
Chetco. Below this, the Chetco continues to broaden and the gradient
becomes less steep, with sand and gravel bars and raised river terraces

. becoming more common.

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Plan
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7. Climate

The average annual precipitation along the Chetco’s upper reaches is about
120 inches, decreasing to an average of 80 inches toward the coast. Most
of the precipitation falls between the months of October and June, with a
portion of that falling in the form of snow, primarily in the higher
reaches. Temperatures, which average annually between 50 and 70 degrees,
are moderated by the influence of marine air.

.- Outstandingly Remarkable Values

1. Recnéation

The Chetco River and its adjacent corridor offer a wide diversity of
recreational opportunities. In winter; salmon and steelhead fishing and
whitewater kayaking are the primary recreational uses. There are no known
conflicts between these users because the kayakers prefer the river’s
upper, more -challenging Wild and Scenic segments, while anglers typically
remain in the lower Recreational segment. In summer, fishing, four-wheel
driving, swimming, boating, camping, sightseeing, and picnicking are the
major attractions. The 1987 estimate of recreational use within the river
corridor was 29,700 Recreation Visitor Days (RVD’s) annually. The
projection for the year 2000 is 31,580 RVD’s annually. A RVD is defined as
12 visitor hours and may consist of one person for 12 hours, or 12 persons
for one hour, or any equivalent combination.

Recreztion Opportunity Spectrum: Forest Service recreation managers use
the Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) to help describe the levels of
development, social interaction, and management controls that are
éppropriate for different areas of the forest. This concept acknowledges
that visitors participate in different recreational activities in different
settings in order to realize certain experiences. For example, some
visitors backpack into Wilderness to experience solitude, challenge, and
self-reliance. Other visitors camp in campgrounds to have more comfort,
security, and social interaction. :

Descriptions of various opportunities have been standardized and divided
into general categories. Indicators such as remoteness, management , v
activities present, on-site modifications, visitor management controls, the
number of social encounters between groups, and visitor impacts were
considered in developing these descriptions.

The Chetco Wild and Scenic River fits into six ROS classes. The following

are expressed in river miles measured from the mouth of the river. The
Forest boundary is at river mile 11.0.

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Plan
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River | River | ROS Class

l I

| Segment Miles [

| |

| 11.0 - 15.5 Roaded Natural |

| Recreation 15.5 - 18.5 Private Land |

| | 18.5 - 22.0 Roaded Natural |

a |
—| Scenic | 22.0 - 28.0 | Roaded Natural |

| | 28.0 - 30.0 | Semi-primitive Non-motorized |

|

| | 30.0 - 37.0 Primitive |

| 37.0 - 37.5 | Semi-primitive Non-motorized

| Wild 1 37.5 - 46.0 | Semi-primitive Motorized

| | 46.0 - 46.5 Semi-primitive Non-motorized

| | 46.5 - 55.5 Primitive

|

| ' |
A more complete explanation of the existing recreation condition and each

of the ROS classes is contained in the Analysis of Public Use, in Appendix
B of the Chetco Wild and Scenic River Environmental Assessment.

2. Fisheries

The Chetco River fishery, typical of Pacific coastal systems, is dominated
by trout znd salmon. There are important populations of anadromous winter
steelhead, fall Chinook salmon, and sea-run cutthroat trout. Coho and Chum
salmon are occasionally observed. Resident cutthroat and rainbow trout are
abundant in upper stream reaches. Native populations of fall Chinook and
winter steelhead are supplemented with hatchery fish. The Chetco provides
excellent spawning and rearing habitat and has some of the highest salmonid
smolt returns of any coastal stream in Oregon. Pacific lamprey,
three-spined stickleback, and assorted sculpin are also known to inhabit
this system. :

A more complete explanation of the existing condition of the fisheries is
contained in the fisheries report, located in the project files for the
Chetco Wild and Scenic River.

.3, Water
Quality

The excellent water quality of the Chetco River plays an integral role in
the high quality of other river values, such as Fisheries and Recreation.
The Chetco’s water quality was found to be an Outstandingly Remarkable
Value based on its striking color and clarity, its ability to clear quickly
following storm events, its contribution to both recreation and fisheries,
and its contribution of exceptionally pure and clean water for the domestic
water supplies of both Brookings and Harbor.

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Plan
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Quantity

The Chetco River drains an area of about 347 square miles, approximately
271 square miles are on National Forest. The river is a relatively short
(55.5 miles) coastal river originating in the Siskiyou Mountains.

The quantity of water in the Chetco, at any one time, varies greatly
throughout the year. According to the U.S. Geological Survey, which
maintains a water gauge at river mile 10.7 (Second Bridge), the Chetco’s
average discharge over the 18 year period from 1969 to 1987 was 2,364 cubic
feet per second (cfs) or 1,713,000 acre-feet per year. The maximum
discharge during the period of record was 65,800 cfs on January 16, 197].
The minimum discharge was 45 cfs on October 21-23, 1974. ODuring the flood
of December 22, 1964, which was before the official period of record, the
level of the river reached an extreme gage reading of 32.25 feet, and the
discharge was 85,400 cfs.

A more complete explanation of the existing condition of water
quality/quantity is contained in the Water Quality/Quantity Report, located
in the project files for the Chetco Wild and Scenic River.

Other Resource Values

1. Vegetation

The Chetco River traverses a veriety of vegetation types, reflecting
changes in elevation, aspect, soil type and localized climate. Much of the
vegetation in the higher reaches is influenced by the nutrient-poor soils
derived from ultramafic parent rock material. Large Port Orford and
incense cedars, mixed with various pines and shrubs, dominate the riverside
vegetation in these areas.

On more fertile sites, Douglas-fir, tanoak, and Pacific madrone replace the
cedars-as the dominant tree species. Red alder, big-leaf maple and willow
are found along the stream and river banks. Dry, sloping meadows occur
occasionally on hillsides above the river. Coast redwood and its
associated vegetation occur at the end of the river’s designated segments,
in an isolated section just above Loeb State Park.

2. Wildlife

The Chetco River area supports beween 150-200 different species of
wildlife, including Roosevelt elk, blacktail deer, black bear, cougar,
river otter, and beaver, as well as a variety of small game and non-game
birds. The diversity of habitats along the Chetco, including old-growth
Douglas-fir, a variety of seral stages of Douglas-fir, hardwoods, and high
and low elevation shrubs, is characteristic of the coastal rivers of
southern Oregon. Amphibian habitat, ranging from slow moving river and
stream to moist talus slopes, is also present within the river corridor.

Several sensitive (federally or regionally listed) wildlife species are

“known to inhabit the Chetco River corridor, including the northern spotted

owl, marbled murrelet, northern bald eagle, and the northwestern pond
turtle. There is a Habitat Conservation Area (HCA) for the northern
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spotted owl which encompasses the Chetco River corridor from Big Redwood
Creek down to the Forest boundary (3.5 miles).

Also associated with the river is an area known as the hyporheic zone.
This underground ecosystem is located directly beneath the river channel
(possibly 15° or more deep) and extends laterally to unknown distances
(possibly beyond a half-mile on the Chetco). This is an active and very
productive area where water and organic compounds are exchanged with those
in the river channel above.  On the Chetco, as with other river systems,
there is a vast and complex community of small organisms living in these
gravels, sands, and soils that lie directly and laterally under the river.

| Many types of small blind shrimp, primitive worms, algae, bacteria, and

| various kinds of immature insects are found only in this zone. Research
indicates that this underground ecosystem is crucial to the health of the
entire river system. None of the known species of this hyporheic zone are
currently listed as sensitive, threatened, or gndangered.

3. Cultural Resource

“Human habitation of the river corridor goes back to prehistoric times when
the Athabaskan-speaking Chetco Indians occupied the area. The Chetcos were
removed from their ancestral lands and relocated to the Siletz Indian
Reservation in the 1850’s. : : '

 Historic use of the river corridor included gold and chrome mining. Cabin
remnants of mining efforts in the 1940’s and 1950’s still exist within the
river corridor, although all are in poor condition.

4, Geological

The Chetco River flows through the Klzmeth Mountains Geomorphic Province
from its headwaters to epproximately Chetco Bar, and through the Coast
Ranges Geomorphic Province from Chetco Bar to the ocean. By flowing
through these two geomorphic provinces, the Chetco exposes the edge of what
is believed to be the location of a major subduction (downward movement) of
a western tectonic (earth’s crustal) plate.

The Klamath Mountain Province includes metamorphosed intrusive rocks and
_the Josephine peridotite, a large ultramafic (intrusive rocks composed of
“mostly olivine, pyroxine, and serpentine) body, which supports a

distinctive flora. The Dothan formation is the major rock type found
‘within the Coast Ranges Province. It consists of graywacke sandstone, with
*interbedded siltstone and shale, occassional pillow lavas, volcanic

breccia, chert and conglomerate.

5. Soil

The soils within the Chetco River corridor are outlined in the Soil
Resource Inventory for the Siskiyou National Forest, published in 1979. 1In
general, the soils upstream from the confluence of Sluice Creek, near
Chetco Bar, are relatively shallow (10-20 inches). They are primarily
derived from Diorite, Quartz Diorite and Gabbro parent materials, and
occassionally from Serpentinite and Peridotite.  They are typically
gravelly soils with good drainage and severe surface erosion potential.

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Managemeﬁt Plan
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Below the confluence of Sluice Creek, the soils begin to deepen, averaging
20-60 inches or more. Parent materials are those of the Dothan formation
(see Ceologic section) and so are quite variable. These deep soils were
often formed by gravitational movements of soil down moderately-steep to
steep slopes, in combination with natural rock weathering occurring in
place. These soils exhibit good to excellent drainage and moderate to
severe surface erosion potential.

6. Scenic

Several components make up the varied scenery of the Chetco River. The
vegetation along the corridor exhibits pleasant patterns and textures due
to the mixture of coniferous and deciduous trees. The river landscape
ranges from enclosed river canyons of steep cliffs and giant boulders, to
wide open flats with views of forested hillsides, both near and far. Deep
pools occur along the length of the river and are accented by the Chetco’s
water clarity and deep green-blue color.

With few exceptions, the Chetco ‘appears unmodified by human influence in
both the Wild and Scenic segments. The Recreational segment has been
highly modified with the development of roads, houses, buildings and other
structures. Timber manzgement activities on both private and federal lands
become more apparent in this segment.

7. Wilderness

The Wild segment of the Chetco River originates in and flows through the
Kalmiopsis Wilderness, which is located in the Siskiyou Mountains of _
southwestern Oregon. The northern portion of the Wilderness is bisected by
the I1linois Wild and Scenic River. The southern portion of the Wilderness
contains the headwaters of both the Chetco and North Fork Smith Wild and
Scenic Rivers. :

' The Kalmiopsis Wilderness is characterized by deep, rough canyons, sharp,

rock ridges, and clear, rushing, mountain streams. Its highest point is
Persoll Peak at 5,098 feet. A complex geologic history has contributed to
this Wilderness’s diverse and unusual botanical makeup, and one endemic

- shrub, Kalmiopsis leachiana, gives the Wilderness its name.

The Wilderness character of the area is nearly intact, but is compromised
in a few isolated locations by the presence of mines and access roads. One
such road crosses the Chetco River twice. In general, however, the Chetco
River within the Kalmiopsis Wilderness provides opportunities for solitude
and a high quality, rugged Wilderness experience.

8. Fire

Over the last 20 years, there have been eight small fires located within
the 1/4-mile corridor of the Chetco River. FEach was less than 1/2-acre in
size. Most occurred within the Recreation segment with only one occurring
in the Scenic segment. Statistics show that 85% of these fires were
human-caused. The Silver fire, which began with a lightning strike,
combined with two human-caused fires in 1987 to burn a tota] of 13,499

acres down to the Chetco Bar area, in the Wild River segment. Three large
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fires also burned doWn to the Chetco in the late 1930’s. Two were in the
Wild River area, one was in the Scenic and Recreational segment.

9. Port-Orford Cedar and Pacific Yew

Port-Orford cedar and Pacific yew are both species of unique concern.
Port-Orford cedar is highly susceptible to Phythophthora lateralis, a
root-rot disease which is transported by water-borne spores. The Chetco
River watershed within the Kalmiopsis Wilderness contains large quanities
of uninfected Port-Orford cedar. ‘

Pacific yew also occurs within the Chetco River watershed. The yew is
considered important because its bark yields a promising new ‘
cancer-fighting chemical, known as taxol. The yew is not a dominant
species in any part of the Chetco drainage, but it is found interspersed
with other riparien species along many of the river’s tributaries. The yew
also was recently found to be somewhat susceptible to the same root-rot
disease which afflicts the Port-Orford cedar. :

Resource Activities and Land Uses

1. Timber

Of the approximately 6,080 acres of non-Wilderness within the river
corridor (1/4-mile on each side of the river) there are approximately 2,783
acres of land available for timber production, with some restrictions.
These lands tend to be average to high in production potential and are
estimated to have a current standing volume of 75 MMBE (million board
feet). An additional 724 acres have been harvested and are in managed
plantations. The remaining acres are not available to timber production
due to other land use allocations. :

2. Range

While most of the suitable grazing land within the river corridor is
located on private land, there is a six square-mile upland grazing
allotment, of which approximately 50 usable acres fall within the Scenic
river corridor. Based at the old Tolman Ranch (T7.38 S., R.12 W., Sec. 11,
- SE 1/4), the "Chetco Range Allotment” allows approximately 11 cattle (10
cow/calf pairs and 1 bull or 11 cow/calf pairs) to graze freely over the
area during the season between June 1 to October 1. No cattle have ever
been reported in or near the river and there are no existing problems
associated with the cattle.

3. Minerals

The lands within the river corridor of the Chetco River are known to
contain valuable deposits of locatable minerals, primarily placer gold.
These known deposits of placer gold are located along the upper reaches of
the Chetco River, within the Kalmiopsis Wilderness. The most significant
placer gold deposits occur within the flowing stream and the bench gravels
adjacent to the river.

There are mining claims located along the river corridor from the
confluence of the Chetco River with the Little Chetco River downstream to
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the forest boundary. Some of these plzcer mining claims were located prior
to creation of the Kalmiopsis Wilderness by the Wilderness Act of September
3, 1264 (16 U.S.C. 1131-1136). Other mining claims were located subsequent
to creation of the Wilderness, but prior to the closure of the area to
mineral entry after December 31, 1983.

Of the 66 mining claims in the Wild River segment, one is under an approved -
Plan of Operation and another has filed for patent. This patent would
include ownership of both the mineral estate and the land. The Scenic and
Recreational River segments remain open to mineral entry and location under
the General Mining Laws of the United States (30 U.S.C. 21-54).

There are currently 16 claims recorded in the Scenic River segment and 15

claims recorded in the Recreational segment. None of the mining claims
located in these segments have been active for many years.

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Plan
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CHAPTER 11I. CORE MANAGEMENT PLAN

This section constitutes the core of the Chetco Wild and Scenic River
Management Plan. It includes management gozls and objectives, statements of

. the desired future condition, standards and guidelines, manzoement actions, and

a description of the corridor boundary. This section of the rlan was scoped
for potential issues to it, without any major issues being raised. Minor
changes were suggested and were incorporated throughout.

The manzgement goals and objectives (Section A) is self-explanatory. The |
statements of desired future condition (Section B) were developed to describe |
an overall picture of what the physical envirbnment should lock like in the |
next decade. Specific statements concerning a range of desired future |
conditions, &s they pertain to the recreational opportunity, mineral

withdrawal, and the level of facility development, are provided in the EA.

The standards and guidelines (Section C) for the Wild River {MA-2) and
Scenic/Recreational River (MA-10) seaments were developed from issues,
concerns, and idezs raised during the internal and public scoping process.
They mitigate issues and concerns and implement ideas as standards and
guidelines to be followed when any action is proposed or implemented in these
mznagement zreszs.

The corridor boundzry description (Section D) is self-explanatory. It wés
developed from the interim corridor boundary with a few minor adjustments to
include land thet wzs aquired by purchase in 1992.

A. Management Goals and Objectives
1.  Wild znd Scenic Rivers Act

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, states that z11 designated

- Wild &and Scenic Rivers shall be preserved in a free-flowing condition,
eand thet they and their immediate environments shall be protected for
the benefit and enjoyment of present and future gensrztions (Sec.
1b). Also, that each component of the national wild and scenic rivers
system shall be administered in such a manner as to protect and
enhance the values which caused it to be included in the system (Sec.
102). The Act also states (Sec. 2b) that these rivers shall be
administered as one of the following:

2. Wild River zrezs: Those rivers or sections of rivers that are
free of impoundments and generzlly inaccessible except by trail, with
watersheds or shorelines essentially primitive and wzters unpolluted.
These represent vestiges of primitive America.

b. Scenic River areas: Those rivers or sections of rivers that are
free of impoundments, with shorelines or watersheds still largely
primitive and shorelines largely undeveloped, but zccessible in places
by roeads.

c. Recreztional River areas: Those rivers or sections of rivers
that are rezdily accessible by road or railroad, thzt may have some

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Manazgement Plzn
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developmert zlong their shorelines, and that may have undergone some
impoundgment or civersion in the past.

2. Forest Service Mznual 2300

The objective zs stzted in the Forest Service Manual for River
Recreation Management (FSM 2354.02) is to provide river and similar
water recreztion opportunities to meet the public nseds in ways that
are zppropriate to the National Forest recreation rcle and are within
the capzbilities of the resource base. Protect the free-flowing
condition of designated Wild and Scenic Rivers and preserve and
enhance the values for which they were established.

3. Forest Plzan

Overall Forest Management Goals are to protect and enhance identified
Outstandingly Remarkable Values and free-flowing condition of Wild and
Scenic Rivers (p. 1V-2). '

Overall Forest Management Objectives require managemsnt of designated .
Wild and Scenic Rivers to emphasize the maintenance of the

~natural/near natural character of the river corridors and the
continued availzbility of a high quality recreation experience (p.
IV-8). Specific goals &nd objectives for each segment type and
Management Area include:

a. Wild River (MA-2): The goal is to maintain the river environment
in a natural state while providing for recreation opportunities (p.
IV-77).

The objective for MA-2 Wild River is to mzintain the nztural,
free-flowing, and primitive chzracter of Wild segments of the river
corridor (p. 1V-66).

b.  Scenic/Recreztional River (MA-10):

Scenic: The’goal is to maintain or enhance the high quality scenery
and the largely undeveloped character of the shorelines (p. IV-121).

Recreational: The goal is to provide a wide range of recreation
activities which are river oriented (p. IV-121).

The objective for MA-10 Scenic/Recreation River is to provide
river-oriented recreation in &an area of high quality scenery and
largely undeveloped shoreline of Scenic and Recreation segments of the
river corridor (p. 1V-66).

B. Desired Future Condition

The Siskiyou National Forest Land znd Resource Management Plan of 1989

(Forest Plan) describes a desired future condition (DFC) for the Forest in

both a 10-year timeframe (p. 1V-2) and a 50-year timeframe (p. IV-4). The
- DFC for MA-1 Wilderness (see Appendix B) establishes the framework for

management of the Wild River segment within the Kalmiopsis Wilderness

Area. The DFC for MA-2 Wild River, below, enhances the Wilderness DFC, but
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cdoes not teke precsdence over it. The Tollowing DFC descriptions for MA-2
Wild River and MA-10 Scenic/Recreztion River are consisient with the
overall Siskiyou Nztionel Forest DFC for the next 10-yezr timeframe.

1.

Wild River (MA-2)

Landscape View

There will be some evidence of human influence due to the existence of
valid mining claims, however, mitigation techniques in plans of
operation will be used to minimize the impact of these activities.
Foot-trails will be the only permanent modifications in this area.

The remainder of the area will be managed under the Preservation
visual quality objective (VQ0). Overall, the area will be managed so
2s not to degrade the wild and primitive attributes for which it was
designated. '

Stznd Level View

The casual observer will see little difference between the stands and
vegetation as they appezr now and as they will appear after a decade
of management under this river plan. The majority of the river
corridor’s timbered areas will continue to show old growth stand
structure &nd functional characteristics.  The peridotite-based
vegetation in ihe upper portions will continue to exhibit distinctive
plent communities.

Biodiversity

Habitats for wildlife species dependent on mature and old growth
stands will be maintained within the river corridor where those
cheracteristics currently exist. Habitats will be protected and
populations of threatened, endangered, or sensitive plant and animal
species will be maintained. Wetlands and riperian areas will be

-maintained as well &s unusual plant and animal comrunities, including

those in the hyporheic zone.

Fish and Fish Hzbitat

Wilderness (MA-1) and Riparian (MA-11) standards and guidelines
Currently guide management of fish habitat in the Wild river section
inside the Wilderness. Only natural caused changes can occur and
mineral entry is limited. Much of the fish habitat in the Wild
section is in good condition znd will continue to be.

The ODFW is chzrced with the protection znd enhancement of fish
populations, including wild fish stocks. The goals and priorities of
ODFW’s Draft Chetco Basin Plzn for Fall Chinook and the Draft Winter
Steelhead Plzn for the South Coast Basin should be finalized into
plans that cen be implementied and ongoing. The Forest Service has a
responsibility to cooperate with the ODFW to ensure that fish habitat
and fish population goals and objectives are in concert with each
other and are being met.

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Plen
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Water Quality

Water quality will be protected or enhanced through implementztion of
Forest-wide soil and water protection standards and guidelines,
Riparian Area (MA-11) standards and guidelines, Wilderness (MA-1)
standards and guidelines, and Forest water quality monitoring.

