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File Code: 1950 
Date: July 15, 2011 

Dear Interested Individuals, Organizations and Agencies: 

The U.S. Forest Service, Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit (LTBMU) is seeking public 
comment on the Proposed Action for the Upper Echo Lakes Hazardous Fuel Reduction project. 
The project is located entirely within the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) defense zone with 
treatments proposed adjacent to recreation residence cabins on both sides of Upper Echo Lake in 
EI Dorado County, California. The project area is adjacent to the proposed South Shore Fuels 
Reduction and Healthy Forest Restoration Project (South Shore Project). The two projects are 
undergoing separate planning and analysis due to different planning timeframes and a difference 
in the scope of the project purpose and need. 

Project Description 

This project proposes fuel reduction treatment on up to 100 acres which are within the defense 
zone of established structures at Upper Echo Lakes. This primarily includes a treatment area 
approximately 300 feet away from structures. See attached project map. 

Fuel reduction activities would consist of cutting and hand piling brush species and conifer trees 
up to approximately 16" in diameter, and then burning the piles aproximatelyl-3 years later once 
fuels are dry and atmospheric conditions allow for prescribed burning. Where feasible, the larger 
sized thinned trees would be stacked for fuel wood use. 

The anticipated timeframe to complete the project is 3-6 years, depending on funding and 
availability of burn days. Project implementation may begin with hand thinning trees and brush 
as early as the fall of 2011 based on completion of National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
analysis, decision and required biological surveys. Once initial thinning and surface fuel 
treatments are complete, prescribed burning would occur. 

More detail regarding the proposed action can be found on the LTBMU website at the following 
address: http://www.fs.usda.gov/gotolltbmu/UpperEchoLakesFuelsReduction 

How to Comment and Timeframe 

This public comment period is the scoping stage under the NEPA process. This scoping notice is 
intended to provide those interested in, or affected by, this project with an opportunity to make 
their concerns known. We encourage you to be as specific as possible in your comments with 
regard to potential effects of the proposed action. 

Written, facsimile, hand-delivered, oral, and electronic comments concerning this project will be 
most helpful if they are submitted by August 15,2011 which is the end of the public scoping 
period. The office business hours for those providing hand-delivered comments are 8:00 am to 
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4:30 pm Monday through Friday, excluding holidays, Oral comments may be provided during 
normal business hours via telephone at (530) 543-2600 or in person. Electronic comments must 
be submitted in a format such as an email message, plain text (.txt), rich text format (.rtf), or 
Word (.doc) to comments-pacificsouthwest-ltbmu@fs.fed.us using subject: Upper Echo Lakes 
Fuel Reduction project. Comments in written, hand delivered or facsimile forms can be 
submitted to Duncan Leao, Interdisciplinary Team Leader, Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, 
35 College Dr., South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150; 530-543-2693 (FAX). 

An environmental analysis will be completed and mailed to those who have submitted comments 
and to those who have requested to be added to the project mailing list. The analysis is 
tentatively planned to be completed in September 2011. 

For further information regarding this proposed action contact Duncan Leao at (530) 543-2600. 
We encourage your input by reviewing the proposal as provided in summary through this letter 
and described in detail on our website and appreciate your interest in the management of the 
LTBMU. 

Sincerely, 

NANCY GIBSON 
Forest Supervisor 

Enclosure: Project area map 
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