Minerals

Mining will be regulated to fully protect the Outstandingly Remarkable
Values (ORV) for which the river was designated into the National Wild
and Scenic River System. The level of activity will be minimal. Any
mining in the Wild section will be subject to the estzblishment of
valid existing rights prior to any Plan of Operation zpproval.

Recreation

Most of the area will be essentially unmodified with the probability
of experiencing solitude very high. The Limits of Acceptable Change
(LAC) concept will be implemented and monitoring of recreation use and
its attendant impacts will be on-going. Recreation use will still be
relatively light compared to other Forests in the region. The desired
future condition for Wilderness (MA-1) will also apply. _

In addition to the Wild river inside the Wilderness, the Forest
Service is recommending to Congress that an additional two miles of
river, from Boulder Creek to Mislatnzh Creek, be designated as Wild
river. This river segment will be menaged s Wild both before and
after the designation becomes formal.

River System

The existing primitive character of the Wild section of the Chetco
River will be maintained overall. This section will zppear to be
effected primarily by the forces of nature, with the imprint of humen
activities substantially unnoticeable. Natural processes, including
fire, erosion, plant succession, flood events, and natural stream
morphological changes, will continue to be the primary forces
affecting the condition of the Wild river corridor. The river system
will remain free-flowing and in a neztural state, with a functioning
ecosystem both above and below ground level.

Scénic/Recreational River (MA-10)

Landscape View

*Scenic segment: The existing semi-primitive character of the Scenic
section of the Chetco River will be maintained overzll, and will
appear to be in a natural condition as seen from the river. A mixed
conifer end deciduous and old-growth character will = prevalent along
much of this segment of the river, as a result of the strong
foreground dominance. However, middleground distance views into
adjacent management areas will be visible from certain viewpoints
along the river and management activities may be more apparent. The
visual quality objectives (VQO) of specified areas adjacent to the
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river corridor would be changed to Partia)] Retention io better fit the
characterization of & predominzntly natural or naturzl-appearing
environment .

Natural processes will continue to be the primary forces affecting the
condition of the Scenic river corridor, however, there may be evidence
of human influence due to the existence of roads, treils, private
land holdings, and mining claims. Timber harvest will be limited in
scope and subject to Retention visual quality objectives.

*Recreational segment: The existing roaded-naturzl character of this
section of the Chetco River will be maintained overzll and will appear
to be in a near-natural condition when viewed from ths river. A mi xed
deciduous/conifer character will be prevalent along much of this
section in the foreground view. Middleground views into adjacent
management areas will be visible from certain viewpoints along the

river and management activities may be apparent.

There will be some evidence of human influence due to the existence of
roads, bridges, trails, campgrounds, parking areas, boat launches,
mining claims, and private land holdings. Transportztion system

- improvements that do not affect the free-flowing nziure of the river
may be implemented and visible from the river. Timbsr harvest will be

limited in scope and subject to Retention visual quality objectives.

Stand Level View

The casual observer will see some difference between the way the
forest stznds appear now and the way they will appeer after a decade
of management under this River Plan. The existing plantations and
harvest units that can be seen from the river will centinue to grow
and exhibit more natural eppearing forest characteristics. Future
harvest activity will be implemented with greater sensitivity than
past hervest and will meet Retention visual quality objectives within
the river corridor. The remaining proportion of the river corridor
(roughly 85%) will continue to show mixed and old growth stand
structure and functional characteristics.

Biodiversity

Hebitats for wildlife species dependent on mature znd old growth
stands will be maintained within the river corridor where those
characteristics currently exist. Habitats will be protected and
populations of threztened, endzngered, or sensitive plant and animal
species will be maintained or enhaznced. Wetlands and riparian areas
will be maintained or enhanced, as well as unusual plant and animal
communities including those in the hyporheic zone.

Fish and Fish Habitat

The protection and enhancement of salmonid fish spawning, rearing, and
migration habitat will be emphasized similar to the goals stated in
Management Area 11 - Riparian zreas. The vegetation in some portions
of the riparian area will be menaged for various ebjsctives including
stream shzding, large woody material, species mixturs, successional
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stege diversity. wildlife. and <ome limited timber production.
Tributary streams should contribute cold clear watzr 10 the mainstem
and should provide for habitat diversity. The mainstem should serve
as a migration corridor to prime spawning habitat and should itself
provide much of the rearing hezbitat necessary for seiminid survival
and growth. Fish habitat will continue to improve with application of
Forest-wide standards and guidelines for salmonid and zquatic habitat
protection, soil and water protection, and riparian ecosystem
protection; and application of Best Management Practices (BMP),
recruitment of large woody material, and fish habitat enhancement
projects. '

The ODFW 1is charged with the protection and enhancemsnt of fish
populations, including wild fish stocks. The goals and priorities of
ODFW’s Draft Chetco Basin Plan for Fall Chinook and the Draft Winter
Steelhead Plan for the South Coast Basin should be finalized into
plans that can be implemented and ongoing. The Forest Service has a
responsibility to cooperate with the ODFW to ensure thet fish habitat
and fish population goals and objectives are in concert with each
other and zre being met.

Specifically, the Chetco River should achieve and meintain a 10-year
average in-river harvest of azbout 2500 wild and hatchery fall Chinook,
from a run size of about 10,000 fish. The objective for winter
steelhead run size for the neer future is to increase total harvest
from 2800 fish/year to 3000, end to change the ratio of hatchery:wild
fish caught from 50:50 to 70:30, respectively (4-13-92 contact with
Tim Unterwegner, ODFW Fisheries Biologist, Gold Beach, Oregon). This
is not to sezy that the hatchery:wild steelhead run composition would
change to 70:30, but rather that the proportion of hatchery produced
steelhead caught would increase. This would be accomplished by
locating hatchery release sites to make returning zdults more
susceptible to harvest and by creating an acclimation pond on Second
Creek to improve survivability of steelhead released from that site.

Protection, enhancement, and restoretion of anadromous fish habitat,
along with an adequate return of adults to spawning &reas, should
produce sustained high numbers of juvenile (smolt) szlmon and
steelhead. Protection and enhencement of resident fish habitat should
result in healthy resident fish populations as well.

Water Quality

Water quality will be protected and enhanced through implementation of
Forest-wide soil and water protection standards and guidelines,
Riperian Area (MA-11) standards znd guidelines, Best Minzgement
Practices (BMP), Weatershed Improvement Needs (WIN) projects, and
Forest water quality monitoring. ‘

Minerals
Mining will be regulated to fully protect the Outstzndingly Remarkable
Values (ORV) for which the river was designated into the National Wild

and Scenic Rivers System. The level of mining activity will be
minimal.
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Recreation

*Scenic segment: River-oriented recreation, compatitiz with the
natural landscape and undeveloped character of the shoreline, will
continue .to occur end could increase, possibly trigoering some
restrictions in use in portions of this river segment. This segment
focuses on a moderate to low level of use and development, and a
semi-primitive recreation experience. This is best characterized by
the ROS description of a Semi-primitive/Non-motorized seiting,
although a small portion would fit the ROS setting of Roaded Naztural.

A semi-primitive recreation experience is where compiste solitude is
not expected, but is possible. During winter, bozting user density
would be moderate to low. Access would be limited to existing roads
and trails or those plannad for development. Motorized boat use would
not be allowed except for emergency search and rescus operations.

Summer recreztion use is 2lso expected to reflect moderate to low user
densities. Uses would mainly be Timited to fishing, floating,
swimming or hiking. Motorized vehicle use in and along the river
would not be allowed except for historical private property access.

The level of facility use znd development would be moderate to Tow,
with emphasis on developing projects identified in ihz Forest Plan, as
well as potentially developing improved parking at the 1917-067 river
access point (near Tolman Ranch), developing a few viswpoints along
the 1376 Road above the Steel Bridge, and installing a fishing access
trail from the 1917-063 Road. Hiking trails will czuse additional
permenent modifications in this area and will be developed
commensurats with the demand for trail access and ths desired
semi-primitive nature of the area. The area would bz managed to
minimize 6n-site controls.

The Forest Service will recommend to Congress that ths Scenic segment

be extended about 2-miles downstream to the confluenca of Eagle Creek
to include ereas that fit the description of Scenic river segments as
per the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 (Sec. 2b).

*Recreational segment: River-oriented recreation, compatible with the
natural landscape and relztively undeveloped charactzr of the
shoreline, will continue to occur and demand will very Tikely
increase, possibly triggering some restrictions in use in all or
portions of this river segment. This river segment focuses on a
moderately high level of use and development, and a semi-social or
scenic recreation experience (see Chetco River Recrzztion User

Study). This is best characterized by the ROS description of a Roaded
Netural setting.

A semi-socizl or scenic recreztion experience incluZzs the expectation
of seeing other people much of the time. In the winter, angling user
density is expected to be moderztely high, where up to5 50% of the
users may feel crowded zt certein times. The number of boats per
fishing hole allowed would be a2bout 1.6 (on the averzge), which equals
a carrying capacity of 34 boats on the river at any cne time.
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Management ¢f the bozt users on the river would be implemented in two
phases, as described in Chapter 1V, Section B of this plan.

Motorized boat use, for any purpose other than emergency sezrch and
rescue, would not be allowed., The number of fishing derbies permitted
would be no more than two, and education on the responsible use of
anchors would be emphasized.

Summer recreation use would also be expected to reach moderately high
user densities. Many people would use the river bzrs for camping,
swimming, and other day uses. Motorized use along the river would
occur-only on one side of the river, with no crossing allowed except
for historic private property access.

The level of facility use and development would be moderately high,
with primary emphasis on developing the facilities identified in the
Forest Plan, creating or improving dispersed recreztion sites (South
Fork Chetco and Steel Bridge) and creating some viewpoints and angler
access points. Campgrounds, trailheads, trails, road improvements,
access roads, parking areas, and boat launch sites will be the only
permanent modifications in this zrea and will have been developed
commensurate with the demand for these facilities and with a Roaded
Natural recreational setting. The area would be manzged in such a weay
that on-site regimentation and controls would be present in moderate
amounts.

River System

*Scenic segment: The existing semi-primitive character of the Scenic
segment of the Chetco River will be maintained overzll. This section
will appear to be zffected primerily by the forces of nature, with the
imprint of human activities reletively unnoticeable. Nztural
processes including fire, erosion, plant succession, flood events, and
natural stream morphological changes, will continue to be the primary
forces affecting the condition of the Scenic river corridor. The
river system will remain free-flowing and in a natural state, with a
functioning ecosystem both above and below ground level.

*Recreational segment: The existing roaded-natural character of the
Recreational segment of the Chetco River will be maintained overall.
This section will appear to be affected both by the forces of nature
and by human activities. Natural processes including erosion, plant
succession, flood events, and natural stream morphological changes,
will continue to be the primary natural forces affecting the condition
of the Recreational river corridor. Roads, bridges, trails, boat
launches, cempgrounds, residences, znd harvest activities to various
degrees, will continue to be the primary human-caused forces affecting
the conditicn of this river corridor segment. The river system will
remain free-flowing and in a natural state, with a functioning
scosystem 5oth zbove and below ground level. '
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Standards and Guidelines

The standards &nd guidelines (S&G) listed below state the bounds or
constraints within which a1l practices will be carried out in achieving the
planned gozls and objectives for Management Area 2 (MA-2) - Wild River and
Management Area 10 (MA-10) - Scenic/Recreztional River. These S&G’s were
developed from idees and concerns raised during public mestings and other
scoping input. They may add to existing S&G’s in the Forest Plan or they
may be new S&G’s entirely.

The Forest Plan (p. 1V-20) describes the purpose of stancerds and
guidelines and details that the intent of these S&G’s is to help the
manager stay within the constraints prescribed by law, zs well zs provide
environmental sefeguards for management activities. Specific project
proposals will be planned znd implemented within the bounds of the S&G’s.

Forest-wide stendards and guidelines provide the foundaticn from which more
specific S&G’s for the individuz] management areas are developed. These
management erea specific S&G’s are zdditional restrictions for protection
and enhazncement of resources in those designated areas. For this River
Management Plan (RMP), all S&G’s will be identified similar to existing
S&G’s for MA-2 and MA-10, but will also include a letter "C" after the S&G6
number to designete that it pertains specifically to the Chetco River and
not any other Wild and Scenic River on the Forest. 1In adcition, all other
Forest-wide S&G’s zpply to MA-2 and MA-10, unless specifically exempted or
modified below. This includes Riparian Area (MA-11) and Dzsignated
Wildlife Habitat (MA-8) S&G’s as well. References to Forzst-wide S&G’s
below, may include a page number and zssumes that the Forest Plan is the
source of reference.

Specific terminology used in the S&G’s identifies the type of direction and

degree of compliznce required. Correct interpretation of the terms is
critical to understanding the intent of the direction.

The first intent is conveyed by the word "shall". With this
degree of compliance, the action is mandatory in all cases.

The second intent is conveyed by the word "should." With
this degree of restriction, action is required, unless
Justifizble reason exists for not teking action. Exceptions
to "should" restrictions are expected to occur infrequently.

The third intent is conveyed by the word "practicable" and
acknowledges that a given practice is not always fezsible and
practical in every situation. It is intended to encourage,
but not require, a practice.

The fourth uses the word "may" and has to with activities
which may or may not be appropriate, depending on
circumstances. This direction is intended to allow for
taking advintage of compatible opportunities, or to crovide
for exceptions when objectives of a particular standard can
be met through alternate methods.

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Plan
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STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES FOR (MA-2) WILD RIVER

MAZ2-1C

MA2-2C

MA2-3C

MA2-4C

MA2-5C

MA2-6C

Fire Mznagement

In addition to the standards in the Forest Plan for MA2-1, the
following standards apply: .

A1l wildfires within the Wild river corridor inside the
Kalmjopsis Wilderness Area shall follow guidelines in the
Kalmiopsis Wilderness Fire Plan.

-ARerial delivery of retardant should avoid all streams in the
river corridor.

No snag falling shall occur unless deemed absolutely necessary
for hazard removal. -

Facilities _
Same S&G as in the Forest Plan.
Administration

Wild river segments in Wilderness designated éreas shall follow
Menagement Area - 1 standards znd guidelines (See Appendix B).

Wild river segments outside of Wilderness shall follow Management
Area - 1 standards and guidelines except where otherwise noted or
clarified below.

Recreztion

Motorized use (outside Wilderness) is not permitted except for

trail maintenance needs, salvage of blowdown timber (MA2-7C), or
wildlife enhancement projects (MA2-5C) such as meadow expansion.

Wildiife and Sensitive Plants

Meadows within the Wild river corridor, outside the Wilderness,
shall be considered as MA 9 - Special Wildlife Sites and shall be
menaged under MAS-7 guidelines (Forest Plan p. 1V-115).

Future proposed projects within the river corridor will require
complete Biological Evaluations of the site specific project area
to assess potential impacts to Threatened, Endangered or
Sensitive plant and &nimal species by the proposad action.

Minerals

The Wild river segment inside the Kalmiopsis Wilderness was
withdrawn from future mineral entry and location after December
31, 1983 by the Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964. Any
additional designated Wild river areas shall be automatically
withdrawn as well.

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Plan
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MA2-7C

STANDARDS

MA10-1C

Mining ectivities on existing claims may be zuthorized, subject
to valid existing rights, in zn approved Plan of Operation (36
CFR 228, Subpart A). A proposed Pian of Operztion shall be
énalyzed to dstermine the effects on the river's Outstandingly
Remerkeble Velues and other resource values. &11 effects should
be mitigated to prevent degradation of river values.

Provisions in an zpproved Plan of Operation shzll satisfy the
rights of the cleimant to extract valuable minerzls, while
creating the least impact on river values. Disturbed lands
should be reclaimed as soon as practicable during or after the
mining activity. Site specific mitigation may be required
seasonzlly for active mining operations. Reclamation of al}
disturbed surface areas shall be required upon completion of all
mining activities, as detailed in the Plan of Opzration.

Timber

Only tree removal for trail maintenance, wildlife enhancement,
public safely, or salvage of blowdown will occur in Wild river
segmenis outside of Wilderness.

AND GUIDELINES FOR (MA-10) SCENIC/RECREATIONAL RIVER

Timber

In addition to existing MA10-1 S&G’s, the following standards and
guidelines epply: '

- Timber may be cut within the Scenic/Recreation river corridor.

A1l timber hzrvest shall be designed to meet Retention visual
quality objectives (VQO). Timber on National Forest lands
outside the Scenic/Recreation boundary may be harvested subject
to existing land allocation restrictions and VQO0's. A1l timber
harvest proposals will be designed to protect the Outstandingly
Remerkeble Values (ORV) and other river resource values.

Rarvest units shall be designed to minimize blowdown. Unit
design shall consider: direction of prevailing storm winds,
windfirm boundaries, cutting into the wind, lezving feathered
edges, etc. Unit size and intensity of harvest removal should be
reduced when windthrow is a concern.

A1l methods of slash disposal should be considerad, including
chip/disperse, hand pile/burn, spot burning or 1ight broadcast
burning.

Silvicultural activities, hzzard tree removal, timber salvage and
firewood cutting may be allowed if analysis shows these projects
will protect the ORV’s and other significant river values.
Salvege of dead trees should be l1imited to thcss trees which are
considered to be in excess of wildlife habitat needs or in excess
of large woody meterial needs. Trees in established recreation
sites which pose a threat to human safety may t& removed.

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Plen
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MA10-2C

MA10-3C

"MA10-4C

MA10-5C

~-measures to protect river values.

Facilities

In addition to the existing MA10-2 S&G, the following standard
and guidelines will apply:

Future dti)ity corridor sitings should be excluded from the
Scenic river segment.

Future utility corridor sitings may occur in the Recreational
river segment based upon environmental analysis and mitigation

Fire Management ' o

*Scenic segment: In addition to the existing MA10-3 S&G’s for
fire management, the following standards will apply: l

Aerial delivery of retardant should avoid all sireams in river
corridor areas.

No snag falling shall occur unless deemed absolutely necessary ‘
for hazard remova]

Prescribed fire may be used for fuels treatment, wildlife habitat
enhancement and other enhancement opportunities.

*Recreational segment: In addition to the existing MA10-4 S&G’s
for fire management, the following standards will apply:

Aerial delivery of retzrdznt should avoid all sirezms in river
corridor areas.

No snag faﬁ1ing shall occur unless deemed absolutely necessary
for hazard removal.

Prescribed fire may be used for fuels treatment, wildlife habitat
enhancement and other enhancement opportunities.

Recreztion

*Scenic segment: Primitive campsites existing in the area should
be maintained at a standard consistent with the Semi-primitive

Non-motorized or Roaded Natural classification of the Recreation
Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) for the area. New primitive campsites

may be constructed, but will also match the ROS c]ess1f1cat1on
and setting of the zrea.

f
Commercial boating use should be restricted to float parties of
no more then 10 people per perty and no more ihen 2 party-trips
per day.

Motorized boat use shall not be allowed except for emergency
search and rescue operations. Motorized vehicle use in and along
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MA10-6C

the river shell not be allowed except for hisiorical private
property access.

Trails may be constructed, maintained, and mzn
enchznce the values for which the river was de
meet recreztional demand.
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The use of pack stock on trails may be permitied, depending on
specific trzil menagement objectives.

*Recreztionz] segment: Dispersed campsites existing in the area
should be maintained at a standard consistent with a Roaded
Natural ROS classification. Developed campsites within the river
segment should be maintained at standards consistent with a
Roaded Natural ROS classification but may be upgraded to ROS
standerds of Rural.

Winter angling boat use should be managed for z iotal boat
carrying capacity of 34, a total permitted guids cepacity of 40,
mandatory privete boater registration, and monitored to determine
if additional restrictions (Phase 2) are necesszry. Specific
criteria for this system will be followed as outlined in the Boat
Use Allocztion System in Chapter 1V, Section B of this plan.

Motorized bozt use shall not be allowed except for emergency
search and rescue operations. Motorized vehicle use in and along
the river shall only be allowed on one side of the river, with no

crossing allowed, except for historical private property access

or for emergency fire and law enforcement operztions.
The number of fishing derbies allowed annually shall be two.

Education on the proper and responsible use of znchors should be
emphasized to eliminate potential conflicts thet may occur.

Trails may be constructed, maintained and manzged to meet
recreational demend, provided river values are protected.

The use of pack stock may be permitted, depending on specific
trail management objectives.

Developed and dispersed faci]ifies should, whensver practicable,
be screened from view from the river.

Visual Resource

A1l management activities within the Scenic/Recreation river
corridor shall meet Retention VQO’'s (AG. Handbook $462), except
in developed and dispersed recreation sites where management
objectives and facilities focus on manzgement of people.

*Scenic segment: Management activities occurring in land areas
directly adjecent to the river corridor shall follow visual
quality objectives for those areas.

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Plan
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MA10-7C

MA10-8C

MA10-9C

*Recreztional segment: Meezsures to prevent severa movement of the
Chetco Slump, located on Forest Road #1376 &t milepoint 7.6 in
the Recreational segment, may be exempted from mzeting full
Retention guidelines. Any proposals for work on the slump shall
be analyzed for the effects on the view from the river and shal)
be implemented with sensitivity to visual quality objectives

(see also MA10-13(C). '

Cultural Resources

Management direction is to protect cultural resources. In
addition, cultural resource enhancement and interpretation
projects may be done provided that activities and structures
protect ORV’s and other significant river values. A1l ground
disturbing management activities shall be field surveyed for
cultural resource values and effects to the rzsource determined
and mitigated.

A1l actions, direct or indirect, that will have an effect on
cultural resources are subject to compliance with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, and through
its implementing regulations, 36 CFR 800. Adverse effects to
significant cultural resources (eligible and listed) shall be
mitigated. Decisions to zbandon a significant historical
structure and allow it to deteriorate naturally, or to remove
one, shall be preceded by the consultation process defined in 36
CFR 800, including agreement on appropriate mitigation measures.

Wildlife and Sensitive Plants -

Management direction is to protect wildlife and sensitive plant
habitats. Wildlife and sensitive plant habitat improvement work
may be done, provided that activities and structures are analyzed
as to their effects on the free-flowing charzcter of the river

" and on cther river values.

Designated Wildlife Habitat Areas (MA-8) within the corridor

shall be managed under MA-8 standards and guidelines.

Meadows within the Scenic/Recreational corridor shall be

considered as MA-9 Special Wildlife Sites and shall be managed
under MA9-7 guidelines.

Future proposed projects within the river corridor will require
Biological Evaluations of the site specific project area to
assess potential impacts to Threatened, Endangered or Sensitive
plant &nd znimal species by the project action. Menagement
activities will be designed to protect these resource values.

Fish

Management direction is to protect and enhance fish habitat. Al
management activities within the Wild and Scenic River corridor
shall be analyzed for effects to fish and fish habitat. Final '

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Plan

33 1




y

£
e,

By
i

 sion

MAl0-10C

MA10-11C

alternetives shell not violate Forest-wide S&% £-12, for fish
habit;t protection (p. 1V-32 & 33).

Riparian management area (MA-11) and Supplemeniz) Resource
management area (MA-7) S&G’s give special considzration to the
protection and enchancement of salmonid fish spawning, rearing
and migration habitat. This applies to all Cless I, I1, and 111
tributaries as well as the mainstem of the Cheico Wild and Scenic
River. A1l proposed projects will be designed io meet these
S&G’s for fish and fish habitat protection. Specific projects
for fish habitat enchancement may be added to the Management
Actions and Schedule of Planned Activities in this plan at any
time.

Fish habitat improvement work may be done, provided that
activities and structures zre analyzed as to thes effects on the
free-flowing character of the river znd on other river values,

and thzt these velues will be protected.

*Recreational segment: Most trees that fall in the river will be
left. Consideration for removal will be based on a balance
between fish habitat needs and public safety neads.

>*Scenic segment: A1l trees that fall in the river will be left

as large woody material for fish habitat.
Range

New range allotments for livestock shall not be allowed.

E'Existing range allotment management plans shall zddress river

resource values, and activities shall be planned to protect them.

Soil and Water

Management direction is to protect and enhance water quality.
Water quality enhancement projects may be done, provided
activities and structures do not affect the free-flowing
character of the river, and that river resource values are
protected.

A1l management activities within the Scenic and Recreational
river corridors must be analyzed for effects to soil and water.
Final alternatives shall not violate Forest-wide S&G’s (p. 1v-44)
for soil and weter protection. Forest-wide S&8G 7-14 (p. 1V-47)
describes the process for complying with State rzquirements in

~accordance with the Clean Water Act for protection of the waters

of the State of Oregon.

Water removal for incidental engineering, permarznt fire
management access sites, recreational, administretive, or other
uses may be allowed after environmental analysis determines there
will be no significant environmental impacts to any river-related
value.
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MA10-12C

MA10-13C

Minerais

The Scenic and Recreational river segments will remain open to
future minera) entry. Mining activities, on mining claims
properly loczted and recorded, may be authorized subject to
regulations’ in 36 CFR 228, Subpart A. An approved Plan of
Operation will provide for reclamation of areas disturbed by
mining related activities and for protection of the surface
resources consistent with the approved activities. Adequate
bonding should be required to insure that provisions of the

operating plan are accomplished.

A1l Plans of Operation shall be analyzed to determine the effects
on the river’s Outstandingly Remarkable Values and other resource
values. All effects should be mitigated to prevent degradation
of river values. , _ .

Provisions in an zpproved Plan of Operation shall satisfy the
rights of the claimant to extract valuable minerals, while
creating the least impact on river values. Following Forest-wide
S&G’s 10-1 thru 10-11 (p. IV-55), disturbed lands should be
reclaimed as soon as practiczble during or after the mining
activity. Site specific mitigztion may be required seasonally
for active mining operations. Reclamation of 211 disturbed
surface areas shall be required upon completion of all mining
activities.

Removal of common rock and grzvel shall.only be allowed in the
Recreational segment in areas where extraction would not conflict
with other resource objectives.

Roads/Utilities

*Scenic segment: No new rozds will be constructsd within this
segment. Existing roads may be maintained and reconstructed
based upon need. A1l rozd reconstruction shall be analyzed for \
effects to river values znd those river values shall be i
protected. '

*Recreational segment: Road construction, reconsiruction,
maintenance, and expansion may occur based upon need. Al1l
transportation projects shall be analyzed for effects to river
values and those river values should be protected whenever
possible. New roads should be screened from view from the river
wherever practicable. '

Maintenance techniques to prevent severe movemznt of the Chetco
Slump, located at milepoint 7.6 on the 1376 Road, are allowed.
These include crilling, dreinege measures, rcezd reconstruction,
paving, retaining walls, guard rails and other measures, so long
as they do not impede the free-flowing character of the river.
A1l maintenance will be done with sensitivity to visual quality
objectives. ‘ \
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Use of the existing Red Rock Querry, on the 137% Read at
milepoint 11.3, mey continue provided the existing visual
condition, &s seen from the river and the road, is improved.

Low-weter Bridge pilings may be removed to enhence the
free-flowing character of the river.

Lands

MA10-14C Fee-title leand azcquisition by condemnation shall not occur as per
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, Section & (b).

Conservation or scenic easement purchase may occur as stated in
Section 6 of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1958. Acquisition
of easements mey be used where river values could be threatened,
or to provide for access or better public service.

Port-Orford-cedar and Pacific yew

MA10-15C A1l proposed projects will be analyzed as to their potential
effects on Port-Orford-Cedar (POC) and Pacific yew, and potential
effects will be mitigated to protect these species. All projects
will follow the latest menagement direction as cutlined in the
Inter-regional POC Mznac:z—z~t Plan and the Draft Region Pacific
Yew Manzcemeni Strateg;.

Corridor Rnunf:zry Description

The Forest Plan established Management Arzss 2 and 10, for the Wild and
Scenic/Recreational segments of the Chetco River. The boundary for both
management 2reas was based on the Omnibus Cregon Wild and Scenic Rivers Act

-

of 1988. The total interim Chetco Wild eznd Scenic River boundary consisted

~of an zrea of zpproximately 14,240 ecres or appreximately 320 ecres per

river mile.

The 1968 Wild and Scenic River Act restricts corridor arezs for Wild and
Scenic Rivers to not more than an average of 320 acres per river mile in

" the final menzgement plan.

" The final boundary for the Chetco Wild and Scenic River cerridor is based

on the interim (1/4-mile on each side) management boundary, but also
includes legal land lines, identifiable created features such as roads and
trails, and natural topographical features as well. One example of where

legal 1and line boundaries were used is at the mouth of the South Fork

Chetco River, where a recent land purchase from private interests secured
240 acres for public access and use. From this 240 acre unit, 100 acres
extends to the east beyond the traditional 1/4 mile corrider and occupies
the remaining pertions of the SW 1/4 of Ssction 9, T39S, PI2W.

Appendix E contains a detailed legal description of the £ie2] river
corridor boundary.
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he Scenic river corricder dewn to 1 Bridce to Szmi-primitive

netorized.
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river eccess fIiois, Zeveleped
es Low Weter fricfge end Steel
kecess/Trensporietion

Addrzss trensporieticn neecs within the river corridor 1o increzse sefety

énd to neet increesing cemends for river use end eccess. Suggestions

incluce widening Forest rczd 1375 in zreas, ,=v1ng Forest rozd 1276 in the
Cch'tl Rench &rsze, cpen/improve zccess by existing rceds, &nd improving
curves elong Foresi road 1376 for sefer passage. ( 'oie: 1he "Opporiunities

Ygerniified in ihe IRA" document in ihe project file iceniiiies fuiure needs

for the 1374 Roed). '

end to
Fis cderbiss cn the Chetco Wild end Scenic River will b2 subject to t?e
=1 ment thet Cerby recussticrs submit en eppliceticon t the UQFS, Chetc
Zer: jisirict, for a speciel uss permit by July 1, {or the upcoming
Tish Sgesin.
Fishing Cerbies ¢n the (hetco Wile znd Scenic River will Lz considered
gccovding 1o ins following critsriz: _

1. Dsrbies thet directly benefit Tish ernhzncement on thes Chetco River
will t2 given gpricrity cver those thet do not.

2. TCerbiss will b2 given “r*craty eccorcding to the ameunt of doT]:xs they
coniribute to Chztco River 7ish enhzncement projectis.

3. Derbies thet minimize imrzcts to other river users Sy sche duling on
nen-pezk ceys, 1im1ting ihe number of derby days, specifying time end
loceticn of ectivities ¢n 1r=,r1 ~&nd <hcwipg rgawuz=t1ow for
perking, lzunches znd shuttles, w111 be given pr1ur1ty over those that
cdon*ti ‘ o C

4. DCezrbies thet vse Chetco permitted cui des h1]] be ¢iven priority over
these thet co not, or thet use few. ' T

5. Derbies thzt promete and cdocumsnt cetch cnd r=1 2 methods will be
given pr1cr1ty over those thzt don’t. : :

5. Derbiss thet demonstrate benefit to the loceal rock gs~Harbor economy
‘will b2 91V’n priority. . ;

7. FPest periormence for der“y c gan1z;t1ow will be cc“s.fere if
eppliceble. .Those with the lezst zmount of incicent cor d1sruptwon to
othsr vsers or the river environment, will be given oriority. Those
with no pricr history will bes consicdered &s being in cood stending.

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Maznzge ement Plzn
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ihet populets

Develeop cpportv

progcssses uging

orocess.,

Weter Quziity

Cemplete furiher zralysis end orozoss possidle correciion of stebility
problems in the Chetco drainzce, which ere identified in ihe Wetershed
Improvemeni Keeds (WIN) cetebese for the Chetco Disirici. These include
WIN sites 3, 10, 11, 12, 13, 17, 33, 3%, &nd 10.

Icertify roecs which need closing, rehedilitetion, end/cr sncrecced
meintenence in orcer 10 enhence waisr crelity end Tish hzbitet.

Deveicp & weter-site Yccetion plen for future erginesring znd fire
menegement purposes end Tor protecticn of weter cuality

Seek cprpeortunitiss 10 pertner with Cregon Depertrment of Invironmenta)
Quelity, U.S. £=olegice) Survey, Cregon Derzriment of Fich and Wildlife,
Division of Stete Lencs, Orecen Wetsr Resources Depertment, end other
ecencies 1o nenitor weler quelity end cdevelep dinstreem Ficw bacelines that
will pretect weter cuentity znd cuzlity on the Cheico River

Develop opport ernhance weter quzlity in on-going plenning
processes u51:g shed Imprevement Nesds (WIN) czi:zbese and
informetion obted he intecretsd rescurce znzlysis crocess.

Wildlife

Perform mezcow enhzncement within the river corridor to rrovide edditione)
wilglife hebitzt, where rezeded.

X pertnerships with greups for wildlife-rel: *d imgrovements and
gecu ¢ne) ¥ itie

-

Invest $n h
1

osprey p
Seom -nts

rrojecis such &s instelleziizn of nest boxes,
loprent in Scenic znd R;cr==t10na1 River

m
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Seek opporivnities 12 plen and implement interpretive preoizcts that

ecduczie, enteriain, end zssist ihe pudblic to understend ezng appxec1aie ihe

Wild end Scenic River &end the vzlues for which it wes cesicneted. :

Timber

Use scosystem menecenent technioves in th2 plenning, preceretion, end

edminisireiion of zny timber hervest, cWVcoc, or wiidliifs enhancement

orojecis effecting ihe Cheico Wild end Scenic River basin

Timbeyr cutsicde the boundary but within the visuzl seen erza should be

meneced end hervesisd in & renner which preovides speciel smpheasis on visue)

cueliiy.

Lene Ecorisition

Thers ars :z v 1,155 zcres of privetely-cwned lends within the

boundarfss ik €2 Wild end Scenic River ceorridor. The Wild and

Scenic Rivers AcC iTicelly prohibiis the use o7 condsmnetion in the fee

title purchese o veiz Tends §7 50 sercent or more of iha lend within

ihe river Sounce eirgecy in public cwnership. The (hstco River falis
within this cetze . while 2 Wild end Scenic Rivers fct provides the

Fecerel covernment with zuth iy 10 purchzse scenic, conservetion or

zccess zegszmenis invovch concfemneiion frocesdings, this s considered a

Teesurz ¢f last rescrt

The besic oblectives of Wild end Scenic River cesicrnetion are to meintein

or dmprove the river’s existing conéition, &nd to protect &nd enhence the

river®s Cuistendingiy Remezrkebls Veluss (CRV's).

The 7ollowing criterie will te used 1o cstermine eessment/ezcauistion

cricritiss:

* Those lends thet heve 2 hich petential for comme) rcizl eve]opm:n;
which, iT devsicped, weuld cecrece the river’s CRV’s end/cr its cther
sicenificant veiuves.

* Those lends thet ere edjecent to the river, heve a czntle topocrephy,
end would provice public ezccess to the river, sspscizlly in hich-use
recrzetion erses.

These criteria serve only to direct the cdevelopment of zcouisition end
essement siudies, end ere not meent {o be the sole criteria for
consicderziion.

Privete Property

Boundary informetion will be postzd on the bulletin boards &t boet
lzunches. Commercizl guidss will be given meterials showing the
beuncderiss. - i

Chetco Wild end Scenic River Mznzcemsnt Plen
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18 syeisn zlicceling end permititing winter boatling uss wes developed from
Alternetive VI1 in the Environmental Zscesement (EA) for ths Chetco Wild zrg
Scenic River Mznzgement Plan. A detailed cescription of ihe recreetion use,
issues, cerrying capecity, &nd varicus meihcds of zlleczticn c¢ nsud=wrd cen tbe
Tiung in ihsz fnzlvsis of Public Use document in the EA (Fpperfix ,; The
3 ¢n cf the ziternziive implements this perticuler syciem Ly ihe
< eher is cocumenied in the Dec kotice in Chepizyr VI the £A.
Ziternziive VII wes chosen to resolve the winter boating cvercrowding isscve.
Follicwing is & Cescripiion of how the selected zlternztive. ‘mplemented in tw
rneses, will work

Fhess 1 (Cemmercizl)
I. Reguce ¢uidss 10 4D (only on2 cuids will Gperete uncer onz permit).

3. Menitier fo determine i the totez] bzet ihrzcheld (ses pzce 43) is excseded
end if commerciel use is exceeding 50% ¢f the cerrying cerecity (CC), which
is ihs sercent of meximum use itolerzhle IT both of ikssz cccur, then
Fhesz 11-A will be implemenied (ses Monitoring Stretecy Ter specific
ihreshoids end meihods).

rhese 1 (Nen-commerciel)

I. Mencziory requirement thet 211 privete vssrs must registsr caily by filling
cut end submitting 2 registreticn cerd.

2. Monitor to c:s
.18 exceszding
thresholcds (1

termine if teots)
tFe percent of m
i

is exceecCzd znd i
g h
LS) ere exceed

21d
olerzble (60% cf
gse 11-3 will t&

Frese 11-A (Cemmercial use)

. Split zllocetion retio will be set zt 50:30.
2. Total number of cuides will remain zt 40.
3. DaiTy commercial use 11m1t of 17 bOctS (50% CC) will he implemented.

n (October - March), the aveils ble days per

4. Out of a 180-dzy total seaso
use-ceys eveileble/cuide/sezson.

cuicda will b2 75

'3

5. Specific calender dzys will be selected by each guide by 2 me thod of d eft
called "Seize the Day." cpecxﬁc.—.]'ly

A. Guices will reandomly cdrew a érift number.

Chetco Wild end Scenic River Menegement Plan
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3. Cyices will Srevt ingividuel deys, according 1o their number

C. Ezch cuide will be given 75 "dreit picks” to be used in zltern
feshicn.

D. Eny dey of the sezson cen be cdrefisd until the daily use limit
is filled for thet cey

E. This precess centinues in alternziing fzchion until 211 availe
are full.

F. Cards for e:zch.dey will be iscued to the guides gccording to w
deys they crefted. These cerds mey be ireded emong cuides for
creferred ceys, but the cerd must te croppsed in the box on the
is ussd eng only used on ihe dey identified, end ihz cuide usi
cerd must te iceniifiszd on it.

S. Boats will b2 icentiiisd using 3" ck-on lebels of the siete guid
license number.
rhese 11-B (Nen-commercial)
1. Split aileceatien rziio will be cet &t 35:50.
Z. Daily uss 1imit ¢f 17 bezts (504 CC) »iil be implemented
3. Eicht will b2 jssved cn z Czily first-cocts/Tirst-c:er
besis, rning will 52 dseved by zdvenced reszrvetion.
&, Dedly permittsd Scetis will be issuved 2 tezporery wooden nuzher szde
hengs over ihe gunwzle ¢f the beet. Thess numbers must bs returned
end oFf ihs cdey or ih2 ceposit 10 cover rzplecement will bz kept. -
5. A processing T2 mey be instituted to cover the cost of issuing the
| end provice for vencor incentive to develep and cperete tha system.
| system nmust meet the following coils:
A. 1t must minimize USFS zdministiretion costs.
B. It must be fair end cpen to 211 non-commercial uszrs.

C.

V\

ust ellow equel eccess for local end out-of-town users.

Summery of Alleccetion System for Commerci:zl znd Non-commercizl Users

Phese J:-

1. Reduce guides to 40.

2. F:ndctory privete permit registrztion.

3. No use limits on either user type.

4. Monitor for total bﬁat nd rztio thresholds.

Chetco Wild end Scenic River I
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rrEie li-A (CommErci:El} frese 11-8 (-0 commaycial)

PoO50% Total boet 1imit (17/cev). 1. 80% Totel bozt dimit (17/day).

Z. Existing ouicdes remain zt &0, 2. Open to 211 rnon-commercial users.

3. Eech cuice selects 76 sezson-deys. 3. Permits by ressrved & Jst served.

4. "Sieze the Dey" ¢raft method. 4. Deily permit purchese price.

5. Bezt 1D by stete cuide licenes ¢ 5. Boet ID by reiuvrnzbdle number,

Bozt Menitoring Strztecy

Menitering will be conz 1o detsrming the number of totz) IZeis on the river at

eny cne time end the actue) retio of commercial 10 non-commzrciz] use

Estimets Actuel Retio of Use (Commercizl:Non-commercieal)

I. Collscting &nd counting uss recisirziion cargs from bet 2r iypes will
show the proportion of vse erend szch ¢reun. The dnvor on will help
Cetermire whether 1o implement Fhese 11-A. Pheoce 11-8, 0ih, should the
thresholds for total boits zt cne time b2 excesced

2. [Enforce cerd regisiration sysiem By rendomly stepping Sczts end verifying
Yse with registireticn. Thess who hive net registersd will receive s Notice
ef Violetien. This rzouiremsni $s enferczeble under 35 CIR 2€1.88 (z2).

3. The monitoring threshold (triczer) for rztio of use is: When commercizl or
non-commerciel vse exceeds £0%, more thin 20% of the sszson sempled.

). This would b2 uesd to Ceternin: nemericelly i crowding was cccurring cn
the river, btzsed ©n the Cetzrminztion of cerrying cerpzcity

The sempling period = 15 min/holz x 21 holes = 3.:5 hours.
Totzl Count for 5.25 hours = Totz] Bcets on the River &zt Cne Time.
See Appendix B of the EA for mere cdetziled informztion.

3. The monitering threchold (triccer) Tor totzl bosts is: when total bozts on
the river zt one time exceed cerrying czpacity more thzn 20% of the sezson

sempled.

Fonitering Exzmple Metrix

beth would b be zffzc

Following is &n exem
Phese 1 of this sys
thrzshold hes beer
11 should be initis

1 metrix of deta from a hypothetical sz

It shows how ronmtcr.ng deta would in
dsd, how a"Txt.s of the dzta woull 24
end w =‘hcr commerc1a] USErs, non-comm

" o
o

MmN mo

.—o-r-t-m - T
o.u.n=l
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1t ehould be neisd thet e specific protoce) will be followed in cdetermining
when Phese }1 will be implemented. First, only the ihreshold for total bozis
on ihe river zi cne 1ime (es steled ébove) must be exceeded besfore Phzse 11
will te implemented. When this occurs, some aspect of Fhase 1T will be
implemenied. Second, moniicring dete for retio of use wWill cetermine whether
Fhese 11-A, Fhese 11-B, or both will te used. 17 the toLa] boat Lhresho]o is
excesded by both vuser types, even et & 50:%0 ratio, both Phese 11-A znd B will
pe implementied.
The exemple below sssumes ihel under Alternztive VII: guidss ere reduced to 40,
cerrying cepecity ((C) is 4 totzl boets on ihe river et on2 iime, meximum
tolerence reiio is 80%, end ihe menitering thresholds identified cbove epply.
ihet is, total beets &nd retio cf use cennot sxceed limits more then 20% of the
tezeon cempled..,
TAZLE ]
v cC
Commerciel Nen-commerciz) Toial Boets C/NC Exceed or

Sempiz £ Spets (cuides) £ Ceets (griveis) &t one tims Zetio Not Exceed

)| 10 i0 20 5:30 NE

2 :0 Z 32 £8:12 NE

3 27 7 34 €3:20 NE

K 14 Z3 oF £1:38 NE

E) 17 17 24 20:30 NE

5 18 17 35 21:49 £
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Note: This azssumes that ezch on-site sempling wes done over & 5.25 hour period.

Anzlysis cf this dzta indicetes thet:

1. ~zshold for tota] bocts on uh: )i ne tim (34) was exceecded
2

1 meximum tolerence v
1 in

s2 retio (60%) wes exceeded 20% of the time,
semples 2, 3, &n -

d S.

3. Non-commerciz] mex. tolerence use retio (60%) wes not excezecded &t 211.

Chetco Wild &nd Scenic River Mznzcement Flen
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13 L Tiveznied in ire nexl
VRS wWerve exczzzzd beyond the 204
mEErciel users wolid be réestricted in
use retio and nen-commercia) USETS
cimum tolerance use rziio.

IT total boats end retio emgunts hzd been exceeded by the ren-commercial users
¢nly, then Phzse 17-8 would be implemented end the commercizi vEers would
Leatinue 1o be menitered et £0% meyximum use, while private mzximum use retio
wiuld te =zt 50%
croups hed exceseded ihresholics, then Phzse 171-A eang 2 would be
1ed end both would be monitorsd ezt 50% mexXimum use rziio.
Cuicde Selection Criteria
inordsr to reduce cuicss Zewn 10 40, & syctem of reting tr ~ased on
tzsireble eifribuies (criterie) wes ceveloped Reting will =2 bezsed on ihe
zzplicetien scoring criteriz end cdocumenizd on the eppliceiicn $Coring sheet.
RELING Tor the everege innuzl quaniity of cecumentad irips will bz for ths
£1/82, ©0/°), &nd &9/¢D permitl sezsons. Once szlscted, ezch guide will bz
reted znd eveluzted ennvelly. Before ezch quids cin be reied they must meet
ihe foliowing pre-bid cuelificetion reguiremsnts.
°re-bid Quelificztien Recuirements
o ke eligidle for scorang, eech prospective bidder muct
}. Document thzt they hzve the Telleowing:
A Cregen Stzis Outfitier/Cuicde Licenss.
3. Busirzss Licenss
C. The proper squipment (including sziety items) r gssery 10 cperete a
sefe cuiding service.

2. Submit a properly completed ouicde zpplicztion.
3. And will zgree to:

A, Properly mark comm:xcw:] cuice vessels with their Cregon State Guide
License Nurter,

B. Bz zboerd the guide vess:] dur1ng ¢11 commercial operetions;

C. Comply with other conditions of permit cﬁd lew.

Chetco Wild end Scenic River Menezcement Plen,
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Avier pre-cuelifyine, eech epplicent will then be scored for :
roints bessd on the following weichied crijeriz

Points will be essicned to eech epplicent for commercial cuics
ithe Chzico River
4 Points ior eech season of Chetco Ri
0R cermil histery (8 yeers mex
4 Points for sech sseson of cocumenie
experisnce by &n gmp1oyse_of
2 swern end noierized aific:
X Peints §or ihs everezce ennual number of cocumented (by it
guicsd irips iecken over ihe 91/2 €0/C1, & &8/%D ¢
X = 0 points ior 0 averece (R
5> points 7or 1 - 10 irips zverzge OR
10 poinis for 11 - 25 trips everece OR
15 z6ints for Z£+ irips everege

23 POIKTS MAXINMUM - Ml‘CELLﬁ‘EOU QUALIFICATICHS & PERFORMANCE

within the pest thres yezrs;
f) 3 Points lNo Convictions for Nztionzl For
years

rest Violetions wi

0) 3 Points Noi 1<tc:y of reporteble Sceting Accidents with®

Yeers, .
h) 2 Points No Convictions of neglicent or reckless or DK] ¢

vehicle or wetercrzft within the pest five yszzrs
i) 2 Points No bounced or NSF checks to the US Forest Servic
three permit periods.

Chetco Wild znd Stenﬁf River Menzgsment Plen
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47 POINTS MAXIMUM - PROFESSIONAL GUIDINRG EXPERIENCE ON THE CHETCO RIVER:

g EXNLE riencs an

¢) 5 roints Curreri vzlid certificets erine Szfsty
irezining Frogrem or Cleass Service;

2) 10 Pcints Currently valid certifice uscitetion;

€) 5 Foints Currently velid certifice 1T, EMT-1,
c¢r hicher, or certiticati oT
Fypcthermia end Cold Mete bove besic
first aic;

rericrmence Fzctors: 23 Points Meximum

¢) 5 Points Timely end zccurzte submission of Annuzl Use Rezorts @nd Log Deta

- ior last sezson of use;

B) 5 Points Complete &nd eccurzte submission of deily uss-cdecumentztion cards
for lest sezson of use;

c) 5 Points Pzyment by due date of Bill for Collecticn for lzst seeson of use

d) 5 Points Not more then one Notice of Violaticn within the past five years;

€) 3 Points Nct more then one Werning of Violetion of permii stipuletions

ihin the pest five
a1 the past five
retien of eny

é cduring the pest



Cheico River Fishirg Guicde Perait froiicent Scering end Eviloztion Sheet
NAME : . DATE:
OREGON STATE QUTFITTER/GUIDE LICENSE #
SUSIRESS LICENSE #
-
PROFESSIONEL GUIDING EXPERIENCE ON THE CHETCO RIVER - 47 POINTS MAXIKUH:
& * - Sezsons of Chetco River cuiding experience
j with documented permit history. No. of Sezscns X 4 points =
e . OR
. Szesons of C(heico River cuiding exparience &s en
gmployzz of permit holdsr (noterized siztemsnt).
B ' , Ro. of fezsons X 4 points =
? ¥ Averzge znnuvz] number of cocumenisd, cuided trips
teken on ihe Chetco over the pest thrss permit sezscns = Trips
(see "Ippiicziten Scoring Criterie” for ccoring). Score =
: MISCELLANEQUS QUALIFICATICNS & PERFCRMANCE FACTORS - 53 POINTS MAXINUM:
Quelificetions:
: 5) Holder of Sceting or Marine Sefety Treining Certificetiza (5 points)
¢) Current Cerdiopuimonery Sesusciteticn Certificaticn (30 points)
- 6) Current 2¢v. First Aid, ETT, EMT-1 cr hicher Certificetion :
er A¢v. Hypothermia & Cold Wetsr Trzining (5 points)
. Ferfermznce Fzctors:
. ¢) Timely &nd zccurete submission of recuired reports (5 points)
O) Complzie &nd accurate submissica of ca11y
1 u;e-docuu—nt tion cerds (yellow cards) (S points)
5 c) Peyment by due cdzte of znnual 3§11 fer Co]]ect101 (5 points)
d) Not more then on2 Notice of Violetion within the pest
o five yeers (5 points)
; €) Not mors thzn one Werning of Violetion for perm1t
- stipule ions within the past three yeers : - (3 points)
. f) No convictions for Nztionzl Forsst violetions
‘ - within the- pest five YEers : (3 points) ]
i ©) No histery of reporteble Boating Acciéents within the :
pest f1\= yeers ’ : (3 points) .
? h) No conrvictiens of nsgli gsnt cr recklsss or DWI cperetica
L of zny vehicle or wetercraft within the past f1v= yeers (2 points)
i) No bounczd or NSF checks to the US Forest Service cur1no :
% the pest-thres permit periods : - {2 points)
o | TOTAL POINTS
» Chetco W11d énd Scenic River Manzgement Plzn
w 47




Schiecuiz ¢ riznned ~ciivities
The proiscts end accuisition prcpcsais centzingd in this flen will be
translzied into multi-yeer program budcei proposals ihet ‘Zentify needed
expenciiures. he bufgel proposals erve submitted threouch normel Forest
Service budget processes. A final budget for eny ficcel veer (October 1 of
one calenger yszer throuch September 2D of the next celzadar yeer) is the
result ¢f recotiztion beiwzen the Congress of the Unitzsd Stzies end the
Ecminisirezticn, &s well &s en zllecetion process zmong 231 the Forest
Service units by ihe hicher ofiices of 1?9 Forest Servicz. Since ithe actual
emouni ©f woirK which cezn be zccomplished cdepends 10 & creei cdegree on the
Tinel budget, and ihet mey very consicerebly from the tudcet proposel, §f s
ntt pessible 1o szy with essurence when or if the proocesd frojects in this
plen will te Tully cerried cut.
The Tzdszrzd zlzn ‘2 heen cambinegd
into ihrez . ihzss ceieceoriss inciuds
annvzl meir mene nt, end fecilities
cevelopment.
~Following ers cost estimetes for the (hetco Wild end Scznic River meznzgement
progrem tessd on fiscz) veer 1682 dc1?ars.
ranuel Mzintenzncs
The Cheico wWild end Scenic River Menezgement Areas includz ihe following
recrseticn fzeilities: on2 dsvelepsd cemporound (Liti? sCwood); fou
uncevelopsd riverber/launch erses (Sevth Ferk, Redwocd, tk end Miller);
one irzil eccess/Gisperesd leunch areze (Low Weter Ericdc one Gey-use site
(L1it g Fzfwzod); numirous undsvelored dispersed cempsd : &énd ih2 Chetcod
Corga Trej '
| Annve) meintenenc2 oSt e £e0,000
Annval Operziions znd Progrem Mznzcement
Funding for cperetions &nd progrem meznzgement includss czveleopment of
educetion/informetion progrems, development of meps end informetione)
brochures, river petrols, -speciz) use permit zdministrezticn for
outfitter-cuides, vehicle costs, egquipment charces, end ciher genere)
edministretive cverhezd costs. _
Acministretive everheed. ... ittt £115,000
Fzcilities Development
Following ere the con<tructicw projscts which zre 1d=n;1.1=d in the p1=n end
which will pley a ey role in =s<Lr|ng that the desired future conditions
B will be achﬁexed. As discussed in the intreduction to this section, if
budcet allccetions do not retch reoue<ts, some of thess rrojects mzy not be
completed when scheculsd. L .-
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nt Plen

Fiscal | | Estimet-
Yeer | Descriptien | ed Cost
I ,
]
4 ! Chetco River Road (Peving) 3.5 Miles i $350,000
! :
T | Chetco River Rozd (Culveris) 2.5 Files | £150,009
e ] Little Recweod Cemperound Rehabiliteztion ! $14,500
i (feesibility end o precenstruction) | o
|
€5 i Low Weter Brides Trailheed (Tezsibility | £10,500
i end preconstiructicn) i
!
e5 | South Ferk Cheico Sitz Development ' £3,600
| (T=esibility) !
) | Low Weter 2ridgs Trzilhesezd (constructicn) | 61,000
|
i
1) | South Fork Chetco Site Ds ve]cprent i £8.000
| (hrecnn<truct101) i
|
Beyond | Low Weter Bridoes Site Improvement b 871,58
1835 | - Steel Br1dce C;wﬂ/to d Development ] $85,000
| - Chetco River Toilet Rehzbilitztion | §76,000
| - Upper Ch:tco Wild end Scenic River Trail | $170,000
| - Lower Chetco Wild znd Scznic River Trail | $268,000
| - Chetco Geroge Traid | $14%5,000
| - Chetco River Rozd Vista Points | 585,000
| Fishing Access Trails | $80,000
| Improved Perking &t 19217-057 Road : |  $50,000
| - Little Redwood Cempground Rehabilitetion |  Unknewn



The moniiering presc cribed in ihis plen is in ecditicn 1o 1hie extensive
Forest-wice moniicring elresdy prescribed in ihe Sistkiveu Netional Fores
lend end Sescurce renzgosment FPlen (fppendix D). 11 expencs the FCY:QL'S
menitoring progrem to efcress site-specific issues of iz (hetco River
Menzoemeni Ple
The monitering end sveluetion ¢f this plen will be bes ENEVEr
nossible, uvpen ihe Limitis of Accepteble Change (LAC) ¢ LEC is bezed
cn the premiss 1het chence {o the ecological end socie itions ef &n
erea will cccur es & resuit of neiurzl znd humean facio 2 gozl cf
mznecemeni s 1o keep the cherezcier znd rete of chenge humen faciors
within eccepteble leveis thel zre concistent with plen zctives end
protecticn of the river’s Cuisiendingly Remerkeble Vel
The primery emphesis of the LAC svsism is on the desired resource .
conditicn, rether ihen on how much use or ebuse en eree <zn tolerzte. The
menegementi chellence is net one of hew to prevent eny humen-induced changs
in the plenning erse, bvi rether one of deciding whet cheznges should cccur,
how much chenge will be zllewed, whei menecement zctiens zre neeced o
cuide end conirel it, end how merecsrs will know when ihs ssteblished
1imits ere Zzing or heve Dbzen reechsd,
Cnce in place end fur 2, the mschenics of the mend ing system cen
glert Forest Servics ; s o unzccspieble chence in wWild end Scenic
River corrider beiors it tes Yziz io reect. For szch river velue {o bs
monitored, one or mCr2 kzy indiceiors ere selecisd which zilow menegers to
keep &tfunzd to chences in ths scosysiem or scciel ssiting. For eech ksy
indicetcr, & siznderd 3s sgi. This is tha threshold velus which detsrminss
the emcunt of chence thet is siifer Czsired or will bs zcospied. The
purpose of the indicetlors end siencerds is to provi menzCsrs with a2 tool
1o cdetermire i7 th2 reascurces valuss end oppertuniti i g2 meneging Tor
ere zctuzlly bzing orevidsd.  The stinferds serve ¢ irizzers” which czuse
crecdetermingd menecenent ections to b2 implemented when the 1imit is being
eppreeched. ~
The LAC process §s cesioned to B2 the foundztion for thes iong-term
protection znd enhencement of ihe primery river-releted vezlues in the Wild
end Scenic River corridor. Thez process must, however, bz {iexible enough
to allow for unicus sits-specific situvetions, end to provids emple
cr;uw**y for public involvernznt end edjustment &s our rsscurce end
<oc1a] knowlecge bese increzses.

1he following section O”t]1ﬁ°5 the ke gy indicetors, menecsrsnt stenderds &nd
monitering thaet will be conducted within the Chetco Wild znd Scenic River
Corricor.

e
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Svccessiul i
close coorgi

mrismentielion of 1he Cheico River Menecersmi Flan wil) require
nevion end cocperation hetween numercues fecsrel, stzte znd
Toczl government egencies. The primary roles and respersibilities of thece
Entl pariners zre outlined beiew. Specific plens znd policies thet
Tect the Zzsigneted corridor ers described under thz EQeEnCyY
ible for thet plen or policy.
Forest Service
The Forest Servics meneCEs end efministers Hation Forest System
lends. The Forest Servics is recponsible for edminisiretion of the
Cheico Wild end Scenic Ijvar nd will teke the Yeed in this
ecministretion throvch ihe Chreico Renger Districi of the Siskiyou
Retionel Foreet. 1a this z¢ migsiretion, 3§t will =z necessiry to
coe neie closely with Curry County end szverel ihe Orszcon Stzte
ecs s which heve jurisciciicn in the eres
Chetco Ranger Dicirict will bz the primery public contzct for jssues
reteting 1o Wild znd Scenic Rijver menegemsnt, dincivding: szfety,
public infcrmeticn and szcuceiicn special use permit complience,
reseurcs protection, projsct plerning end implar tetien, end
monitering of socizl zng chysiczl conditions on eleng the river.

- The fecerz) covernment dees net have autherity to rezuleats whet
heppens o0 orivets lend within or ¢diecent 10 thz Wilg end Scenic
River corrider. Llend use centrals on privete der re sclely within
ithe Jjurisciciien of steis ecencies end local cour ¢nirg, unless the
Ferest Service eCuires cinserveiion ezsements.,

U.S. Fish znd Wildlife Service

The U.S. Fieh and Wilclifs Servics eCministers ths f:zlere) Endengered
Species fct of 1873 (es emencecd). The Forest Ssrvice censults with
that zoency 1o obtzin a biologiczl cpinion cn znorozrizte courses of
ection when it is cetermired irzt 3 threziened cor zndencered species,
or its critice)l hebitet, mey tz effectied by a pregposed merzcement
ection. Resulting decisicns could mean the preopessd iction is
modified c¢r zbindonsd.

The Oregon Stzte Perks znd Recrzztion Depertment (Steate Perks) is
‘=<ponsib]e Tor the zcquisition, improvement, meinisnance, end

Ccrerztion ¢f Crecen’s Stete Park system. Stete Fzrks §s z1s0 )
r:spon51b1= Tor giving technicel zssistance 1o locz) covernment -
cgencies on park metters, ceveleps end meintains ihz Stztewide
Comprehensive Outdoor Recrzztina Flan (SCCRP), ernd :lzinisters the

Federal Lznd &nd Water Conserveztion Fund metching crent progrem in

‘Orecon.




S Oreccon wWzisr Resources Depariment (WRD) !
Cregon’s Wetlsr resources Depertment (WRD) is resgi-sizle {or the |
menegement end ellocetion of the Sizte’s water s. The ¥Weter
resources (emmission, 2 citizen bogy, cevelops These policies
ere inclugsd in besin proegrams. fzch of Orecon’s ver basins has l
a basin preeram thzt is periodically updeted. Ezs¢ oorems !
cererelly clessify the streems &nd lzkes. 7The cle ceitions include
domestic, livestock, municipal, irriceticn, power., irdustriel, mining
recreztion, wildlife, znd Tish vses The progrems zrs ecopied &s
coministretive rules which refleci hew weter is currsnily used, end
predict its Tuture use end 2llccetion
5. Division oi Siete Lends (DSL)
The Divisicn of Siates lands is thes zCministiretive zr7 of ithe Stets
Lznd Scerd (ihs Bezrd), compossd of the Covernor, Sszcrztery of Stales
end Steie Treeacurer. Under constitviionel end siziiicry cuidelines,
ihe Beerd s respensibie for menezoing the essets o7 ihe Cemmen School
Fund es well &s Tor zdministering the Orecen Remsvel-Ti11 Lew. The
Schoel fund®s essets include the becs &nd benks c¢f Crsgon’s neviceble
weterweys, znd ere io be menzczd for the greeisst Zsrnefit Tor the
pecple of Orzcon, consistent with ihe conserveiicn of this rescurce
under socund izchnigues of lend mznegement. Proiszciicn of public frust
velues of revicetion, fTisheriss, znd public rscrsztiicn ere of
| peremount imporiencs, 100
| .
DSL els ers the Stete’s Removel-Fi11 Lew, ~hich protscis
| Cregon’ from uncentrolled giteretion. Thz lew reguires
| ,crn1L remevel of merz then 0 cubic yerzs of materizl
| within weierwey. The permit-revisw froczss involves
cocrdd the neturel reseorce end lend uss zzencies from ths
loce feceral levels
5. Orecon Depzr riment of Fish znd Wildlife (ODFW)
ODFW manages fish end wildlife resources in ths stziz, regulates &1l
.. commerciel end recreztionel hervests of fish end gzxe, end is
© responsible Tor hebitet preserveticn. ODFW is zuiherized to recuest
instreem wzter rights to protsct §fish and wildlifs rssources. rfgency
technicizens end biclogists provice technicel ezssistarnce for riperizn
hebitet protsction znd mezintenznce, r1ver~—d or riverbenk alteretion,
weter w1thfr wzl, of eny use of the weter’s surfecs. Oirection for
menzgement of tr° upper Cnetco River fish popu] tien is provided by
ODFW’s Chetco Subbezsin Plen, compleied in 1681. Th2 plen’s pr1or1t
include 1ncreas.ng nzturel proCucL1on of fall chircck, incressing th=
survivel of downsireem migreting chinock, maintaining high numbers of
wild trout, monitoring the producticn of wild fish, znd reducing the
impects of hzbitet dsgredztion on 7fich. The Chetco Xiver Menzoement
Plzn is consistent with thet plen.
"Chetco Wild end Scenic River Meznzgement Plen
52
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Deperimernt ¢f Lzng Concerveticon :rz Develepment (Li1D)

BLED works with cities, counties, end stete ecencizs 1o cevelep end
meintain Orecon’s comprehensive jend uce plens, znd reculetions. fs
pert of these respensibilities, TL(D ensures that counties have
included federzl ¥ild &nd Scenic Rivers in iheir ozl 5 (netura)
resources) planning. Ia Gozl § plennine, counties must inventory the
reseurce, icentify cenflicting usss which could impzct the resourcs
end develop implementeiion siretzcies 1o resolve ithoes conflicting
uses. They sheould ceordinzte with the ¥ild zn Scenic River’s
edministering egency (Forest Service) of propcsed changes in lend use
within the cdesicnzted river corridors. Countiss grs requirsd to
protsct icentifisd rescurces threvch mendztory plens policies, and
Zoning recuirements

Depertment cof Environmentzl Quzlity (DEQ)

As the reculetor ¢f &ir end weier guelity in the sizte, DEQ guircs
eceinst the deoredetion of zir end wetier cuelity in Oregon znd zlona
scenic weterweys. DEQ implements ihe Stetewide Weizp Quality
Ménzgement Pien, which esteblishes stzndzrds of weizr quelity fer ezch
o7 WRD's eighizen bzsins in Orecen. Eeneficial uses of rivers znd
sireems thet zre to be pretecied Sy DEQ ere public, rriveate. znd
industriz) weier supplies: irrigzticn; livestock wetering; znzdromous
Tish pesszge; szlmonid reering and spewning: resicent fish end zgueiic
life; wildlife; hunting and fishing; boating; water contact
recreetion; end zesthetic quelity

The purpese of DEQ’s enticscreceticon policy is to guide decisions thet
evfect weter quzlity such thet unnecesszry decr:zdeticn from point znd
nonpoint scurces of pollution is prevented, end i3 sroteci, szinteaia,
end erhencs existing surface wztier crelity to protzct e existing
beneficizal usss. The stencirds for DEQ’s anticecrecztion policy zra
set Torth in OAR 340-41-120 throuvch €82

The DEQ enticegredztion palicy stzies thzt hich quelity wzters zre to
be protected from cegrzdetion, unless the Environmental Quality
Commisssion fincds it necessery to meke an exception bzsed on economic
or socizl needs. DEQ has stendirds end procedures for on-site sewzge
systems, issves permits for dredce znd i1l of wetlends, znd maintzins
weler quzlity monitoring stetions throughout Oregon. DEQ hazs the
ebility to epply for in-strezm wzier rights to protsct and maintain
weter quality standerds (ORS 537.335(2)).

Oreogon Depzrtment of Forestry (ODF)

Besides menaging stete-owned Torests, ODF enforces the Forest
Prictices Lct, which is cesignzd to protect water guelity, soil, fish,
end wildlife from eny adverse impects of forestry edctivities, such zs
logoirg end rozd censtructicn, which occur on privetzsly-cwned lands.

The Forest Prectices Act rules regculete reforestetion, road
construction end mzirtenzrce, hervesting, zpplicetion of chemicals end
disposal of slzsh. A forest operztions permit from ODF is required
for logging znd other forestry zctivities.
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The locel covernm
is Curry County.

r:sourc:s).
end ectivitie

ert involved with the Chstco Wild
The county must include the Wild
their comprehensive lend use plenning &nd zoning um
CHch:l i5 e¢f the Curry County Cede rs
in the “Y'lpcl"l:ﬂ cetbeck erea” of o
county &lso “rov.ccs Yew enforcement end seerch &nd

e Fersei FreCiices A0t venuletiing 20 noLloinCiucs
cecuiremenis Tor rparzticns within Wild end Scenmic =
However, there ers rulss 10 protect "riperien menets
Under these rules, & propoced coemmercizl foresi oper
riperien menegement eree of a (lass 1 streem must te
wr1Lten plen. The plen must describe hew the cperel?
minimum sianderds prescribed by the Forest Prectices
submitied to GLF for epprovel.

Oregon Depertment cf Trensperiztion (0DOT)

ODCT 45 responsiblie for the sizte highwey system. ks

arnd meintezin stets hichways, Howevsr, 0DCT recognﬁzes

zny hichwey meintenznce or improvemenis within cesigrz

corricders with sensitivity icwerd the special sizivs ¢

Corricors.

Stzte Merine Bozrs

Thz Stzie Merine Zc:rd registers metorized craii, sstie

ecuipment end opsreting recuiremenis, &nd reculetes ih

on Orecon Weiers. In accordencs with OAR 25C0-20-0:0,

Board mey esteblish permit systems for commercisl end

noncommerciz) boeting sctivitiss ¢n Federal Wild end &

The Stzisz Merine Scerd coss net heve 2 reguleticn coreh

moiorized boets cn ihe Chetco River.

The Mzrinz Scerd 2lso hes seversl cther responsibilitd

trzining 10‘Co:nty sheriffs end the Crecon Steie Foiic

=<p0u51:11 iy Tor petrolling Oregen’s waigrweys 1o 0
- Jzws. Al] outdoor hunting, fishing, end refting guilss

with the Merines Bozrd.
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the Myrtlewcod Resource Arsa Office in North gend, Crs
of BLM. lend within the Chetco Wild end Scenic River co
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The criginzl federzl test for cetermining nevigebility wes estzblished

in The Deniel Ea]] cese over 100 ysers 2go. This U.S. Supreme Court

edmirelty cese clerified thet rivers "zre nevigeblz in fact when they
ere used, or susceptible of being used, in their crdinzry condition,

s h1cbways of commerce . . ." 1nt.nnreting this rzcuirement,
subsegurent court cdecisions heave ¢cepted this test for title purpos.s
nd hive ruled thet a weterbody is navigzble if it wes cepeble of use,
et the time of stetehood, &s a pub]ic highwey for trznsporting goods
or for travel in the customery modes of trede znd trevel on weter.

DSL hes cdetermined that there is <urr1c1ent evidence to support a
claim of nzvigebility &nd stete owncrshwp for. the tzds znd binks of
the Chetco River zt least from the river’s mouth (34 0) to zbout
Low-wzter Bridge (RM 18.5). The position. of the Forest Service is
‘thet the n=v1ccb111ty of the river hes not been estzblished.

Chetco Wild cﬂd Scenic River Venzgement Plzn
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For purposes o7 meneging the ebove portion ¢ gy (whersz
revigebility nes net been estebliched), eany eCiivities or
Tend vtes such es new utility or trensportat rs end boet
remps or similer fecilities that impose into welerwzy telow
orginery.hich weter will recuire en eesement fro ete Lend

Board. Exisiing non-federal facilities will require en ezsement et
such time s ihey underco ma‘or siructural zlteraticn, replecement, or
relocztion. 1n &cdition, mOVo] of send and crevsl in quentities
zhove 30 cudic yergs requires a royelty leece end eny non-jecderal use
that cccupiss eny &rea of <usmerc:d or submersible l1&nd recuires a
wzierwey leess

Further, ths DSL &lso edministers the Stete’s Removal-Fill lew which
protects Orzgon’s witerways from uncontro11ed gltereiion. Ths lew
recuires & permit for fi11 or removal of wmore thzn 30 cubic yerds of
meterizl wi ithin thz Stete’s welerweys. The permit- :eu1ew process
invelves coordinetion with the netural resource end lend use zgencies
from the loczl through the fecdsral levels.

As with eny Jointly menezoed resource, jurisdiction is not es imporiant
zs czre for ihe resource. The DSL end the Forest Ss v1ce will

c2. <
continuve to work iogether to zssure thet the public

¥
trust intersst end
ihe purpos2 of the Wild end Scenic Rivers Act are met

County Plznning Commission: CounLy Ordinences Afiecting the Chetco
Wild zrd Scenic River

In 1682, ihz Curry County Plerning Commissicn is Cug 10 review end
upCeiz ihs County’s compren—“s.\c slen end zoning tréinencss. Jhe
policies steted §n €oel 5 of the county’s plen zdcress open spece,
scenic &nd historic zrees cnd the returel rescurcss of the Couniy end,
therefore, heve the most direct effect on the rescurce velues of the
Chztco Wild end Scznic River. '

During the upcoming review end revision, the County will officially
recognize the federel status of the Chetco Wild end Scenic River.
Stzie direction l:udlr:S thet the County enelyze existing ordinances,
in licht of the river’s chenge in stztus, end thei thzy meke
edjusiments end/or :od1t1ons to cro.ncnccs eife Ct1n9 edjecent lands,
zs nescessary. The Forest Service will coopereate with the County
during Lh1$ process to help develop specific ordinznces to ensure
protection of the Chetco River’s Outstendingly Remzrkzble Values --
fisheries, r=creat10n, end weter quality -- end of other importent
vzlues, such &s scenery.

Lrzzs to be zddressed should irnclude: the role of ru;a rizn vecetetion
for both bznk stzbility znd visvel screen1pg zlong th2 river; the
protection of weter resources, both in qu=ut1ty nd gquzlity, fer th
nrotection end enhancement of the fisheries end the municipal wezter
supply; end develepment stenderds end zcn1ng ordinznces affecting
lands zdjecent to the riv er which could 1npcct river resources.

While ihe Chetco is not included in the Cregon State Sc=n1c Waterway
Progrzm, the "Lzndowner’s CGuice" for thet progrem czscribes methods

Chetco Wild znd Scenic River Menzgement Plan
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Tor riper {ns =Ciien ar: S EalEitert sazmpies for ihe
County 1o 7 Cw w1 Ceveloning . cuidelines In ecoition 1o
the ebove maniionsd, cuidelines should eddress Ruitiing setbecks,
minimum dol sizes, septic cetbick end percoleticn rziz stenderds, uvse
zoning, reximum building heights, site plen requirezents, floodplzin
protection, miticelion mezsures for restoration of indigencus '
vegetetion within riperien erecs, end eresion contiral
Anoiher erea Tor c]erification in the Coun;y Plen is that of the role
of the Forest Service during County review of proposed projects end
modificziions on priveie lznds c]o“g the river. Cocrdinztion between
the County e&nd thsz Forest Service is mentioned in the County’s
€xisiing pien, tut 2 process Tor thét coordinztion is not yet
cefined. Uniil the County completes their plen updete, the Forest
Service hopes to zsteblich-a mezns ¢f reviewing proiscts proposed on
cprivete lands which mey effect ths river (see leitzr in project fils
io County Flenning Commission Ceisd §/24/92).
Should the county plen T2i1 1o edsguetely protect ihe valves of the
Chetco Wild and Scenic River, cor should confliciing uses be icdentified
during review of fropossd projecis, the Fbrest Service msy acgouirs
conserveiicn ezsenznis 10 insurs rrotection of Wild znd Scenic River
velues.
Oregon Depzriment cf Fish znd WildliTe: Concerns About Fishing
REOU]:LIO.S end Fish Menzcement.
Severeal wgre received et the Wild end Scenic River public
meeting ete 1o Tish stocks, harvest, end Tishing
reculeti ce jesues ere rnot directly in the menegement
guthori ferest Service :nd ere releied hers for considerziion
by the 2 Stzte Fish end Wildlife Commissien.
1. Some znglers end cuicdes zres interested in a ceich-end-relezse
policy er & one-Tish limit being implemented ¢n 211 or pert of

the river.

2. Some perts ¢f ihe river sheuld be off-limits to {ishing so that
fish spewning cen cccur without thet pressure.

d to low

3. Restrictions ¢n Tish harvest ectivities should L2 tie
especially when

fiow pexiods when pressure on the fish Increases,
the Smith River in California is closed.’

4. Specaa] restrictions should be placed on hervest ing of wild

- stocks end protection cof their hebitet. Menzcement should work
to improve these stoccks. .

5. Downstrezm cravel extrezction operztions mey be hcv1ng a negative
effect on f1<h end speawnirg hebitet in the lewsr river (see 5 ¢n
next pzge, DSL: Method of €revel Extraction).

The Forest Service will continue to coordinzte with the ODFW to
eddress these concerns. The Forest Service’s primery role of habitat

Chetco Wild end Scenic River Mznzgement Plzan
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Frovediion 73 srieresTent will Toirteart with
regerd te meintenznce enfier imo fsh s{oCKs
Multi-zcency: Insireem Flows for &nzdromous Fish

The reed 1o protect the flows of the lower non-desicneted porticn of
the Chetco River, Ter the outstending fisheries velue, is hich. The
comestic, municipel, end ecriculturel demands plzced on the river
guring low flows &nd Groucht yeers could significently impaci
enadromous vish. In zddition, plens zre underwey for 2 ¢olf course
near Jeck Cresek end there zre plens for z major desiination resort
development novth ¢f Erockings by Borex Corp. If these two projecis
reguired Cheico River weter 2t low flow periods of ihs yesr, ihe
impecis on ihe river end its imporient fisheries could be exacerbzted.
Rowever, i1 eppeers et this time ihet cpecific plens have been zoreed
upon for iz colf course {o zcuire end store irricetion weter guring
high flow pericds when the effzcts to fisheries will be lsstened
This lower seciicn of river 2lso significantly effscis the entire
populztion o fell Chincck salmon, and steelhezd to & lesser extent,
Gue {0 the timing of smolt micreticn deownsireem. Juvenile Chinook
begin to migreis Cownstrzzm soon efter emergence from the grevel, end
~zerin urs primerily in this lower section in micd-summer.

theref ihe concition of the lowsr river hes a significant effect
on ihs el of smoit populeticns end ultimetely con the number of
returni 1t s2imon end stzsihesd.

Beceuvse ¢F ihese zotentiel protlens, a2 reed exists for the Forest
Service to work with Joce) city &nd county plenners; stete zgencies
such &s the ODFW, the Division of Stezte Lznds, ths Crsoon Weter
Resources Depertimsnt, end the Depertment of Envircnmszrntsl Quality:
Tecdere) zoerciss Yike the EPA, USES, znd U.S. Fich znd Wildlifs
Service; end priveis dnfersstis 1ike the Scuih Cezst Fishermens
Associzticn end cihers to ddentify necessery jnsirzzm nzecs for
enzcromous Tith end work on sscuring them.

Division of Stete Llends: Meihod of Grzvel Extreciion

Below the Ferest boundery znd bslow the designeted nortion of the
river, the Cheico River is known to hzve hich summzr temperetures,
which is cetrimentz]l 1o fish production. Nzturally low summer wzter
flew is one of the contributing fectors. Weter diversions :nd
withérewals z1so zcd to the lew flow problem. Anoiher probzble
contributing fector is the method of gravel extrzction used by grzvel
cperetors in this lower secticn of the river. Instezd of digging deep
holes 1o exirect the grevel, meny operations scalp ithe first few feet
of grevel frem a treed arsa of river, thereby meintzining a broad,
shellow receptecle for soler redietion which increzsss the water
tempereturs consicderebly. 2eczuse this problem is sutside the Forest
Service's jurisdiction to directly control, solutions will need to be
sought by coordineting efforts with zcencies such &s the Division of
State Lends, ODFW, the Stzte Weter Resources Depariment, Curry County,

~

end the grevel operetors themselves.

~ Chetco Wild &nd Scenic River Menegement Plen
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i CHAPTER V. TRACKING ALTERNATIVES SELECTED IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSHENT

i The Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Chetco Wild and Scenic River
.~ Management Plan (RMP), adcressed the issues which surfaced during develcpment
g of the Draft River Management Plan. FEach issue was addressed in the EA by the
i developrent of a range of alternatives and, from those, specific alternatjves
- were selected to resclve each of the issues. Below are references of where the
- selected. alternatives for ezch. issue were incorporated into this final River
P Management Plan. :
£ Recreational segment
qv Issue 1: Overcrowding caused by too many boats.
*See DFC for Recreetion on pages 26-27; S&G MA10-5C on page 32; and
the Boat Use Allocation System section on pages 41-47.
i Issue 2: Motorized boat use.
*See DFC for Recreztion on pages 26-27; S&G MA10-5C on page 32; and
§i Management Actions section for Recreation on page 37.
o Issue 3: Off-highway vehicle use in and along the river.
‘Ez *See DFC for Recreztion on pages 25-27; S&G MA10-5C on page 32; and
£ Management Actions section for Recreation on page 37.
i Issue 4: Number of fishing derbies held.
*See DFC for Recreation on pages 26-27; S8G MAI0-5C on page 32; znd
S Management Actions section on Fishing Derbies on page 38.
- Issue 5: Level of facility development. _
{§ | *See DFC for Recreztion on pages 26-27; S&G MA 10-5C on page 32;
. Management Actions section on Recreation on page 37-38; and Schedule
- of Planned Activities section on peges 48-49.
; Issue 6: Mineral withdrawals.
't *See DFC for Minerals on page 25 and S&G MA10-12C on page 35.
ﬁ,;

SRR
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Scenic segment

Issue 1: Extending the Scenic segment terminus.

*See DFC for Recreation on page 26 and Management Actions section on

Recreation on page 37.

Issue 2: Level of facility development.
*See DFC for Recreaticn on page 26; S& MA 10-5C on page 31;
Management Actions section for Recreaticon on page 37; and Schedule of
Pianned Activities secticn on peges 48-49.

Issue 3: Changing visual quality objectives adjacent to the Scenic segment.
*See DFC for Landscapé View and Stand Level View on pages 23-24; S&G
MA10-6C on pages 32-33; and Management Actions section for Visuals on
pege 37.

Issue 4: Motorized boat use.

*See DFC for Recreation on page 26; S&G MA10-5C on pages 31-32, and
Manegement Actions section for Recreation on page 37.

Issue 5: Mineral withdrawal.

*See DFC for Minerals on page 25 &nd S&G MA10-12C on page 35.

Wild segment

Issue 1: Extending the Wild segment terminus.

*See DFC for Recreetion on pzge 23, Management Actions section on
Recreation on pzge 37, and Wilderness S&G’s in Appendix B.

Chetco Wild and Scenic River Management Plan
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CHETCO RESOURCE ASSESSMENT
I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

As a result of the Omnibus Oregon Wild and Scenic River Act of 1988, a segment
of the Chetco River was designated as a Wild and Scenic River. Under this Act
the Forest Service is required to prepare a comprehensive management plan to
provide protection of the river values associated with the Chetco River. This
resource assessment is being done to identify the river related values that are
outstandingly remarkable or contribute substantially to the river setting or to
the functioning of the river ecosystem.

The preliminary findings of the Forest Service interdisciplinary team
determined the following resouces of the Chetco River to be outstandingly
remarkable values: recreational, fisheries, and water quality.

1. INTRODUCTION

In 1968, Congress enacted the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and, for the
first time, established a system for preserving outstanding free-flowing
rivers. The Chetco River was added to this system in 1988 when it was
designated as a Federal Wild and Scenic River by the Omnibus Oregon Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act of 1988. As defined in the Act, a National Wild and Scenijc
River must be free-flowing and have at least one outstandingly remarkable

value. The "Outstandingly Remarkable Values" of the Chetco River identified by

Congress in the Congressional Record include anadromous fisheries and water
quality. Congress also recognized the on-site angling and other recreation
opportunities as important.

Under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, the Forest Service is required to prepare
a comprehensive river plan to provide for the protection of the identified
river values:. This resource assessment is the start of that planning process.
Planning steps will include identification of issues, concerns and
opportunities associated with activities along the river which will then be
translated to management objectives. From this, a range of management
alternatives are developed, evaluated, and the preferred alternative chosen.
The preferred alternative becomes the more detailed river management plan and
includes provisions to monitor the effectiveness of management in meeting the
objectives of the plan. Through each phase of the planning process, public
involvement will be invited, and will be essential for the success of a sound
management plan.

I11. RESOURCE ASSESSMENT PROCESS

This resource assessment serves as the foundation of the river management
Planning process. The assessment documents the determination of which river
related values or features are truly outstandingly remarkable or contribute
substantially to the river setting or to the functioning of the river
ecosystem. It is anticipated that the process will reaffirm the congressional
record. In addition, other values not identified in the legislative process
may be determined to be outstandingly remarkable if warranted.
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The resource assessment process provides a standardized approach to evaluation
of values of designated Wild and Scenic Rivers. This assessment will guide

interim management, development of the management plan, and determination of
the boundaries.

Although the determination of value significance is a matter of informed
professional judgement and interpretation, this process includes the following
steps or verification techniques: . - : :

- The use of an interdisciplinary team approach,

- Consideration of uniqueness and rarity at a regional and national level,*

- Values must be river related in that they owe their existence or contribute
to the functioning of the river system and its immediate environs,

- The use of qualitative guidelines to help determine significante,
- ~Verification by other experts in the subject area.

The non inclusive 1ist of resource value categories that have been considered
include:

Scenic
Recreational
Wildlife
Fishér{es

Cultural (historic and prehistoric)
Geological/Hydrological
Botanical/Ecological
Water Quality
* Based partially on the eight geographic regions described in the 1989
Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan for Oregon. The Chetco River
is in SCORP Region 6 - Oregon South Coast, and includes Coos, Curry, and the

western tip of Douglas Counties. Values were also evaluated using naturally
occurring physiographic regions. ’

1V. RIVER DESCRIPTION

The 44.5 mile segment of the Chetco River, desighéted as a component of the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, is located near the town of Brookings,
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Oregon, and includes the river between the Siskiyou National Forest boundary
approximately 9 miles upstream from Brookings, to its headwaters in the
Kalmiopsis Wilderness area. '

The Act designated 25.5 miles between its headwaters and Boulder Creek as wild
river, 8 miles from Boulder Creek to the "Steel Bridge" as scenic river, and 11
miles from the "Steel Bridge" to the Siskiyou National Forest boundary as
recreation river. .

Of the 44.5 miles designated, approximately 41 miles are within the Siskiyou
National Forest boundary (over half of this is also within the Kalmiopsis
Wilderness Area), 3.5 miles (1,120 acres) is under private ownership, and a
small 10 acre portion is under the administration of the Bureau of Land
Management.

Boundaries and acreages, as identifiéd, are subject to revision through the
planning process.

NOTE: Although designated by Congress as Scenic, a two-mile segment of the
Chetco River from Boulder Creek downstream to Mislatnah Creek is eligible for
designation as Wild. The Regjonal Forester in his 3/10/89 Record of Decision
for the Siskiyou Forest Plan, directed that this segment be managed as Wild to
preserve its values until the river management plan is completed.
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V. DISCUSSION OF VALUES
SCENIC

Criteria for "Outstandingly Remarkable" Rating

The landscape elements of landform, vegetation, water, color, and related
factors result in notable or exemplary visual features and/or attractions
within the geographic region. When analyzing scenic values, additional factors
such as seasonal variations in vegetation, scale of cultural modifications, and
the length of time negetative intrusions are viewed may be considered. Scenery
and visual attractions may be highly diverse over the majority of the river or
river segment length and not common to other rivers in the geographic region.

Existing Condition

Legislative

Designation vQo - Miles ~ Segment

Wi]a , Preservation 25.5 Headwaters to Boulder Creek
Scénic Rétention 8.0 Boulder Creek to Steel Bridge
Recreational Retention - 11.0 Steel Bridge to Forest boundary
Definitions

-Wild/Preservation: Primitive setting with primary emphasis on protection of
river resource values.” Allows for ecological changes only.

-Scenic-Recreational/Retention: Near-natural setting with some degree of
development and access and with increased types of land use. Allows for
management activities that are not visually evident.

-VQ0: Visual Qua]ity’Objective of the National Forest Lahdscape System.

Part of the recreational portion of the river below the "Steel Bridge" (lower
11 miles) has been highly modified with the development of roads, houses,
buildings and other structures. Other parts of this section are still
relatively undisturbed including the gorge portion. The vast majority of the
remainder of the river (Wild and Scenic sections) is highly scenic due to the
following factors:

1. Landform - The river contains gorge areas with sheer walls, rugged terrain,
high relief, and a strong sense of enclosure. There is also a high variety of -
stream structure with pools, riffles, gravel and boulders.

2. Vegetation - The river corridor has a high variety of vegetation'in
interesting patterns and textures due to good conifer/deciduous mixture which
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contributes to vertical structural diversity, spatial distribution, and some
color variation in the fall.

3. MWater - The river is characterized by pristinely clear and deep pools with
a constant variety of river width as well as depth.

4. Color - Fairly high color contrasts and variations exist including sky and
cloud colors seen between corridor ridgelines, soil colors from brown to -
red-brown to bluish gray, mottling of metamorphic rocks including outstanding
rock coloration in the gorge section, emerald hue of the water when viewed from
a short distance, and deciduous/conifer light and dark greens as well as yellow
and red highlights in the fall.:

5. Distant Scenery - The river contains numerous "corridor" views where the
river runs straight for a substantial distance (1/4 to 1/2 mile) and the view
is one of looking straight down the corridor to a distant mountain (mostly
forested) landscape. '

6. Cultural Modification - Most reaches of the river under Wild and Scenic
designation are free from aesthetically undesirable sights and influences,
however some man-caused modifications (mostly timber harvests) are apparent in
some places to the point of reducing scenic quality in those areas. Most of
these intrusions are not permanent and in time, will blend into the surrounding
landscape. '

7. MHWildernesss - The entire 25.5 miles of the Wild segment is in the
Kalmiopsis Wilderness Area, which contains unique and rugged landscapes and
views that are protected by Wilderness designation.

Findings

" The Chetco River offers a diversity of landscape elements and land that

contains those visual qualities that contribute substantially to the river
setting. However, when compared to other rivers in the region that contain
scenic values that attract national attention (Smith River in California, the
I11inois River and the Rogue River), the scenic value of the Chetco is not
found to be outstandingly remarkable. -

RECREATIONAL

Criteria for "Outstandingly Remarkable" Rating

Recreational opportunities are, or have the potential to be, unique enough to
attract visitors from outside of the geographic region. Visitors would be

willing to travel long distances to use the river resources for recreational
purposes. River-related opportunities could include, but are not limited to,

gightseeing, wildlife observation, photography, hiking, fishing, hunting and
oating. , L

Interpretive opportunities may be exceptional or or have the potential to
atttract visitors from outside the geographic region.

The river may brovide‘or have the poténtia] to provide settings for national or
regional use or competitive events. e
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Existing Condition

As identified in the recently published Siskiyou National Forest Plan, the
Chetco River as a whole (upper and lower basins) produce some 124,753 pounds of
anadromous fish for commercial and sport use, providing over 9,000 user days of
recreational fishing-activity. Approximately 75 commercial fishing gquides offer
salmon and steelhead fishing trips for customers of regional, national, and
international origin. A recent user study completed by Oregon State University
on recreational use of the Chetco indicates that a majority of recreational
anglers feel that the river is already overcrowded and that conflicts between
different angling users (power boaters, drift fishermen and bank fishermen)
demand some type of management attention. 'As the lower portion of the river
becomes increasingly crowded, the middle section of the river provides
opportunities for hike-in fishing, particularily for steelhead. The upper
section also has opportunities for native trout fishing.

There are an increasing number of commercial guides applying for permits to
conduct guided fishing trips on the Chetco. In the 1989-90 season 65
commercial guide permits were issued for the Chetco. At the beginning of the
1990-91 season, 13 new permits (guides who had never before requested permits
for the Chetco) were issued, and 35 information packets for new permits had
been sent out to prospective guides. Some outfitter businesses have two or
three guides in their employ. Clearly, fishing pressure on the Chetco is on
the rise.

The river is currently used about four times annually for local fishing derbies
which attract fishing enthusiasts from all over the country. These derbies
attract attention to the Chetco River’s anadromous fishery and contribute some
dollars to local fish improvement projects and hatcheries. These derbies
however, also create concentrated pressure on the fishery resource, and
competition and reduced fishing experience for the general fishing public.

. Other recreation elements that are characteristic of the Chetco River include:

1. Diversity - The diversity of recreation opportun1t1es include but are not
limited to fishing, recreational bcating, hiking, camping, hunting, p1cn1ck1ng,
swimming, nature study, and photography.

2. Quality - The quality of experience in relation to other rivers in the
geographic province is high. The previously mentioned fishing experience is
recognized as well as the fact that many segments of the Chetco River have
limited access (especially the wilderness and scenic sections) and therefore
the recreation opportunities in these segments have the potential to offer a
remote, primitive setting with limited intrusions by man.

3. Character - The river character is diverse and made up of various stages of
deve]opment from pristine wilderness to remote primitive areas, non-motorized
semi-primitive settings, motorized access areas, roaded areas, and even some
semi-urban developments in private segments.

4. Features - The river features that may attract recreationists include the
scenic qualities, wildlife diversity, vegetative diversity, water quality,
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gorge area, wilderness area, world class anadromous fisheries, and boating
opportunities. ‘

5. Recreational/Whitewater Boating - The recreational and whitewater boating
offered on the Chetco is restricted by its Timited access, high use during
fishing season, and availability of other good boating opportunities in the
locality. None-the-less, portions of the river offer unique kayaking and low
water floating opportunities at seasonally specific times of the year.

6. Recreation Sites/Facilities. - Recreation opportunities are offered to users
seeking easier access and more development. The proximity of the river to the
Brookings area, which has a very high percentage of retirees, has the potential
for further development of day-use facilities, hiking trails and interpretive
displays. The river is extremely important to the local residents who escape
the frequent wind and fog of the coast by recreating near the more protected
river. Examples of recreational developments already existing in the river
corridor include Little Redwood Campground, Loeb State Park Campground (below
Forest boundary), Chetco River Inn (Private); river access points at Nook Bar,
Miller Bar, and Redwood Bar; Redwood Nature Trail, Riverview Nature Trail,
Eagle Creek Trail, and Tincup Trail which parallels the river and accesses the
Kalmiopsis Wilderness Area. .

Findings

The recreation opportunities available on and near the Chetco River,
particularly the outstanding opportunity to catch large Chinook salmon and
steelhead, attract visitors from outside the geographic region. Visitors
travel long distances to use the river resources for this outstanding fishing
value. The river also provides settings for competitive events such as the
fishing derbies mentioned. These recreational values are considered to be
outstandingly remarkable.

WILDLIFE

Criteria for "Outstandingly Remarkable" Rating

Wildlife values may be judged on the relative merits of either wildlife
populations or habitat or a combination of these conditions.

Populations. The river or area within the river corridor contains nationally or
regionally important populations of indigenous wildlife species. Of particular
significance are species considered to be unique.populations of federally
listed or candidate threatened and endangered species. A diversity of wildlife
species exist along the river. These include a variety of resident and
migratory birds and waterfowl, big game mammals and non-game birds.

Habitat. The river or area within the river corridor provides exceptionally
high quality habitat for wildlife of national or regional significance, or may
provide unique habitat or a critical link in habitat conditions for federally
listed or candidate threatened, endangered, and sensitive species. Contiguous
habitat conditions are such that the biological needs of the species are met.
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Existing Condition

Populations. The Chetco River area supports between 150 and 200 different
species of wildlife including Roosevelt elk, blacktail deer, black bear,

cougar, river otter,and beaver, as well as a variety of small game and non-game
birds. The river has known osprey nesting sites as well as four known northern
spotted owl nesting sites (federally listed as threatened).

Six marbled murrelet (listed as sensitive by region and the Forest) potential
nesting site locations have been identified. Marbled murrelet nests and
locations are unique to coastal forests along the Pacific rim. Other potential
nesting site locations have been identified on the Rogue, El1k, and Pistol
Rivers. o :

The northern bald eagle (federally listed as threatened in Oregon) is
occasionally seen along the Chetco River as well as are golden eagles. The
river provides an important winter feeding area after spawned-out salmon die
and are washed up on the gravel bars along the river. This also provides
popular eagle viewing opportunities for the public.

There are documented occurrences of northwestern pond turtles (regional and
Forest listed sensitive) in the lower portion of the river. Several other
amphibian species which have restricted ranges and are regionally and
nationally significant and may exist within the river corridor include the
Siskiyou Mountain salamander and Del Norte salamander (both federally listed as
sensitive species), Pacific giant salamander, California slender salamander,
yellow-legged frog, red-legged frog (federally listed as sensitive species),
and the tailed frog. -

Species: » - Listing: -Comments:
“Bald Eagle Federal: threatened two adults recorded in 1990
' -~ State:  threatened five adults recorded in 1989
Spotted Owl » Federal: threatened two pairs recorded in 1990

State: threatened 1 nest with two young in 1990
1 single in 1990 .
two pairs in 1989

Marb]ed Murrelet Forest: sensitive eight sightings in 1990
Northwestern Pond e

Turtle ' Federal: sensitive 1 sighting of 3 in 1990
Del Norte salamander Federal: sensitive 3 sightings.in 1990

================================================—-=========—-—====================

Habitat. A northern spotted owl Habitat Conservation Area (HCA) overlaps the
river corridor for a two mile section of the river, from Big Redwood Creek to
Loeb State Park. The diversity of habitats include old growth Douglas-fir, a
variety of seral stages of Douglas-fir, hardwoods, and high and low elevation
shrubs. The river system is characteristic of those along the southern Oregon
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coast. Amphibian habitat, ranging from slow moving river and stream to moist
talus slopes, is present within the river corridor.

Findings

Although the Chetco River corridor contains habitat for several river-dependent
species, and sightings for listed sensitive and threatened species have
occurred there, neither the habitat nor the species sighted are unique to the
Chetco River in particular or to the region in general. Sightings of the
marbled murrelet, spotted owl, and bald eagle have ocurred on the Rogue,
Pistol, Elk, Coquille, and other rivers in the region. The northwestern pond
turtle has been seen frequently on the Rogue River and is commonly seen on the
east side of the Siskiyou Mountains. The Del Norte salamander will frequent
river habitat but is not river-dependent and is not outstandingly remarkable in
and of itself. The wildlife value of the Chetco River is found to contribute
significantly to the river setting and the functioning of the river ecosystem
but is not outstandingly remarkable. :

FISHERIES

Criteria for "Qutstandingly Remarkable" Rating

Fish values may be judged on the relative merits of either fish populations or
habitat or a combination of these river-related conditions.

Populations. The river is nationally or regionally an important producer of
resident and/or anadromous fish species. Of particular significance is the
presence of wild stocks and/or threatened and endangered species.

Habitat. The fiver provides exceptionally high quality habitat for fish species
indigenous to the region. Of particular significance is habitat for wild stocks
and/or federally listed or candidate threatened and endangered species.

Existing Condition

A. Fish Populations of the Chetco River'

The Chetco River fish fauna, typical of Pacific coastal systems, is dominated
by trout and salmon. Other species of fish live here, however, for this
assessment their contribution to the social and economic importance of the
Chetco is insignificant. Pacific lamprey, three-spined stickleback, and
assorted sculpin are known to inhabit this system. '

The Chetco River supports significant populations of anadromous winter
steelhead, fall Chinook salmon, and sea-run cutthroat trout. Coho and Chum
salmon are occasionally observed. Resident cutthroat and rainbow trout are
abundant in upper stream reaches of the system. Wild populations of fall
Chinook and winter steelhead are supplemented with hatchery fish from the
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) Elk River Hatchery. Eggs for the
hatchery stock are obtained from fish returning to the Chetco River.
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1. Winter Steelhead

According to the "Chetco River Basin Anadromous Salmonid Habitat Overview" of
February 1986, winter steelhead adult populations have averaged 7000 fish
annually during the past decade. They are considered to be in a stable state.

Harvest records show the Chetco steelhead fishery to be one of the strongest
wild fish populations on the Oregon coast. ODFW creel census data indicates
the majority of adult steelhead harvested on the Chetco are wild fish
(non-hatchery in origin).

Winter steelhead are currently utilizing all of the accessible habitat in the
Chetco. Spawning and rearing occur primarily in the upper mainstem and lower
tributaries to the mainstem of the river. Rearing habitat is believed to be a
limiting factor for this population.

2. Fall Chinook salmon

The ODFW fall Chinook spawning ground counts and ocean and river harvest rates
reveal a decrease in numbers of Chinook spawning adults in recent years.
Annual Chinook spawning run size is estimated to be 6,000 fish.

In September, 1990, the ODFW listed the Chetco fall Chinook stock as sensitive.
Sensitive stocks are those native stocks which are likely to become threatened
or endangered. - Factors influencing this listing were the potential for natural
reproductive failure due to natural or man-made factors and the deterioration
of habitat.

Limiting factors affecting Chetco fall Chinook populations include harvest
rates, survival in gravel as embryos and fry, rearing habitat, and natural
predation (birds and mammals).

3. Coho and Chum salmon

Coho and Chum exist only in remnant levels within the Chetco basin. The ODFW
believes that some reported Coho catches are misidentified Chinook. Based on
commercial catches from coastal Oregon streams, the Chetco historically was not
a prime producer of Coho or Chum salmon.

4, ‘Sea-run Cutthroat trout

Sea-run cutthroat utilize essentially the same habitat as steelhead. Their
population is approximately 34% of the steelhead population, or 2400 adult
fish. Knowledge of sea-run cutthroat distribution and habitat needs in the
Chetco is very limited. :

5. Resident Trout
Resident cutthroat and rainbow trout are found within the range of the

anadromous species, but are more abundant in the upper reaches of the system,
above anadromous fish influence.
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8. Fish Habitat in the Chetco River

Salmonids vary in habitat needs according to species, age, and time of year.
Indicators of habitat quality are conditions which benefit all salmonids and
include the following:

Summer water temperatures below 68 degrees Fahrenheit.

Habitat diversityksupporting a pool:riffle ratio of near 1:1.

Adegquate instream cover in the form of large woody material.
1. Recreational Segment |

The generally steep Chetco River valley opens onto wide gravel bars and flood
plains in this segment. The lower half of this segment is notably wider than
the upper half. Active gravel bars in the lower half average 100 feet in
width. In the upper half, the average gravel bar width is nearer 50 feet, and
sections of sheer-cliff gorges are found. The gradient is low throughout,
averaging less than one percent. Accumulation of gravels and cobbles has
resulted from a combination of natural and human related mass failures in the
Chetco basin. The floods of 1964 and other flood occurances have transported
large volumes of sediment from the upper reaches of the watershed and deposited
them in the lower reaches. As a result, pools are low in volume and number,
and instream cover is lacking. Summer water temperatures have remained in the

~low.70s (Fahrenheit) in the lower Chetco in recent years. This is well above

optimum for anadromous salmonids. The primary limiting factor in this segment
is the Tack of deep pools which provide structural diversity for summer and
winter rearing juvenile fish. ’

Opportunities to increase the quality of trout and salmon habitat in this
segment include improvement of juvenile salmonid rearing capability in
tributaries to partially compensate for poor summer rearing habitat conditions
in the main river. "This can include creating pools and increasing riparian

‘vegetation. Other improvements could include increased standards of road

maintenance that include ditch cleaning, waterbar and culvert installation, and
correction of gullies. The South Fork of the Chetco, Panther Creek and Eagle
Creek have the greatest need for these types of enhancements. Project planning
in these drainages will allow integrated resource analysis to specifically
identify problem areas and projects to correct them. -

Two'other specific project needs- in this segment are fish passage structures on
Big Redwood Creek and an acclimation pond on Second Creek.

2. Scenic Segment

Below the mouth of Mislatnah Creek, the Chetco has the same basic

characteristics as in the Recreational segment described above. Above

Mislatnah Creek, the gradient (1-3 percent) is slightly steeper, and substrate
is larger, predominantly rubble and boulder sized. Here the Chetco is limited
by availability of spawning gravel and winter cover.for juvenile salmonids.

It is most likely that summer stream temperatures, while not as high as in the
lower reaches, are high for optimum trout and salmon production.
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The primary opportunity for habitat maintenance is the retention of large
organic debris to provide cover and to trap additional spawning gravel.

3. Wild Segment

The 25 miles of fish habitat above Boulder Creek has had no significant
disturbance by humans. Production may be limited by lack of spawning gravel,
but fish habitat in this section is as pristine as any remaining on the
southern Oregon coast. ' v

C. Commercial/Sport Importance

The Chetco River has been a very productive sport fishery for fall Chinook,
winter steelhead, and to a lesser degree, sea-run cutthroat. Anglers across
the country have been drawn to the Chetco because of the size of the fish
caught and the high angling success. Several fishing derbies are held on the
Chetco each year. More detailed information about the recreational/sport
importance is contained in the Recreational section of this document.

An intensive offshore commercial and sport salmon fishery is centered at
Brookings/Harbor. Salmon produced in the Chetco River are subject to heavy
fishing pressure both in the ocean and in the river. According to ODFW records
for® 1990, about 51,113 pounds or $124,205 of Chinook salmon were taken
commercially and recorded through the Port of Brookings/Harbor. The ODFW Draft
Chetco Basin Plan identifies that about 2,070 Chinook individuals were taken
from the river itself in 1988. ‘

D. Management

The Siskiyou Land and Resource Management Plan (LRMP) has designated the Scenic
and Recreational segments of the Chetco River as subject to Prescription C,
which requires up to a two degree Fahrenheit decrease in summer water
temperatures over the next three decades. This will be accomplished by
protection of existing riparian shade, regrowth of previously lost riparian
shade, and construction of stream enhancement structures where feasible and
appropriate. Fish habitat will also be protected by regulating management
activities to ensure that sedimentation is not accelerated, and that structural
diversity is not lost.

The Wild segment of the Chetco is entirely within the Kalmiopsis Wilderness.
Restraints on activity within the Wilderness area will preclude almost all
significant human related fisheries habitat degradation. One potential human
caused negative impact on the fisheries may be future mining operations within
the Wilderness. Currently, the only claim being actively mined in the mainstem
Chetco River within the Kalmiopsis is located below Box Canyon Creek.
Operations now consist of approximately one month of river dredging per year
during lTow summer flows. This scale of operation, by itself, is not a
-significant impact on the fishery, and there is low probability that this
mining operation will be expanded in the future.

A,Howevef,‘another mining claim upstream of Box Canyon Creek may be expaﬁded. A
mining claimant may present the Forest Service with an operating plan which
could increase activity at that site.” The operating plan must meet State and
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Federal water quality laws. These laws prohibit any significant negative
impact on fish or fish habitat. Until such a plan is presented, it is not
possible to evaluate potential impacts on fisheries.

The ODFW is currently writing a management plan for the Chetco River anadromous
and resident stocks. The draft document has been available since January of
1991 and will be considered in the process of developing a management plan for
the fish populations in the Wild, Scenic, and Recreational segments of the
Chetco River.

Findings

The Chetco is a world class fishery which is frequently cited in outdoor
publications and commercial outfitter/quide advertising. The habitat and river
system is identified and rated by the ODFW as a special management area for
anadromous fisheries and is one of the top five fisheries within the region.
The quality and significance of the anadromous fisheries on the Chetco
qualifies this resource to be considered an outstandingly remarkable value.

CULTURAL, PREHISTORIC

Criteria for "Outstandingly Remarkable" Rating

The river or area within the river corridor contains a site(s) where there is
evidence of occupation or use by native Americans. Sites must be rare,
one-of-a-kind, have unusual characteristics or exceptional human interest
value(s). Sites may have national or regional importance for interpreting
prehistory; may be rare and represent an area where a culture or cultural
period was first identified and described; or may have been used by cultural
groups for rare or sacred purposes. Of particular value will be pristine sites
that ‘have not been disturbed and that are listed in, or eligible for, the
National Register of Historic Places.

Existing Condition

The river corridor was used extensively by Athabaskan-speaking Chetco Indians
as a transportation corridor and for the procurement of foods and other
resources. Riverine sites in southwest Oregon play an important role in

interpreting our region’s prehistoric cultural dynamics, including lithic

technologies and settlement and subsistence patterns. Sites were used on a
semi-permanent basis for a variety of activities, however fishing was the major
reason why early Native Americans settled along the banks of the Chetco River.

Findings

Based on the current limited information about cultural resource values in the
river corridor, it is difficult to determine the relative level of significance
when compared to other river corridors within the region. ~Other rivers in the
region with similar values include the Rogue, I1linois, Coquille, Smith,
Pistol, and the Winchuck. Cultural resource surveys will be completed before
any management activities affecting cultural resources are initiated. In the
meantime, sites are protected under existing laws, regulations, and policy.
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CULTURAL, HISTORIC

Criteria for "Outstandingly Remarkable” Rating

The river or area within the river corridor contains a site(s) or feature(s)
associated with a significant event, an important person, or a cultural
~activity of the past that was rare, unusual, or one-of-a-kind in the region. A
historic site(s) and/or feature(s) in most cases is 50 years old or older. Of
particular significance are sites or features listed in, or are eligible for
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.

Existing Condition

The river corridor contains several historic sites both on public and private
Tand and includes the Tolman homestead, Brim place, Bronson mining cabin, and
Gardner ranch. ' :

Findings

The historic value of the Chetco River corridor is not considered outstandingly
remarkable. Even though it is known that there are historic remnants along the
Chetco River, the sites are in a deteriorated condition, and are not related to
any known significant events. However, cultural resource surveys will be
completed before any management activities affecting cultural resources are
initiated. If the significance of this value changes as a result of cultural
resource surveys, this finding will be revised accordingly. 1In the meantime,
sites are protected under existing laws, regulations, and policy.

CULTURAL, TRADITIONAL USE

Criteria for “Outstandihgly Remarkable"” Rating

The river or area within the river corridor contains regionally unique
Tocation(s) of importance to Indian tribes (religious activities, fishing,
hunting, and/or gathering). Locations may have unusual characteristics or
exceptional cultural value being integral to continued pursuit of such
activities. Locations may have been associated with treaty rights on ceded
Tands or activities unprotected by treaty on ceded lands or in traditional
territories outside ceded lands. '

Ex{Eting-Condition

The. Chetco Indians are known to have inhabited the area. The Chetcos are not a
federally recognized tribe and there are very few survivors of the group. Any
areas which may have held importance to local Indian tribes were lost shortly
following the period of contact with European immigrants. ‘ :

Findings

The -traditional use value of the Chetco River corridor is not considered
outstandingly remarkable. - There is no evidence to suggest that the area within
this corridor is presently used for traditional activities by local Indian
groups. However, if public involvement provides new information during the
planning process, this assessment and finding will be revised accordingly.
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GEOLOGICAL/HYDROLOGICAL

Criteria for "Outstandingly Remarkable” Rating

The river or the area within the river corridor contains an example(s) of a
geologic feature, process, or phenomena that is rare, unusual, one-of-a-kind,
or unique to the geographic region. The feature(s) may be in an unusually
active stage of development, represent a "textbook" example and/or represent a
unique or rare combination of geologic features (erosional, volcanic, glacial,
and other geologic features.)

Existing Condition

The Chetco River flows through the Klamath Mountains Geomorphic Province from
its headwaters to approximately Chetco Bar, and through the Coast Ranges '
Geomorphic Province from Chetco Bar to the ocean. The regional geology and
erosional processes contribute a dramatic and diverse setting to the river
corridor. The steep inner gorge streambanks are characteristic of recently
uplifted (rejuvenated) terrain with relatively rapid erosion rates and abundant
landslides. :

The Chetco is one of a few rivers contained within the South Coast Region of
Oregon which flows through both of these geomorphic provinces, exposing the
edge of what is believed to be the location of a major subduction (downward
movement) of a western tectonic (earth’s crustal) plate. Other rivers, in
northern California, also flow through both of these provinces.

The Klamath Mountain Province includes metamorphosed intrusive rocks and the
Josephine peridotite, a large ultramafic (intrusive rocks composed of mostly

~olivine, pyroxine, and serpentine) body, which supports a distinctive flora

(see ecological resources). The Dothan formation is the major rock type found
within the Coast Ranges Province, and is equivalent to the Franciscan formation
to the south in California. The Dothan formation consists of graywacke
sandstone, with interbedded siltstone and shale, occasional pillow lavas,
volcanic breccia, chert and conglomerate.

Between Tincup Creek and the Forest boundary, the river generally flows
southward along the path of less resistant sheared siltstones. The channel
narrows into a gorge as it crosses more resistant sandstones and volcanics
along its shorter westerly path toward the ocean.

Sediment delivered from landslides is transported by the river and provides
spawning gravels for anadromous fish. .

Findings

The presence of two geomorphic provinces separated by a major thrust fault is
distinctive to the South Coast of Oregon, but not on a national level or on a
geologically regional level. The geology of the Chetco River corridor does
contribute significantly to the overall value of the river ecosystem and
setting but does not constitute an outstandingly remarkable value.
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BOTANICAL /ECOLOGICAL

Criteria for "Outstandingly Remarkable" Value

The river or area within the river corridor contains nationally or regionally
important populations of indigenous plant species. Of particular importance are
species considered to be unique or populations of federally listed or candidate
threatened and endangered species. When analyzing vegetation, additional
factors such as diversity of species, number of plant communities, and cultural
importance of plants may be considered.

Existing Condition

The Chetco River headwater begins high in the Kalmiopsis Wilderness Area at an
approximate elevation of 2800 feet and descends to sea level within the course
of about 53 miles. Throughout this descent the river traverses many plant
community zones providing a wide diversity of vegetation types within the river
corridor. : ,

The headwaters of the river flow through ultramafic parent material derived
soils, which consist mainly of minerals such as olivine, pyroxene, and
serpentine. These soil types support plant populations directly associated
with ultramafic parent material. They are sparsely forested with a mosaic of
knobcone pine, western white pine, incense cedar, Port-Orford-cedar, and
Jeffrey pine with its associated grasslands. Tree cover diminishes in many
areas and wooded stands give way to shrublands. Several prostrate and dwarf
shrubs appear such as pinemat manzanita, dwarf ceanothus, and squaw carpet
ceanothus. There are also fruit and nut bearing shrubs such as Sadler’s oak,
huckleberry oak, shrubby tanoak, and coffeeberry. Approximately thirty
sensitive plant species (of which several are endemics) are found on
serpentinite soils and~have been sighted on habitat similar to that found in
the upper portion of the river. One such species, Hastingsia bracteosa, large
flowered rush 1ily, is currently proposed for federal listing as threatened or
endangered. This plant is found in wet serpentine meadows and along
streambanks. Four State listed plants have been seen within or near the river
corridor: Arenaria howellii, Howell’s sandwort (under review); Erigeron
cervinus, Siskiyou daisy (sensitive); Erythronium revolutum, coast fawn 1ily
(watch-currently stable but may become threatened); and Salix tracyi, Tracy’s
willow (sensitive). The Arenaria and Erigeron are found on serpentine sites
while the Erythronium and Salix are riparian species. - :

From a vegetative standpoint, riparian areas are distinctive.. They are moist
habitats surrounded by mojsture-limited systems. Plant populations along the
water’s edge are quite different from the surrounding area. There is often
more structural and species diversity. The soils are mostly derived from the
Dothan formation and are more densely forested with mature Douglas-fir. Some
of the largest contiguous stands of mature Douglas-fir exist in the riparian
corridor. The diversity of plant species has been maintained by natural
successional processes as well as natural and man caused disturbances.
Recurring wildfire has had visible influence on plant species distribution and
seral stage development in the upland basin portions while erosional processes
dominate the cause of vegetational change in the lower corridor areas.
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In the lower reaches, the corridor is dominated by Douglas-fir, which is a late
seral species of several plant associations. Although most of the corridor is
climax to tanoak, there may be some areas climax to western hemlock as well.
Perhaps the most common tanoak association in the river corridor is the
tanoak-California laurel association. Red alder, common in the early seral
stages of this association, provides significant competition and invades
successfully on disturbed sites. Pacific madrone plays the same role as alder
on the dryer, usually more upland sites. Maple and willow occur directly on
the alluvial flats where the moisture gradient is high and the presence of
tanoak is more limited. Coast Redwood, which reaches its northern-most range
within the Chetco Ranger District, is found in and near the interim river
corridor. O0ld-growth redwoods occur near the district’s western boundary on
the Redwood Nature Trail, above Loeb State Park; they also occur further
upriver at the headwaters of Redwood Creek, a tributary stream. Other
significant species occurring in the understory include California laurel,
tanoak, and western hemlock. Important shrubs and herbaceous vegetation
include salal, Pacific rhododendron, evergreen huckleberry, red huckleberry,
dwarf Oregongrape, sword-fern, and bracken-fern. -

- Findings

The botanical/ecological value of the river and its corridor is high and
contributes substantially to the river setting and to the functioning of the
river ecosystem as a whole. There are sensitive plant species and unusual
plant associations found within the river corridor but these species are also
located in other riparian systems and within the Kalmiopsis Wilderness Area,
and are protected by management area designations. The botanical/ecological
value of the Chetco River is considered significant but not outstandingly
remarkable.

WATER QUALITY

Criteria for "Outstandingly Remarkable" Rating

The river has exceptionally pure, clear, and/or clean water. The river is known
for its water quality nationally or regionally. The river provides or has the
potential to provide exceptionally high water quality for a variety of
beneficial uses including but not limited to fish and wildlife, recreationists,
and communities.

Existing Condition

The significance of several values associated with the river are supported. in a
large degree by excellent water quality:

1. Scenic: The striking blue-green color and crysta]]ine:water quality and
clarity is an important part of the scenic value.

2. Recreation: The water quality is rated as having "no problem" for water
contact recreation by the 1988 Oregon Statewide Assessment of Nonpoint Sources
of Water Pollution.

The river clears relatively quickly following storms, which attracts sport
anglers to the river. Appendix E of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
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for the Siskiyou Forest Plan recognized this attribute by stating "During major
winter storm flows, the river becomes turbid (poor clarity). However, the
period of higher turbidity is short-lived, returning to pre-storm conditions
within a few days post storm." Water clarity also attracts swimmers, campers,
boaters, photographers, sightseers, and other recreationists.

3. Fisheries: The water quality affecting fish and aquatic habitat is rated as
moderate by the above mentioned 1988 Oregon Statewide Assessment. This is due
primarily to certain segments and tributaries (Eagle Ck., S. Fork Chetco River,
and Tin Cup Ck.) of the Chetco having slope stability and sedimentation
problems, both management related and natural non-point sources. Eagle Creek’s
erosion/sedimentation/bedload problems are major, and are primarily related to
timber harvest and roads. Large natural landslides, however, are also sources
of sediment within this watershed. Sedimentation problems in the South Fork
Chetco River are minor in comparison, and are partially related to timber
harvest and roads, and also to natural instability within the inner gorge areas
of the stream. Large natural landslides along the inner gorge in the east side
of Tin Cup Creek are minor, but existing, non-point sources of sediment within
the watershed.

Appendix E of the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Siskiyou Forest

~ Plan recognized that non-point sources of sediment in the Chetco exist, by

stating "The eight miles of river between Steel Bridge and Tolman Ranch are
marked by many large, active earth flows." Also recognized specifically is the
inner gorge segment (approximately 1 mile), which has "poor slope stability and
is a major source of sediment." ' S :

Another potential limiting factor for fisheries in certain parts of the river
is water temperature. The fisheries section of this report identifies summer
water temperature as a limiting factor in portions of the recreational and
scenic segments. None-the-less, the fisheries value is recognized as
outstandingly remarkable and the water quality of the whole Chetco River,
including 1imiting segments, contributes substantially to this value.

‘4. Domestic: The Chetco River contains exceptionally pure and clean water and

is the domestic water supply for the communities of Brookings and Harbor. The
1988 Oregon Statewide Assessment of Nonpoint Sources of Water Pollution rates
the Chetco River water quality affecting drinking water supplies as having "no
problem."

Findings o : ‘

The overall high water quality of the Chetcd River is recognized as being a
critical component of several other related river values and is found to be an
outstandingly remarkable value.
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WILDERNESS

Although not evaluated for its contribution to the river system as an
outstandingly remarkable value, the wilderness description is added to this
assessment because of its substantial contribution to the river setting and for
general informational purposes.

The Kalmiopsis Wilderness is located within Josephine County and Curry County,
Oregon, approximately 30 air miles west of the inland community of Grants Pass
and 17 air miles northeast of the coastal community of Brookings. The
Wilderness is located entirely within the Siskiyou Mountains of southwestern
Oregon. The northern portion of the Wilderness is bisected by the Illinois
Wild and Scenic River. The southern portion of the Wilderness contains the
headwaters for both the Chetco and North Fork Smith Wild and Scenic Rivers.

The Kalmiopsis Wilderness is characterized by deep, rough canyons; sharp, rock
ridges; and clear, rushing, mountain streams. Elevations range from 500 to
5,098 feet above sea level. The Kalmiopsis does not have the high elevation
alpine settings that are found in the Cascades, but does have highly scenic
values at ridgelines and peaks and in many of the stream canyons. The area is
geologically and botanically unusual and contains plants that are found
principally in this Wilderness. An endemic shrub, Kalmiopsis leachiana
(commonly called kalmiopsis), first located near Gold Basin in 1930, gives the
Wilderness its name. There are several notable topographic features located
throughout the Kalmiopsis Wilderness. To the northwest, three major peaks
known as the Big Craggies are located. The Big Craggies were first set aside
as a Botanical Area to preserve several communities of Kalmiopsis. This area
stands out as one of the landmarks in the Wilderness and is only accessible by
the most rugged individuals. To the northeast lies another prominent landmark,
Pearsoll Peak, which is also the highest point in the Wilderness at 5098 feet.

The wilderness character of the area is nearly intact, but is compromised in a
few isolated locations by the presence of mines and access roads. The interior
of the Wilderness is completely screened from the influence of management so
that opportunities for solitude and self-reliance are readily available. The
area is capable of providing a high quality, rugged wilderness experience.
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APPENDIX B
MANAGEMENT AREA 1 - WILDERNESS STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

DESCRIPTION

This prescription applies to the following wildernesses: Kalmiopsis, Wild
Rogue, CGrassy Knob, and those parts of Red Buttes and Siskiyou within the
Siskiyou National Forest. These wildernesses are pristine, scenic landscapes
that are preserved s "vestiges" of wild America, and provide an opportunity
for solitude. The wilderness areas on the Siskiyou are characterized by deep,
rugged canyons containing clear rushing streams. Refer to Figure 1V-4 for a
mep displaying allocated acres within the management area.

Table IV-14. Acres Allocated to Wilderness

Acres
_ Overlap by
Neme Menagement Area 1 Mznagement Area Total Area
Erassy Knob 17,200 0 17,200
Kalmiopsis 179,850 0 179,850 ' |
Red Buttes 3,414 0 3,414
Siskiyou 5,323 0 5,323 -
Wild Rogue - 26,708 0 26,708
© Total | 232,495 0 232,495

- These wildernesses must be ménaged according to the Wilderness Act of 1964, the

Endangered American Wilderness Act of 1978, the Oregon Wilderness Act of 1984,
the California Wilderness Act of 1984 and regulations pursuant to those acts.
Refer to Figure IV-4 for a map displaying allocated acres within the management
area.

MANAGEMENT GOALS
The goals of this manégement area are to:

Preserve the wilderness character and maintain the natural conditions of each
wilderness (nondegradation policy);

Assure that changes which take place in the natural conditions are the result
of natural rather than human processes; and ' : ‘

Provide Primitive and Semi-primitive Non-motorized recreational opportunities.
DESIRED FUTURE CONDITION

Each of theiwi]défnésses>Wi]1 appear to be affected primarily by the forces of
nature, with the imprint of human activities substantially unnoticeable.




Natural processes, including fire, will continue to be the primery forces which
are affecting the condition of these areas. The areas will have been managed
so as not to have degraded the wilderness attributes for which they were
designated. There will be some evidence of human influence due to the
existence of valid mining claims; however, mitigation techniques will have been
utilized to minimize the impact of these activities.

Foot-trails and camping spots will be the only permanent modifications in these
areas; developed commensurate with the desired high level of primitiveness.
Most of the area will be essentially unmodified, with large areas between the
trails in which the probability of experiencing solitude will be very high.
The Limits of Acceptable Change (LAC) concept will have been implemented and
monitoring of recreation use and its attendant impacts will be under way.
Recreation use will still be relatively light compared to other Forests in the
region.

Menagement plans in zreas adjacent to the wildernesses will have been fully
implemented so thzt all influences to the wilderness environment will have been
felt. The overall character of the wilderness will have been maintained.

STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES
Administration

MAl-1 While seeking to achieve the stated goals for Wilderness, a

nondegradation policy of meanagement shall be followed. This policy

- recognizes that in Wilderness a range of natural and social settings
exist from the most pristine to those where the natural feeling and
opportunities for solitude have been diminished by established uses. It
is the intent of this policy to assure that appropriate diversity and
existing wilderness character are maintzined. The most pristine areas
should not be reduced to the minimum acceptable standard of natural state
simply to disperse and accommodate more use.

Periodically, usually on an annual basis, meetings should be held between
adjacent forests administering the same wilderness to:

Maintain continuity and consistency in Wilderness management decisions;

Review and set priorities for the use of available administrative
resources;

Review trail maintenance schedules;
Review outfitter and cuide permit administration.
Recreation

MA1-2 Pristine Wilderness Recreation Spectrum (WRS). This area is

characterized by an extensive unmodified natural environment. The area
should be managed so that the natural processes and conditions that
currently exist will not be measurably affected by the actions of users.
Access to these areas shall be.limited to cross country travel:. Use of
motorized or mechanized equipment is prohibited unless authorized by the
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Forest Superviscr or Regional Forester. Encounters with other users
should be infrecuent (one encounter per day or less).

Primitive WRS. This area is characterized by an essentially unmodified
natural environment. This area should be managed so that it remains
essentially free from human induced restrictions and controls. Access to
these arees shall be limited to trails. Trails shall be planned to
disperse use. No facilities for the comfort or convenience of wilderness
users-shall be provided. Use of motorized or mechanized equipment jis
prohibited unless authorized by the Forest Supervisor or Regional
Forester. Encounters with other users should be infrequent (three to
five encounters per day).

Semi-primitive WRS. This area is characterized by a predominately
unmodified natural environment. The area should be manzged so that
natural processes and an unmodified character are maintainsd. Access is
Timited to trails and minimum controls, and restrictions may be present
but zre subtle. Facilities are only provided for the protection of
wilderness resource values. Motorized or mechanized equipment is
prohibited unless authorized by the Forest Supervisor or Regional
Forester. Encounters with other users should be infrequent (five to
seven encounters per day).

As use zpproachss calculeted recreation visitor day (RVD) capacity
levels, menzgement policies should be reviewed and revised as needed to
maintain the desired degree of recreation experience. The LAC concept
should be used to accomplish this objective. o

Signing within the wilderness shall be at the minimum level necessary to
insure the safety of the public. Signs should be checked for accuracy
throughcut the yeer. -

The wilderness trail map should be checked periodically for accuracy and
updated when necessary to insure public safety and convenience. ’

Visitors should be advised and educated in waste disposal to assure
sanitary conditions are maintained.

If wilderness use exceeds thevdegree of impact established through the
LAC or the capacities identified for each, the corrective actions shall
be taken: : '

Initiate public information and site restoration activities.

If the first action is unsuccessful, recreation activities should be
restricted by regulation. : o '

If the second actioh is unsuccessful, the level of use should be
restricted.

If the first three actions are unsuccessful, a zone should be closed to
all recreation use until the area is rehabilitated and restored to
wilderness conditions.: : : . ' -




Kalmiopsis Wilderness. The carrying ceapacity for recreation use is
calculated to be 32,000 RVD’s. Vegetative impacts that result from
recreation use should be monitored and restrictions applied to areas
where impacts are changing the natural characteristics. of the area.

Visual

MA1-3 A1l manzgement activities within the wilderness shall meet the
Preservation VQO (Agriculture Handbook #462, Visual Management System,
and FSM 2320); except mineral entry as approved in operating and
rehabilitation plans.

A visual.analysis should be completed prior to construction of any new
trail to insure the trail will not detract from the natural character of
the landscape. - ~

Cultural

MAl1-4 To date, no cultural sites within the wildernesses are listed on the
National Register of Historic Places, however certain historic and/or
prehistoric properties may be eligible for nomination. Due to the rugged
nature of much of the wilderness zcreage, there is limited potential for
-a high quentity of sites. However, those present are likely undisturbed
except for the deteriorztion caused by natural weathering.

Further cultural resource inventory work should be conducted in the
wildernesses in order to ascertain the nature, distribution and condition
of cultural sites present. The survey work should be designed to provide
an inventory of the high probability sites. Inventory priorities will be
focused on finding and recording those sites threatened by loss or
serious deterioration during the next decade.

Inventoried cultural resources in wilderness should be protected until
evaluated. Priorities should be set for site evaluations. Those sites
that are threatened with loss or deterioration should receive highest
priority. Other evaluations may be conducted in order to gain data
relevant to the past use of the National Forest. A1l evaluation work
shall comply with the preservation of the wilderness resource.

A1l actions, direct or indirect, that will have an effect on a. .
-significant cultural resource are subject to compliance with Section 106
of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, and through its
implementing regulations, 36 CFR 800. Adverse effects to significant
cultural resources (eligible and listed) shall be mitigated. Decisions
to abandon a significant historical structure and allow it to deteriorate
naturally, or to remove one, shall be preceded by the consultation
process defined in 36 CFR 800, including agreement on appropriate
mitigation measures. o : : -

Cultural resource research within the wilderness shall meet the following
criteria: (a) must be necessary to support the values set forth in
Section 4(b) of the Wilderness Act, or (b) must be done in compliance
with preservation ethic for the wilderness resource. - - - —.:-
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MA1-5

MAl-6

MAl-7

MA1-8

MAl-9

MA1-10

The works of humzn beings within wilderness should not be designated for
protection as cultural resources unless they are (a) necessary to
support the values set forth in Section 4(b) of the Wilderness Act, (b)
serving administrative purposes as necessary for protection of the
wilderness resource (Section 4(c)), or (c) essential to cultural resource
management (FSM 2323.83). Thus we will nominate to the National Register
of Historic Places. only those sites deemed worthy of preservation and
protection.

On-site interpretation of sites shall not be done. Interpretation may
be done off-site through brochures znd audio-visual programs.

Wildlife and Sensitive (Rare) Plants

Wildlife and plant habitat will be subject to natural processes. Fire
may play its natural ecological role in maintaining specific habitats.
Fire may maintain meadows in grass cover and reduce encrcachment of
trees, or may maintain the habitat of rare plants such as the Kalmiopsis

leachiana.

Fish

Managemeht direction is to maintain existing fish habitat subject to
natural processes.

Range

New allotments for livestock range shall not be allowed. The use of
pack stock by wilderness users will be permitted. Users should be
encouraged to carry feed for their stock.

Timber

No timber management practices are a]]dwed inside designated Wilderness
areas.

Water and Soil

Degraded sites created as a result of past human activities should be
rehabilitated to a near natural condition. A rehabilitation site plan
shall be prepared for each site prior to any on-the-ground
rehabilitation. Revegetation efforts shall use only those plant species
indigenous to the area.

Minerals

Mineral entry was permissible as provided by the Wilderness Preservation
Act of 1964. After December 31, 1983, mining only on valid claims is
permitted, subject to approved operating plans. Provisions in operating
plans shall satisfy the rights of the claimant while creating the least
impact on wilderness values. Provide for restoration of the disturbed
lands as near as practical to their natural condition 2s soon as
possible during or after the mining activity. Site specific mitigation .
shall be required seasonally for active mining operations.



MAl-11

Rehabilitation of the surface area shall be required upon completion of
all mining activities.

Facilities

Roads shall not be constructed or reconstructed within designated

- Wildernesses except those that are permitted within the constraints

MA1-12

specified in approved operating plans for mineral development. Close
any existing mining roads if they are abandoned or determined that the
claim is invalid. Trails should be maintained to keep the trails
passable and drainage structures functioning (Level 2). Fire protection
facilities may be constructed, provided they meet the intent of the
Wilderness Preservation Act of 1964. Future utility corridor siting
shall be excluded from this Management Area.

Fire Management

Kalmiopsis Wilderness. A Wilderness Fire Management Plan shall be
developed within 3 years following approval of this Land & Resource
Management Plan. The plan will incorporate suppression strategies which
reflect fire’s role in the local ecosystems as follows:

For ecosystems in which fire plays a significant role (high intensity,
stand replacement fire), the fire management plan should contain fires
from unplanned ignitions (lightning only) in the area classified as
primitive in the Wilderness Recreation Spectrum classification system
(WRS). Human-czused fires shall receive an appropriate response as
determined in the wilderness fire planning process.

For ecosystems in which fire plays only a minor role, (ground or surface
fires), all wildfires should be evaluated using the fire management
plan. The plan will provide specific decision criteria for determining
the suppression strategy as well as the kinds and amounts of suppression
action (tactics) to be tzken on the fire.

In "nonfire" dependent ecosystems, all fires should be controlled in
accordance with a Wilderness Fire Management Plan which provides
criteria for determining the suppression tactics to be taken on the
fire.

Prior to the development of the plan, all wildfires occurring at FIL 2
and above should be detected and controlled at 30 acres or less, 90
percent of the time. Safe and cost effective suppression tactics which
adhere to Wilderness fire fighting principles will be used. Wildfires
occurring at FIL 1 shall be handled as outlined in the basic fire
management direction for the Forest. '

A moderate level of prevention should be provided. Public contacts
should be emphasized through the wilderness rangers. Emphasis should
also be placed on prevention techniques that accomplish the fire
Prevention mission prior to the user entering the wilderness. Fuel
Treatment may be used for hazard reduction at heavily-used sites.




iz

A prescribed fire program as determined by the wilderness fire planning
process, using both planned znd unplanned ignitions, should be initiated
to: (1) reduce the risks and consequences of wildfire within the
Wilderness, or escaping from the Wilderness and (2) allow fire to play
its natural ecological role. Planned ignitions could be used to
maintain a fuels complex commensurate with levels of protection.
Unplanned ignitions may be used, outside the "Primitive" WRS areas, at
FIL 1 to supplement planned ignitions.

In a fire management situation where prescribed fires from unplanned
ignitions are allowed in the Primitive WRS areas, an aggressive program
of planned ignitions should be used to develop a fuels mosaic around the
Primitive WRS areas. :

o/
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APPENDIX C

Glossary of Acronyms and Terms

Allocation system - See river use allocation system.

Alternative - A comprehensive management strategy; when a federal agency is
considering an action, NEPA requires the agency to develop and analyze a range
of reasonable alternatives, including a "no action" or "no change" alternative.
The alternatives must respond to the issues, and must show a reasonable range of
actions.

Anadromous fish - Those species of fish that mature in the ocean and migrate
into freshwater rivers and streams to spawn; an example is salmon.

Best Mznagement Practice - The method, measure or practice selected by an agency
to meet its nonpoint source pollution control needs. BMPs include, but are not
limited to, structural controls, operations, and maintenance procedures. BMPs
can be applied before, during, and after pollution-producing activities to
reduce or eliminate the introduction of pollutants into receiving waters.

Biological evaluztion - A specific process required as part of an environmental
assessment that evaluates the potential effects of a proposed project on
proposed, endangered, threatened, and sensitive species and their habitats; done
for both animals and plants.

Carrying capacity - The maximum number of organisms that a particular habitat
can support without causing deterioration of the ecosystem.

Congressional record - In this case, the record of Congressional statements and
decisions contained in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, including the Omnibus
Oregon Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

Cultural resources - Buildings, sites, areas, architecture, memorials, and
objects having scientific, prehistoric, historic, or social values.

Cumulative effects - Effects on the environment resulting from actions that are

individually minor, but that add up to greater total effect as they take place
over a period of time. :

DeVe]oped recreation - Outdoor recreation requiring significant capital
investment in facilities to handle a concentration of visitors on a relatively
small area. Examples are fee-site campgrounds or paved boat launches.

Dispersed recreation - Outdoor recreation in which visitors are diffused over
relativély large arees. Where facilities or developments are provided, they are
more for access and protection of the environment than for the comfort or

convenience of people.

Dispersed campsites - Campsites outside of developed campground areas.

Glossary 1




Desired Future Condition - A vision of the desired future state of a specific
area. Desired future condition gives managers goals for the area, but

recognizes the dynamic state of the ecosystem, instead of listing future
numerical outputs as goals. ‘

Glossary 2
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DFC - See desired future condition.
EA - See Environmental Assessment.

Ecosystem - An interacting system of living organisms considered together with
their environment; examples are a marsh ecosystem or a river ecosystem.

Environmental - Of, or relating to, the physical and biological environment; for
example, the environmental effects of a proposed action are considered
separately from the socio-economic effects.

Environmental Assessment - A concise public document that evaluates a proposal
for the possibility of significant environmental impacts; the analysis required
by NEPA laws. An environmental assessment results in either a FONSI (Finding of
No Significant Impact) and decision notice; or, if impacts will be significant,
the agency must then go on to prepare an environmental impect statement.

Erosion - Detachment or movement of soil or rock fragments by water, wind, ice,
or gravity. Accelersted erosion is much more rapid than normal, natural, or
geologic erosion, primarily as a result of the influence of activities of
humans, animals, or natural catastrophies.

Fire intensity level - A relative measure of fire severity based on flame
height, higher flames indicating a more intense fire.

Forest Plan - See Siskiyou National Forest 1989 Land and Resource Management

Plen.

Hebitat - The zrea where a plant or animal lives and grows under natural
conditions. Habitat consists of living and non-1living attributes, and provides
all requirements for food &nd shelter. '

Hyporheic zone - The underground ecosystem loczted directly beneath the river -

- channel (possibly 15 feet or more deep) and extending laterally to unknown -

distances. An active and productive area where water and organic compounds are
exchznged with those in the river channel sbove.

Instreem flow - Streamflow required to support instream uses, with the flow
required varying widely by type of channel, water quality, and time of
distribution.

Issues - Unresoved conflicts regarding alternative uses of available resources;
or, subjects of public interest relating to resource management.

LAC - Seeblimits of acceptable change.

Lznd allocation - The assignment of a mznzgment emphasis to particular land
areas with the purpose of achieving the goals and objectives of the alternative.

Large woody debris - Dead woody material greater than 16", in the ground or in a
stream or river; may consist of logs, trees, or parts of trees. Large woody
debris contributes to long-term site productivity and health in several ways: it
supplies nutrients to the soil, supports symbiotic fungi taht are beneficial to
conifers, and provides habitat for beneficial rodents and insects. :
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Leaseble minerals - Minerzl deposits specifically excepted from the CGeneral
Mining Law by Congress (principally through the Mineral Lands Leasing Act of
1920, the Mineral Leasing Act of Acquired Lands of 1947, the President’s
Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1946), and the Geothermal Act of 1970.

Limits of acceptable change - A concept for managing change in a natural area,
based on the premise that ecological znd social change will occur as a result of
natural and human factors. With the LAC concept, management’s goal is to keep
the character and amount of change that results from human factors within
acceptable levels that are consistent with objectives for the area.

Locatable minerals - Mineral deposits open to exploration, location,
development, znd purchase under the General Mining Law of 1972, as amended and
interpreted. Minerals in sufficient quality and quantity to be a "valuzble
deposit" (FSM 2810). ' ’

Mznagement Area '(MA) 2 - Management areas are specific geographic areas cefined
by the Forest Plan; each management zrea hes a set of objectives and a
management prescription unique to it. MA-2 is the management area
classification assigned to the designated Wild River segments on the Siskiyou
National Forest. This includes those Wild segments on the Chetco, Elk,
111inois, North Fork Smith, and Rogue Rivers.

Management Area (MA) 10 - MA-10 is the mznagement area classification assigned
to the designated Scenic and Recreztional segments on the Siskiyou National
Forest. This includes those Scenic and Recreational segments on the Chetco,
Elk, 111inois, North Fork Smith, and Rogue Rivers.

Menzgement direction - A stztement of multiple use and other goals znd
objectives, along with the associated menagement prescriptions and standards and
guidelines to direct resource management.

Manazgement plen - A plan quiding overall menagement of an area administered by a.
federal or state agency. A plan usually includes goals, objectives, standards
and quidelines, management actions, and monitoring plans.

-Mitigation - Actions to avoid, minimize, reduce, eliminate, compensate, or
rectify the impact of a manazgement practice.

Native species - A plant or animal species that occurs indigenously in an area.
Nztional Environmental Policy Act - Commonly known as NEPA; beczme law in 1969.
NEPA is the basic national charter for protection of the environment. The Act
requires all federal agencies to consider and analyze all significant
environmental impacts of any action proposed by those agencies; to inform and
involve the public in the agency’s decisionmazking process; &nd to consider the
environmental impacts in the agency’s decisionmaking process.

NEPA - See Nationa1 Environmental Policy‘Act.

ODFW - Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife.

0ff-highway vehicle - A vehicle of cross-country travel or travel on :
low-standard roads and trails, e.g., motorbikes, ATV’s,. 4-wheel-drive vehicles.
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01d growth - Timber stands with the following characteristics: large mature and
over-mzture trees in the overstory, large standing dead trees (snags), dead and
decaying logs on the ground, and a multi-layered canopy with trees of several
ege classes.

OHV - See off-highway vehicle.

Opportunities - Those resource uses and development possibilities suggested by
both the public and the Forest Service.

ORV - See QOutstandingly Remarkable Values.

Outstandingly Remarkeble Vzlues - Term used in the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act of 1968. To qualify as outstandingly remarkable, a resource value
must be a unique, rare, or exemplary feature that is significant at a regional
or national level. :

Perennizl streams - Streams which normally flow throughout the year.

Prescription - Specific written directions for management activities.

Rezring habitat - The river or stream areas where juvenile salmonids must find
food and shelter to survive for a period of time.

Recreztion opportunity spectrum - A framework for-understanding and defining

various classes of recreational settings, activities, and experiences. The

classes are defined in terms of the opportunities to have various experiences.

Redd - A gravel nest in stream bottoms where fish deposit eggs.

" Resident fish - Fish species that complete their entire 1ife cycle in

freshwzter. - -

~ Resource zssessment - An evaluation of the resources and values associated with
~ 2 Wild and Scenic River and the river corridor; the evaluation determines the
Tevel of significance of river-related values.

Resource values - A resource, natural or social, that is found in an area.
Resource values may have verying levels of significance.

Riparizn - Pertaining to areas of land directly influenced by water or that
influence water. Riparian areas usually have visible vegetative or physical
characteristics reflecting the influence of water. River. sides, lake borders,
and marshes are riparian areas.

Riparizn mznagement zone - Site-specific boundaries established by the Forest
Service for menagement practices within riparian zreas. »

River Mznagement Plzn - See management plan; management plan for a river area.

Boat-use allocation system - A system for controlling boating use that limits
the total number of boaters on the river, and rations use among boaters.

RMP - See river management plan.
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ROS - See recreation opportunity spectrum.
Salmonid - Member of the fish family salmonidae; includes salmen and trout.

Scoping - A first step in the NEPA process, and in the river planning process.
Through scoping, issues and concerns are identified, and their significance is
determined. Scoping is done within the agency, with the public, and with other
agencies.

Sédimentation - A process where material carried in suspension by water flows
into streams and rivers, increasing turbidity and eventually settling to the
bottom.

Sensitive species - Those plant and animal species identified by the Regional
Forester, for which population viability is a concern as evidenced by
significant current or predicted downward trends in (a) population numbers or
density, or (b) habitat capability that would reduce a species’ existing
distribution. '

Siskiyou National Forest 1289 Land and Resource Management Plan - Forest Plan;
the document that currently guides all management activities on the Siskiyou
National Forest. It sets goals, objectives, desired future conditions,
standards and guidelines, and overall programmatic direction for the Siskiyou
National Forest. Preparation of the Forest Plan was required by the National
Forest Management Act of 1976.

Smolt - Juvenile salmon or steelhead which live in freshwater before migrating
to the ocean.

Social carrying czpecity - The level of use that exceeds accepteble levels by
the norm of river recreationists. The level of use that impairs or alters human
experience.

Spawning gravel - Sorted, clean gkavel patches of a size appropriate for the
needs of resident or anadromouus fish.

Standards and guidelines - Bounds or constraints within which 211 practices in a
given area will be carried out, to achieve the goals and objectives for that
area. Standards znd guidelines provide environmental safeguards and also state
constraints prescribed by law.

Stream class - Classification of streams based on the present and foreseeable
uses made of the water, and the potential effects of on-site changes on
downstream uses. Four classes are defined:

Class 1 - Perennial or intermittent streams that: provide a source of water
for domestic use; are used by large numbers of anadromous fish or resident’
fish for spawning, rearing, or migration; and/or are major tributaries to-

other Class I streams. ' ‘ '

Class 11 - Perennial or intermittent streams that: are used by fish for
spawning, rearing, or migration; and/or may be tributaries to Class I or
Class I1 streams.
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Class 111 - A1Y other perennial streams not meeting higher class criteria.
Class IV - A1l other intermittent streams not meeting higher class criteria.

Terminus - The beginning or ending point. In this case, the beginning or ending
point of a legally designated corridor, such as the Wild, Scenic or Recreational

- segments of the Chetco River.

Turbidity - The relative clarity of the water, which may be affected by material
suspended in the water. :

Ultramafic - Intrusive rocks composed chiefly of mafic minerals such as olivine,
pyroxene, and serpentine. Also called ultrabasic. |

Unsuitzble zreas - Areas not appropriate for timber harvest. They may be
unsuitable for a wide variety of reasons, including fragile or shallow soils,
scenic values, special wildlife habitat areas, and riparian or wetland values,
among other possible reasons.

USFS - United States Forest Service.

Valid existing rights - A valid existing right proves the discovery of a
valusble mineral deposit within a mining claim. .

Viewshed - A tota) ]andscapé seen or potentially seen from specific points on a
Togical part of a travel route or water body. :

Visual quality objective - Categories of acceptable landscape alteration in
degrees of deviation from the natural-appeearing landscape. The two categories
used in the Rjver Mznagement Plan are: ’

Preservation - Provides for ecological changes only.

Retention - Activities are not evident to the casual forest visitor.
VQ0 - See visual qué]ity objective.
Wetershed - The land area drained by a river system.
Wild and Scenic River - Those rivers or sections of rivers designated as Wild
and Scenic by Congressional action, either under the 1968 Wild and Scenic Rivers

Act, or under supplements and amendments to that act. Parts of the Chetco River

were designated Wild and Scenic in the Omnibus Oregon Wild and Scenic River Act
of 1988.
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APPENDIX E - BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Starting on the National Forest boundary at the SW corner of Section 31, T39S,
RI12W, WM; _

Thence east along the south boundary of Section 31, T39S, RI2W, WM to a point
100 feet below road 1107-650.

Thence in a northeast direction ‘parallel and 100 feet below road 1107-650 to
the intersection with road 1107;

Thence easterly to a point near the end of road 1107-632 as shown on the River
Management Plan Cooridor Map (RMPCM) ;

Thence northeasterly to a point near the end of road 1107-630 as shown on the
RMPCM;

Thence northeast to a point on the east section line of Section 30, T39S, RIl2w,

WM, that is 1/4 mile from the high water mark of the Chetco River.

Thence along lines east and approximately 1/4 mile from the high water mark of
the Chetco River as shown on the RMPCM to the north section line of Section 20,
T39S, RI2W, WM;

‘Thence west along the north section Tine of Section 20, T39S, RI12W, WM to the

SW corner of the SE1/4, SE1/4, Section 17, T39S, R12W, WM;

Thence north and east through private lands following aliquot part lines as
shown on the RMPCM to the SE corner of Section 5, T39S, RI12W, WM;

Thence north along the-boundary between Sections 4 and 5, T39S, Rl2W, WM, to
the NE corner of Section 5, T39S, R12W, WM; :

Thence west along the north boundary of Section 5, T39S, RI12W, WM, to the SE
corner of Section 32, T38S, R12W, WM;

Thence. north between Sections 32 and 33, T38$, R12W, WM to the NE Corner of the

SE1/4, Section 32, T38S, RI12W, WM;

Thence east to the NE corner, SW1/4, Section 33, T38S, R12W, WM;

Thence north along the 1/2 section line to a point approximately 1/4 mile from
the high water mark of the Chetco River. '

Thence along lines east and approximately 1/4 mile from the high water mark of
the Chetco River to a point near the end of road 1917-063 as shown on the
RMPCM;

Thence staying along 1lines approximately 1/4 mile from the high water mark of
the Chetco River as shown on the RMPCM to the intersection with Box Canyon
Creek;




Thence down Box Canyon Creek to a point 1000 feet from the high water mark of
the Chetco River; .

Thence staying along lines approximately 1000 feet from the high water mark of
the Chetco River as shown on the RMPCM, around the Chetco’s headwaters and down
the other side until Sluice Creek is intersected;

Thence up Sluice Creek until a point 1/4 mile from the high water mark of the
Chetco River is reached; :

Thence staying along lines approximately 1/4 mile from the high water mark of
the Chetco River as shown on the RMPCM until Fall Creek is intersected;

Thence down Fall Creek to a point 50 feet above the Tin Cup trail, No. 1117;

Thence parallel and 50 feet above the Tincup Trail, No 1117 to the Tincup
trailhead at the end of road 1376-365. o

Thence south to the center of a ridge near the middle of Section il, T38$,'
R12W, WM, as shown on the RMPCM;

Thence along lines approximately 1/4 mile from the high water mark of the
Chetco River as shown on the RMPCM until the south boundary of T38S, R12W, WM
is intersected.

Thence west to the north 1/16 corner of the NW1/4, Section 5, T39S, R12W, WM;

Thence south along aliquot lines to the south 1/4 corner of Section 5, T39S,
R12W, WM; : o

Thence west to the north 1/16 corner of NW1/4, Section 8, T39S, R12W, WM.

Thence south through private lands following aliquot part lines as shown on the
RMPCM - ‘to the south 1/16 corner of the NW1/4, Section 20, T39S, RI2W, WM;

Thence southwesterly to the Section corner common to Sections 19, 20, 29 and
30, T39S, R12W, WM.

Thence southwesterly to the NE corner of lot 11, Section 30, T38S, R12W, WM.
Thence west to the west 1/4 corner of Section 30, T39S, RIZ2W, WM;

Thence south along the Range line between R12W and RI3W to the SW corner of
‘Section 31, T39S, R12W, WM, the point of beginning.
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